
Academics Wellbeing Social Engagement

Purpose:

Check-in on students' experience of the winter semester

Learn about student intentions and preferences for Summer and Fall 2021

Launch period: March 18 to April 8, 2021

Response rate: 24% overall (or 8,087 out of 34,401)

CURRENT LOCATION

STUDENT LIFE ACTIVITIES: To prioritize in-person for Fall 2021 

Checking in Today, Planning for 
Tomorrow Survey
Undergraduate Results

75%
Montreal area including 

6% in a McGill Residence

13%
elsewhere in 

Canada

12%
international 

location

85%
same time zone 

as Montreal

came to use a 
study hub

felt comfortable / 
very comfortable

30%76%

56%

26%

27% of Undergrads
had courses with Tier 2 
activities

48% of Undergrads
are spending more hours on each 
course compared to Fall 2020

ACADEMIC EXPERIENCE

85% Flexible hours to complete assessments

84% Recorded live lectures

72% Flexible assessment options

66% Final exams done online

Ge�ing and staying motivated 90%

Difficulty focusing 89%

Time management 85%

Balancing learning and personal 

responsibilities
80%

Balancing learning and professional 

responsibilities
79%

CHALLENGES WORKING WELL

Student-led 
Extracurriculars 

(e.g. clubs)

51%

Orientation / 
Welcome back to 
Campus Activities

40%

Athletics 
and 

Recreation

47%

14%

Appointments 
with Academic 

Advising

37% 24%

McGILL EXPERIENCE

visited 5 times 
or fewer

58%

48%*
Have been to 

campus

Of Undergrads not in 
the Montreal area

38%
Of Undergrads 

rate their overall 
experience as 

Good or 
Excellent

*Does not include students who live in residence

% of students that found each equally or more challenging than in Fall 2020 % of students wanting these aspects to be maintained when in-person learning resumes

Of Undergrads in 
the Montreal area

49%
Moved away 

this year

moved because 
of remote 

delivery

84%

moved to be 
close to 

family/friends

74%

moved to be in a place 
with fewer COVID 
cases / restrictions

59%

Appointments 
with Student 

Services

Food and 
Dining 

Services

21%

STUDENT VOICES:  4 major themes emerged

Wellbeing

On-Campus 
Presence

Academic 
Support

Financial Support

% Agree / strongly agree that aspects of their McGill 
experience are progressing well

Student 
Voice

"Courses have become 
extremely challenging 

more than necessary and 
workload has increased in 
comparison to in person 

times. This affected many 
students’ mental health 
and caused increased 

stress and anxiety"

"These two semesters have 
hit everyone hard, and it's 

tougher to gain motivation in 
focusing. Grades may slip, 
and I hope McGill and its 
academic system can be 

sympathetic to that"

“Safety is still a priority with 
keeping the flexibility … we 

haven’t done in class learning 
in more than a year.”

"Though I pointed out that I 
struggled with time 

management/balancing duties 
out of school/staying 

motivated, etc., I still rated my 
student experience as a Great 

because McGill/professors 
have been very helpful and 

supportive"

"It would be really nice to have more in-
person activities and get to interact with 

peers. It's very hard to stay motivated and 
not feel lonely"

"The remote semesters have gotten 
progressively more difficult and, 

personally, financial struggles have been 
the biggest concern"


