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WELCOME
MESSAGE

Welcome to the 8th Annual Symposium on Upper
Gastro-Intestinal Cancers. This symposium aims to gather
gastroenterologists, medical oncologists, radiation
oncologists, surgeons, researchers and other healthcare
professionals from across the world, in order to share their
expertise on esophago-gastric carcinomas. Following the
success past events, it is our hope that this symposium
will invite open discussion on innovative approaches to
clinical teaching and surgical ideas, as well as spark future
research collaborations, in order to make a difference in
the diagnosis and treatment of esophageal and gastric
cancer patients.



ORGANIZING COMMITTEE MEMBERS

DR. JOANNE ALFIERI

Radiation Oncologist, McGill University

DR. LORENZO FERRI

Thoracic Surgeon, McGill University

DR. SERGE MAYRAND

Gastroenterologist, McGill University

DR. SARA SOLDERA

Medical Oncologist, McGill University

This activity is accredited by the Office for Continuing Professional Development,
School of Medicine, McGill University, which is accredited by the Committee on
Accreditation of Canadian Medical Education (CACME) of which the College des
médecins du Québec (CMQ) is a partner.

This Group Learning program meets the accreditation criteria as defined by the
Maintenance of Certification program of the Royal College of Physicians and
Surgeons of Canada and has been approved for up to 6.75 MOC Section 1 credits/
hours.

Through an agreement between the Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons
of Canada and the American Medical Association, physicians may convert Royal
College MOC credits to AMA PRA Category 1 Credits™. Information on the
process to convert Royal College MOC credit to AMA credit can be found at
www.ama-assn.org/go/internationalcme.



http://www.ama-assn.org/go/internationalcme

INVITED
FACULTY



DR. TIMOTHY ASMIS

Medical Oncologist
The Ottawa Hospital Cancer Centre

Dr. Asmis is a Medical Oncologist at The Ottawa Hospital
Cancer Centre as well as an Associate Professor and
Director of the Medical Oncology Fellowship Program in the
Department of Medicine at the University of Ottawa. He obtained his MD at
the University of Ottawa and completed his postgraduate training in Internal
Medicine and Medical Oncology at the University of Ottawa. Following his
postgraduate training, he pursued a fellowship in Gastrointestinal Oncology
at Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center in New York City. As the lead of
the Ottawa Gl Disease Site Group, he oversees care provided to patients
with gastrointestinal cancers at the Ottawa Hospital. He has also led the
development of clinical guidelines for patient care with Cancer Care Ontario.
In addition, Dr. Asmis is currently the Vice-President of the Ottawa Hospital
Medical Staff Association and a Board Member of the Ottawa Hospital.

He is an active member of CCTG, CAMO, ASCO and ESMO.

DR. MELINA BOUTIN

Hemato-oncologist
Hopital Charles-Lemoyne

Dr Boutin is a hemato-oncologist at Hopital Charles-
Lemoyne and a clinical associate professor at Université
de Sherbrooke. She completed her medical oncology and
hematology residency at Université de Sherbrooke followed by a fellowship
in Gl oncology at BC Cancer. She specializes in the care and management

of patients with gastro-intestinal cancers and lymphoma and participates

in pre- and post-graduate medical education, ethics and clinical research.
She is the associate medical director of clinical research at Centre de
Recherche Charles-Lemoyne with goals to strengthen and further develop
clinical trial capabilities and to improve access to clinical trials for those living
with cancers in Montérégie.




DR. SUZANNE GISBERTZ

Consultant upper Gl Surgeon
University of Amsterdam

Dr. Gisbertz is currently a consultant upper-Gl surgeon

and principal investigator at the Amsterdam UMC, University
of Amsterdam. She got her PhD in 2009. She is a proctor for
minimally invasive esophagectomies and gastrectomies in the Netherlands
and abroad. Her research topics are lymph node metastases and extent of
lymphadenectomy in esophagogastric cancer, minimally invasive upper Gl
surgery and postoperative outcome and quality of life following upper Gl
surgery. She is board member of the NVGIC, ISDE, ESDE, ESA and program
chair of the EAES. She is also organizer of the ESDE 2025 and IGCC 2025
and NVGIC 2024. She is a member of several guideline committees, both
nationally and internationally.

DR. RACHEL GOODWIN

Medical Oncologist
University of Ottawa

Dr. Goodwin graduated from Mount Saint Vincent
University with a Bachelor of Science and from the University
of Guelph with a Masters of Science. She completed medical
school and her internal medicine and medical oncology residency at

the University of Ottawa. Dr. Goodwin went on to complete a two-year
Investigational New Drug Development Fellowship at NCIC Clinical Trial
Group (now Canadian Cancer Trials Group) at Queen’s University, with a
focus on Phase I/Phase Il cancer clinical trials. She is an Associate Professor in
the Faculty of Medicine at the University of Ottawa. She has been a practicing
medical oncologist with a speciality in gastrointestinal cancer for 12 years and
has enrolled over 100 patients on clinical trials. Her clinical interests include
biomarkers in gastrointestinal cancers and new drug development trials.

Dr. Goodwin is an active member of the Canadian Cancer Trials Group where
she is New Drug Development Liaison and co-chair for the Colon Cancer
Disease Site Group.



DR. WAYNE HOFSTETTER

Cardiothoracic Surgeon
Texas Heart Institute

Dr. Hofstetter, M.D., is currently Professor and Deputy Chair
in the Department of Thoracic and Cardiovascular Surgery
and serves as Director of the Esophageal Surgery Program.
A graduate of the University of Southern California Medical School,

Dr. Hofstetter focused on thoracic surgical disease, completing fellowships

in esophageal and foregut surgeries at the University of Southern California,
and then thoracic oncology at M. D. Anderson Cancer Center. Broadly trained
as a cardiothoracic surgeon and thoracic oncologist at the Texas Heart
Institute, he now devotes a great deal of his work to esophageal cancer and
lung cancer. At M. D. Anderson, he formed a strong network of clinicians

with specific interests in esophageal diseases. A multidisciplinary group
emerged under his able leadership, and together, physicians from other
specialties like Gastrointestinal Medical Oncology, Radiation Oncology, and
Gastroenterology collaborate closely to treat esophageal cancer patients.

Board certified both by the American Board of Surgery and the American
Board of Thoracic Surgery, Dr. Hofstetter is nationally and internationally
involved in a host of clinical and scientific endeavors with membership

in several organizations, the Society for Surgery of the Alimentary Tract,
the General Thoracic Surgical Club, the American Association for Thoracic
Surgery, including the Society of Thoracic Surgeons, and the International
Association for the Study of Lung Cancer. His research, which forms a vital
part of his academic role, has led to numerous peer-reviewed publications,
notably in such journals as the Journal of Thoracic and Cardiovascular
Surgery, Annals of Thoracic Surgery, and Cancer.



DR. JOSEPH PHILLIPS

Thoracic Surgeon
Dartmouth University

Dr. Phillips, MD is an Associate Professor of Surgery at
Dartmouth-Hitchcock Medical Center and The Geisel School
of Medicine at Dartmouth. He is a general thoracic surgeon
specializing in minimally invasive robotic oncologic surgery. His research
interests are in tumor immunology in non-small cell lung cancer and health
services research, including implementation of patient reported outcomes to
improve care in the areas of smoking cessation, lung cancer and esophageal
cancer. He is the current President of the Thoracic Surgery Outcomes
Research Network (ThORN). He currently serves on the Executive Councils
of the Association for Academic Surgery and the Society of University
Surgeons. He also serves on the Society of Thoracic Surgeons A&P General
Thoracic Review Committee, the Leadership Institute Task Force, and is

the Chair of the Mid-Career Development Task Force for the Workforce on
Career Development.




DR. ROOS POUW

Gastroenterologist
University of Utrecht

Dr. Pouw is a gastroenterologist at the Amsterdam
University Medical Centers in the Netherlands. In 2011
Dr. Pouw obtained her PhD-degree Cum Laude with her thesis

entitled “Endoscopic Eradication of Barrett’s Esophagus with early neoplasia.”
Next to her clinical work, Dr. Pouw supervises a number of research lines on
endoscopic management of early Barrett’s neoplasia, and for this work,

she received the UEG Rising Star award in 2021.

DR. FRANCO ROVIELLO

Upper Gastrointestinal surgeon
University of Siena

Prof. Dr. Franco Roviello is a Full Professor of General
Surgery, Director of the Division of General and Oncologic
Surgery at Policlinico Santa Maria alle Scotte Hospital Siena,
University of Siena, and Head of the Minimally Invasive and Robotic Surgery
Program of the University of Siena. Board Member of the International
Gastric Cancer Association, President-Elect of the Italian Society of Surgical
Oncology (SICO), and member of the Italian Society of Surgery. Since 2012
he has been Associate Editor for upper gastrointestinal surgery of the
European Journal of Surgical Oncology (EJSO). He is a founding member
and coordinator of GIRCG (ltalian Research Group for Gastric Cancer).




DR. NINA SANFORD

Gastrointestinal Radiologist
University of Texas Southwestern

Dr. Nina N. Sanford is an Associate Professor and Chief
of Gastrointestinal Radiation at the University of Texas
Southwestern (UTSW). She grew up in the Boston area, received

her bachelor’s degree from Princeton University, medical degree from
Harvard Medical School, and completed a residency in radiation oncology
at the combined Massachusetts General Hospital/Brigham and Women’s
Hospital program in 2018. Now in Dallas, her academic interests are in
clinical trials, both at the institutional and cooperative group levels. She is a
member of the NCI Pancreas Task Force, chairs the NRG Pancreas Working
Group and is Pl of a Phase Ill cooperative group trial assessing the role of
dose-escalated radiotherapy in locally advanced pancreas cancer. Through
conducting and researching clinical trials, her goal is to elucidate when

and in whom radiotherapy should be used, and how to design trials that
can best demonstrate the value of radiotherapy. Dr. Sanford enjoys writing
and teaching, and serves on the editorial board of JCO. She has received
numerous accolades such as the UTSW 2021 Leaders in Clinical Excellence
Rising Star Award.




DR. MARK
VAN BERGE HENEGOUWEN

Surgeon
Amsterdam University Medical Center

Dr. Mark . van Berge Henegouwen was appointed professor

of Surgery in 2017 at the University of Amsterdam UMC. He performed
his fellowship in gastrointestinal, upper Gl and minimally invasive surgery
at the Academic Medical Center in Amsterdam where he started as senior
consultant in 2006.

Dr. Mark van Berge Henegouwen’s clinical practice is dedicated to patients
with malignancies of the esophagus and stomach. The Amsterdam UMC

is currently one of the largest centers for esophageal and gastric cancer

in Europe and is a tertiary referral center for these patients with around
250 esophago-gastric resections annually.

Dr. Mark van Berge Henegouwen has introduced minimally invasive and
robotic surgery for esophageal and gastric cancer at his center in 2009 and
now around 9o percent of patients is treated thoraco-laparoscopically or
robotically.

Dr. Mark van Berge Henegouwen is a Principal Investigator in upper Gl
cancer Surgery and his main research activities are focused on improvement
of outcomes in upper Gl cancer surgery, outcomes and centralization in the
Dutch Upper Gl Cancer Audit, the improvement of (minimally invasive and
robotic) techniques, neoadjuvant treatment regimens in esophageal and
gastric cancer, imaging techniques and quality of life in upper Gl

cancer surgery.



PROGRAM



7:30 am Breakfast and Registration
8:00am Welcome Message
Moderators:

Dr. Serge Mayrand, McGill University
and Dr. Sara Najmeh, McGill University

8:05am Novel Endoscopic Modalities to Identify and Treat Early
Neoplastic lesions of the Stomach and Esophagus
Dr. Roos Pouw - University of Utrecht, Netherlands
8:20am Image Guided Surgery for Gastric and Esophageal Cancer
Dr. Suzanne Gisbertz - University of Amsterdam,
Netherlands
8:35am Robotic Gastrectomy and Extended D2/D3
Lymphadenectomy
Dr. Franco Roviello - University of Siena, Italy
8:50 am Antibody Drug Conjugates in Upper Gl Cancers:
The Start of a New Era
Dr. Mélina Boutin - Hopital Charles Lemoyne, Canada
9:05 am Incorporating Proton Therapy in Esophageal Cancer -
what’s the benefit and what is the evidence?
Dr. Nina Sanford - University of Texas Southwestern, USA
9:20 am Case presentations
9:50 am Question period
10:00 am

-10:30 am

Refreshment Break & Exhibits
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Moderators:

Dr. Jamil Asselah, McGill University
and Dr. Carmen Mueller, McGill University

10:30 am

Organ Sparing Approaches for T1B Esophageal Cancer:
Expanding the Indications for Endoscopic Resection of
High-Risk Tumours

Dr. Roos Pouw - Utrecht, Netherlands

10:45 am

Navigating The Esophageal Adenocarcinoma
Neoadjuvant Landscape after ESOPEC and SANO:
Can we agree that Chemotherapy and Surgery is the
Standard of Care?

Dr. Jonathan Cools-Lartigue - McGill University, Canada

11:00 am

Post ESOPEC & Matterhorn: where does radiotherapy
fit in the management of esophagogastric cancers?

Dr. Nina Sanford - University of Texas Southwestern, USA

11:15 am

SANO, SINO, NEEDS: Selective vs Elective Surgery after
Neoadjuvant Chemoradiation

Dr. Wayne Hofstetter - MD Anderson, USA

11:30 pm

Immune Checkpoint Inhibition in the Neoadjuvant
Setting for Esophageal Cancer: Who Benefits?

Dr. Timothy Asmis - University of Ottawa, Canada

11:45 pm

What Does Pathological Response Mean? Refining
Tumour Regression Grade after Chemotherapy

Dr. Greta Evaristo and Dr. Luis Santos Castro -
McGill University, Canada

12:00 pm

Case Presentations

12:30 pm

12:45 pm
-1:30 pm

Question period

Lunch and Exhibits
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Moderators:

Dr. Sara Soldera, McGill University and
Dr. Mathieu Rousseau , McGill University

1:30 pm

Oligometastatic Gastro-Esophageal Cancer -
When to Invoke Local Therapy?

Dr. Mark van Berge Henegouwen - University of
Amsterdam, Netherlands

1:45 pm

Systemic Therapies for Metastatic Gastro-Esophageal
Adenocarcinoma: How to Appropriately Incorporate and
Prioritize Protein and Genomic Biomarkers?

Dr. Rachel Goodwin - University of Ottawa, Canada

2:00 pm

Peritoneal Directed Therapies for Upper Gl Cancers -
What is the Best Approach and Who Benefits?

Dr. Franco Roviello - University of Siena, Italy

2:15 pm

Occult Neuroendocrine-Adenocarcinoma of the
Esophagus — A Mechanism of Therapeutic Resistance

Dr. Swneke Bailey and Dr. Lorenzo Ferri - McGill University,
Canada

2:30 pm

Signet Ring Cell Adenocarcinoma of the Esophagus -
Implications for Treatment

Dr. Kim Ma - McGill University, Canada

2:45 pm

Case Presentations

3:15 pm

3:30 pm
-3:45 pm

Question period

Refreshment Break
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Moderators:

Dr. Jonathan Cools-Lartigue, McGill University and
Dr. Mark van Berge Henegouwen, University of Amsterdam

3:45 pm

Cooking Up Controversy: Impact of Food Deserts on
Esophageal Cancer Outcomes

Dr. Joseph Phillips - Dartmouth University, USA

4:00 pm

Post Esophagectomy Anastomotic Leak: Early vs Late
Source Control

Dr. Wayne Hofstetter - MD Anderson, USA

4:15 pm

Enhanced Recovery Programs for Gastric
Adenocarcinoma and GIST - Are We Pushing the Limit?

Dr. Carmen Mueller - McGill University, Canada

4:30 pm

Reducing Esophageal Cancer Patient Anxiety:
An Integral Component of Prehabilitation

Dr. Trafford Crump - McGill University, Canada

4:45 pm

Omentectomy for Gastric Cancer: Are We Just
Chewing the Fat?

Dr. Suzanne Gisbertz - University of Amsterdam,
Netherlands

5:00 pm

Question period

5:15 pm

5:30 pm
-7:00 pm

Closing remarks

Cocktail reception at Sofitel Hotel
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THANK YOU TO OUR GOLD SPONSOR

Helping bring renewed hope
to Canadians living with cancer
through our commitment to
redefining what is possible

To help achieve a world where patients no longer fear a cancer diagnosis, we work to deliver
innovative solutions that help improve lives and contribute to making more tomorrows
possible. From the latest advancements in immuno-oncology to our pipeline of innovative
medicines, we are working every day to help transform the way cancer is treated and ensure
these solutions are accessible to the patients who need them most. Knowing this goes
beyond medicine, we work with the entire oncology community to understand the patient
journey, which is as unique and complex as cancer itself, to help address needs and remove
barriers along the way. Our eyes are firmly set on the future, and through our collective
passion and expertise, we believe we have what it takes to help change the course of cancer.

© 2023 Merck & Co., Inc., Rahway, NJ, USA and its
affiliates. All rights reserved. CA-NON-03833
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