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 We are fortunate to have among us leaders in child health who not 
only create new knowledge through research and provide exceptional 
clinical care, but who translate this knowledge into action. An 
important part of knowledge translation is the ability to effectively 
communicate science to the general public. Never has effective 
communication with the public been so important as during the COVID-
19 pandemic. Uncertainty, misinformation and the politicization of 
science have surrounded the pandemic, often limiting the effectiveness 
of public health interventions. It takes a dedicated, energetic and gifted 
communicator to address the complex issues surrounding public health 
restrictions and vaccines in an accessible and non-threatening way. This 
week, Dr. Jesse Papenburg was awarded the McGill University 
Principal’s Prize for Public Engagement through Media in the category 
of emerging researcher. Jesse’s expertise as a clinician scientist in the 
fields of Pediatric Infectious Diseases, Medical Microbiology and 

Infectious Diseases Epidemiology was in high demand when the COVID-19 vaccine was rolled out for 
children and the risks associated with in-person school attendance were publicly debated. Jesse has 
been tireless in his efforts to provide clear, accessible, and unbiased science-based messaging for the 
general public. In the past year, he has given over 200 interviews for local, national, and international 
media outlets, including newspapers, radio, television, and social media, in both official languages. He 
has managed almost daily media engagement while simultaneously advocating for responsible, 
evidence-based policy from our political leadership. This is particularly impressive given his concurrent 
commitment to providing clinical care to hospitalized children and his active research program (23 peer-
reviewed publications in 2021). 
As a scientific advisor on Canada’s COVID-19 Immunity Task Force, a voting member of the National 
Advisory Committee on Immunization, and an expert in SARS-CoV-2 diagnostics and treatment, Jesse’s 
credibility regarding COVID-19 vaccination is indisputable. Public anxiety has been high surrounding 
COVID-19 vaccination for children. Parents want nothing more than to make the right choices for their 
child but are often faced with conflicting or misleading information. Dr. Papenburg has been remarkably 
successful at communicating the science and uncertainties regarding COVID-19 vaccines in a clear, 
balanced and trustworthy manner. Jesse’s public engagement has reached beyond interviews with 
traditional media outlets. He developed educational videos on COVID-19 vaccination in children which 
aired on TV, and have also been widely viewed on social media. Dr. Papenburg directly fielded parents’ 
questions through several Facebook live events, as well as on TV and radio. He has also worked with 
national and international media outlets to fight against vaccine misinformation. 
 Dr. Papenburg’s commitment to sharing important knowledge with the public in 2021 though print, 
radio, television and social media in English and in French was extraordinary. He has been an 
outstanding advocate for children and families in Quebec and Canada, and an exceptional ambassador 
for the Department of Pediatrics, McGill University, and the Montreal Children’s Hospital. 
Congratulations to Jesse on this accomplishment and on the impact of his work. 
  
Have a good weekend. 
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