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The domain of knowledge organization is a discourse community in which rigorous,  
self-conscious inquiry takes place concerning that which is known, and its various  
orderings or sequences, both those that are natural or heuristic, and those that are  
imposed. The products of the domain, then, are ordered segments of that which is 
known, and the rules either for discovering their natural orders, or the rules for imposing 
a useful sequence. All applied knowledge organization is a form of discourse, in which the 
structures and rules are objects of communication, and which takes place in a cultural 
milieu or among actors in various cultural milieus. Thus a very important component of 
the science of knowledge organization must be epistemology. A dimension is an  
expression of the extent of a space. Epistemology is one dimension of the domain of 
knowledge organization. This domain demonstrates coherence across time and across 
geopolitical boundaries, particularly as it concerns its scientific and humanistic  
theoretical foundations. Differences that emerge in intension reflect shifting cultural  
approaches across regions and across time, and the domain’s move from emphasis on 
universal classifications to interoperability. 
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Everyone welcome    
   

S
ch

oo
l o

f I
n

fo
rm

at
io

n
 S

tu
d

ie
s 

For more information about the School, visit www.mcgill.ca/sis 


