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participants

On-campus
research space

Field research site Lab equipment IT equipment High-speed
Internet

moved to be 
close to 

family/friends

70%

Academics Wellbeing Social Engagement

Purpose:

Check-in on students' experience of the winter semester

Assess impact of COVID-19 on research, funding and trajectory

Learn about student intentions and preferences for Summer and Fall 2021

Launch period: March 18 to April 8, 2021

Response rate: 24% overall (or 8,087 out of 34,401)

CURRENT LOCATION

STUDENT LIFE ACTIVITIES: To prioritize in-person for Fall 2021

Checking in Today, Planning for 
Tomorrow Survey
Graduate Student Results

79%
Montreal area including 1̀% 

in a McGill Residence

11%
elsewhere in 

Canada

9%
international 

location

89%
same time zone 

as Montreal

came to conduct 
research

felt comfortable / 
very comfortable

50%79%

71%

35%

12% of Graduate Students
had courses with Tier 2 activities

37% of Graduate Students
are spending more hours on each 
course compared to Fall 2020

ACADEMIC EXPERIENCE

68% Recorded live lectures

65% Flexible hours to complete assessments

55% Virtual office hours

52% Flexible assessment options

Ge�ing and staying motivated 85%

Difficulty focusing 83%

Time management 79%

Balancing learning and professional 

responsibilities
79%

Balancing learning and personal 

responsibilities
75%

CHALLENGES WORKING WELL

Student-led 
Extracurriculars 

(e.g. clubs)

33%

Orientation / 
Welcome back to 
Campus Activities

24%

Athletics 
and 

Recreation

45%

12%

Appointments 
with Academic 

Advising

35% 30%

McGILL EXPERIENCE

visited 5 times 
or fewer

41%

50%*
Have been to 

campus

Of Graduate Students 
not in the Montreal area

52%
Of Graduate 

Students rate 
their overall 

experience as 
Good or 
Excellent

*Does not include students who live in residence

% of students that found each equally or more challenging than in Fall 2020 % of students wanting these aspects to be maintained when in-person learning resumes

Of Graduate Students 
in the Montreal area

38%
Moved away 

this year

moved because 
of remote 

delivery

69%

moved for more 
emotional support

48%

Appointments 
with Student 

Services

Food and 
Dining 

Services

20%

STUDENT VOICES: 4 major themes emerged

Wellbeing

On-Campus 
Presence

Academic 
Support

Financial Support

% Agree / strongly agree that aspects of their McGill 
experience are progressing well

Student 
Voice

PHD AND MASTER'S THESIS EXPERIENCE

CHALLENGES
% of students with limited or no access to each resource needed for their research

CHANGING PLANS

40% 
plan to graduate later than they 
had expected, 30% are unsure.

44% 
changed their research 
projects.

Added pressures of the pandemic are

affecting my productivity
79%

Data collection was interrupted 62%

Data collection will take longer than 

anticipated
52%

Delays in receiving feedback from my 

supervisor/supervisory commi�ee
30%

I am not ready to enter the job market 18%

Lack of clarity on how to meet my 

program's requirements
17%

54%
45% 43%

34%
22%

16%

10% 
had their stipend affected.

Factors delaying graduation:

"I think it should be made 
clear to graduate students 
how McGill will consider 
all the research time lost 

due to the pandemic. I feel 
behind in my research 
progress even though I 

cut components out. I am 
afraid I will run out of the 

time afforded to me 
before completing my 

thesis"

Grad student mental 
health has been 

drastically impacted by 
our inability to do 

research. We have lost 
publications, grants, 

collaborations, data, and 
the ability to graduate on 

time. Many of us have 
been considering 

dropping out.

"I'm concerned about 
my financial support 

from McGill running out 
before I complete my 

degree, which is 
delayed due to COVID. I 

don't know how I will 
get enough money  for 
the extra semester or 

year i will need"

"Mental health needs to 
be a high priority, and 
financial support for 

students is key to 
addressing it. If students 
are directed to therapy 

etc. without being 
financially supported 

they're not being 
supported for mental 

health".

"I really enjoyed the online 
aspect of the lectures, and 
it allowed greater flexibility 
and allowed me to prioritize 
when I do what. However, 
Winter 2021 has become 
harder than Fall 2020 in 

terms of my motivation and 
ability to focus and study."

"Graduate students have lost 
access to their work spaces and 

research materials. We have 
been expected to complete our 

dissertations within the same 
time frame that we were 

following pre-pandemic, and the 
university has offered little to no 

support to graduate students 
who have had to access all of 

their materials online. "


