
GEOG 409 - REVIEW AND READING JOURNAL 

 

Your Review and Reading Journal is an opportunity for you to demonstrate your understanding of the 

discussions and readings undertaken in classes from the start of the course until 4 November inclusive. 

The 8 weeks covered are noted with a * in the schedule on page 13 of this course outline. The journal 

will be completed on My Courses. You must complete this for 6 of the 8 weeks (i.e. you have ‘time-out’ 

for 2 weeks of your choice in case you get sick/have other pressing deadlines etc). 

 

A week’s entry should include: 

1. a review and reflections on the class topic of that week, exploring what the key elements were that 

you took away from class regarding material presented in lectures, videos, class discussions and 

activities, and how the articles related to these, etc.  

2. brief reviews of the articles you read for that week including your own thoughts and reflections about 

the content of the articles (see the reading list and My Courses for specific details on which readings are 

included each week). 

Some examples of how you could structure your entries include (but are certainly not limited to):  

 In class a key element that struck me when we discussed topic A was … When I turned to the 

reading by B on this theme, I found it was interesting to note that . . . 

 This class made me wonder more about C, and when I read the article by D this also made me 

consider…  

 The class on E topic has changed my thinking about. . . because... 

 I already had a broad idea about F topic because of my own work volunteering in G, but the 

reading by H also made me reflect more on…/confirmed my understandings of… 

 I disagreed with the argument put forward by author J because the author ignored…  

Each week, you should aim to write 600 words max. Clearly the best entries are going to be those done 

shortly after each class when you have the freshest memories of the debates and discussions held. Do 

not leave this until the last minute. 

These journals are private to you, Prof Turner and the TA(s). You are welcome to see Prof Turner or TA 

Noelani Eidse during their offices hours and review an entry or two with them. If you wish to do so 

please do it earlier in the semester (before Friday 18 October), rather than later. It is important that you 

start your journals well before that date. You can rework all entries until the final due date, Tuesday 12 

Nov, 5pm.  



The reading journal will be assessed in terms of: 

 Ability to pick out key ideas from class and discuss/debate them articulately 

 Evidence of critical reading of the articles 

 Ability to weave together thoughtful reflections of the readings and work in class. e.g. being able to 

discuss what you’ve read and how this related to class (and other events in your life perhaps) 

 Capacity to substantiate your comments/position on different aspects covered 

 Clear and concise writing style, with solid arguments and minimum waffle. 

 


