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Reflexive Essay

Protecting Queer Childhood: Bill C-6 through the lens of childhood ethics and queer
theory

Writing a thesis that provides an analysis of conversion therapy through the lens of childhood
ethics and queer theory and conducting the research required for this study has been a genuinely
enriching experience. This process has enabled me to reflect on my position in the social world,
on my personal experiences and how they differ or resemble those of others and has taught me
valuable lessons that I will be heading in the future. I will be using this essay as an opportunity to
self-reflect on and evaluate my experiences throughout the research and writing process of my
thesis. I will first reflect on the ways in which I affected my research and writing. Indeed, I have
tried throughout the entire research and writing process to stay aware of the fact that [ am an
embodied writer, and that my own social, political, and cultural experiences have an impact on the
way | approach research and how I analyze my findings and frame them in my writing.
Researching and writing at the intersection of childhood ethics and queer theory has helped me
personally develop, not only as a thinker but also as a writer and researcher. I will therefore reflect
on these lessons and evaluate the impact they can have, not only in my future research and writing

endeavors, but also in my personal life and in that of others.

The first issues [ want to highlight relate to the ways in which I shaped my research and
writing. First by being part of the 2SLGBTQQIA+ community, and second by being a young adult.
Being part of the 2SLGBTQQIA+ community and having grown up as a queer child was part of
what pushed me to conduct research and write about queer childhood and conversion therapy in
the first place. I quickly realized however, that my personal experiences could not be taken as
universal. Although I had not gone into this study with the assumption that they were, I was not
expecting my overall positive experience of growing up queer to be so minorly shared by other
queer individuals. This put the grave injustices faced by many queer youths in an even starker
contrast with the privileges that many relatively advantaged individuals—Ilike me—enjoy in their
own lives. This had two major impacts on my research and writing. First, this realization made me
understand the importance of the study I was conducting. Additionally, it pushed me to include

caveats in the text of the thesis, in order to inform the reader that, although I strive to be objective
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and to build on reliable and embodied sources, the views I express are inevitably influenced by my

social background and own experiences.

Being in my early twenties, I qualify as an adult. Yet I am also still very close to childhood.
Before starting my research on childhood ethics, I sometimes put pressure on myself to act
‘mature’ and ‘like an adult’, especially when interacting with people who were older than me—
even if just by a few years. This might reflect a need that certain young adults have to prove that,
by the age of eighteen or twenty-one, we have earned the right to have our voices heard.
Conducting research in the field of childhood ethics and learning about some authors’ theories on
children’s moral capacity has changed the way I think about and act in relation to those who are
younger and older than me. Understanding the value and necessity of listening to children’s voices
has changed the misconceptions I had. Going forward, I am sure to give more importance to what
children say, and I will certainly be more attentive to the amount of space I give them to express

themselves.

The second issue I want to focus on consists of speaking for others. Speaking for
communities I don’t identify with was a delicate task that taught me many things. This is an issue
I was confronted with as soon as I delved into the intersectional nature of queer childhood. Because
children and queer individuals are such wide and diverse groups of people, it was no surprise to
come across a plethora of intersecting identities. I soon came to realize that the intersecting
identities that undergo the most injustices, that are most at risk of being subjected to conversion
therapies and that are the most marginalized, are not part of social, cultural or racial groups that I
myself identify with. While this did not hinder my research in itself, it did press me to take
additional care when analyzing and writing about those experiences that I have not—and might
never—share. Because I am convinced that including diverse points of views on and experiences
of queer childhood enriches my analysis, I opted to devote additional time to overcoming this issue
rather than giving up on the inclusion of diversity all together. This meant doing additional research
on how to speak for others. Through this process, I learned how to decenter myself from my writing
and rely on the writing and research conducted by those who have experienced or are concerned
by the specific issue I want to analyze. This detour from my original research ended up being

highly beneficial, since I will carry the lessons I have learned into my future academic work.
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Overall, researching and writing my thesis in the field of queer theory and childhood ethics
has been an experience that has changed me as a person, I believe for the better. Not only has there
been a shift in the way I think about others and their personal experiences, but I have also enriched

my research and writing skills.
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