
ENVB 330 (Fall 2013) Top Five Research Papers 
 
During the term, students will propose and defend a series of ‘top’ research papers in the 
discipline of Entomology. 
 
What is a ‘top’ Entomology paper? 
 
Discussing the ‘best’ among anything is very difficult. A strong Entomology paper must have 
‘entomology’ as a main topic in the paper – i.e., insects (or their relatives) must be 
predominately featured and central to the paper. The ‘best’ may also be topical – something in 
the news. The ‘best’ may also be something that is cited frequently in other scientific literature. 
Fundamentally, a strong paper should be moving the discipline forward in an important way, and 
should be a research paper that did, is, or will be, changing Entomology. 
 
Regardless, here are some key criteria about the papers you may wish to promote: 

• The paper is from the peer-reviewed scientific literature. I.e, published in a reputable 
journal. 

• The paper must involve ‘data collection’. This means general review papers are not 
considered acceptable for this assignment. Data collection can mean a lot of things: 
behavioural studies, taxonomy, an ecological experiment, etc. 

• The goal is to have a paper published in 2011, 2012 or 2013 (or be ‘on-line’ right now). It 
is possible to argue for an older paper, but recent literature is preferred 

 
Hints:  

• Check out citation statistics in Web of Science 
• The best Entomology papers may not be in a journal devoted to Entomology – more 

general journals often publish papers about insects and their relatives 
• Think big: All disciplines in Entomology are potential candidates, from evolution to 

forensics.  
 
Each student is required to propose a paper, and do this by starting a new discussion topic 
under the forum in the mycourses site.  Responses to each initial proposal will be threaded 
replies, underneath each student’s proposed paper. When arguing why your paper is the best, 
your first post will include: (a) an overview of the paper (what it’s about, how the work was 
done), (b) a link to the paper, (c) at least two arguments as to why the paper should be included 
as a ‘top 5’. This initial proposal is to be no more than 500 words. 
 
Each student must reply to at least one other student’s proposal. This reply must be either 
a statement of support (including an additional argument of support), OR a reason why the 
paper is not as strong as perhaps the proposer argued. Note: these replies must be well thought 
out and argued, and not simply “I don’t like the paper”.  
 
Between 18 September and 25 October, students may propose and defend papers. 
 
Between 25 October and 1 November, students can throw their vote behind one of the other 
student’s papers. This will be done in a separate discussion forum, and will be simple posts 
whereby a student initiatives a discussion by stating “I support the following paper: …..”. Other 
students may support that paper, or start by supporting a different paper.  These decisions 
should be based upon the discussions about the papers themselves! Once five papers are 
supported by the most ‘votes’, these will become the ‘top 5’ 



 
Grading Rubric for Discussions (worth 5% of the total grade): 
The criteria for grading each discussion are as follows (each graded between 0 [poorly done] to 
5 [excellent, beyond expectations]), for a total out of 25 points: 

1. Proposal – overview: overview of proposed paper is clear, accurate and precise 
2. Proposal - arguments: evidence of clear and well thought-out arguments, integration of 

course content and/or other external links, creativity 
3. Paper choice: paper choice is appropriate,  
4. Engagement (‘replies’): student replies to at least one other student’s proposed paper. 

Evidence of active participation and engagement in the discussion forum, replies 
thoughtful and of appropriate length. 

5. Writing quality: writing clear, concise, free of grammar and spelling errors, appropriate 
tone. 

 
 
Blog Post: 
 
After the top 5 papers are determined, the instructor will place students in five groups (based, as 
much as possible, on who supports what papers) and these groups will write a blog post about 
the top paper. 
 
The blog post will provide an overview of the paper, and the key arguments about why the 
paper should be a ‘top’ entomology paper. The post should also include appropriate links and 
visuals. The blog post must include citations to literature (i.e., the top paper, and other, relevant 
papers). It should be written for a general, yet scientifically literate audience. Jargon should be 
avoided, and writing should be clear and concise. The post is to be less than 1000 words. The 
blog post (and associated images, visuals) is to be emailed to the course instructor prior to 9 
AM on Monday 25 November (late posts will not be accepted and will receive a grade of zero). 
Blog posts will be posted on: www.arthropodecology.com (note: student names will NOT be 
associated with these posts until after all grades for ENTO 330 have been submitted) 
 
Grading Rubric for Blog Post (worth 5% of the total grade, group-based): 
The criteria for grading each blog post is as follows (each graded between 0 [poorly done] to 5 
[excellent, beyond expectations]), for a total out of 25 points: 
 

1. Overview of paper: Jargon-free description of paper – how the research was done, the 
context of the work. 

2. Argumentation: Clear rationale for inclusion of this paper as a ‘top’ paper in 
entomology. Multiple arguments presented. 

3. Links, sources, and images: Blog post includes additional sources, images or visuals, 
links to sources, references. 

4. Writing quality: Writing is clear and concise, free of spelling and grammatical errors. 
5. Creativity and originality: Evidence of creative thinking and originality. “value added” to 

blog post. 


