
 

 

A message from the Faculty of Medicine’s Undergraduate Medical Education Office 
Clinical Chairs please circulate this memo to your clinical team 

Dear Clinical Chairs and Colleagues, 

Thank you for ensuring a smooth and safe return to Clerkship for our Med 3 students. While our 
Gatineau-based Clerks resumed their clinical activities on June 1, Montreal-based Clerks resume on 
June 15.  The Faculty of Medicine and the UGME Office truly appreciate everyone’s dedication to clinical 
supervision and teaching. We are also happy to report that the RAMQ continues to pay specialists for 
the clinical supervision of Clerks, even during the pandemic.  

The UGME Office wants to ensure everyone has information about Clerkship in the time of COVID-19. 

1) Telemedicine and students: Last week, the CMQ released guidelines for the use of telemedicine 
during Clerkship training. The CMQ published the guidelines on its website. The guidelines will likely 
evolve as we all gain more experience with telemedicine.  

2) Student safety:  

a) Both the UGME Office, learners, the MSSS and our partner institutions are aware that our clinical 
learning environments are not risk-free of COVID-19 transmission. Nonetheless, students are returning 
to continue their clinical training (we need to ensure our students graduate on time to support our 
medical system). By following infection prevention measures and wearing adequate PPE (just like 
clinicians), students will do their part to mitigate the risk of the transmission of the virus. 

b) In addition to the training offered by McGill, the Director of Education and the DPS at each of our 
partner institutions will provide local training focused on infection control and donning/doffing. 
Hospitals are responsible for ensuring students have access to the same PPE as attending physicians and 
residents, and that students follow local infection prevention protocols. Students, like staff, may bring 
their own ocular protection, as choices of ocular protection may be limited at some hospitals.  

c) Should students develop COVID-19 symptoms, they must have access to the Occupational Health and 
Safety (OHS) at our partner institutions. Students must report their COVID-19 compatible symptoms to 
the OHS and follow OHS’ instructions. 

3) Medical student exposure to patients with confirmed or suspected case of COVID-19: According to 
the current recommendations from Public Health, medical students cannot be exposed to patients 
diagnosed with COVID-19 (see the attached document entitled Recommendations intérimaires des 
Mesures sanitaires pour la reprise des stages en santé en contexte de pandémie de la COVID-19). 
However, the document does not indicate that students should refrain from caring for patients with a 
suspected COVID-19 infection. The four Quebec faculties of medicine (including Deans and UGME and 
PGME Associate Deans) have received verbal confirmation from the MSSS that students may treat 
patients suspected of having COVID-19. The Office of the Directors of Education, as well as the DPSs at 
our partner institutions have also received the same message from the MSSS.  

However, the patients Clerks should see remains contingent on their supervisor's clinical judgment. For 
example, if a patient presents with symptoms compatible with COVID-19 and is living with someone 

http://www.cmq.org/publications-pdf/p-1-2020-06-04-fr-participation-des-etudiants-en-medecine-a-la-prestation-des-soins-en-telemedecine-durant-la-pandemie-de-covid-19-recommandations.pdf?t=1591708308343


 

 

recently diagnosed with COVID-19, the likelihood that this is a COVID-19 infection is extremely high and 
therefore, it may not be the best case for a junior learner. However, if a patient who has been practising 
social distancing, presents with typical CHF symptoms, such as shortness of breath, the likelihood of a 
COVID-19 infection is not high. Regardless of the patient’s symptoms, just like other medical personnel, 
students should wear adequate PPE and follow infection prevention measures in order to mitigate all 
risk of transmission.  

4) Patience please: Students will need time to adjust to the changes made to clinical settings due to the 
pandemic. While students have received training in donning/doffing PPE and other infection prevention 
and control measures, they will still need time to incorporate these procedures into their routine.  Our 
Clerks have been studying over the last few month, and some course supervisors have even offered 
their academic half-days in April so students could become familiar with their course material in 
advance. However, please be aware that some students may be taking on additional responsibilities or 
have added stress in their personal lives due to COVID-19. We ask that you to please be understanding.   

5) Absences & leaves: For Block 3 for the Class of 2021, students will be required to complete 80% of a 
course and 80% of all segments of a course for that course to be considered complete. In the case of a 
COVID-19 related absence, the student will not fail the course, but will receive an incomplete. The 
student will need to complete the course later. 

6) COVID-19 Procedures and UGME Policies (Class of 2021): You will find attached a document 
summarizing all COVID-19 procedures with regards to UGME policies (for example, information about 
PPE, access to Occupational Health & Safety Offices, absences & leaves and others). It is posted on the 
Special Notices: COVID-19 Updates for UGME. We will update this document as the pandemic evolves 
and public health recommendations change. 

We hope that this information is useful to you. Please feel free to reach out Dr. Dornik, clerkship 
component director at clerkshipchair.med@mcgilll.ca or to the clerkship course director if you have 
questions or comments. 

Thank you,  

Mélanie Mondou, MDCM, FRCPC, MSc (MHPE)  
Associate Dean, UGME 
  
Julia Dornik, MD 
Director, Clerkship Component, UGME 
 
Sonia MacFarlane, MD 
Assistant Clerkship Director & Electives Director, UGME 
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