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Presentation Skills 

Land acknowledgment 
McGill is located on the unceded Indigenous lands of the Kanien’kehá:ka Nation, known as Tiohtià:ke/Montreal. 
The Kanien’kehá:ka, also known as the Keepers of the Eastern Door, are one of the nations that make up the 
Haudenosaunee Confederacy on Turtle Island/North America. Our presence on this land contributes to the 
dispossession and ongoing oppression of Indigenous peoples. Our goal is to promote learning and generate 
allyship with local Indigenous communities, by honouring and respecting the many nations removed from, as well 
as those still connected to this land. Consult Native Land, McGill Indigenous Initiatives’ The Land and Peoples, and 
Indigenous Education Resources to learn more. Throughout the workshop we encourage you to consider how the 
audience and context in which you are giving a presentation will dramatically affect how you give a presentation, 
how you prepare, what kind of material you use, what kind of language you use, and what the expectations of the 
audience may be. Acknowledging the land, wherever you may be, and your own positionality as a presenter starts 
off your presentation on a good note and is an important part of anti-oppressive education.  

Session description and outcomes 
Want to feel more comfortable speaking in front of others? In this workshop, you will learn various techniques for 
preparing and delivering effective presentations. You will also learn how context, body language, and visual aids 
can improve your presentation skills. 
 
By the end of this session you will have had the opportunity to: 

• Identify concepts for creating effective presentations  

• Recognize key aspects of giving effective presentations  

• Understand the importance of body language for communicating ideas 

Activities 

This workshop will involve reflections with the option to share, individual practice with presenting a topic, group 
practice, a six-minute video, and group discussion. 
 
Before the workshop, consider reflecting on what you find challenging about presenting. 

Your next steps 

Following the session, reflect on the following questions:  

Think back to what you disliked about presenting. What did you learn that helps you combat that? 

What strategies will you use to improve your next presentation? 

Space for your notes 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://native-land.ca/
https://www.mcgill.ca/indigenous/land-and-peoples
https://deptkb.mcgill.ca/display/TLK/Indigenous+Education+Resources
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Resources 

Register for SKILLS21, McGill’s workshop-based skills development program for undergraduate students. 

Consult the learning resources created by Teaching and Learning Services. 

Explore Stay on Track, a peer-to peer program that enhances undergraduate students’ learning and wellness skills. 

Learn more about the three pathways available: reminders, coaching sessions, and study groups.  

Visit Learner Supports from Student Accessibility & Achievement. 

Watch: 

• Amy Cuddy’s TED Talk, “Your Body Language Shapes Who You Are”  

• Jay Olson, 3MT winner 2018 

• Examples of Ted talk hooks 
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Contact information 
For any questions about the workshop material or other related information, visit mcgill.ca/tls/students. 

http://www.mcgill.ca/skills21
https://mcgill.sharepoint.com/sites/SKILLS21_Group/Shared%20Documents/Workshop%20Files/Strategies%20for%20Academic%20Success/mcgill.ca/tls/students/learning-resources
https://www.mcgill.ca/tls/students/stay-track
https://www.mcgill.ca/access-achieve/learner-support
https://www.ted.com/talks/amy_cuddy_your_body_language_shapes_who_you_are?language=en
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FyVwmhG9pjQ
https://visme.co/blog/how-to-start-a-presentation/
http://www.mcgill.ca/tls/students
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