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Kimberly-Clark’s RightCycle Program™ 

Start Your Waste Reduction Journey! 

This letter is to confirm that the Montreal Neurological Institute (Green Initiative 
Labs) will reduce waste and adopt more sustainable business practices by recycling 
non-hazardous PPE apparel items, nitrile and latex gloves from Kimberly-Clark 
Professional* through The RightCycle Program ™. 

 

As part of this journey, the facility will: 

 

1) Place collection boxes as necessary throughout the facility and train 
employees on how to properly dispose of non-hazardous Kimberly-Clark 
Professional* apparel items, nitrile and latex gloves. 

2) E-mail RightCycle@kcc.com when full pallets are ready to ship and 
request an RC# that will help track your shipment for future reporting and 
metrics. 

3) Label the full pallet(s) or boxes with the provided stickers, and include the 
RC# on the sticker, to ensure proper tracking and recycling metrics.  

Three MNI labs have already started to embark on the journey but it is too soon 
to track KPI. As an example, please find the attached Case Study from Purdue 
University as a comparable. 

We look forward to continuing this journey with the Montreal Neurology 
Institute and hope to divert as much waste as possible towards a ZERO WASTE 
environment. 

Sincerely, 

Renee Carter • Eastern Canada Territory Account Manager 

Kimberly-Clark Scientific 

438-994-5317 (mobile)  

renee.carter@kcc.com • www.kcprofessional.com 

mailto:renee.carter@kcc.com
http://www.kcprofessional.com/


case study

Purdue University Diverts a Ton of Solid Waste
by Recycling Gloves Through the RightCycle* Program
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The Challenge 

Across its campus in the course of a year, Purdue University  

uses approximately 360,000 disposable gloves. That’s a lot of 

trash – 3.5 tons to be exact, all of which would normally wind 

up in a landfill.

The university, based in West Lafayette, Indiana, has won 

numerous awards for sustainability. Its efforts extend to many 

different areas – recycling, planning management, landscaping 

and green construction. With a diversion rate goal of 85 percent, 

the university is always seeking new and different ways to reduce 

its solid waste stream.

The Solution 

In 2014, Purdue University added glove recycling to its list 

of sustainability accomplishments. 

That’s when it embarked upon a unique recycling effort in its 

Brown, Wetherill and Drug Discovery Building labs. It adopted 

RightCycle* by Kimberly-Clark Professional*, the first large-scale 

recycling program for non-hazardous lab waste.

“It was brought to my attention that Kimberly-Clark Professional 

had a glove recycling program,” said Suzy Gustafson, chemistry 

procurement manager. “So we tried it.”  

RightCycle* helps research 

labs and pharmaceutical 

companies divert waste from 

landfills, while converting 

hard-to-recycle products 

such as nitrile gloves and 

garments into flowerpots, 

lawn furniture, benches and 

bicycle racks, and (when mixed with other recycled materials) 

parking curbs, speed bumps, conveyor belts and mud flaps. 

RightCycle* was launched in 2011. Since then, the number of 

customers participating in the program has significantly increased, 

leading to the diversion of more than 200 tons of waste. Kimberly-

Clark Professional* recently expanded the program to Western 

Europe and is exploring growth in other regions.

The Purdue University chemistry labs now recycle Kimberly-

Clark* Purple Nitrile* gloves, Kimberly-Clark* Lavender* Nitrile 

gloves and Kimberly-Clark* Sterling* Nitrile gloves. And here’s 

another plus: In addition to being recyclable, the gloves are 

manufactured in a zero-waste facility and feature waste-reducing, 

environmentally responsible packaging. 

The Results 

Since November 2014, the chemistry department at 

Purdue University has diverted 2,266 pounds of lab gloves 

from landfills. 

Michael Gulich, director of university sustainability, is now  

looking to expand the program to other campus labs as well 

as food preparation areas. 

“Once you address cans, bottles, paper and cardboard recycling, 

you get into smaller niche streams,” he said. “We have some 

addressed very well, such as electronics waste and landscape 

debris. Previously, gloves didn’t have a solution. Anything that 

increases our diversion rate is good.”

To learn more, visit KCProfessional.com or contact your Sales Representative
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October 5, 2018

Dear Sustainability Projects Fund Committee Members,

We are writing to express our support for the `Green  Labs Initiative at the Neuro' application to the

MCGill Sustainability  Projects  Fund.

We are students and faculty members in  labs based at the  Montreal Neurological  Institute (MNl). We

are aware of the enormous environmental impact that our research has, and are excited to be a part of

an  initiative to address this. We will  participate by attending information sessions, encouraging our labs

to partake in the recycling programs and campaigns, and doing our part to improve our research

practices with the  information  and  resources the Green  Labs  Initiative will  provide. This initiative is a

great step  in  building an informed, collaborative and  responsible research  community and would fill an
unmet  need  at the  MNl, given our isolation from  MCGill  main campus and the sustainability projects

taking place there.
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Task List 

Website creator 

- Secure domain (try for McGill server) 
- Create website template  
- Develop user-friendly and aesthetic design 
- Assemble content from data collection and project volunteers 
- Organize information into separate pages 
- Launch completed website and promote it through other social media 
- Website upkeep and information updates, monitoring and recording metrics 

Data collection 

- Meet with lab ambassadors for updates from each lab 
- Gather recycling information (number of glove and tip boxes shipped for recycling) 
- Tally and report campaign participant numbers 
- Record reduction in container / cup use, where possible  
- Create surveys after information sessions; review and collate responses  
- Keep track of participating labs over one year; create contact list  
- Create year-end project report  

Note: We have not attached CVs as we have not assigned these roles to specific members yet. Several 
members within our team possess the necessary skills for both jobs, but depending on time 
commitments we may recruit other students from the program if necessary.  



Institut et hôpital neurologiques de Montréal 

3801, rue University, Montréal (Québec) H3A 2B4 

T.514.398.5250   damien.chalaud@mcgill.ca   leneuro.ca 

Montreal Neurological Institute and Hospital 

3801 University Street, Montreal, Quebec H3A 2B4 

T.514.398.5250 damien.chalaud@mcgill.ca   theneuro.ca 

Dear Sustainability Projects Fund Committee Members 

I am writing this letter in support of the ‘Green Labs Initiative at The Neuro’ application to the 
McGill Sustainability Projects Fund. 

As Senior Director of Communications at the Montreal Neurological Institute and Hospital, I 
support the efforts of the ‘Green Labs Initiative at The Neuro’ to reduce the environmental 
impact of research at The Neuro. When appropriate, the Communications team will work with 
the Green Labs team to aid them in communicating the importance of implementing sustainable 
programs, disseminating information about the group’s projects and programs for lab 
consumables and engaging researchers to be more environmentally conscious.  

We will make every effort to raise awareness throughout The Neuro and encourage faculty, staff 
and students to participate in this drive to be more eco-friendly. 

I am very pleased to see that students and staff in our laboratories are taking the initiative to 
ensure the sustainability of our research. 

Sincerely, 

Damien Chalaud 
Senior Director of Communications 
Montreal Neurological Institute and Hospital 

Damien Chalaud 
Senior Director of Communications 

mailto:damien.chalaud@mcgill.ca
mailto:damien.chalaud@mcgill.ca





