
F!ATRIC GENERAlSURGERYATTHEMCH:

NEW CAPTAIN, NEW CREW, STEADY COURSE

On April 1st, 1996, soon after turning 65, Dr. Frank M. Guttman stepped down as Division
Chief in Pediatric General Surgery, a position he filled with honor since 1981. When he

took over the service from Dr. Herb Owen, the
other staff were Drs. Harvey Beardmore, David
Murphy, Noelle Grace, Gary Mackie and Sami
Youssef. (Dr. Karn died suddenly in 1981). Since

Pediatric General
Surgery at the MCH
~ then, Dr.Grace moved to Toronto,
~ Dr.Mackie to California, Dr.Owen
~ died while still clinically active,
! and Drs.Murphy and Beardmore
~ retired. Dr. Luong Nguyen
~ started on staff in 1982, and I
~ started in 1983. The service re-
ii= mained active clinically, adding
? programs in liver transplanta-

tion, ECMO and renal ~

(pleaseseeMCH, pg.4)
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OPERATIONS THATAREPASSE...
The light which experience gives us is a lantern on the stern
which shines only on the waves behind us.The image is beau-
tiful but the message misleading. Calvin Coolidge

Editorial Radical Mastectomy? When is the last time
one of these was done at McGill? Is it still in-

dicated for male patients with carcinoma of the breast? We
have gradually evolved through the phase of modified radical
mastectomy to breast conservation surgery at the present. It
is interesting to review old operations which have been aban-
doned as well as the almost complete disappearance of some
operations of the recent past and consider how many con-
temporary operations we will still be doing in the future.

THE SQUARE

i
3

from performing the multiple Turnbull colotomies. In
trauma, there have been major strides. For example, when
laparotomy is indicated for trauma, splenorraphy in many
cases will be preferred to splenectomy. Cecostomy is rarely
used nowadays because though it may decompress the large
bowel it does not defunction and it is difficult to manage.
In the management of epidermoid carcinoma of the anus,
the more conservative Nigro procedure may be elected rather
than abdomino-perineal resection.

Nowadays, the cause of abdominal pain can still be mysteri-
ous. However, after a careful history and physical examina-
tion, we are much aided by ultrasonography, x-rays including
a and MRI scans and even laparoscopy. This is so true that
nowadays exploratory celiotomy is a rarity.

Surgery is a continually evolving discipline. By constantly re-
viewing our standards by means of Morbidity and Mortality
Rounds; looking at our data and peer reviewed articles, we can
continue to maintain high quality care by up-to-date meth-
ods of surgical treatment. With the explosion in technology,
we can now do endoscopy and Minimally Invasive Surgery
never dreamt of before. Witness the stapler! Every Resident
now learns to use the EEA,the GIA,the TlA and even the rotic-
ulator. Whatever happened to the Von Petz clamp?

At the recent meeting of the Royal College and CAGSin Halifax
in September, we heard about the experience in laparoscopic
cholecystectomy, Nissen fundoplication, adrenalectomy, splenec-
tomy and bowel resection in Crohn's disease. There are so many
open operative methods to cure inguinal hemias that entire text-
books have been written on this subject. Current~, this can be
relatively simply managed by laparoscopic hemiorraphy.

What next? To maintain that we must keep abreast seems
trite and simplistic and yet a Surgeon in his or her career must
always be on the lookout for methods to improve the surgical
treatment of our patients. •

.....................................................

~ Upcoming Events (Cont'd)

May 12-14, 1997
The Society for Surgery of the Alimentary Tract. The An-
nual Meeting will be held in Washington in conjunction with
Digestive Disease Week.

September 2S-28, 1997
Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons of Canada
Vancouver, British Columbia.

Regarding the old operations, consider the following: - Gas-
tropexy for gastroptosis; gastrojejunostomy alone for peptic
ulcer disease; nephropexy for "floating kidney"; thoracoplasty
for pulmonary tuberculosis with cavitation; lumbar sympa-
thectomy; and double barreled colostomy with restoration of
continuity by means of the Devine or DeBakey-Oschsner en-
terotome. These are only of historical interest.

There are an astonishing number of relatively recent opera-
tions which have been modified by current knowledge and
technology. For starters, only rarely are paramedian incisions
used. In the management of hiatus hernia, we used to argue
whether the right crus should be repaired anterior or poste-
rior to the vestibule of the esophagus and with absorbable or
non-absorbable sutures! We now know, of course, that it is
the competency of the gastroesophageal-sphincter which is
the culprit in reflux esophagitis. Pilonidal sinuses (?fistulae)
would be excised with a wide elliptical incision and allowed
to granulate in by secondary intention. The latter healing
process sometimes took months and was quite disabling to
our patients. The treatment of the hairs in a pilonidal cyst now
consists of removal of these under local anesthesia in an am-
bulatory setting. In the late sixties, it was not uncommon to
perform bilateral adrenalectomies and oophorectomies for ad-
vanced carcinoma of the breast. Though there were definite
indications for this major procedure at that time and though
the response was about 25%, we now have better methods of
hormone management. The Brunschwig total pancreatectomy
for carcinoma of the pancreas has been abandoned because it
left the patient with a difficult to manage labile diabetes mel-
litus. In cases of colonic bleeding, colonoscopy, scintigraphy
and/or mesenteric arteriography have happily precluded us
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Helene F/ageole Ken Shaw

~ trachea, ultrasound monitoring during gestation,
neonatal resuscitation and lung compliance studies, and de-
tailed morphometric analysis of the lungs. Her experience
with some cases of human fetal intervention in Leuven will
also give the necessary boost to form a "McGill Fetal Centre"
with ou r colleagues in Obstetrics, Genetics, Neonatology, and
other pediatric medical and surgical subspecialties. We hope
to act as a consultation and referral centre for fetal anomalies
for obstetricians, family physicians and parents from all areas
of the Province and beyond.

Annie Fecteau was Helene's classmate at McGill. She also com-
pleted General Surgery and Pediatric Surgery at McGill. Since
we can only take one resident per year in our program, we
were fortunate that Annie decided to spend two years in the
laboratory instead of one after her junior residency. This en-
abled her to obtain her M.Sc. in Experimental Surgery under
Dr.Guttman and Dr. Jean Tchervenkov, working on the induc-
tion of tolerance by donor-specific transfusions in the rat small

L.T.Nguyen
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Jean-Martin Laberge

bowel transplantation model. Annie is pursuing her interest
in transplantation by spending one year in clinical transplan-
tation in Cincinnati. Her recruitment will strengthen our re-
search and clinical endeavors in transplantation, both at the
Montreal Children's Hospital and McGill.

With such a team in place, we are in a good position to im-
prove the quality and quantity of our three major products:
Research, Teaching and Patient Care. In order to carry these
tasks into the next century, we have the "man" -power but
need better facilities and a closer relationship with our col-
leagues from the adult specialties at McGill. Therefore, we
strongly support the MUHCwith a new building on a new site.

If this article is boring to read, I am sorry. It is not a true
reflection of what goes on here. The fact is that we are
having a lot of fun at the MCH, just ask the residents who
have rotated here! •

.•.....•••.....•.•....••....•••....•....••...•••...•••...••...••...••...••....••.....•...••..•••..•••....•••..•••.

Harvey C. Brown

Appointment

EKL

··
····
···

·········

····
·······

Dr. Harvey C. Brown has been appoint-
ment new Chief of Division of Plastic
Surgery at McGill University effective Sep-
tember 1st, 1996. Dr. Brown has been a
staff member at The Montreal General
Hospital for over twenty-six years, and
became Director of the MGH Division of
Plastic Surgery in July, 1993. •

Sign

in a restaurant:

"Customerswho

think our waiters

are impolite should

see the manager."

-unknown
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~ Illinois.
• DOS and LOS: Current Management - Dr. Richard G. Mar-

golese, Montreal.
• Laparoscopic Pancreatectomy - Dr. Michel Gagner, Cleveland.
• Reflux Esophagitis - Dr. Gerald M. Fried, Montreal.
• Adjuvant and Neoadjuvant Therapy for Colorectal Cancer -

Dr. Norman Wolmark, Pittsburgh .
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• The Data on Aggressive Procedures - Dr. Michel Gagner,

Cleveland.
• General Session: Endoscopic Surgery: Whats Proven, Whats

Not - Moderator: Dr. Jonathan L. Meakins, Montreal.
• General Session: Management of Thoracic Trauma -

Moderator: Dr. David S. Mulder, Montreal. •

..................................................................................................................

UrolOgy alway>hashada respe<tabl,presence
at McGill and anecdotes abound about swashbuckling chiefs
plucking out diseased organs at lightening speed. This ac-

count, however, will concentrate
on the growth of the specialty in
the past half a century to become
an outstanding academic disci-
pline. At the outset, let me point

out that this is a personal account, and there may be detrac-
tors who disagree with my spin on events .

The History of

Urology at McGill

!2
~.,.
::r
DJ
'8 Willem Kolff invented the artificial kidney in the early 1940's, in,...
~ Holland (as the country was then known), and when he had four

machines available for outside trials, he sent one to New York
City, another to London, England, a third to Poland, and the
fourth to the Royal Victoria Hospital (RVH), Montreal, Quebec.
Thus, McGill and the RVHhas had a long and distinguished his-
tory of addressing the problem of renal failure. In 1958, the first
kidney transplantation in Canada; in fact, the first in the Com-
monwealth took place at the RVH. This was an isogeneic trans-
plant from one identical twin to another. Dr.Joe Luke was the
vascular surgeon, Dr. Ken MacKinnon the urologist, and Dr.John
Dossetor the physician involved in the endeavor. It was a mile-
stone and, indeed, a turning point in evolution of Urology at
McGill.

Before that time there were eminent Urologic Chiefs, like Drs.
Mackenzie, Smith, and Hawthorne, but their reputation lay
more in their ability to get a patient quickly and safely
through surgery - no mean task in the days before antibiotics,
fiberoptic light source and microlens optics.

Kenneth J. MacKinnon was the first Chief to establish Urology
at McGill as an academic specialty. He encouraged Jacques
Susset to pursue his interest in neurogenic bladder and Uro-
dynamics, then in its infancy. Dr. Susset is widely recognized
today as one of the founders of Urodynamics, a subspecialty

within Urology. Dr. MacKinnon recruited John Oliver to come
on staff, then Doug Morehouse after a Maclaughlin fellowship
spent acquiring skills in the correction of urethral stricture. He
appointed John Dossetor, a physician, as Research Director. I
became the first full-time appointment, after having obtained
a Ph.D. in Experimental Medicine in addition to the specialty
training. For years, I had an operating grant from the MRC
(Medical Research Council) to explore renal allograft rejection
in the rat. The Department also received generous funding
from the McConnell Foundation and the Kidney Disease Foun-
dation to explore the management of end-stage kidney fail-
ure. The RVH became a pioneering and leading centre for
cadaver source kidney transplantation.

Urological training was hospital based in the 1950's and early
60fs and gradually became more and more university based.
This change coincided with the implementation of a universal
Medicare program across Canada in the late 1960's. About this
time, Everett Reid was appointed Chief of Urology at The Mon-
treal General Hospital (MGH), and the fresh recruits there were
Duke Mclssac, Mike laplante and Doug Ackman. At the RVH,
John Foote, Bal Mount, Dale McClure, and John Trachtenberg
became staffmen. At the Jewish General Hospital (JGH), Steve
Jacobsen succeeded Clarence Schneiderman as Chief. Others
on staff there included Norm Halpern, Alex Brezinski, and Sam
Aronson. The Montreal Children's Hospital (MCH) was staffed
by a number of urologists, including Gary Mackie, Hy Rabi-
novitch, Tom Nearing, and Ivan DeDomenico in the early years,
and more recently, Yves Homsy, Ivan laberge, and Anne Marie
Houle. From this long list, only Dr. Houle remains there today.

The MacKinnon ear ended with Ken moving on to administra-
tion and stints in Kenya. Doug Morehouse became Acting Chief
until Dr. A.W. Bruce, the Chairman at Queen's took over as Pro-
fessor and Chief in 1981. Dr. Bruce's tenure was less than a year
as an opportunity opened up for him in Toronto. Dr.Bruce tried
to convert the entire staff to a geographical full-time status and
succeeded, in part. The appointment of Mostafa M. Elhilali as
Professor and Chief, in 1982, brought Andy's dream to fruition
and launched a new era for McGill Urology.
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Te fledgling C,nadian Surgical BiologyClub
which was inaugurated last year and co-founded by Dr.
Jonathan l.Meakins and Dr.Ori Rotstein, Professor of Surgery

at the University of Toronto
held its second meeting in Hal-
ifax during the meeting of the
Royal College on September 27,
1996. Sponsored by the Cana-

dian Association of General Surgeons, the Club offers an in-
formal dialogue once a year for those wishing to share
original research information. It is open to all Faculty Sur-
geons and Residents keen on sharing research interests with
like minded colleagues. Academic Surgeons are invited to
submit any title of interest to the club for discussion at next
year's meeting. This club encourages collaboration between
Centres and provides a role model for surgical trainees. It
gives Surgeons from different disciplines a chance to inter-
act in a forum where they normally would not meet.

Canadian Surgical
Biology Club

HERE WAS THE PROGRAM-
8:30 am Vivian McAlister:

Overcoming Barriers to Xenotransplantation

THE SQUARE..
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Joseph Tector:
Characterization of a Discordant Liver Xenograft in
a Large Animal Model
Jean Tchervenkov:
Successful Prevention of HBV Recurrence After Liver
Transplantation with Interferon and HBlg

9:30am Hartley Stern:
Influenceof Geneticson Medium RiskColonCancerPatients
Noelle L. Davis:
The Efficacy of Tissue Fluorescence in Detection
of Squamous Neoplasia
Lawrence Rosenberg:
Non-linearity, Complexity and the Islet of Langerhans
at the Close of the Century

10:30am John Marshall:
Dysregulation of Neutrophil Apoptosis in the
Systemic Inflammation Response Syndrome (SIRS)
Nicholas Christou:
Is there Genetic Heterogeneity in the Host Response
to Bacteria?
Ori Rotstein:
Novel Inflammatory Agents for ARDS

A congenial dinner was held that evening for those present. •
EDM

..............................................................................................................................

T,wnadian Journal ofSu",,'Y isowned and pub-
lished by the Canadian Medical Association which also pub-
lishes the (MAl and several other medical journals. OS was

subsidized by the Royal Col-
lege of Physicians and Sur-
geons of Canada until
1990/91 when the subsidy
was withdrawn; the Council

of the College said that henceforth they would support the
Annals of the College only.

Canadian Journal
of Surgery

At that time, through the good offices of Dr. Jean Couture
and the Canadian Association of General Surgeons, the Cana-
dian Orthopedic Association and the Societies for Vascular
Surgery, Cardiovascular and Thoracic Surgery and Surgical
Oncology agreed to help finance the OS. The CAGS dues
were raised $25 per year to achieve this goal and for the last
five years it has made an annual grant for about $35,000 to
the OS. The cost to each member equates to $4.17 per is-

sue - an incredibly good value.

The OS has been recognized since the early 1960's as an In-
dexed Journal with the National Library of Medicine in Wash-
ington and this is an invaluable asset. Unless the Journal is
indexed, the visibility of published articles is greatly dimin-
ished. Indexing would be lost irrevocably if there was any in-
terruption of publication and this was emphasized in the
editorial of the April 1996 issue of OS.

Unfortunately, for the past two years the OS balance sheet has
shown a deficit. Publication costs have risen, and despite
every effort, advertising revenue has been insufficient and
competition for medical advertising is intense. Last year, the
Canadian Medical Association Council resolved to cease publi-
cation of Journals that show a deficit.

The CAGSBoard of Directors considered this dilemma during
its February 1996 meeting. They unanimously agreed that OS
must be retained in its present form because of its importance
to practicing Canadian surgeons. At the Annual Business
Meeting in Halifax in September 1996, the membership voted
to increase the contribution by CAGSmembers by $25. ~
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NEW DIVISION OF VASCULARSURGERY
AT MCGILL UNIVERSITY

After a long period of committee meetings and planning, a
new Division of Vascular Surgery at McGill University is

about to become a reality. The Divi-
sion will be autonomous from the
new Division of Cardiothoracic
Surgery and will concern itself with
vascular disease (arterial, venous,

lymphatic) of the chest, abdomen, extremities and cere-
brovascular circulation.

McGill Vascular
Surgery

'""<
:.:-
~a.

~ .
!" We are very pleased and excited to have been able to re-
5 cruit Dr. Ronald Lewis, the Chief of Surgery from the Queen
~ Elizabeth Hospital, as the new Division Chief. He was unan-

imously endorsed for this position by the recent McGill Uni-
versity Selection Committee chaired by Dr. J. Meakins.

The creation of the new division comes at an opportune
time when the recommendations of the recent committee

on the amalgamation of the Vascular Service
(chaired by Dr. Elhilali) for the Royal Victoria
Hospital and The Montreal General Hospital are
becoming a reality. The Vascular Surgery Service
has become one across both hospitals and con-
sists of Dr. Peter Blundell, Dr. Andrew B. Hill, Dr.
Ronald Lewis and Dr. Oren K. Steinmetz. Al-
though Dr. Hill and Dr. Blundell are still geo-
graphically located at the MGH site, they will be

Ron Lewis moving very soon to a new vascular centre that
is under plan at the RVH site. The service will

continue to cover both hospitals for all elective, emergency
and trauma consultation, as well as clinic work. A new vas-
cular hotline pager has been instituted for direct access to
the vascular surgeon-on-call to eliminate any difficulty ob-
taining immediate vascular consultation.

With creation of the new division, the vascular laboratories
of the Queen Elizabeth Hospital, The Montreal General Hos-
pital and the Royal Victoria Hospital have merged at the
RVH site. This has resulted in a very impressive diagnostic
unit based on physiologic examination. The laboratory will
be under the direction of the new Division of Vascular
Surgery and will be administered by Dr. Oren K. Steinmetz.
The unit now has 3 duplex scanners and has colour scan-
ning capability. The Division plans to exploit this excellent
resource for clinical and physiologic research as well as im-
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proving the already excellent standard of patient care. The
lab itself has moved to its new home on he 10th Floor of
the Surgical Pavilion at the RVH (the site of the new Vas-
cular Centre).

Dr. Kent MacKenzie is the first research resident to become
associated with the new division and will concentrate on a
project of minimally invasive vascular surgery as well as
epidemiologic studies in vascular surgery.

Dr. Daniel Obrand, who recently completed a fellowship in
Vascular Surgery at McGill university, is currently doing
further training in endovascular surgery in California and
will return to McGill University at the Jewish General Hos-
pital in the new year. He will represent an excellent ad-
dition to the already strong service at the JGH and to
McGill University .•

....................................................

F.RENI STElNBE1/6 BERNSTEIN
& DAVID BERNSTEIN CENTRE FOR LAPAROSCOPIC SURGERY

Laparoscopic
Surgery

A very generous endowment fund
was established through the MGH
Foundation by a grateful patient to

develop the Florenz Steinberg Bernstein and David Bernstein
Centre for Laparoscopic Surgery. The goals of this centre are
1) to develop models for training surgeons and surgical resi-
dents in laparoscopic skills; and 2) to establish a state of the

if. art facility for the performance of minimally invasive surgery.
~ I have been offered the opportunity to direct this centre .•
p

......................................................

"There's been some sort of mistake.
He came to dean the windows."
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The Team
Front Row From Left:

Dr.Cindy Chan, Dr.Judith Trudel,
Dr.Doug Kinnear (and grandson),
Dr.David Hornstein, Dr.Rea Brown.

Back Row From Left:

Dr.John Little, Dr. Blair Whittemore,
Dr.Mila Oh, Dr.Geoff Blake,
Dr. Liane Feldman, Dr. Peter McLeod,
Dr. David Mulder, Dr.Eric Lenaner,
Dr.Michael Churchill-Smith.

r "-
n "-

O~O
0 0

----G---
0 0

OroO
U

'- -"

and the MGH Mighty Docs. As outstanding as this group is in the field of medicine, the Docswere outclassed on the ice
by a great team of employees. However, they gave it their best shot and a great time was had by all.

EKL
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Te documententitledPropo<al - McGill Univ'~ity
Health Center - Major Principles and Guidelines for a Unified
Governance Structure and the creation of the MUHC as a Legal

Entity was circulated to

Clinical Department/Ser-

vice/Division Chiefs in July

with a request that com-

ments and concerns be

submitted before the Board

Meeting of August 16,

1996. The Proposal was re-

viewed and discussed at this meeting and was approved on

August 30,1996. Approval was reached by all partner hospi-

tals and submitted to the Interim Board Meeting of Septem-

ber 13, 1996. At the latter meeting, there was a formal

agreement among the partner hospitals to proceed to a legal

merger. "It is on track," said Elizabeth Hirst, Director of Com-

munications, McGill University Health Center, which aims to

put the RVH,MGH,MCHand MNH all under the same roof. "In

the meantime, we're planning and integrating. We hope to

The McGill University

Health Centre

THE SQUARE
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have a legal merger structure by the end of the year."

15

Gaining legal status would replace the four hospital boards

with one unified board and speed up integration of hospital

services and administration.

A final report on the nuts and bolts of the proposed health

center will be submitted to the provincial government in

about one year and the MUHC is setting its sights on a new

building for the year 2004.

The proposed English-language super hospital (to be located

downtown) would house about 1,600 beds.

Mr. A. Steinberg and Mr. C. Forget met with the Minister re-

cently. The Minister expressed concern about the number of

Foundation members proposed for the Board of the MUHC.

The Minister is also rethinking tertiary care CHU status in re-

lation to paediatric and adolescent function. Another meet-

ing has been requested with the Minister .•

EOM

..............................................................................................................................

Welcome

Aboard
Aloha! Dr. Pat Ergina has returned to the RVH

and McGill after a leave of absence to continue

as a member of the Cardiothoracic Division

with Dr. Benoit DeVarennes and Dr. Jean-E.

Morin. He and his family spent the time in

Hawaii where he was in private practice. Dr.

Ergina found that the life-style advantages of

university practice at McGill far exceeded the

economic benefit of remaining there. His wife,

Dr. Susan Gold, returns to her position as As-

sistant Director of Geriatrics at the Jewish Gen-

eral Hospital. Their three children, Malaea,

Sophia and Samuel, will be beginning school

in Montreal West.

Dr. Kevin Lachapelle also joined the staff of the

RVH Cardiothoracic Division as of November

Pat Ergina 1996. He has been appointed Assistant Profes-

sor in Cardiothoracic Surgery at McGill. Kevin

graduated from the McGill Training Program in Cardiothoracic

Surgery in 1995 and subsequently spent some time in London,

England with Dr.M.Yacoubat the British

Heart Institute, acquiring expertise in

transplantation as well as valvuloplasty

and valve replacement with aortic ho-

mograft and pulmonary autograft.

Dr. Dao Nguyen joined the staff of the

MGH Cardiothoracic Division effective

July 1st, 1996. Dao graduated in 1994

from the McGill Program in Cardiotho-

racic Surgery

and has spent the last two years at

the MD Anderson Cancer Centre of

the University of Texas pursuing a

fellowship in research and clinical

training in thoracic surgery oncology.

He also has been appointed as an As-

sistant Professor at McGill in Cardio-

thoracic Surgery. •

Kevin Lachapelle

OaoNguyen
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~ Dr. Lawrence Rosenberg re-
ceived funding from the MRC (1996-99)
for investigation of the Role of Cell-Cell
and Cell-Matrix Interactions in Islet Cell
Survival as well as funding from the
Canadian Diabetes Association for the in-
vestigation of the Natural History of Islet
Cell Survival. He was a co-investigator on
another CD.A. funded grant entitled
Growth Factors and Beta Cell Neoplasia. At
the combined meeting of the European
Pancreas Club and the International Asso-
ciation of Pancreatology, he was an in-
vited Plenary Speaker on The Problems
With Islet Transplantation. Dr. Rosenberg
recently finished a book
entitled Cellular Interrela-
tionships in the Pancreas -
Implications for Islet Trans-
plantation (co-edited with
Dr.w.P. Duguid).

Dr. Marvin J.Wexler has
been appointed to the Ex-
ecutive Committee of the
Central Surgical Associa-
tion and will serve as a
councillor for three years.•

Residents

and Fellows

D.Vinay Badhwar was
awarded a prize for the best paper by a
cardiac surgery resident given at the Cana-
dian Association of Cardiovascular and
Thoracic Surgeons meeting as part of the
65th Annual Meeting of the Royal College
of Physicians and Surgeons of Canada.

Dr. Wadi Bin Saddiq, who
is doing his year in the lab-
oratory under Dr. Jean-
Martin Laberge's
supervision, was awarded
the Canadian Association
of Pediatric Surgeons' re-
search prize at the Annual
Meeting in Halifax in Au-
gust. He presented on The
Effect of Tracheal Occlusion

and Release of Type" Pneumocytes in Fe-
tal Lambs .

Dr. Wadi Bin Saddig
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Congratulations to Dr. Stephen Burnett,
who is an R-I in Orthopedics, and Dr. Su-
san Stakiw who were married on Octo-
ber 12, 1996 in Vancouver.

Dr. Carlos Li was the recipient of a Heart
and Stroke Foundation of Canada Re-
search Fellowship.

Dr. Ramesh Lokanathan was the recip-
ient of the Merck-Frost Award presented
by the Canadian Association of General
Surgeons on September 27, 1996. Each
medical school nominates a recipient for
excellence in teaching.

Our sincere condolences go out to
Dr. Marc Pelletier and his family whose
sister Danie died tragically at the age of
23 on September 12, 1996.

Dr. Andrew Seely (R-III General Surgery)
became engaged to be married to Kathy
Patterson on October 5, 1996.

On October 13, 1996, Dr. Andrew Stein-
berg (R-I Urology) wed Mandy Ephraim
in Montreal. •

•••.•......•.•••.............................•..•.••••..•.•••.••••.....................•...•••..••.....••.•••.••..••••••••••••

The J. Hardcap Society Dinner - 1961

Back Row (L to R)
Don Ruddick, Bob Estrada,
Richard Long, Cam Dickison,
John Moore, Don Webster,
Alan Thompson, Tony Dobell

Front Row (L to R)
Ray Lawson, Fraser Gurd,
Eddie Tabah, Arnold Jones,
Rocke Robertson, Harry Scott,
Larry Hampson, Jim McCorriston,
John Palmer, Dag Munro
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Ften year, the Montreal Amateur Athletic Associ-
ation (M.A.A.A.) has organized the Mount Royal Clas-
sic as a fundraising vehicle for a chosen charity. In

1996, the M.A.A.A.
continues its efforts
to raise awareness

and to support funding for the fight against breast
cancer. On September 15th, 1996 in collaboration
with the Montreal Breast Cancer Foundation, the an-
nualS km run/walk and 10 km run was held. Thanks
to the members of the organizing committee who
are all volunteers and who share their expertise in
aid of the fight against breast cancer, this event was

Mount Royal Classic
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very successful. On behalf of The Montreal General Hospital
Breast Diagnostic Centre, Dr. David Fleiszer received a cheque
in the amount of $132,764.96 which will greatly benefit the
Centre. Congratulations to all who participated in this
worthwhile cause! •

.............••• ~.................•...............................................•..............................•.............

FAUTEUX,Jean Panet, M.D., FRCS
In Montreal on October 5, 1996 at the age of 73. He devoted
his career to Montreal's Hotel Dieu Hospital, most notably as

Chief of the Department of
Surgery from 1970-1979. He
also served as Director of the
Department of Surgery of the
University of Montreal from
1978-1986 and was also a Pro-

fessor at the University of Montreal. From 1983-1984, he was
President of the Canadian Association of General Surgeons. He
was the much loved husband of Suzanne Moisan, father of
Michel (Denise Belanger), Nicole (Guillaume Filion) and Jean
A. (Nathalie Dottore). He was the brother of the Honourable
Judge Andre Fauteux.

GAMMIE, William (Bill)
in Clymping England in July 1996. He came to the RVH in the
exchange program with the London Hospital in 1960. He
leaves to mourn his wife, Vren. Friend of Drs. Fred Inglis, Ed
Monaghan, John R.Moore and Harry Morton.

HUTCHISON, George Arthur, M.D.
Died in his sleep, at the age of 85, August 11,1996. Beloved
husband of his current wife Desiree Seale and before that the
late Margaret, and father of Rosemary, David and Geordie. He
was active until the day he died. He was a physician in the
Royal Canadian Air Forcewho served his country in World War
II. He was a surgeon at the Reddy Memorial Hospital for over
fifty years. He lived his life the way he wanted, which was

dedicated to his family and his patients.

LAWSON, Ray Newton, M.D.
Died on August 5th, 1996 in Big Harbour, Cape Breton at the
age of 82. Dr. Lawson graduated from the University of West-
ern Ontario School of Medicine. During the second World War,
he served in the Royal Canadian Air Force for four and a half
years and after the war, he obtained his fellowship in surgery
and taught at McGill. He was a general surgeon at the Royal
Victoria Hospital for thirty years and took a special interest in
breast cancer, studying the use of exquisitely sensitive thermal
detectors to diagnose malignant lumps in the breast. Medical
practice for Dr. Lawson was much more than the treatment of
a disease or even research on its cause. First and foremost, it
was a window on the life of each patient. The last twenty
years of his life were spent in Bras d'Or, Cape Breton. He is
survived by his wife, Dr. Anne Richardson, his daughters Mary
Corcoran of Kleinburg, Ontario and Wendy Nowlan of New
Haven, Conn., his sons Ray of Montreal, Joseph ofToronto and
Peter of Cambridge, England and his many grandchildren.

PROVAN, John Lloyd, M.S., F.R.C.S.C., F.A.C.S.
It is with great sadness that The Square Knot has learnt that
John lost his courageous battle with cancer on July 25, 1996
surrounded by his wife Judy and children Joanna, Frances,
Richard, David and Jennifer and his grandchildren Kyle,
William, Amie and Mariel in Toronto in his 65th year. John
was a well known Canadian Vascular Surgeon and until re-
cently was Associate Dean of Postgraduate Education at the
University of Toronto .•
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ALTERNATIVE MOOESOFPAYMENTFROM

QUEBEC ASSOCATION OF GENERAL SURGEONS

Feefor service, even though it was the best agreement between

the physician and his patients under free medicine, seems to be

an obsolete mode of pay-

ment nowadays and, in

the context of the surgical

practice in Quebec,an illu-
sion of freedom.

Alternate Methods
of Payment

I cannot believe that fee for service will safeguard my free-

dom. It has been a long time since we have lost that free-

dom, buried under closed monetary masses, earning targets,

adjusted mean income, negative claw backs, unilateral inter-

pretation by the Regie, claw back measures for our collective

exceeding.

I believe that the time has come to look at alternate modes

of payment for our professional activities in order to be closer

to our health system and our social surroundings.

Queen's University in Kingston, as well as the Sick Children's in

Toronto, have already undertaken a major reform of funding

for health services in teaching hospitals with advantages and

disadvantages. It appears possible to learn from their experi-

ence and to adapt and improve such a system of payment and

moreover, apply it to all general surgeons in Quebec and even

other specialties who would wish so.

The main disadvantages, as were noticed after almost two

years, are the lack of possibility for eventual recruitment sec-

ondary to the closed global funding and also the need for an

incentive to productivity.
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The great advantages are the insurance of a more stable rev-

enue, the payment and recognition of fundamental aspects of

surgical activities: teaching, research, administration and clin-

ical work. From the Queen's experience, another advantage is

the definite shift of clinical practice towards secondary and

tertiary levels of surgical care, diminishing follow-up visits,

leaving space for new consultations and follow-up of more

critically ill patients, including cancer cases.The relief of oblig-

ation of performance, for teachers, enhances the quality and

dedication of teaching. The amount of surgical procedures re-

maining approximately the same shows that clearly, surgeons

were not performing unnecessary procedures, as is commonly

believed by certain civil servants and finally, that laziness is

not a characteristic of health professionals.

The general surgery project, presented at the annual meeting

of the Association is open to discussion. It consists of a basic

lump sum covering teaching, research, administration tasks

and committee as well as availability for on call periods. We

add to this a percentage of the actual fee for service for pro-

cedures done during regular working hours "to be redefined';

full payment, plus an already existing increase for evening,

night, week-end and holidays.

The FMSQ has agreed to work with us to fine-tune this docu-

ment like they have done for cardiac and neurosurgery, intro-

ducing an additional lump sum to the fee for service, allowing

cardiac surgeons to exceed their ceiling.

With this project we wish to adapt different modes of pay-

ment to our daily workload, taking into account the steady de-

creases in resources, insuring and maintaining us a fair

revenue, and mostly taking into account what is truly a mod-

ern surgeon of the twenty-first century: a teacher; a scientific

fundamental and clinical researcher; a health administrator; a

clinician and mostly a caring surgeon .•
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Write to us ! Send us your news !
Contributions of $35.00 are appreciated
in ensuring the continued publication
of "The Square Knot" and supporting McGill
Surgery Alumni activities. Pleasemake
cheque payable to the McGill Department
of Surgery and forward to Maria Bikas,
McGill Surgery Alumni & Friends,
TheMontreal General Hospital,
1650 CedarAvenue, Room: C9169,
Montreal (Quebec) CanadaH3G1A4
Telephone: (514) 937-6011, ext.: 2028
Fax: (514) 937-5522.

We want to hear from our readers!
If you have any information you want published in
THE SQUAREKNOT, comments about our newsletter

or suggestions, we want to hear from you!
Send submissions to:

E.D. Monaghan, M.D .• Editor' THE SQUAREKNOT· The Royal Victoria Hospital
687 Pine Ave. W., Room: 510.26' Montreal, Quebec' Canada' H3A 1A1

CALLUS at: (514) 843-1600 FAXUS at: (514) 843-1503
E-MAIL USatmbikas@is.mgh.mcgill.ca

VISIT OURWEB SITE: http://www.mcgill.ca/surgery

MOVING?

If you change your address,or if you know
someone who would like to receive this
newsletter, please drop us a line.

This edition of THE SQUAREKNOTwas made possible by donations from:

.:. MERCK FROSST
1I!m!I*

Auto Suture Company, Canada
A SubsidiaJy of Un~ed States Surgical Corpo<ation

I/dETHICON ENDO-SURGERY
~ a ~~company

mailto:USatmbikas@is.mgh.mcgill.ca
http://www.mcgill.ca/surgery
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