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In October 2017, the City of Montréal relaunched discussions on the future of the “chemin de la montagne” (the 
Remembrance / Camillien-Houde axis) to improve the security and cohabitation of users. How can we transform this 
public space located in the heart of the city? How can new interventions add to the development of the important heritage 
value represented by Mount Royal?

1. MANDATE

Teams are required to develop proposals for the physical reconfiguration of the chemin de la montagne—the roadway and 
its landscapes—building on the studies done by (and for) the City of Montréal as well as submissions made to the Office 
de consultation publique de Montréal by citizens and organisations. Teams should refer to the principal themes articulated 
below based on analysis of a random sample of OCPM submissions. 

Each team will propose a coherent and compelling concept for the transformation of the chemin de la montagne in the 
immediate future. This concept must be presented as:

1. A general scheme for the entire length of the roadway from Chemin de la Côte-des-Neiges to the 
intersection of Voie Camillien-Houde and Avenue Mont-Royal;

2. A detailed scheme for one of two ‘key links’ as illustrated below: Site A (stretching from the Beaver Lake 
Pavilion to the intersection of Chemin Remembrance and Voie Camillien-Houde) or Site B (including 
the Belvedere Camillien-Houde and the rock cut). Each team will be assigned a key link at the launch on 
Friday 29 March. 

Please keep the following points in mind when developing your proposition: 

• All teams must extend their analysis and proposition to the verges and shoulders of the roadway (at least 
100 m from the centreline of the existing chemin de la montagne). 

• Motorised traffic must be accommodated in some measure. Teams may recommend that through traffic be 
retained or forbidden, but the cohabitation of vehicular traffic and other users (human and non-human) 
is of great importance! 

• Schemes expressing this landscape as a continuous ground plane are of particular interest; the jury will look 
favourably on proposals that significantly enhance the visual, functional, and ecological connectivity of the 
two sides of the road. To this end, teams should familiarise themselves with ideas of ‘complete streets’ and 
‘landscape connectivity’ as part of their design development.

• All four seasons should be considered; in particular, schemes should demonstrate their viability in the 
winter months as well as in the high summer.

• New regulatory and/or management strategies can be proposed to support the physical interventions 
suggested in the scheme.  

• All schemes must clearly address the heritage value of the Mount Royal landscape (in both ecological and 
cultural terms).
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2. DELIVERABLES 

Each team must submit an A0 panel (as a PDF document) including the following:

• A clear and compelling title for the proposition 

• A plan view of the entire length of the roadway from Chemin de la Côte-des-Neiges Road to the intersection 
of Voie Camillien-Houde and Avenue Mont-Royal

• Detailed plans for the key link to which they have been assigned

• At least three detailed section studies illustrating key aspects of the propositions

• Other annotated illustrations that express the novelty, pertinence, and plausibility of the proposed changes

• A short (200-word) text summarising the proposed changes, justified in terms of the main preoccupations 
that were articulated in submissions to the OCPM

• The names of all team members

Your PDF submission must be delivered directly to the charrette managers via Yousendit, Wetransfer, etc. with notification 
sent to charrettemontroyal@gmail.com and nik.luka@mcgill.ca by 9 AM on Monday the 1st of April. When finalising 
your panel, please ensure that both your summary text and any annotations are stated in plain (non-technical) language!

3. CONTENT: PREOCCUPATIONS 

Schemes will be assessed according to how well they address the mandate as outlined above and how effectively they 
respond to the following five sets of preoccupations that have been identified through content analysis of a random sample 
of OCPM submissions: 

1. Safety and cohabitation for multiple modes of transport (walking, cycling, public transit, motoring)

2. Enjoyment of natural amenity, views, and tranquility (relaxation, restorative qualities, therapeutic value of 
the landscape)

3. Minimising congestion and adverse environmental impacts (e.g., C02 emissions)

4. Ease of access to cemeteries and tourist attractions (e.g., the belvederes) 

5. Ease of access for the elderly, families with young children, and individuals with limited mobility

4. EVALUATION CRITERIA 

• Respect for the parameters identified in the mandate: 30 points

• Thoughtful responses to the five sets of preoccupations: 20 points

• Clarity of communication and visual quality: 20 points

• Originality, creativity, and speculative/exploratory nature of the scheme: 30 points
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5. EXHIBITION AND AWARDING OF PRIZES 

Printed versions of the submitted proposals will be exhibited at the McGill University Libraries and at Smith House in 
Mount Royal Park; the submissions will also be featured on websites of Les amis de la montagne, McGill University, 
and project partners (with credit to the student contributors). By participating, students agree to allowing Les amis de la 
montagne and McGill University to diffuse their submissions as part of their activities in research, development, and public 
outreach.

Prizes will be awarded according to the recommendation of the jury, to be announced on Wednesday the 3rd of April at a 
ceremony at Smith House, where the ‘Prix de public’ will also be announced. 
 


