
Eric M. Flanders Lectureship in Lung Cancer 
 
Kappy Flanders was a loyal Governor of the Montreal General Hospital 
Foundation. Her longstanding support of the MGH has allowed our teams to 
revolutionize lung cancer treatments and palliative care.  
 
She believed in the importance of innovation and continuing education, which is 
why she established the Eric Flanders Lectureship in Lung Cancer in honour of her 
late husband.  
 
For over 30 years, this visiting professorship has held a much-anticipated position 
in the academic calendar and has brought leading lung cancer specialists from 
across the globe to McGill. 

These lectureships facilitated cross germination of new paradigms in patient care, 
research ideas, and clinical trainees between the visitor and the host institution, 
and without a doubt has had a profound and lasting impact on the care of those 
suffering from lung cancer not only here in Montreal, but across Canada. 

In thoracic surgical oncology 
alone, three of our current 
attending surgeons thank their 
fellowship training to 
collaborative partnerships that 
originated during the Flanders 
Visiting Professorship in Lung 
Cancer.  

Mrs. Flanders believed in the 
importance of supporting our 
visionaries and most of all, in 
the importance of action. She 
once said, “I believe that the 
world needs people with great 
ideas, but just as much, it 

needs people to implement those ideas. People who stick with things, worrying 
away at them, being persistent, getting things done. If someone has a great idea, 
I’ll work until that idea becomes a reality.” 

In 2003, in recognition of her exceptional contributions to the community, she was 
awarded the Governor-General’s Meritorious Service Medal. In 2009, she received 
an Honorary Doctor of Laws from McGill and in 2014 she was inducted as a 
Member of the Order of Canada. 

Kappy Flanders passed away in June 2020 and her children requested that the 
lectureship be renamed for both their parents. 
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Solange Peters MD, PhD 
 

Solange Peters, MD, PhD, is a full professor, and chair of medical oncology and 
the thoracic malignancies programme in the Department of Oncology at the 
University Hospital of Lausanne in Lausanne, Switzerland. She received both 
her doctorate in medicine and PhD from the University Hospital of Lausanne. 
After completing her clinical education in medical oncology and molecular 
biology in Switzerland and Italy, Prof. Peters specialized in thoracic tumours, 
lung cancer, and pleural tumours. 

Prof. Peters is currently in charge of teaching and patient care in thoracic 
malignancies at Lausanne University, where she is building a translational 
programme in collaboration with the Swiss Federal Institute of Technology and 
the Ludwig Institute. Her main fields of interest are new biomarker discovery 
and validation in preclinical and clinical settings, multimodality strategies for 
locally advanced non-small cell lung cancer (NSCLC), as well as cancer 
immunotherapy. Her current research projects are mainly focused on 
innovative immunotherapy combinations and new immunomodulating 
treatments across thoracic malignancies.  

She acts as the local principal investigator (PI) for lung trials opened at 
Lausanne Cancer Centre and is a co-PI of several other trials. Additionally, she 
acts as the scientific committee chair and Foundation Council member of the 
European Thoracic Oncology Platform. She was recently nominated as the 
Strategic Advisory Board President of the Paris Saclay Cancer Cluster and is 
part of the Board of Directors of the Swiss National Cancer League. 

Prof. Peters has authored more than 500 peer-reviewed manuscripts and book 
chapters, acts as Associate Editor of the Annals of Oncology, Deputy Editor of 
Lung Cancer, and serves on the editorial board of several other oncology 
journals. She was the deputy editor of the Journal of Thoracic Oncology for 10 
years.  

Prof. Peters is active in the educational programmes of the European Society 
for Medical Oncology (ESMO), where she created the Women for Oncology 
Committee and for which she was the youngest President ever for an 
extended time of 3 years 2020-2022, and the International Association for the 
Study of Lung Cancer (IASLC), where she was a member of the Board of 
Directors. 

 

 
EVENT PROGRAM 

 

ES1.1129 – Auditorium of the RI-MUHC 
 
Welcome and introduction – Dr. Scott Owen and Dr. Jonathan 
Spicer 
 
08h00 – 09h00 Oncology Grand Rounds 
Presentation by Dr. Peters 
Novel therapeutics for non-small cell lung cancer: Paving the way to 
rational combinations 
 
9h00-09h15  Coffee break 
Provided by Presse Café located in the Atrium 
Please present your ticket for a regular coffee, tea or juice and loaf 
bread of your choice 
 
09h15-11h00  Case presentations and Trainee teaching 
 
16h00 – 17h00  Thoracic Oncology Tumor Board  
Presentation by Dr. Peters 
Unmet needs in early-stage lung cancer and how to optimally 
combine systemic and local therapies 
 

*** 
 
Oncology Grand Rounds and Thoracic Oncology Tumor board are an 
accredited group learning activity as defined by the maintenance of 
certification of the Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons of Canada  
 
This program meets the accreditation criteria as defined by the 
Maintenance of Certification program of the Royal College of Physicians 
and Surgeons of Canada for up to 4 Section 1 credits/hours. 

 

 


