
~ Edward Archibald (1872-1945) Professor of Surgery at Ma;ill University was
-:. Canada's first neurosurgeon. At about the same time as Aubrey Mussen, another McGill
~ neuroscientist who was studying stereotactic techniques in London with the neurosur-
ID,
S! geon Horsley, Archibald spent some time at the National Hospital at Queen Square in 1906
~: with the same Horsley and the neurologist Gowers. In 1928, after having developed his
.:- own expertise in cranial surgery, Archibald recruited Penfield and Cone from New York.

They established themselves at the Royal Victoria Hospital and rapidly attracted neuro-
surgical fellows and neuroscientists from Europe and the United States. In 1934, after
careful planification, they cofounded the MNI and with Arthur Elvidge, developed a wide
expertise in all fields of neurosurgery including brain tumours, cranial and spinal injuries
and vascular malformations. It was especially in the surgery of epilepsy and brain tumours
that the MNI became famous.

Wilder Penfield was succeeded by Theodore Rasmussen, former Chairman of Neurosurgery
at the University of Chicago, as the second MNI Director in 1960. In spite of his heavy ad-
ministrative responsabilities, Rasmussen almost single handedly continued the tradition
of epilepsy surgery developed by Penfield with exquisite surgical techniques and excel-
lent results. In most other centres the initial widespread enthusiasm for this type of
surgery had decreased because of poor results due to poor patient selection. ~

(please see Neurosurgery, pg. 5)
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ATTENDANCE ATROUNDS

There is no doubt that a surgeon's life is a busy one. Our pri-
orities are patients, operations, clinics, meetings, teaching, ad-
ministration and research. While surgery has developed by

process of evolution from an art to a science,
could it be that we have become slightly lack-
adaisical as far as the training of a surgeon is

concerned? There is a perception that attendance at Rounds
has decreased in recent times. Maybe we are too busy to be
present at rounds such as Journal Club, Tumour Board, Mor-
bidity and Mortality Rounds and Surgical Grand Rounds. This
is despite the fact that these rounds are scheduled at regular
and opportune times and should be very much a part of our
routine. How can we ask surgical residents to be present if we
ourselves are absent?
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o errors in diagnosis

Residents learn a lot when they hear a learned discussion be-
tween surgeons particularly if one is defending a position- "we
were dry when we closed': But the Attending Staff must be
present to achieve this goal. In order to make M & M Rounds
more interesting, perhaps the following should be considered:

a) Attendance at the M & M Meeting should be a divisional
requirement for those surgeons on a teaching service.

b) Hire an M & M secretary
c) Rotate the moderator
d) Collect several complications of the same type and present

a "mini conference"

Tumour Board meetings not only help establish a line of con-
duct in the management of patients with cancer, but for the
participant is a very strong learning aid. The beauty of it is
the multidisciplinary nature of the discussions.

Surgical Grand Rounds should be the "showpiece" of the
week. This should have a priority somewhere between a Re-
ligious Rite and a meeting of the Board of Directors. Visual
aids should not be left up to chance and the topic, the speaker
and the surroundings well chosen.

Sir Heneage Ogilvy stated, "There are at least four stages in
the forming of a surgeon: he must be found, he must be qual-
ified, he must be trained, and he must be given opportunities':
Examples of the latter are Journal Club, M & M Rounds, Tumour
Board and Surgical Grand Rounds. We should attend these
more regularly! •

REFERENCE:Gordon, Leo A. Gordon's Guide to the Surgical

Morbidity and Mortality Conference, Mosby, 1994.

''Youn is Q dying breed, Doctor."
- The New Yorker

Editorial

We all have had the experience of being very proud in the
presence of a Visiting Professor when Rounds started on time,
the case presentations were clear, the discussion by the con-
sultants was productive and the reports by the pathologist
and radiologist did us honour. Yet the converse can be true
when a Visiting Professor is present with only a sparse atten-
dance. The Royal College in the Blue Book General Standards
of Accreditation stipulates under section BVthat "organized
scholarly activities such as Journal Clubs, research conferences
and seminars must be a regular part of every program':

Regarding Journal Club it is controversial about whether med-
ical students should attend. Perhaps they are better off on the
wards examining patients and doing histories and physicals
rather than listening to a report on the results of a long series
of oesophago-gastrectomies. But for others, these can be most
enlightening.

The Morbidity and Mortality Conference can be a wonder-
fullearning experience for everyone involved. It remains the
central learning tool of the residency. It has been described
as the "collective wisdom" of the surgical division and sets the
tone for the work done within the Department. It is most
valuable for the resident presenting the case, as it forces him
or her to prepare, to analyze, to defend decisions, and to learn
from errors. It is generally considered that surgical complica-
tions are classified according to the following four categories:

o complications due to the nature of the disease
@ complications due to errors in surgical judgment
@) complications due to errors in surgical technique
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~ In the person of Herbert Jasper and Peter Gloor, the
Neuro has always had vigilant electroencephalographers who
could pinpoint the site of seizure onset for the neurosurgeons.

William Feindel was the third neurosurgeon to become Director
of the MNI. Under his tenure, the
size and resources of the Institute
were doubled with the addition of
the Penfield Pavilion in 1978 and of

the Webster Pavilion in 1984. By a judicious use of the MNI
endowments, Feindel saw to it that the Neuro would always
be among the very first neurological centres in the world to
acquire the newest technical facilities in brain imaging so cru-
cial for the development of neurosurgery, such as axial to-
mography in 1973, PET scanning in early 1970, and MRI in
1985.

Neurosurgery
(continued from pg.l)

Right from the beginning of the Institute,. Neurosurgery was
part of the Department of Neurology & Neurosurgery while
maintaining a good relationship with the Department of
Surgery. In 1991, the Division of Neurosurgery was created
within the Department of Neurology & Neurosurgery in an ef-
fort to bring closer together the neurosurgical facilities and
activities across the McGill Network. Andre Olivier became its
first Chairman.

STRuaURE OF THE DIVISION OF NEUROSURGERY
The Division is made up of four neurosurgical units: the JGH,
MGH, MCH and the MNH.

The Division of Neurosurgery at the JGH was founded by
Harold Rosen who was an expert in spinal surgery and a real
gentleman. For many years, he served as the McGill repre-
sentative at the Association of Neurosurgeons. Gerard Mohr
is now the Neurosurgeon-in-Chief. Gerard had trained at the
University of Toronto and practiced several years at Notre-
Dame Hospital. He has brought to McGill a large expertise in
the field of cerebrovascular and base of the skull surgery with
a special interest in the treatment of acoustic neurinomas. Dr.
Sue Brien was, until recently, the second full-time neurosur-
geon at the JGH with a special interest in neuro-oncology. She
has recently moved to Ontario. She has contributed markedly
to the various activities of the Division over the last four years
and we take this opportunity to thank her for all her efforts
and to wish her a continuous fruitful career. Her position will
be taken by Dr. Line Jacques, who trained in Neurosurgery at
Notre-Dame Hospital, and who is presently completing a fel-
lowship in nerve repair under David Kline at Louisiana State
University. This expertise is really missing in Quebec and we
look forward to her developing a productive practice with a
widebased referral system. The members of the JGH have ad-
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mitting and operating room privileges at the MNH and have
taken advantage of this opportunity for particularly complex
cases. There are also two associated neurosurgeons at the
JGH, Dr. Emile Berger and Dr. Mohammad Maleki, who have
been part of the life of Neurosurgery at McGill and we are
grateful for their cooperation.

At the MGH, Dr.Peter Richardson is the Neurosurgeon-in-Chief
in replacement of Dr.Joseph Stratford who has stepped down
after 30 years of productive leadership as Chief of Neuro-
surgery. Joe has been a source of inspiration for generations
of residents in Neurosurgery. Under his tenure as Neurosur-
geon-in-Chief, a healthy and fruitful collaboration was estab-
lished between the MGHand other McGill neurosurgical units.
He remains active as a clinical consultant and in the teaching
of residents. His faithful attendance at virtually all the scien-
tific and social activities of the Division has been much ap-
preciated. Dr. Richardson has been running an active research
laboratory working on growth factors and regeneration. In
1993, he was awarded the Grass Prize attributed by the Soci-
ety of Neurological Surgeons for his research activities. Drs.
Robert Ford and Jean-Louis Caron continue their excellent
work in teaching and clinical research activity. Bob has been
recognized as one of the world experts in echoencephalogra-
phy. He has been intrumental in developing and maintaining
the superb Neurotrauma Unit at the MGH. In cerebrovascular
diseases, Jean-Louis Caron has developed an excellent work-
ing relationship with the Neurology Unit. He has also done
an outstanding job in preparing the neurosurgical residents
for their specialty examinations. Karen Johnston has recently
joined the group at the MGH after further training in Boston
on the genetic aspects of brain tumours. We look forward to
her input and participation in the activities of the Brain Tu-
mour Centre to be established at the MNI. Maria Li, a grad-
uate of the McGill Program, has just recently obtained a
McLaughlin Fellowship. She will be away for two years to
strenghten her research skills, particularly in molecular biol-
ogy under the supervision of Dr Louis Reichardt, to return to
the MGH site. The facilities and expertise of the Neurosciences
Centre at the MGH have been of tremendous help to many of
our residents who have obtained M.Sc. and Ph.D. degrees with
Albert Aguayo and his group. The Division of Neurosurgery
has always had an excellent working relationship with the De-
partment of Surgery at this institution and these close links
will be maintained and preserved.

At the MCH, Dr.Jose Montes is now the Neurosurgeon-in-Chief
in replacement of John Blundell who stepped down as Chief
of Neurosurgery after 30 years of sustained efforts to further
develop the very special field of pediatric neurosurgery. Jose
Montes has developed a keen interest in the surgery of ~



....10JaJ1U,nepadOlaAappuepapunoJseqaH'smownl
uleJqJOluawwaJlaqlU!S!lSaJalu!u!ews,amwall!Ahn9-uear

'aweJJ)!pelOaJalSe10Jpaauaqllnoql!Msmownlu!eJq
JOsa!sdo!qpuehsdal!daJOJsapoJ1)alafiu!pJo)aJle!UemJl
-UIJOuO!lJasu!aqlseq)nsSUO!le)!lddeMausnOJawnuql!M
PPOMaqlU!aA!pelS0WaqlJOauoS!hXel0aJalSssalaweJJ
pap!nfi-afiew!JOJawweJfioJdS!ql'SaJ1Ua)J010WpOsuaspue
q)aadsseq)nsUleJqaqlJOemleuo!punJ)!Jpadse01oSle
lnq'uo!saleJOampnHSle)!WOleUeue01hlUOlOUlnolU!od
01pueSa!W010!UeDfiuunpJalU!od)!1)e10aJalSeasn01alq
-!ssodMOUSl1!'walshseq)nsql!M'SJnOWnlu!eJq)!lSU!J1U!
puehsdalldaJOhJafimspap!nfi-afiew!JOJUOlpnJ1SUO)aJI~W
-at01fiu!uue)s13dJOasnaqlpaWJfialulaAeqaM'dnoJfifiu!
-fiewlUleJaaqlpuehfioloq)hSdomaNJOsluawlJedaoaqlJO
sJaqwawql!MuO!leJoqellQ)ul'hwopadwe)odd!qolepfihwe
aA!1)dlasle)!1JO)sUeJlpap!nfiafiew!aqlseq)ns'hsdallda
aqolleJOdwalJOlUaWleaJlle)!fimsaqlJOJsanb!uq)al
JaMaUpadolaAapaAeqaM'lUaW1Jedaofiu!fieWIU!eJaaqlpue
dnoJfihsdal!daaqlql!MuO!leJoqellQ)ul'smownlu!eJq)!S
-UP1U!puehsdal!daJOhJafimsaqlU!S!hl!A!peJOeaJeu!ew
s,Ja!A!IOilJPu\j'P!q)-u!-uoafimsomaNaqlS!Ja!A!IOilJPu\j
'hlaA!padsaJednJ~OdPleuo~pue)uelqalpJeq)!Hhqpapeaq
(paJpueMOllah)sa)!AJasle)!u!pOMlaJeaJaql'HNWaql1\j

'al!nSle)!fimsomau
aql01U!JalndwQ)aqlfiuuq01auolSJ!JaqlpuehXel0aJalSJOJ
Jalndwo)JOasnaqlpaJaauuo!dOqMauoaql'hJOleJoqelfiu!
-fiewlU!eJaaqlJOuosdwoqlspq)ql!M'osleseMaH'Sluaw
-aAOWlew10uqeJOlUaWleaJlle)!fimsaqlJOJe!lfiuefileseqU!
fiulpJO)aJap0jpalaoJ)!wJOPla!JaqlpaJaauo!dseqaq'Jadser
lJaqJaHqllM'INWaqllehJafimsomaNU!JaaJe)alqep!wJoJ
epeqseqsall19'sanfieallQ)JafiUnOhS!q01WOPS!Mle)!lmd
sl4pueapeJla41JOS~)Pla41fiUlU!wsueJlselIaMse'Sluap
-lsaJaqlJOfiu!u!eJlpuefiu!4)ealaqlU!hlaA!pefiU!ledp!l
-JedS!lnq'hJafimsaA!peWOJJpaJ!laJMOUse4pUeJ1Jaasall!9
'dnoJfieU!41!MlShleW)alq!paJ)u!ueaque)II!aMOqJOaldwe
-xaueS!'aseaslphqVnJ1S'JOOI9Jaladhqaqolle10dwala41
uo~ooqfiU!pUelSlnoaqlaZ!leu!J011UaW1JedapmoJOSJaq
-wawleJaAaSfiU!AIOAU!U!aA!le!l!U!lUa)aJS!H'hsdal!daleJod
-walU!sllnsaJlew!ldoJOJUo!pasaJle)!peJSl!JOJpaaua41
paSSaJ1Sse4pueelepfihweaqlhqpaheldaloJaqlU!lSaJalU!
S!4paU!elSnSse4a4'SJeaha41JaAO'hsdal!daaqolle10dwal
uewn4U!elepfihwea41JOa)UelJodw!a41JOJSapaAO)S!pleu
-!wasapewII!a'JadserpuePla!Juadql!MfiU!~JOMal!qMs,OS
aqlU!hpe3'omaNa41JOhJ01S!4a41fiu!l!JMU!puefiU!A!4)Je
U!qo!P!PUaldsefiu!opS!lapu!a~lI!a'alnl!lSulaqlJOpue
UO!S!A!Oa41JOSa!l!A!pea41JOawosfiu!puauelI!lSS!hJafims
-oJnaNJOsnl!Jaw3JossaJoJd'uassnwse~pal'HNWaql1\j

9
b:z
""mtnosJHl

'68l!N'f6(vLS):xe:l8l0nxaLL09-Lf6(vLS):'jal
'WL9fH'epeue)')aqano'leaJ1uow
'l'69L'6)wooH'anuilAVJepa)OS9l
'jel!dsOHreJaua9leaJluowaql
'spua!J:I18!ulUnlVNa6ms1I!9)W
'Sell!8e!Jew·sw:ssaJPPV

;Jou)laJl!obsaql"ookpuasII!MaMpue
(qmOO'Sl$)!uwnlVaqlU!O!01OOA

a~!jPlnoMaM'ssaJPpe6u!pJI?MJoJmOhsnilAeajilSl?ald
'A6olOJnpuehJa6msoJOilN

'Nil6JOSII?Jaua9)!Jll?!pad'hJa6Jns5ilsI?Id'hJa6msJI?IO)SI!A
'hJa6JOS)PI?Joq10!pJI?)'hJil6ms)!pad04lJO'Na6ms

II?JilUil9U!SWI?J6oJd6u!u!I?Jlall?npI?J9-l$Od1I!9)WWOJ~

SM0113~ONVSlN301S3H9NIlvnOVU911V

iNOI.LN~.L.LV

IlaAaleJOlJedoSleS!l!unS!41'hsdal!daJONafimsaqlU!as!l
-Jadxapaz!u6Q)aJlIaMeua14fiuaJ1SJa41JOJII!Mleqlpal1?J06
-neu!seMfiu!pJo)aJhsdal!daJOJh1OleJoqeloap!ANlawalal
e'hllUa)aH'hXel0aJalSssalaweJJql!Ma)uep!nfi-afiew!
JOwalShSepuehXel0aJalSJOwalShSUMOSl!seq11'Slua!l
-ed)Ple!pad01pale)!paphlaA!SnpXaI~WueWOJJsl!Jauaq
l!Una411)01UO!l!ppeul'e)paw\j41JONU!sd!4sMollaJ)ple!p
-adpal!pamehlinJMaJa41JOauopaU!elqose4puesuoafims
-omaNJOUO!leposs\jue)paw\ja41JOSluawaJ!nbaJluafiupls
hJaAa41pall!JlnJse41!'aJowJa4lJn~'hl!SJaA!Una~ooJq
-Ja4SWOJJSlUap!SaJsnOJawnuJOfiu!u!eJla4101palnqpl
-UQ)se4l!unS!ql'weJfioJdfiu!u!eJl1I!9)Wa41U!SlUap!SaJ
aqll1eJOUO!leWJOJ)Ple!pada4101UO!l!ppeul'H)Waqlle
sluaW1Jedaple)!fimsaqlJOlSaJa4141!Ms~u!lleuo!punJasop
Sl!fiu!U!elU!eWal!4MhJafimsoJnaNJOUO!S!A!Oa41JOlJed
leJfialU!ueS!l!UnNW!padaql'~JoMlaN1I!9)Wa41U!ql!M
SaJ1Ua))Ple!padpuellnpeuaaMlaq"1e!JeUalJed,,JOweJfioJd
lU!O!JafiJeleJOlJedS!H)WaqlleweJfioJdle)!fiJOsomaNaql

'uaJPI!q)U!hlP!lSeds10JluaWleaJl
JOweJfioJdepadOlaAapoSlese4aH'sanfieallQ)01a)UelS!SSe
S!4fiU!P!AOJdHNWa411ewaqluopaleJadoseqMOUsuo!se)
-)0leJaAaSuopue1I!9)WWsmownlPJO)leu!dsllnpeJOsase)
lS0WadS01palle)S!aJJa!d-uear'uoafiJnsoJnau)Ple!pade
qfin0411\1'Pla!JS!41U!as!lJadxaaA!ssaJdw!uepadolaAappue
smownlWalSu!eJqpuePJO)leu!dsuou!alsd341!MhlaA!SUal
-xaal0JMaq'Jeahleqlfiupna'U!alsd3paJ~ql!M~JOAMaNU!
d!4SMollaJeJaije066LU!H)Wa41paUlO!JawJe~aJJa!d-uear

'aJOwall!Ahn9-uear
41!MJaqlilfi01hwopaJa4ds!wa4leuo!punJJOsanb!u
-4)ala41fiupalsl?wselIaMsehsdal!dale)oJU!uo!salaqlfiu!
-AOWaJhlPPlsJOpaJJaaqlpa!pnlSseqpUI?hsdal!da....



~ the treatment of brain tumour at the MNH. Under

his leadership, a multidisciplinary team of surgeons, nurses,

and social workers has brought a new dimension to the

treatment of brain tumours and

has developed a support system to

families. He has also been active in

the field of epilepsy, especially in

expanding the modalities of func-

tional hemispherectomies for in-

tractable epilepsy. Jean-Guy has

developed a strong working rela-

tionship with the MCH and has al-

ways had an active participation in

the teaching of residents.
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treatment of abnormal movements by thalamotomy and pal-

lidotomy. As mentioned, he has benefitted from the extensive

experience of Gilles Bertrand who is part of the team.

Division of Neurosurgery: Staff Members
Montreal

Neurological

Hospital

Dr Theodore Rasmussen
Dr William Feindel
Dr Gilles Bertrand
Dr Andre Olivier (Neurosurgeon-in-Chief)
Dr Jean-Guy Villemure
Dr Richard Leblanc
Dr Ronald Pokrupa
Dr Abbas Sadikot
Dr Denis Sirhan (new recruit)

Montreal

General

Hospital

Dr Joseph Stratford
Dr Peter Richardson (Neurosurgeon-in Chief)
Dr Robert Ford
Dr Jean-Louis Caron
Dr Karen Johnston (new recruit)
Dr Maria Li (1999) (new recruit)

Richard Leblanc has developed a

large expertise in problems of cere-

brovascular surgery and has pub-

lished a number of innovative papers

on surgical treatment of subarach-

noid hemorrhage. He has a particu-

lar interest in the molecular genetics

of aneurysms and amyloid an-

giopathies. Recently, he has initiated

a program of gene therapy for brain

tumours. Dr. Leblanc has demonstrated commitment to resi-

dents' teaching and very active participation in the Neuro-

surgery Program.

Montreal

Children's

Hospital

Dr J. Blundell
Dr Jose Montes (Neurosurgeon-in-Chief)
Dr Jean-Pierre Farmer

Jewish

General

Hospital

Dr Gerard Mohr
Dr Line Jacques (new recruit)
Dr Sue Brien (resigned)

Ronald Pokrupa is a very active member of the neurosurgi-

cal team at the MNH. His time is devoted to the practice of

neurosurgery, the teaching of residents and medical stu-

dents. He has kept an interest in cerebrovascular problems

and is very active in spinal surgery. He may be considered as

the successor of Gilles Bertrand as the Neuro's spinal sur-

geon. He is representing Neurosurgery on the Core Surgical

Committee and is an active member of the Neurosurgical

Training Committee, as well as being the Chairman of the

Ethics Committee at the MNH-MNI.

Dr. Denis Sirhan will be joining the

Department of Neurosurgery at the

MNH this summer. Trained at Notre-

Dame Hospital, Dr. Sirhan is presently

completing a fellowship in cere-

brovascular and base of the skull

surgery in Detroit. Dr Sirhan will also

have admitting and operating room

privileges at the JGH. We look for-

ward to Dr.Sirhan establishing work-

ing links with the other neurosurgical

and allied specialists working in this

field, and to provide a new impetus in

the important domaine of cere-

brovascular and base of the skull

surgery.

Abbas Sadikot has taken over the Directorship of the Cone

Laboratory for Neurosurgical Research after the retirement of

Lucas Yamamoto. Abbas' Laboratory has been busy in the field

of neural cell development and in the molecular biology of

basal ganglia. The Cone Lab has had a very fruitful collabo-

ration with the Neuronal Survival Group at the MNI, and to-

gether they are establishing the basis for McGill's Clinical

Neural Transplant Program. With Dr. Panisset, among others,

he has put together a clinic and program for surgical treat-

ment of abnormal movements and Parkinson's Disease. His

clinical research is concentrated on the image-guided surgical

The MNH-I with its Neuroradiology,

Neuro-anaesthesia, Brain Imaging,

Neuropathology Departments,

Neuro-Intensive Care Unit and its nu-

merous operating room theatres remains a unique centre to

practice neurosurgery. Furthermore, the recent extraordinary

development in molecular biology at the MNI will be of

tremendous importance to the research activities of the neu-

rosurgeons and for the teaching of residents. The creation and

development of a Brain Tumour Research Centre at the MNI

will have the full support and participation of the Division of

Neurosurgery.

RESIDENCY TRAINING PROGRAM

The residency training program in neurosurgery is under the

direction of the Division of Neurosurgery. It is an integrated

program with its main location being at the Montreal Neuro-

logical Hospital and Institute. Residents rotate throughout the

neurosurgical services at The Montreal General Hospital, the

Montreal Children's Hospital and the Sir M.B.Davis- Jewish

General Hospital for sessions of three to six months.

The duration of the program varies depending on the resi-

dent's career goals, the qualifying specialty body for which

he/she is making preparation and the individual background

of experience in medical and surgical disciplines. Residents go

through at least one year of core in Principles of Surgery, fol-

lowed by a minimum of five years of neurosurgical training

proper. Additional time is allowed so that the individual res-

ident can develop a certain competence in basic or ~
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~ all the neurological and neurosurgical activities at the
MGHand at the MNH,as well as those at the MCHand JGH. It
has proposed and implemented the creation of thematic groups
which have demonstrated the need for a structured and group
approach in the treatment of neurological and neurosurgical
diseases. Unfortunately, in terms of timing, the planning activ-
ities of this committee were largely completed by the time the
directives and plans of the Regie Regionale and those of the As-
sociation of Neurosurgeons became known. These two parallel
processes differed in terms of recommended outcome, e.g., the
Regie has recommended siting of Neurosurgery in Montreal to
be only in 2 or 3 centres, whereas the Neuroscience Task Force
at McGill made only a few single siting recommendations. The
numerous recommendations of this task force will be most use-
ful to enhance and integrate all activities pertaining to patient
care, teaching and research in neurosciences.

THE POSITION OF THE ASSOCIATION OF NEUROSURGEONS
OF QUEBEC
For the last two years, the Association of Neurosurgeons of
Quebec has been working on a global plan for neurosurgery
in Quebec. Among several major changes it is proposing: - 1)
A reduction in the number of neurosurgical centres across the
Province and the creation of major centres associated with the
Universities, where state of the art equipment and facilities
would be available. The Association's recommendation is to
maintain only two major centres for adult neurosurgery on the
Island of Montreal, one at Universite de Montreal and one at
McGill University. 2) A "plan de pratique" which is supported
by the Federation of Specia lists of the Province of Quebec and
will be part of a general agreement with the Government. 3)
A system of "retribution forfaitaire" corresponding to a job de-
scription (work done on-call, operative procedures performed,
number of consultations, administrative work, etc.). This
would mean the end of fees for services. Such a formula and
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form of retribution will have a profound impact on the prac-
tice of neurosurgery especially in academic centres.

THE PERSPEaJVE OF THE REGIE REGIONALE
FOR MONTREAL CENTRE
Meanwhile, last fall, the Regie Regionale has struck a com-
mittee which has been looking at the practice of neurosurgery
on the Island of Montreal. The Regie's main scenario has also
been the closing of most of the neurosurgical units on the Is-
land with the recommendation of maintaining only two ma-
jor centres for adult neurosurgery: one at the Universite de
Montreal and the other at McGill University. The Comite
Provincial de Traumatologie recommended to the Regie to
maintain a unit of neurosurgery in trauma centres such as
Sacre Coeur and The Montreal General Hospital. According to
this scenario, at McGill and within the frame of the MUHC,
there would have been a centre with two sites, a primary cen-
tre at the MNH with the MGH providing trauma care. This
would also have meant the closure at the JGH and the trans-
fer of its activities to the MNH. The Regie's representative
clearly stated that they would have the power to transfer
funds and budgets, to increase the number of beds, the num-
ber of operating rooms, and the number of surgeons in the
contemplated primary centres. The present position of McGill
University and that of the Division of Neurosurgery is that it
would like to maintain all its units including the JGH mainly
because there are at the moment no guarantees that transfer
of funds, personnel and budgets would be adequate. The
Regie has even considered decreasing the budget for the MNI
based on inadequate data pertaining to duration of stay and
"efficiency': It is likely that the McGill's position will be inter-
preted as status quo and not retained as a practical solution.
We nevertheless hope that if and when fusion occurs the
guarantees will be there to provide the same quality of care
and access to treatment for the patients as well as ~
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fT MEETING OF CANADIAN ASSOCIATION OF UNIVERSITY
SURGEONS, MAY JRO & 4TH, 7997
With Dr.David S. Mulder presiding, the C.A.U.S.had an excellent
meeting in Halifax. All those attending were delighted

with both the social and aca-
demic programs
arranged by Dr. Chris

Jamieson of Dalhousie University. This meeting
was held in conjunction with those of the
Canadian Surgical Chairmen and the Associa-
tion of Canadian Medical Colleges. On Saturday
afternoon, there was a symposium on Core

Surgery moderated by Dr. Mulder. A highlight of the

CAUSMeeting

afternoon was a presentation by Dr. Marc Pelletier entitled A

Surgical Resident's View of (are Surgery. Also attending were the
following from McGill: Dr. Paul Belliveau, Dr. Robert Estrada,

Dr. David Fleiszer, Dr. Catherine Milne, Dr. Ed Mon-

aghan, Dr. Lawrence Rosenberg, Dr. Ron Zeit,

Ms. Rita Piccione and Jane Hutchison.

Next year, the meeting will be in Ottawa under
the newly elected President, Dr. Rene Lafre-

niere of the University of Calgary.•

EDM

The Bluenose
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~ Neurosurgery Program of McGill University. This
would mean the establishment of a Hospital and University
Department of Neurosurgery, with the MNH site becoming
the primary centre for adult neurosurgery and the MGH site
the centre for trauma and other appropriate activities. It
would also mean increasing the number of neurosurgeons to
9 and the number of beds for Neurosurgery to 90 at the
MNH. The Regie and the Association estimate that 10 beds
should be allocated per neurosurgeon. This is becoming pos-
sible because the ambulatory trend has decreased the need
for in-patient beds in Neurology, while Neurosurgery is a spe-
cialty which still need and forever will need in-patient beds
for major procedures. The MCHshould continue as the core
pediatric neurosurgical site and all efforts should be made
for this unit to become the primary pediatric neurosurgical
centre for Quebec with 4 neurosurgeons.

If, in spite of the major role played by the Division of Neuro-
surgery at the JGH, the Regie's decision is to close this unit,
the neurosurgeons from the JGHwould be integrated into the
MNH-MNI. Much planification has already been done at the
MNH site for development of activities in Neura-anaesthesia,
Intensive Care, and Interventional Radiology. The Planning
and Development Committee of the MNH has produced in
June 1996 a detailed report summarizing the major findings
and recommendations of an in-patient and out-patient task
force committee. In regards to Neurosurgery, this report un-
derlines some of the facilities available at the MNH-MNI.

• In-patients bed facilities: 130 beds capacity, operationally
108, occupancy 75%. Currently under utilized.

• Operating suite: a well-staffed facility in need of updating but
capable of considerable expansion. Currently under utilized.

• Intensive Care Unit: a fully accredited, full service facility
permanently staffed by certified intensivists, equipped to
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meet tertiary care standards, staffed by highly experienced
nurses. Currently under utilized.

• Imaging: CT,MRI, angiography, intraoperative angiography,
PET: developing multimodality imaging in concert with ba-
sic science team. Facilities maximally utilized in most areas.

• Interventional Neuroradiology: a developing program in
thrombolysis, embolization and endovascular treatment of
aneurysms and AVM. Currently under utilized.

• EEGand EMG: well-equipped. Currently maximally utilized.
As.indicated in the MNH report, most of these outstanding
activities are under utilized. The proposal was for the MNH
to become the major MUHCcentre for in-patient neurolog-
ical and neurosurgical services.

In this context, it is absolutely essential to obtain guarantees
from the Regie Regionale and MUHCadministrators that the
transfer and allocations of the necessary budgets would in-
deed be implemented. Otherwise there would be the risk of
having less in-patient beds, less operating rooms, a decrease
in the number of operating procedures done and a decrease
in the quality of care provided.

It is also important that the governance structure for the Di-
vision of Neurosurgery within the Faculty of Medicine be clar-
ified to overcome outstanding issues of accountability. This
will greatly facilitate and strengthen future strategic planning
for Neurosurgery at McGill. One of the main recommenda-
tions of the McGill Neurosurgical Cyclical Review Report
(Mitchell Report, June 1994), as well as that of the external
reviewer (Tator Report, June 1994) was the creation of a full
university department of neurosurgery stressing the impor-
tance for such a structure in the process of clinical integration
at McGill. This report which represents an excellent review of
the activities of Neurosurgery at McGill has been totally ne-
glected and not taken into account at a time when it ~

Example of Image Guided Surgery, used regularly at McGill for removal of intraaanialiesion.
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~ training in General Surgery. When his wife com-
pletes her residency in Anesthesia in 1999, they will be mov-
ing to Ontario to pursue work in a community center.

Dr. Julio Faria was born in Portugal
and is a McGill graduate. He did four
years of Research in molecular biol-
ogy of colon cancer and expects to
get his Ph.D. in Experimental
Surgery. He is undecided between
colo-rectal surgery as a career or sur-
gical oncology. He is married to
Lilyann who is studying chartered accountancy at McGill and
is expecting their first child in December.

Dr. Liane Feldman was born in Montreal. She obtained a B.A.
in Cognitive Sciences at Brown University and is a graduate of
McGill. She intends to specialize in Laparoscopic General
Surgery. She wishes to study for a Master's Degree in Epi-
demiology. She played intra-mural hockey at McGill and is
married to attorney Hillel Rosen.

Dr. Brett Ferdinand graduated from
McGill Medicine in 1993. He plans to
pursue further training in General
Surgery following his residency.
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Dr. Prithvi Legha did his undergraduate and graduate degree
at Oxford in the U.K. and his post-graduate degree at Oxford
and UCSF. He is married to Shivi, an art historian. His long-
term plan is to continue in General Surgery with an interest in
hepatobiliary and laparoscopic surgery.

Dr. Laurie Morrison graduated from
McGill in Psychology and then Med-
icine, and plans to practice vascular
surgery in a community hospital.

Dr. Tarek Razek is a longstanding
Montrealer. He is a graduate of McGill
University, receiving his B.Se. in 1989
and his M.D.CM. in 1993. He is getting
married to Karen Brown on July 26,
1997, and after his general surgery
training plans to do a Fellowship in
Trauma/Critical Care.•

Welcome Aboard McGill Core Surgery Residency Training Program
July 1, 1997 through June 30, 1998.

6. Andtbacka, Robert (GS) 20. Macelaru, Dragos
7. Avery, Roger (NS) (til May 3/98) (Ortho)

R-2 8. Bui, Paul (GS) 21. Medeiros, Lori (GS)
1. Gavsie, Adam 9. Campisi, Paolo (ENT) 22. Mittal, Sandeep (NS)

(Oct 20/97- May 3/98) (Uro) 10. Charlebois, Patrick (GS) 23. Morissette, Annie (Ortho)
2 Shehadi, Joseph (NS) 11. Chedrawy, Edgar (CT) 24. Parker,Wendy (PI)
3 Thacker, Ike (Ortho) 12. Cohen, Danny (Uro) 25. Rabah, Danny (Uro)

13. Ehrensperger, Eric (Ortho) 26. Steinitz, Daniel (Ortho)
R - 1 14. Hakim, Jonathan (Uro) 27. Stephenson, Andrew (Uro)
1. AI-Dhahri, Saleh (ENT) 15. Husein, Murad (ENT) 28. Sobol, Steve (ENT)
2. AI-Jabri, Badr (GS) 16. Jamjoom, Hytham (PI) 29. Tan Michael
3. AI-Jassir, Fawzi (Ortho) 17. Karsan, Naznin (GS) (till Mar 8/98) (GS)
4. AI-Obaid, Abdulrazzaq (Ortho) 18. Khan, Atif (GS)
5. AI-Sulaiti, Ghanern (NS) 19. Lo, Kirk (Uro)
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~ well as in london, England in
April. He was a visiting professor to the
Department of Surgery at Kuwait Univer-

sity last December and
was also a guest lec-
turer to the Annual
Egyptian Society of
Chest Medicine in

Cairo, Egypt. In June, he
went to Hong Kong to lecture

on the Evolving Strategies in Minimally In-
vasive Cardiac Surgery to the Asian Pacific
Cardiovascular Society.

Dr. Christo Tchervenkov presented the
following papers dealing with the Mon-
treal Children's Hospital experience with
repairing complex heart defects in the
neonatal period and infancy. The first
paper presented at the 33rd Annual
Meeting of the Society of Thoracic Sur-
geons in San Diego in February 1997
was entitled Single-Stage Arterial Switch

with Extensive Aortic Arch Enlargement
for Transposition Complexes with Aortic
Arch Obstruction. The second paper en-
titled One-Stage Midline Unifocialization
and Complete Repair in Infancy Versus
Multiple Stage Unifocalization Followed
by Repair for Complex Heart Disease with
Major Aortopulmonary Collaterals was
presented at the 77th Annual Meeting of
the American Association for Thoracic
Surgery in Washington in May 1997.

Dr. Jean Tchervenkov presented a very
important paper at the meeting of the
American Surgical Association in Quebec
City in April. It was entitled Recurrence-
free Long Term Survival Following Liver
Transplantation for Hepatitis B Using In-
terferon-Alpha Pre- Transplant and Hepati-
tis B Immune Globulin. The co-authors of
this paper were Joseph Tector, Peter

Metrakos, Nahel Elias, Jeffrey Barkun,

Averell Sherker, and P. Cleland. This ad-
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dress was sponsored by Dr. Jonathan L.

Meakins. He also addressed the Quebec
Association of General Surgeons in Mur-
ray Bay on May 30. His topic was Ortho-
topic Liver Transplantation for Hepatitis B
Cirrhosis in a Superior Indication to He-
patitis C: A Single Center Experience. The
co-authors were AJ. Tector, J. Fridell, P.

Cleland, A.H. Sherker, P. Metrakos, E.

Alpert and J.S. Barkun.

Dr. Garrett Walsh of the MD Anderson
Cancer Center of the University ofTexas is
a member of the faculty for Surgery
Board Review Courses sponsored by the
Osler Institute in 1997.

Dr. Bruce Williams was
awarded the Agora Trophy and
made an Ambassador to Mon-
treal for the recent activities
in the management of sci-
entific meetings here .•

.............................................................................................................................. .

Achievements

Residents

and Fellows

Congotul"ion, to Dr.Sh.t
Ahmed and Susan Geishardt

~

# who were married on April 21st,
1997 in Jamaica. Shaf is doing

~....,...~. his Cardiothoracic Residency
~ Training in Chicago.

Dr. Aayed AI-Qahtani and wife Jamilah
AI-Mohammed along with their daugh-
ter Yara are delighted to welcome their
baby boy Sultan weighing 4 kg born on
May 20, 1997 at the RVH.

Congratulations to @
Dr Renzo Cecere and A
Nathalie Petrucci who .~~~ ..

,.~

were married on May 10th, 1997.

Dr. Peter Chan received
the first prize of research
presentation in the St.
lawrence Urological Group
meeting at Chateau Mon-
tebello in February 1997
for his recent work entitled
Preservation of Penile Erec-
tile Function Post-Prostate-
ctomy in Rats Using a
Micro-Surgical Procedure
with Sparing of the Antero-
Lateral Branches of the Cav-
ernous Nerves. Peter also
has a chapter entitled
Drug-Induced Sexual Dys-
function which was pub-
lished this spring in Dr.
Angelos Halaris' book "Sex-
ual Dysfunction" of the
Bailliere's Clinical Psychia-
try Textbook. The co-au-

thor of these works was Dr. Gerald Brock

of the Department of Urol-
ogy, with whom Peter is
working on several projects
aimed at minimizing erec-
tile dysfunction after exten-
sive pelvic surgery.

Dr.Peter Chan

Dr.GeraldBrack

Dr. Talat Chughtai has
been accepted for an elec-
tive in May and June at the
Aga Khan University in Is-
lamabad, Pakistan. He is the
son of Dr. M.S. Chughtai at
St. Mary's Hospital and he
promises to give us an ac-
count of his trip on return.

Dr. Saundra Kay presented
a paper at the meeting of
the American Pediatric Sur-
gical Association in Naples,
Florida entitled Injection
Sclerotherapy in the ~
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Tf<>deration of Medical Residen" of Quebec is ne-
gotiating a new collective agreement with the M.S.S.5.

Resident Numbers/
Resident Collective

Agreement

In the present collective
agreement, residents can
only be on call 6 to 28 days
in house (7 in 28 does not
work out due to other con-
straints of article 12 in the

present collective agreement), or 10 in 30 days at home call
(i.e. 1 in 3 at home call).

Most McGill Residency Programs and hospital services have
adapted to the present collective agreement. Hospitals, Division
Heads, Department Chairs have been finding creative ways to
deal with service needs. However, there are still a few hospital
services where the educational needs of residents would be bet-
ter met if there was much less emphasis on service needs.

The Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons of Canada Ac-
creditation Committee looks very carefully at service versus
education issues and seems to be in the habit of putting Res-
idency Programs on provisional approval where issues of ser-
vice seem more important than pedagogical issues.

It is also very important to realize that the number of the res-
idents allowed into specialty training in Quebec is going down
and will continue to go
down for several years.
For the past five years,
there have been 330 en-
try into specialty resi-
dents in Quebec. In 1997,
there are 308 entry into
specialty residents. It ap-
pea rs that by the yea r
1999 there will only be
250 or 260 entry into
specialty residents. The
number of Family Medi-
cine residents will also
continue to vary. Hospital
services must be looking
at alternatives to resident
coverage of service
needs. Program Directors
are being asked along
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with their Residency Program Committees to ensure that res-
idents are receiving the education and clinical exposure that
meet the training requirements of the College des medecins
du Quebec and the Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons
of Canada, and the College of Family Physicians of Canada.
Some programs, for pedagogical reasons, have decided to
adopt new methods of deploying residents within the teach-
ing hospital network, i.e. 2 or 3 residents at different levels of
training will spend 3 to 6 months in one hospital and then for
the next period of time move to another hospital leaving the
first hospital without residents. The staff in those specialties
have adapted to doing their clinical work without residents
and then concentrate their teaching energies when they have
this critical mass of residents for a finite period of time.

McGill University continues to attract residents from all over
the world and from other Universities in Quebec. Residents
will go to the Universities where they will get the best edu-
cational experience. Other University Centres across Canada,
facing the same challenges, have adapted in different ways.
Program Directors will soon be making up the master sched-
ule for the academic year 1997/98. I count on your help to
give support to the McGill Program Directors whose mandate
is to ensure the best educational experiences for residents
while following the training goals and objectives of the Col-
lege des medecins du Quebec, Royal College of Physicians and
Surgeons of Canada, and College of Family Physicians .•

Anne-Marie MacLel/and, M.D.
Associate Dean, Postgraduate MEdical Education

McGill University Faculty of Medicine Postgraduate Medical Education Quota Statistics:
Specialty Statistics

Quota Group 1990/91

444 446
New Residents

Returning Residents

1991/92 1992/93 1993/94 1994/95 1995/96 1996/97

150 127 151 135 131 136 113
318 361 330 386 411

Transfers from

Quebec Schools

American Quota

Canadian Transfer

Non-University Positions

Retours de Pratique

International Medical

Graduates

Middle-East Fellows

Fellows

Superfellows

14 8 12 10 6 9 13
36 36 36 34 31 27 29
24 22 21 23 21 21 20
18 20 14 12 13 8 5
9 8 9 5 1 4

45 45 45 42 29 23 32
50 58 59 74 82 97 98
82 55 41 51 53 25 29
20 14 16 22 25 33 21
766 754 734 794 803 823 810
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ontreal, April 17, 1997, The Montreal
General and the Royal Victoria Hospitals reaffirmed today their
longstanding commitment to providing health care services in
a bilingual, courteous and respectful manner.

Hospitals Clarify

Language Policy

"Our hospitals have strong roots in
the English community, and we are
proud of our heritage as well as of
our affiliation with McGill. Our pri-

mary concern is patient care and with putting the public at ease
from the moment they come into contact with our institutions;
explained Senator David Angus, Chairman of the Board of The
Montreal General Hospital. "Whether you are a patient or a
friend or relative of a patient, it is normal to be anxious when
preoccupied about an individual's health. We want to relieve
that tension by pro-actively indicating the availability of ser-
vices in both languages at the first point of contact':
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The hospitals also reiterated that recent reminders to staff were
intended as guidelines for the implementation of the well-es-
tablished policy regarding bilingual point of contact service. "As
has been our practice for many years, we are suggesting that
staff use French first in initiating contact with patients as well
as in voice mail messages; noted Charles McDougall, Associate
Executive Director of the Hospitals. "What is key is that both
English and French be used at the initial point of contact, and
we are relying on the good judgement and sensitivity of our
staff in communicating with the public':

In clarifying the situation, Claude E. Forget, Chairman of the
Board of the Royal Victoria Hospital stated, "We are public in-
stitutions with a mandate to provide professional health care
to patients, whether francophone, anglophone or allophone.
We believe common sense requires us to provide service to
people in their language of choice. Our aim is to communi-
cate with the individual with dignity and respect and in a
manner that he or she can understand':.

...............................................................................................................................

TSquare Knot notl'S with regret the departure of
one of our longstanding colleagues, Dr. Bernard (Bernie)

Costello, who left in the beginning of April to join an or-
thopaedic practice in Lethbridge, Alberta. Bernie has been a

member of the Orthopaedic Division at the
RVH since completing his training and a
knee fellowship in the 70's. On complet-
ing his residency, Bernie first joined the

RVH as a member of the Emergency Department and then
transferred to Orthopaedics shortly thereafter. From the very
beginning, he had a special interest in the knee joint, and in
particular was involved in the early development of the sub-
specialty of Sports Medicine. Nonetheless, he maintained
throughout his career at McGilla wide ranging interest includ-
ing a special interest in trauma, and in particular the manage-
ment of complex pelvic injuries. It is, however, in the field of
Sports Medicine that he will be missed, in particular by the
members of Les Grands Ballets Canadienne with which he had
a longstanding connection with a special interest in the com-
plex injuries to which these athletes are prone. He was also in-
volved with the Canadian Ski Team as orthopaedic adviser and
represented Canada as one of the medical team at the Soeul
Olympics in 1988 along with the Canadian Rowing Team. Fol-

Departures

lowing the re-organization of the Orthopaedic Accident Emer-
gency Services, he acted as Service Chief on Surgical10-West
where he was involved in the organization of our very success-
ful and efficient Day Surgery Unit.

We all wish him well in his move out west both profes-
sionally and in re-establishing roots in a new and very dif-
ferent environment. •

The Montreal General

Receives

a New CTScanner

This one million dollar state-of-the-art scanner will be lo-
cated in the Emergency Department and will be particularly
useful for trauma patients. The MGH has three other older
scanners in the Radiology Department. Dr. Patrice Bret,

Chief of Radiology, affirms that it will lessen the waiting time
for CTscans requested by the Emergency Department. There
are currently 70 CT scanners in Quebec Hospitals .•

EDM
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DoaDR RfTURNS TO HAmAN VILlAGE

AS PART OF WHIRLWIND CLINIC
Geography sometimes has a curious geometry. If Dickens
St. Vii hadn't left Haiti for Montreal, he might never have
gotten to Bermuda, which would mean he might never have
returned to Haiti.

Nearly 12 years ago, St. Vii was
a surgical resident at McGill
University and involved in a ro-
tation program that saw him
sent down to Bermuda to work

on trauma cases. While he was in Bermuda, he met an anes-
thetist who had just returned from a medical mission to Haiti.

Doctor Goes Home
The Gazette, Montreal

Monday, April 21, 1997

"We talked about it and I became quite interested~ recalls St. Vii,
who was born in the town of Leogane in Haiti and lived there
until arriving in Montreal with his family when he was 12.

"In 1989 I got a call from him and he asked if I would be in-
terested in going on a mission he was preparing for Haiti. It
was such a pleasure to go back where I came from and try
and help. Since then, I've been on three missions there':

St. Vii is now a pediatric surgeon at Ste Justine Hospital. And
he will be among a team of local doctors who will be leaving
next week for Sainte Croix Hospital in Leogane on a humani-
tarian mission organized by Medecins du Monde, an interna-
tional, non-profit organization founded in 1980 and dedicated
to providing medical assistance to those unable to receive it.

"Why Haiti?" Dr.Rejean Thomas, head of the Quebec chapter of
Medecins du Monde, asked during a press conference yesterday.
"Simply because Haiti is the poorest country on the planer:

Once in Leogane, the six-member Quebec team will assist lo-
cal medical personnel in performing operations, checking up
on patients they treated during their last visit in April 1996
and, to a certain extent, honing their own skills.

"All you see when you're (in Haiti) is a patient coming to see
you and their symptoms~ St. Vii said. "You don't have scan-
ners, you don't have ultrasound. You have to decide if a per-
son needs a n operation.

"I come back a better doctor. I appreciate even more what I
have in Montreal':
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St. Vii's first trip to Haiti in 1989 saw him work with patients
on the island nation's north shore, opposite the region where
he had spent his childhood.

"That mission was largely composed of Americans': he said.
"When I came back to Montreal, I asked why we couldn't or-
ganize something like that from here?':

St. Vii eventually got in touch with the head of Medecins du
Monde. By January 1996, a reconnaissance mission was car-
ried out to determine what kind of assistance was required by
Leogane, located outside of Port-au-Prince, Haiti's capital.

"When I was working on the north shore, people there told
me there was an even greater need for medical help in the
south': St. Vii said.

"But we couldn't just show up. We had to establish contacts first':

In April of last year, the first full mission to Sainte Croix Hospi-
tal arrived in time to perform an emergency caesarean delivery.

This year's mission expects to spend five days in Haiti per-
forming 20 to 25 operations and working 50 to 65 hours.

The arrival of the Quebec contingent is usually announced in
advance to the telephone-less residents living in the moun-
tains around Leogane, and some people walk 10 hours while
carrying children to see the doctors.

"But it's a pleasure to be visited by people who used to know
my parents or even my grandparents': St. Vii said.

"They say: 'Here is someone from the region who has come to
give us a hand":.

From left to right: Dr.S.Rousseau, Dr.D.St-ViI, and Dr.M. Vartian between cases

(all from Montreal).



'(llJ~4)aas)popaduO!l~n
-1~Aaw~J60Jdmo6upnpMOUAI41uOW6u!laawS!4)!4Maal
-l!WWO)S!41JOsJaqwawa41aJeasa41'AllUaJJn)'aau!wwo)
w~J60JdAJa6m5tHO)a41U!sa6u~4)awosap~waA~4aM

'1~06S!416U!Aa!4)~01
A~Ma41uolIaMaJ~aMpu~PJ~pU~lSI~UO!l~Ua41awO)aq
II!Mw~JfioJdmo1~41ad04moS!11'J~aAS!41JOlsnfinV/Alnr
U!6uluu!6aqSIS~qAI41UOWJ~au~uow~JfioJdMaua41
U!6u!S~4daqII!MaM'walsAsuO!l~nl~Aamo6U!AOJdw!(p
pu~SUOll~10JI~)!U!PII~JOJSaA!pa[qo)!JpadsUO!1~10J6U!P!A
-oJd()'w~J60Jdsll!~sAJa6msaA!Sua4aJdwO)~6U!1~aJ)(q
'AJa6msJOsaldpupda416upaAO)w~J6
-oJd6u!uJ~alpas~ql!UnJeaAOMlI~)
-!PA)~dn6u!Uas(~aqII!MaM'Aijap8
'lOU)!aJ~nb56u!wo)dna41U!w~J6
-oJdMaumoJOsl!~lapa41aUlllnoII!MI

a4141!MUO!1~J6alu!1~)!lJaAap!AoJd01pu~midU!S!I~J!ds
I~uo!w)npaa41amsua01L66LJOII~Ja41U!6u!uu!6aq1I!9)W
1~w~J60JdWOda416U!1~nl~AaAII~)!l!J)aqII!MaM'lua!l~d
a41JOluawa6~u~wpu~dn-~JOMa41uoSaWJ1Ua)UO)UO!l~lOJ
~aaM146!aJ!a41pu~s~JapPloa41aJ~s,WOda41'JaqwawaH

(WOd)aup!paw10saldpuµd

'Ssa))nsS!4101palnqplUO)aA~404MII~01SUO!l~1
-nl~J6uo)'AJa6m5al~np~J6JapunS~MSaA!pa[qoI~UO!l~)npa
JOasnaA!pallapu~JadoJdlS0Wa4141!M1I!9)W1~w~JfioJd
a411~41papnpuO)a4's6u!pu!j6u!lSaJalU!Ja4106uowV'pop
-ad41UOWxIs~JaAO~l~Ppal!dwo)pu~sJauJeaIpu~sJa4)~al
paMa!AJalU!aH'sw~JfioJdAJafiJnSpu~aup!pawal~np~J61Sod
pu~al~np~J6Japun410qU!1I!9)W1~SaA!pa[qoJOasna41

pa!pnlSaH'spunoHuO!1~)np3I~)!
-pawmo6u!mp6updsS!41AJa6ms
al~np~J6JapunluaWaldwo)aup!
-pawWOJJpoavwJalad'JOaA~401
paspdmsAllu~s~aldaJaMaM'saA!l
-)a[qoasa41uoAlalOSpas~qwalsAs
uO!l~nl~Aau~pu~SaA!pa[qoI~UO!l
-~)npaJOWJoJa41U!a)uapadxa6u!
-uJeaIJ!a41JO6u!pU~lSJapUnJ~ap~
41!Msluapnlsa416U!P!AOJd01paln
-q!JU~aqu~)ssa))nsS!41JO4)nw
'swalqoJdMaJAlaA!l~laJ41!MpaA!a)
-aJliaMuaaqaA~4SUO!1~10Ja41
'sluapnlsI~)!pawJ~aApuo)asa41
41!Msuo!ssas~)~qpaaJmoWOJJ6u!
-fipnr's~aaMfiu!wo)a41U!sap!AoJd
1!~l~PlU~lJodw!a41aA!a)aJ01ad04
pu~a)~ldU!walsAsuO!l~nl~Aapal!~l
-apaJOwpu~Mau~aA~4aM'L66L
'OlaunruopuaII!MSUO!1~10J~aaM

-0LOMqOpuo)asa41pu~ssa))ns~uaaqu!~6~s~4asmo)
W)Is,mAS!41(W)I)aup!pawII!)!U!I)Oluo!pnpo.qui

11'1flO'lH9Hl0Nfl

AJa6msIPJaua9-HIZlJeMSueO

AJa6msIPJaua9-Ell.(IaasMaJpuy

AJa6msIPJaua9-IIIUOSU!q°l!lJ)!J~ed

AJa6msIPJaua9-ZllsaJ!dasor

AJa6msJP!pJP)-EllJa!~alladlJI!W

AJa6msjeJaua9-IIIS!lolJ!NseaJPuy

SJ!pad041JO-lllJo~uellua'lda~s

AJa6msIPJaua9-IIIoJ.le)!o.(uo1

AJa6msomaN-IIIe"l!seoJOP!A

AJa6msIPJaua9-Ell!e~'16n'l)~ele1

AJa6msjeJaua9-III.(e.('1pedoue'l)!unl!

AJa6msIPJaua9-IIIn~eJ8eueol

lN3-IIInoqyW!leS

'(LlJ~4)aas)
"'01s~u~41I~padsV'aJnlUaAfiu!wns
-UO)aWllS!41U!UOll~dp!lJ~dJ!a41JOJ
pu~w~JfioJdMauJ!a4101UO!lnqpluO)
J!a41JOJSlUap!SaJa41~U~4101Al!UnlJod
-doS!41a~~l01a~!IPlnoMI's~aaMOM1
AJaAallaZ'Ja41!Mlaaw04MlaAal~H
46noJ41LHa41WOJJSlUap!SaJI~)!fims
JOdnoJ6~aA~4aM'uo!l~nl~Aaw~J60Jd
a4141!Msndla401'1l'J!dsl~uO!ll')npa
a41uopas~qW~JfiOJd~41!Msa4s!u!j
pu~1'11'PpallO)01snSMOIII''lUaWaAOJd
-wiJOSl'aJI'AJ!lUap!snsdla4'wl'Jfi
-oJdluaJJmmoJOspadsl'II~46noJ41
snsa~l'l4)!4Mall'ldwalaA!SUa4aJdwO)I'6U!MOIIOJaJeaM
'll!9)W11'AJa6m5aJO)JOUO!ll'nll'AaWI'J60JdaA!lI'WJOJII'UJal
-U!aA!Sualu!aW!lpUI'pal!~lapI'fiu!ofiJapunAI1UaJJmaJeaM

AH19HflSlHO)

:01slJue'lllepads0

'1l'l!dsOHS,AJI'W'15'pauo!luawSl''pUI'11'1!d
-SOHII'Jaua94S!Mara41'1I'l!dsOHI'POP!AII'AOHa41'1I'l!dsOH
II'Jaua9II'aJ1UOWa41:SII'1!ds04mOJ6U!MOlloJa4146noJ41
al1'10JAllUaJ@sWOdJnO'SWI'J60JdMaua41pUI'Ploa41
uaaMlaqUO!l!Su~Jlllmw!puaijoa4141!Mfiu!dla4JOJS,AJI'W
'15~u1'4101a~!Iu!1'61'PlnOMaMpUI'aA!l!SodAJaAuaaqsl'4
sluapnlsa41WOJJ~)I'qpaa:l'sluapnlsWOda~~l01panu!luO)
SI'4'AJl'nJqa:lU!papuapopaddl'paAOa41a)UO'pUI'WI'JfioJd
WOdmoJOJaJlua)6u!uJl'all'awmq11'1!dsOHS,AJI'W'15'lno
sndla401'sWOdpUI's~JapJOJaqwnua41alqnopPl'4Sll'l!d
-s04fiu!4)l'alS,II!9)WpUI'~Impm)MaupUI'Ploa41JOd~paAo
Ul'SI'MaJa41'L6-966LJOJalU!Ma416upnO'wI'J60JdW)I

ill
:5
z...
~Hvnos3Hl

'uO!11')np311')!fim5JOUO!S!A!O
a41uoa1l'pdn~)!nbI'nOAaA!6pUI'1I!9)W11'AJafims01UO!l
-nqpluo)6u!PUl'lSlnoJa4JOJ!UOP)!d1'1!H~U1'41'6u!ssaJfioJd
S!UO!ll'nll'AaWI'J60JdAJa6msama41M0411'a)u1'16'AJa6ms
""p,,fu'punu!6u!uadd.q',I'qM"1001'~"

··
··
··
···
··
···
···
···
··
·· ••••........................•••••.•......



@ Core Surgery Program Committee
Ronald G. Zeit Chairman
Rita Piccioni Coordinator
Harvey Brown Plastic Surgery
Andrew Hill Vascular Surgery
Jean-Martin Laberge Pediatric General

Surgery
Sarkis Meterissian General Surgery
Dao Nguyen Cardiothoracic

Surgery
Ronald Pokrupa Neurosurgery
Michael Tanzer Orthopedic

Surgery
YoshTaguchi Urology
Anthony Zeitouni Otolaryngology

~ programs is being decreased steadily by the Quebec
Government and we are keeping a close eye on this during our
program evaluation. These changes are on the heels of strict
new guidelines for the resident on-call scheduling, detailing ex-
actly how many days per month the trainee can be on call, set-
ting limits as to the number of consecutive holirs on call and

Do/cATION EARNllERVlCEAWARD

Rita Piccioni from the Surgical Teaching Office, Department of
Surgery, is absolutely thrilled to be the recipient of this year's
Award of Excellence in Service given by the Faculty of Studies.
The people she works with use the same words over and over

in describing her: "kind, helpful,
Above and Beyond devoted, responsible, efficient':

According to Madeleine Beaulne, the Administrative Assis-
tant for the Department of Surgery at the Royal Victoria Hos-
pital, "She is much appreciated by the residents for the
multitude of services she renders them as well as the personal
touch of a sympathetic ear. Her office is a beehive of activity,
but paradoxically also an oasis of calm and gathering point for
students, residents and colleagues. She always makes time to
listen to their problems':

One resident described how hard Rita worked to help him get
his visa. "There were mistakes made at nearly every point by
Immigration Canada. Rita never lost her cool. She quietly and
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the number of in house/at home calls. This law has been in
place for a few years now and we will now be following the
guidelines "to the letter" in all rotations and in all hospitals.

For the year 1997-98, the following is the number of resi-
dents beginning in Surgery (see chart 3).

€) Specialty Number
of Residents Entering as RI

Obviously, this decrease in
numbers will affect both our
educational experiences and
ward coverage and we are
closely monitoring this situ-
ation. To make matters even
more difficult, the number
of residents entering McGill
next year is even lower.

Specialty
Cardiothoracic
General Surgery 6
Neurosurgery
Orthopedics 6
Otolaryngology
Plastic Surgery 2

Urology
DIVISION OF SURGICAL

EDUCATION

The division has been created at the Dean's office and
presently a search committee is underway, chaired by Dr.
David Mulder, looking for a Director .•

efficiently got to the bottom of very problem': He added, "I
sometimes wonder if anyone realizes how difficult it would be
to administer the educational program or devise a working
call schedule without Rita': •

Rita Piccioni
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CANAOIAN ASSOCIATION OF GENERAL

SURGEONS Dramatic changes are occurring in the delivery of
Canadian Health Care. Technological advances, hospital re-or-
ganization and cuts in funding have all had a profound effect

on the way health
care in general
and General Surgi-
cal services in par-
ticular are

delivered. One of the major determinants of these changes is
the reduction in funding which has resulted in a desire to ob-
tain the maximum benefit for the scarce health care dollar. This
in turn has increased the demand for ongoing outcome evalu-
ation, the development of clinical practice guidelines and other
mechanisms of quality assurance.

CAGSPosition Statement
on Ambulatory Care

For General Surgery, one of the most dramatic changes is the
shift in the delivery of service from an in-patient to an out-pa-
tient basis. Patients undergoing surgery which previously re-
quired prolonged hospital stays are now being treated as
out-patients. Patients requiring in-patient treatment frequently
are admitted to hospital on the day of surgery. Technological
advances such as the advent of laparoscopic surgery have facil-
itated this shift to out-patient based surgery. There are eco-
nomic and medical advantages which derive from this shift to
ambulatory care. However, there is a danger that economic con-
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siderations will override medical considerations in some in-
stances. The Board of CAGSagrees with and encourages out-
patient based surgery provided certain principles are met.

THESE INCLUDE:

1 It is unethical to define fixed numbers or percentages of
procedures which must be performed on out-patients. The
numbers or percentages should be determined by the
health care needs of the population. Even minor procedures
may be more safely performed on certain individuals as an
in-patient.

2 The final decision regarding the appropriateness of out-pa-
tient surgery should be made by the surgeon taking into
account the individual circumstances of the patients and his
or her condition.

3 The quality of care and patient safety must not suffer be-
cause of the shift to out-patient services.

4 There must be ongoing evaluation of the impact of ambu-
latory surgery on the overall health and well-being of the
population and of individuals undergoing surgery.

S There should be ongoing evaluation of the impact of the
shift to ambulatory services on the education of medical
students and residents.

6 There should be ongoing evaluation of the impact of am-
bulatory-based surgery on clinical research.

7 There must be adequate resources and organizational struc-
tures to ensure good pre-operative evaluation, post-opera-
tive care and follow-up of patients who undergo
ambulatory surgery .•

..............................................................................................................................
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Dr. John A. Waldhausen, Professor of Surgery at the Penn-
sylvania State University, was this year's Stikeman Visiting Pro-
fessor for Cardiovascular and Thoracic Surgery at McGill
University. Dr.Waldhausen is well recognized for his contribu-

tions in the surgery of
congenital and ac-
quired heart diseases,
and on circulatory
changes associated

with cardiovascular surgery. He is a member of many profes-
sional societies and has also served on many editorial boards.
Currently, he is the Editor of the Journal of Thoracic and Car-
diovascular Surgery, one of the world's leading journals in this
specialty. Thus, Dr.Waldhausen has not only contributed to pa-
tient care and the scientific advance of cardiothoracic surgery,
but has also played a leadership role in the education and the
organizations of cardiothoracic surgeons.

1997 Stikeman Visiting
Professor, June 12-13

At the MGH Surgical Grand Rounds
on Thursday morning, June 12th,
his topic was TheCentury of Cardio-

thoracic Surgery. In the afternoon
at the RVHRounds, Dr.Waldhausen
spoke on Me(hanical Circulatory

Support and Repla(ement of the

Failing Heart.

John A. Waldhausen During the morning session, resi-
dents presented their research work
and on Thursday evening during the

annual dinner held at the Mount Stephen Club,Dr. Marc Pelletier
was the recipient of the 1997 Edward Charette Research Prize.

On Friday morning, June 13th, clinical and research presentation
by alumni, faculty and residents were presented at the RVHfol-
lowed by a luncheon .•
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ALPRACTICE LITIGATION INVOLVING
LAPAROSCOPIC CHOLECYSTEGOMY:
Cost, Cause and Consequences

Malpractice Litigation

Objectives: To analyze 44 cases of malpractice litigation in-

volving laparoscopic cholecystectomy for cost, cause, and con-

sequences of civil court actions.

Design: Survey of national jury verdict reporting services, cov-

ering 20 states during the 39-month interval from January 1,

1993, to April 30, 1996. The 44laparoscopic cholecystectomies

were performed during the 40-month interval from February

1, 1989, to June 30, 1992.

Main Outcome Measures: Types of injuries leading to litiga-

tion, morbidity and mortality from injuries, trial verdicts, and

cost of liability payments.

1st Annual

"Surgery Open"

The Mount Royal Tennis Club was the

site of fierce competition on January

21 st, as residents and staff partook in

two hours of tennis bravado. Despite

the thunderous serves of o. Steinmetz and the miraculous

net work of A. Seely, the night belonged to J. Meakins and

M. Pelletier, who earned 18 and 24 wins (out of a possible
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Results: The 44 injuries composed 4 main categories of injuries:

(1) bile duct, n=27, 61%; (2) bowel, n=7, 16%; (3) major vas-

cular, n=4, 9%; and (4) other, n=6, 14%. Bowel injuries in-

volved trocar or cautery injury; vascular injuries all involved

trocars. There were 7 deaths (16%) overall from either septic

peritonitis resulting from bowel injury (4 patients [57%]) or

bile peritonitis involving spills or cystic duct leaks (3 patients

[43%]). No deaths resulted from injury to main bile ducts. Of

the 44 cases, 21 (48%) settled out of court (mean payment,

$469,711). Of the remaining 23 cases proceeding to trial, 19

(83%) were defended successfully, while 4 (17%) concluded

with plaintiff jury verdicts (mean payment, $188,772).

Conclusions: Frequent settlements of cases involving laparo-

scopic cholecystectomy injuries that are litigated have resulted

in a selection of cases of increased defensibility at trial. The

high mortality rate from bowel injuries is a new medicolegal

finding in laparoscopic cholecystectomies, as expensive to set-

tle (mean payment, $438,000) as laparoscopic cholecystec-

tomy bile duct injury (mean payment, $507,000) .•

Arch Surg. 1997;132:392-398.

32) respectively. In promising revenge, J. Barkun was heard

to say "Wait 'till next year. "" spike their water with versed!"

Good fun was had by all at this event which was graciously

hosted by Dr. J. Meakins. The success of this night will

hopefully draw some tennis players from out of the wood-

work for what will likely become an annual event. •

From Lt: Marc Pelletier, Kent Mackenzie, Oren Steinmetz, Andrew Seely,Jeff Barkun, Brian Matt, Gerry Fried, Joe Meakins
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Write to us ! Send usyour news !
Contributions of $35.00 are appreciated
in ensuring the continued publication
of "The Square Knot" and supporting McGill
Surgery Alumni activities. Pleasemake
cheque payable to the McGill Department
of Surgery and forward to Maria Bikas,
McGill Surgery Alumni & Friends,
TheMontreal General Hospital,
1650 CedarAvenue, Room: C9169,
Montreal (Quebec) CanadaH3G1M
Telephone: (514) 937-6011,ext.:2028
Fax: (514) 937-5522.

We want to hear from our readers!
If you have any information you want published in
THE SQUARE KNOT, comments about our newsletter

or suggestions, we want to hear from you!
Send submissions to:

E.D. Monaghan, M.D .• Editor· THE SQUAREKNOT· The Royal Victoria Hospital
687 Pine Ave. w., Room: 510.26· Montreal, Quebec· Canada· H3A 1A1

(ALL US at: (514) 843-1600 FAX US at: (514) 843-1503
E-MAIL USatmbikas@is.mgh.mcgill.ca

VISIT OURWEB SITE: http://www.mcgill.ca/surgery

MOVING?

If you change your address, or if you know
someone who would like to receive this
newsletter, please drop us a line.

This edition of THE SQUAREKNOTwas made possible by donations from:

.:. MERCK FROSST
.1~i-ii1*

Auto Suture Company, Canada
A Subsidiary of United States Surgical Corporation

~ ETHICON ENDO-SURGERY
~ a~~company
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