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December 16, 2013 (Volume 3, Number 9)
 

FEATURED  EVENT
 

 

 

Using Clickers for Creating Effective Questions (SRS-101)
December 18, 2:00 PM
Interested in using clickers in Winter 2014? This workshop introduces pedagogical and technical
components to help instructors develop in-class activities that provide students with opportunities to
think critically and test their understanding.

 

UPCOMING EVENTS

 

 

Safer Spaces: Understanding Discrimination
January 15 – March 20, various times
Do you have questions about teaching and working in cross-cultural environments? Explore topics and
key terms, myths, and debates related to equity, diversity, and inclusion through various workshops.
Open to staff, graduate students, and faculty, Safer Spaces includes five workshops. Attend all five, and
get a Program Certificate.

·         Understanding Discrimination
January 15, 2:00pm-4:30pm

·         Sexual Orientation & Gender Identity
February 7, 9:30am-12:00pm

·         Disability, Access & Universal Design
February 19, 9:30am-12:00pm

·         Indigenous Perspectives
March 11, 2:00pm-4:30pm

·         Race & Cultural Identity
March 20, 9:30am-12:00pm

 McGill’s First MOOC - "Food for Thought"
January 22
The year was 1982. A new and innovative course designed to provoke scientific thinking about food was
launched  by Drs. David Harpp, Joe Schwarcz & Ariel Fenster. Take this course FOR FREE as part of the
McGillX initiative.  Are you ready for some Food for Thought?

 University Teaching in a Time of Globalization: Language Challenges and Opportunities
January 31, 9:30-11:00 AM
Teaching at a university where there are linguistically diverse faculty and student populations can
present some interesting communication challenges. If you teach in your second language or interact
with students from a variety of language backgrounds, join us for an interactive talk about how to

Subject:                                     Focus on Teaching - Start the New Year off Right!!
 
 

 

http://bit.ly/Qt2mVv
http://bit.ly/Qt2mVv
http://bit.ly/Qt2mVv
http://bit.ly/Qt2mVv
http://bit.ly/1aSk5ds
http://bit.ly/1aSk5ds
http://bit.ly/13pxknA
http://bit.ly/1buoZ6q
http://bit.ly/1buoZ6q
http://bit.ly/1jQOQ7N
http://bit.ly/1jQOQ7N
http://bit.ly/16KsLjW
http://bit.ly/16KsLjW


file:///C¦/Users/enorie1/Desktop/Focus%20on%20Teaching%20-%20Start%20the%20New%20Year%20off%20Right!!.htm[12/17/2013 9:11:34 AM]

address these oral communication challenges.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

 Required Components of Course Outlines and the Regulations Governing Student
Assessments
For information about the required components of course outlines, the regulations governing student
assessments (including multiple-choice examinations and midterm and final examinations) and
University examination regulations,  please see the following websites:

·         Required Components of Course Outlines: Click here
·         University Student Assessment Policy: Maximum weight of final exams (section: 6.1.) and

limitations on assessments during the last 14 calendar days of classes (sections: 7.1.1 and
7.1.2). Click here

·         University Examination Regulations:  Click here.
 

 Principal’s Prize for Excellence in Teaching & Lifetime Achievement Award for
Leadership in Learning
Fall Convocation is a time to celebrate student achievement and also recognize excellence in teaching
and learning. Read more about awardees and their contributions.
 

 

 

Course Evaluations
Your fall 2013 results are available as soon as you have submitted your grades - click here for access.
Need help interpreting course evaluation results? There are  guidelines available. Any questions? Write
to: mercury.info@mcgill.ca.
 

 TLS and GPS Need Your Help!
We are currently developing a supervision workshop on letters of agreement. We are looking for
examples from across all disciplines. If you are currently using a supervision agreement, or know
someone who is, please let us know by emailing teaching.tls@mcgill.ca.

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Submitting Final Grades From myCourses
New Fall 2013 - The submission of final grades to Minerva can now be completed directly within the
myCourses gradebook. Follow the video or guide for the step-by-step instructions.

Winter 2014 Courses Available for Instructors
You can start preparing your course site now for winter courses. Although by default students cannot
access their courses until the first day of classes, you may modify the access date here.

Are You Scheduled to Teach in the Winter Semester?
myCourses was upgraded at the end of July, bringing improvements to general usability and to tools
such as Content and Grades. If you haven’t already, we encourage you to check out the links below to
ensure you have everything you need before you start teaching in Winter 2014. 

·         Full list of New Features in myCourses (also available as a video)

·         Index of instructor videos and documentation
·         IT checklist for instructors preparing for the academic year
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Scheduled to Teach in One of the Active Learning Classrooms (ALC)?
If you are registered to teach in an ALC in Winter 2014, you received an email on November 20th from
IT Services. Complete the online form to request in-class support for your classes. Also, the ALC
Preparation Checklist can help ensure you have everything you need before you start teaching.

 

Enhanced On-Site Support for Classroom AV Equipment
As of this fall, classroom support has been enhanced. IT technicians are now sent to act as “first
responders” when AV problems cannot be resolved immediately via the Help Line (3398 from any
campus phone).

 

PressReader
Do you enjoy reading newspapers? McGill Library is pleased to offer over 2,300 full-content
newspapers from more than 100 countries in 55+ languages in just one app! To download newspapers
to your iOS or Android device, access McGill’s network on Wifi or (VPN). Note: downloads are limited
to 5 issues in 24 hours.
 

 

 

BrowZine
Access scholarly journals in a browsable format on your iOS or Android device. Use the BrowZine
application to easily find, read, and monitor scholarly journals available from holdings at the McGill
Library and Open Access publishers.
 

 

 

Instructor Unavailability for 2014-2015
Please submit in Minerva the days and times you are unavailable to teach for 2014-2015 terms.  The
deadline is fast approaching  - check with your academic unit to find out specific instructions and
deadlines.  View the updated video for an overview.

 Supervision: Graduate and Postdoctoral Support Website
The new Supervision website offers over 40 pages of research-based practical advice and guidance on
the supervisory relationship.  Learn how to avoid common problems in supervision and needless delays
in degree completion.
 

TEACHING CHECKLISTS

 

 
 
 
 

 

·         Teaching Preparation Checklist
Preparing to teach a course can feel overwhelming without a timeline of what to do when and
an awareness of the resources available. Use the Teaching Checklist to help you find everything
you need.

·         IT Checklist for Instructors Preparing for the Academic Year
Use the IT Checklist and articles to help ensure you have everything you need.

·         Library Checklist for Instructors Preparing for the Academic Year
The Library has compiled a short Checklist that outlines main Library services available to
support teaching activities of McGill instructors.

·         Clicker Checklist for Instructors Preparing for the Academic Year
Register your course, pick up your clicker/receiver set and follow other key items on the
checklist to help you get started for the winter term. 

LEARN MORE ABOUT
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McGill’s Teaching for Learning Blog
Join McGill faculty, staff and students in a conversation about higher education. Read the latest posts:

·         Robotutor marking student homework
·         McGillX MOOCs – Librarians in the Virtual Classroom
·         Twenty top tips for interpreting scientific claims from University of Cambridge

Turning class participation into short written assignments

 

 

Teaching Snapshots: Perspectives on Teaching and Learning
Ever wonder what other professors do to keep their students engaged? Learn about McGill instructors’
thoughts on teaching and learning. Disciplines include: teaching philosophy, law, writing, and statistics.

 Audio Streaming Databases
McGill Library hosts multiple databases where you can access and link to streaming musical recordings
ranging from classical music to live concerts. Accessing off campus: VPN or EZproxy.
 

 

 

e-Books
Access over 800,000 e-books in 24 collections at the McGill Library. Subjects range from the
Reformation, English and American Poetry, to Life and Biomedical Sciences and Theoretical and
Computational Physics.

 Films on Demand
Integrate high quality online streaming educational videos or fully annotated segments into lectures or
presentations. Programs include Canadian Public Performance rights.  Access off campus: VPN  or
EZproxy. 

PARTNERS

Content and Collaboration Solutions (CCS) | IT Customer Services (ICS) | McGill Library |
Social, Equity and Diversity Education Office (SEDE) | Office for Students with Disabilities (OSD)

If you have comments about this e-bulletin, or require additional information about the above, please contact us at
teaching.tls@mcgill.ca or 514-398-6648. Teaching and Learning Services, McLennan Library Building, MS 12.
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