
SILVER SPONSORS            BRONZE SPONSOR

McGill University
Department of Surgery

DR. FRASER GURD (1914-1995)    Dr. Fraser Gurd graduated from 
the Faculty of Medicine at McGill University in 1939. He succeeded 
Dr. H. Rocke Robertson as Chairman of the Department of Surgery, 
McGill University in 1962. Throughout his career, Dr. Gurd 
demonstrated a remarkable interest in research with several 
significant investigations into the treatment of shock and trauma. 
Perhaps his greatest contribution relates to the development of 
surgical scientists. Dr. Gurd has received many honours including 
the Royal College's Duncan Graham Award for outstanding 
service in medical education. He was an Emeritus Professor of 
Surgery at McGill University. The presentations by the residents 
and fellows are a tribute to the many contributions of Dr. Fraser Gurd.

DR. FRASER N. GURD

Fraser N. Gurd 
Visiting Professors
1990  DR. RICHARD J. FINLEY
199 1 DR. DONALD S. COFFEY
1992  DR. J. ALEX HALLER, JR.
1993 DR. WARD O. GRIFFEN, JR.
1994 DR. MARTIN C. ROBSON
1995 DR. LASALLE D. LEFFALL, JR.
1996  DR. JOHN H. WEDGE
1997 DR. RALPH V. CLAYMAN
1998 DR. CHARLES M. BALCH
1999 DR. ALDEN H. HARKEN
2000 DR. DHIRAJ M. SHAH
200 1 DR. JACK W. MCANINCH

2002 DR. J. A. MUIR GRAY
2003 DR. SHUKRI F. KHURI
2004 DR. STEPHEN J. MATHES
2005 DR. ANTHONY ATALA
2006 DR. ROBERT F. MCLAIN
2007 DR. RICHARD M. SATAVA
2008 DR. PETER C. NELIGAN
2009 DR. THOMAS M. KRUMMEL
2010 DR. JULIE ANN FREISCHLAG     
2011  DR. CY FRANK
2012  DR. CHRISTOPHER ELLISON
2013  DR. JOHN G. HUNTER

2014  DR. W. MARSTON LINEHAN
2015  DR. MICHAEL T. LONGAKER
2016  DR. JOHN D. BIRKMEYER
2017 DR. ELLIOT CHAIKOF
2018 DR. ALBERTO R. FERRERES 
2019 DR. BARBARA LEE BASS
2020  NO MEETING
2021 DR. CLIFFORD Y. KO
2022 DR. SUSAN MOFFAT-BRUCE
2023 DR. MELINA R. KIBBE
2024 PROF. JOHN V. REYNOLDS
2025 DR. DIANA L. FARMER
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29 mai 2025
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Dr. Diana L. Farmer, an internationally 
renowned fetal and neonatal surgeon, is 
Distinguished Professor, Pearl Stamps 
Stewart Endowed Chair, and Chair of 
the Department of Surgery, University 
of California, Davis. She is also Chief of 
Pediatric Surgery at Shriner's Hospitals 
- Northern California, and Founder and 
Co-director of the Center for Surgical 
Bioengineering. 

Dr. Farmer's lab focuses on regenerative medicine, specifically in utero 
stem cell therapy for myelomeningocele (MMC), the most severe form 
of spina bifida. In 2000, Dr. Farmer's team made the seminal discovery 
that hindbrain herniation could be ameliorated by prenatal surgical repair 
in fetal sheep. This breakthrough led to the $22 million-dollar, multi-
center Management of Myelomeningocele Study (MOMS), a randomized 
human clinical trial of MMC closure before and after birth. The trial showed 
conclusively that fetal surgery resulted in better outcomes. Dr. Farmer is 
now developing an allogeneic placental mesenchymal stem cell product 
to further treat in utero spina bifida. Her lab received Investigational New 
Drug (IND) approval with the Food and Drug Administration in 2020. 
Patient enrollment in the CuRe (Cellular Therapy for in Utero Repair of 
MMC) clinical trial is currently underway. 

Dr. Farmer has been honored with numerous awards throughout her career, 
including being a Luce Scholar, a recipient of Wellesley College's Alumnae 
Achievement Award, a member of the Royal College of Surgeons of 
England, past President of the American Pediatric Surgical Association, and 
past Chair of the Board of Governors of the American College of Surgeons. 
Dr. Farmer has long been a leader in global surgery and in 2016 she 
founded the Global Initiative for Children's Surgery, subsequently receiving 
the 2020 Universitas 21 Award for Contribution to Internationalization in 
Surgical Education. She is a Regent of the American College of Surgeons 
and was the 2022 President of the American Surgical Association. 

FRASER GURD 
SURGICAL RESEARCH FORUM

may 29th, 2025

This event is an accredited group learning Section 1 
activity as defined by the Maintenance of Certification 
program of the Royal College of Physicians and 
Surgeons of Canada. 

DIANA L. FARMER, MD, FACS, FRCS
CHAIR, DEPARTMENT OF SURGERY, UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, DAVIS

CHIEF OF PEDIATRIC SURGERY, SHRINER'S HOSPITALS
CALIFORNIA, USA

PROGRAM 
THURSDAY, MAY 29th, 2025

          OSLER Amphitheatre (MGH SITE)  
                                    Zoom access: 

7:30 am – 8:30 am DR. DIANA FARMER 
The Surgeon-Scientist: Past, Present, and Future
Objectives:
1. Understand the history of surgeon-scientists who 

have Nobel Laureates 
2. Understand the use of stem cell therapy for fetal 

interventions 
3. Better understand the challenges for developing 

surgeon-scientists.

8:45 am –12:00 pm Scientific Presentations

12:00 pm –12:30 pm Lunch

12:30 pm –1:30 pm Lunch Symposium:
From idea to changing patient care- innovating  
in surgical and interventional sciences  

 `Why should a surgical department prioritize  
innovation?  
– Dr. G. Fried
 ` From a clinical problem to a new operation  
- Dr. D. Farmer
 ` From a clinical problem in trauma to invention 
- Dr. G. Berry
 ` From a clinical problem in endoscopy to  
commercialization  
- Dr. Yen-I Chen

1:30 pm –3:30 pm Scientific Presentations

6:00 pm FRASER GURD BANQUETFRASER GURD BANQUET
Ritz Carlton Hotel
1228 Sherbrooke St. West
Montreal, Quebec
H3G 1H6

https://mcgill.zoom.us/j/85951530005
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