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Transplant & Hepatobiliary Surgery 

Contact Information  

Supervisor Dr. Steven Paraskevas Telephone (514) 934-1934, x 43047 

Coordinator  Marielle Abenoja 
Telephone (514) 934-1934, x 43047 

E-mail ugradsurgery.med@mcgill.ca  

 

Site 

MUHC: Royal Victoria Hospital 

Elective Description 

Once referred to as a ‘medical miracle of the 20th century’, organ transplantation has evolved much 
over the last 50 years. In the present day, transplantation is a highly successful option for many 
patients suffering from end-stage organ failure from a variety of causes. Despite this success, the care 
of the transplant recipient is highly complex, highlighting the merger of surgical, medical and 
pharmacological principles which have made it a reality. In many respects, the skill sets and 
knowledge base required of the transplant professional are unique. 

But an understanding of transplantation in the general medical community is also essential, for the 
following reasons: 1) The problems of end-stage kidney and liver disease are of ever-increasing 
prevalence, and organ transplantation is being offered to more and more people with these diseases. 
Early identification and referral of the potential transplant candidate are crucial for success. 2) As 
more and more transplant recipients return to normal life and require care for unrelated problems 
later on, familiarity with the basics of post-transplant medicine is also necessary. 

The Transplant-Hepatobiliary Surgery rotation at the MUHC offers the student a firm grounding in 
these basic principles, as well as the various care options for malignancies of the liver, biliary tract and 
pancreas. These cancers are also increasing in prevalence and require timely management to ensure 
successful treatment.  

Students will be part of a multi-disciplinary team including transplant/hepatobiliary surgeons, fellows, 
surgical residents, transplant nephrologists, hepatologists, radiologists, co-ordinators and nurses.  

Educational Objectives 

Students rotating on the service will have the opportunity to learn the surgical and medical aspects of: 

 kidney transplant candidacy, transplant options, surgical and medical care transplant recipient 

 liver transplant candidacy, management of liver failure, surgical and medical care of the 
transplant recipient 
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 pancreas transplant candidacy, surgical and medical care of the transplant recipient 

 deceased organ donor identification, management and principles (surgical and medical) 

 living donor identification, and surgical/medical management 

 surgical, radiological and oncological management of primary and metastatic hepatic 
malignancies 

 surgical and oncological management of biliary tract malignancy 

 surgical options in benign biliary tract disease 

 surgical, oncological management of primary pancreatic malignancies 

 surgical options for benign pancreatic disease 

 islet cell transplantation for type 1 diabetes 

Scope of Work 

Students will have the opportunity to participate in surgical procedures as described above, routine 
ward/ICU care of patients on the service, emergency department consults, as well as organ recovery 
flights for organ donation surgery outside the MUHC. Academic functions include weekly kidney and 
liver transplant multi-disciplinary meetings, service rounds, transplant academic rounds, and didactic 
teaching sessions given by the attendings and fellows. Between 6-10 evening journal club events are 
also planned throughout the year. 

 

 


