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are available. So prices in 1994 were 136.1/19.3 = 7.05 times
higher than they were in 1954. What could be purchased for
$25 in 1954 would cost $176.25 in 1994. For quick calcula-
tions just multiply by 7. In other words a $40,000 house pur-
chased in 1954 would sell for $280,000 in 1994.5URliEON~ FEES19S4 - 1994

When I first started my surgical practice in pre-Medicare year
1965, I did not know how much to charge my patients. The
late Dr.James R.McCorriston was kind enough to lend me his

Schedule of Fees. The latter was dated 1954
and was promulgated by the Association of
Surgeons of the Province of Quebec. I have

kept this Tariff as a souvenir and recently I found it interest-
ing to compare the prices then and now.

Editorial

For the fiscal year ending March
31, 1995, health and social ser-
vices expenditures in Quebec
amounted to $12.8 billion repre-
senting 30% of total government
expenditures of $42.1 billion in
1994-95. The information pub-
lished in the latest statistics of
the Regie de I'assurance-maladie
du Quebec also indicates that
health expenditures increased by
0.7% over the preceding year's
figures. Amounts paid out to the
14,000 Quebec physicians in
1994-95 were over $2.2 billion.
A salary cap has now been im-
plemented for all physicians in
Quebec.

Physicians and Surgeons are of-
ten admonished as being re-
sponsible for increasing health
costs. It is because of us that
health care is so expensive - es-
calating out of control! Every day
the press reports impressive
studies about the high Surgeon's
fees and the public perceives us
as being "fat cats':

So let us look at the data. Ac-
cording to the health and per-
sonal care column of Statistics
Canada, the Consumer Price In-
dex for 1954 was 19.3. The CPI
for 1994 was 136.1. This is the
last year for which these figures

Inflation causes prices to rise and decreases the purchasing
power of money with the passage of time. Deflation is the
opposite of inflation. The last time prices declined in Canada
was in 1953. During the next 30 years prices rose by 314
percent. A dollar worth 100 cents in purchasing power in
1953 shrank to a worth of only 24 cents by 1983. And the
decline continues.

General Surgery

1954 1994
Consultation 15.00 38.75
Rectosigmoidoscopy 25.00 15.00
Thyroidectomy 300.00 380.00
Total mastectomy 150.00 230.00
Inguinal hernia repair 125.00 215.00
Cholecystectomy 250.00 340.00
Anterior resection 400.00 530.00
Closure of perforated ulcer 300.00 320.00
Abdomino-perineal resection
of the rectum 450.00 620.00
Pancreato-duodenectomy 500.00 920.00
Appendectomy 150.00 200.00

Plastic Surgery

1954 1994
Flexor tendon suture hand 60.00 125.00
Excision tenosynovial
or arthrosynovial cyst 90.00 75.00
Nerve suture 180.00 100.00
Fasciectomy for
Dupuytren contracture 200.00 105.00

Urology

1954 1994
TUPR 350.00 328.00
Nephrectomy 350.00 528.00
Hydrocelectomy 75.00 120.00
Orchidectomy 75.00 165.00
Circumsion (adult) 75.00 60.00

Here are some selected procedures
for comparison between the 1954
Schedule of Fees and the one for
1994 (which is still in use). For
what the fee currently should be,
just mUltiply by 7.

The United Nations proclaims that
Canada is the best country in the
world to live in - for the second
consecutive year. We agree. How-
ever, economically we are hurting.
Household debt hit an all time
high last year. We work harder and
suffer more stress. According to an
article entitled "Melancholy Ba-
bies" in the May issue of Saturday
Night Magazine, Canadians are

the wealthiest, most comfortable

people in history. Why therefore are
we so glum? It would be nice if
THE ADMINISTRATORwere to real-
ize the implications of the above
comparison of Schedule of Fees. +

CANADIAN ECONOMIC OBSERVER,

Statistics Canada - Catalogue No.
11-210,1994/95.

ENGINEERING ECONOMICS

1st Canadian Edition, McGraw Hill
1986, pages 374-375.
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CiD The St. Mary's Department of Surgery

Back row -left to right
A. Camarda,l. Cohen, 1.R.Sutton,
W Papanastasiou, 1.Keyserlingk

Front row -left to right
1.Sullivan, R.Dimentberg, G.Sejean,
K.Schirmer, M.S. Chughtai, C. Emond,
P.Mercier, M. Sossoyan,

Absent
P. Belliveau, H. Pham, M. Kwitko,
P.Madore, B.Morris, R.Moralejo,
M. Orfaly, H. Pham-Dang, 1.Rodriguez,

1. Schwarz, S.Skoryna, P. Stephenson,
K. T.Tukaram,

............................••....••.•.•••••••••..•.............••••••.•••••••.............••••••••............••.••••••••....

T.ROYAL VlaORfA HOSPITAL AND
THE AMERICAN COLLEGE OF SURGEONS
Colleges of surgeons throughout the world were founded to
identify and to recognize formally those special skills and
qualities of patient care embodied in the discipline of surgery.

The American College of Sur-
geons has emphasized the im-
portance of pre-operative and

~ post-operative care in addition to skilled operative treatment
;;: as essentials of surgical care.
~
?
~
III

"i
;S

The RVH & The ACS

Franklin H. Martin, a dynamic, Indian straight, red-haired gy-
necologist from Chicago, brought to reality three great orga-
nizations: 1) the journal - Surgery, Gynecology and Obstetrics

~ in 1905, now the Journal of the American College of Surgeons;c
2) the Clinical Congressof Surgeons of North America in 1910;
and 3) the American College of Surgeons in 1913.

Martin proposed a society that would standardize the educa-
tion and practice of surgeons and also provide recognition of
their qualifications and moral and ethical standing in the com-
munity in which they practiced.

The concept was not immediately welcomed by the surgeons
of many large cities.

After a particularly trying meeting in Boston, members of the
press asked Doctor Martin where he would go that evening if
he developed acute appendicitis, expecting him to chose one
or another of the famous teaching hospitals in that city. He
answered he would take the first train back to Chicago.

The reason Canadians were included in the College since its
inception is that many Canadian surgeons at that time (1913)
were Fellows of the Colleges of Great Britain and Ireland and
had restricted their practices to surgery. Dr. W. W. Chipman,
Head of Obstetrics and Gynecology at McGill University and a
prominent member of the staff of the Royal Victoria Hospital
was a good example. He had received the FRCS(Ed)and had
spent five years postgraduate training in Berlin, Vienna, Paris,
and Edinburgh. He was appointed to the organizing commit-
tee in 1913 and was the initial First Vice-President. He was
45 years of age at the time. Others in the organizing group
were also young men in their 40's, including George Crile, Fred-
eric Cotton and Charles Mayo.

Doctor Walter Chipman became President in 1926-27 and said
later in 1938, after he had served the College for 25 years,
"two ways were open to us, either to follow tradition ~
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e appreciate the opportunity to give a
short overview of and to highlight some of the developments
in the Division of Orthopaedics at McGill since I took over from
Dr. Carroll Laurin a little bit more than three and a half years

ago. I knew that the
mandate was clear,
but tough to achieve:
to transform a divi-
sion which has served

well under the conditions of the past in health care and uni-
versity, but which could no longer address today's require-
ments of a university hospital environment and the shrinking
resources both at the university and at the hospitals, into a
competitive division, which can maintain a leadership role in
national and maybe international orthopaedics.

McGill Division

of Orthopaedic Surgery

When taking over, three major issues where to be considered:

1) In approximately the last fifteen years, academic or-
thopaedics has dramatically changed. The general or-
thopaedic surgeon does not exist anymore. There exists
several powerful specialities like arthroplasty and joint re-
construction surgery, sports and knee orthopaedics, upper
extremity surgery, hand surgery, musculo-skeletal tumour
surgery, ankle and foot surgery, spine surgery and paediatric
orthopaedic surgery. The latter is in the process of being
eroded, since the other subspecialties have started to do
more and more vertical instead of horizontal surgery. That
means, for instance, that an expert in spine surgery treats
spine problems from the newborn to the elderly, since this
surgery is more and more technology driven, and therefore,
better mastered by someone who deals everyday with it,
than just occasionally.

These facts push us clearly in the direction of creating centers
of excellence in the subspecialities. In order to create the nec-
essary momentum in a subspeciality, a certain number of sur-
geons, fellows, residents and patients are needed and
supported by the appropriate research and resource back-
ground. This can no longer be handled by one hospital ser-
vice, except it is designated just as such.

To achieve this goal under the given circumstances, the man-
power, the resources and the intellectual capacity need to be
pulled together and regrouped preferentially in one or two-
geographical sites.

THE SQUARE..
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2) The rapidly declining resources in an environment of an
increasingly demanding patient population and the in-
ability to recruit good young orthopaedic surgeons due to
inappropriate remuneration and a lack of university sup-
port, makes it extremely difficult to create an innovative
and motivating working place. Again, only a rationaliza-
tion and merger of existing resources and duties may give
a chance to maintain a university environment as most of
us understand it.

3) In a rapidly evolving surgical field like orthopaedics, re-
search can no longer be done by overworked surgeons who
do "research" in the evening, on weekends and holidays.
Research has become extremely competitive, and to be a
part of it, we have to adapt by creating research groups
which are basically lead by full-time researchers who are
supported and stimulated by clinicians. Orthopaedic surgi-
cal research is no longer just biomechanics and implant de-
velopment, but increasingly biochemistry, molecular
biology and application of modern informatic sciences
tools. This research has become significantly interlocked
with industry and a "University of the Ivory Tower" has no
chance, if any, for the third millenium. Only a very close col-
laboration of university people with industry and vice versa
can develop the necessary innovation.

With these three major problems in mind - besides others -
we have started to re-organize and build on an orthopaedic
university department, which can meet their solutions:

1) To build specialized research laboratories in the ~

ORTHOPAEDIC RESEARCH LABORATORY - RVH
As seell from top: Lome Beckmon, Dr. Hani Baramki

Helen Athanassiadis, Rick Rubin
Anjum Hanafi, Dr. Mauro Alini

Nora Goudsouzian, Anthony Tsantrizos
Sandeep Panesar, Dr. Max Aebi

Terrence Heathfield, Dr. Thomas Steffen, TonyAndreou.
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TO;,;'ion ofGffieoalSu~ery had "first annualGen-

eral Surgical Day on March 21. It was a harbinger of spring. The
day, sponsored by Davis+Geck, began with a grand rounds by
Dr. Jerry Shuck, the Olyver H. Payne Professor and Chairman of

Surgery at CaseWestern Re-
serve. His presentation, enti-
tled "Bandwagons,

Pendulums and Other Phe-

nomena", highlighted some
~ of the fadism and fashion surrounding the development of new
i procedures and techniques. The prime example was how the eval-
g. uation of the injured abdomen has gone through enormous cycles
!: starting with the physical exam, probing of stab wounds, manda-....
~ tory laparotomies, physical exam directed laparotomies, CT scan-
~ ning, ultrasound and a variety of other technical approaches to
j' diagnosis. His point was that the best approach remains physical
~ exam with frequent re-examination by the same observer,concepts

that were developed and clearly demonstrated 25 years ago. Dr.
Shuck then entered into a discussion of laparoscopy and how for
certain procedures the pendulum has swung from total acceptance
to outright rejection and back to some middle ground.

General Surgery Day

March 21, 1996

Dr.Shuck's presentation nicely set the tone for the remainder of the
moming. Tenvideos from the Davis+Geck library of the American
College of Surgeons were shown and discussed. The controversies,
dogma and opinions associated with hernia repair and melanoma
management, to say nothing of which suture to use,demonstrated
that there are enormous gaps in our understanding of certain prob-
lems where our treatments are firmly supported by strongly held
dogmas and opinions in the absence of data.

The video presentations and the very animated discussion in
which surgeons from all of the McGill hospitals participated were
followed by lunch and a knot tying contest for the residents. This
was a preliminary round in the first National Knot Contest spon-
sored by Davis+Geck for the residents registered in the General
Surgery Program of sixteen Canadian universities. The winners in
each of the universities will participate in the regional rounds to
determine the finalists of the contest. The champions of the three
regions, the East incorporating Quebec and the Maritimes, Cen-
tral incorporating the Ontario medical schools, and the West with
all the medical schools west of the lakehead, will win an ali-ex-
pense paid trip to the 1996 Royal College meeting in Halifax
where the final round will be held. The national winner will re-
ceive a bursary of $1,000. The winners of the preliminary round
held at McGill were Felicia Huang, Gabriela Ghitulescu and
Stephanie Helmer who received $100, $50 and $25 respectively.
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The aftemoon program consisted of presentations by the Faculty.
These were well received and established the areas of particular
interest in the division: laparoscopy, colorectal disease, surgical
oncology, transplantation, epidemiology, and pancreatic disease.

Five of six general surgery operating rooms were closed to en-
able faculty, residents and students to participate in the day's
events which were held in the Block Amphitheatre at the Jew-
ish General Hospital.

The day culminated with a dinner for faculty and general
surgery residents (R3s, R4s and R5s) at the University Club.

VIDEO PRESENTATIONS - FROM DAVIS+GECK FILM LIBRARY

o Tension-free hernia repair.
f) Melanoma and surgery: When? How much?
@) laparoscopic common duct exploration.
o Modified Puestow procedure: lateral pancreaticojejun-

ostomy for chronic pancreatitis.
" Surgical technique of thyroidectomy.
(l) Evaluation of laparoscopy in the diagnosis of intra-abdomnal injury.
8 Common surgical diseases of the anorectum.
«1) Right hepatic lobectomy.
o Double stapling technique for low anterior resection.
@ Transhiatal esophagectomy for adenocarcinoma of the gas-

troesophageal junction.

PRESENTATIONS BY STAFF

Dr. Gerald Fried - A model for evaluation and training
of laparoscopic surgery.

Dr. Harvey Sigman - laparoscopic cholecystectomy: A single
surgeon's experience.

Dr. Sarkis Meterissian - Cell death can be induced in human
colorectal carcinoma by anti-Fas antibody: Modulation by bel-2.

Dr. Pnina Brodt - Role of IGF-I in liver metastases.
Dr. Ronald Lewis - Does elinical evaluation amplify Duplex

study of DVT?
Dr. Philip Gordon - Management of fistula-in-ano associated

with Crohn's disease.
Dr. Paul Belliveau & Dr. Judith Trudel-longitudinal follow-

up of pouch patients and quality of life.
Dr. Jean Tchervenkov - Current status of adult liver trans-

plantation at McGill.
Dr. Jean-Martin Laberge - The first 100 pediatric liver trans-

plantations.
Dr. Frank Guttman - Small bowel transplantation
Dr. Lawrence Rosenberg - Management of acute pancreati-

tis in 1996 and beyond.
Dr. John Sampalis - The Trauma Registry.
Dr. Jonathan L. Meakins - Surgical infection through the ages.
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Harvey Sigman, M.D, FRCSC

SURGICAL EDUCATOR PROFILE
It is a pleasure for me to profile such a dedicated educator as
Dr. Harvey Sigman. I met him during my training at the Jewish
General Hospital as a medical student, honed my surgical skills
with him as a resident in General Surgery and now work closely
with him in Surgical Education both locally and internationally .
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He has spent many years and a put a great deal of effort "en-
suring learning has taken place", as I like to say.Since 1979 he
has been an active teacher in Undergraduate Surgery and is
one of our best surgery tutors. At the postgraduate level, Dr.
Sigman is an active participant in resident teaching in General
Surgery and was Director of the Clinical Teaching Unit at the
Jewish General Hospital from 1969 to 1989. He also teaches
laparoscopic skills in McGill's Continuing Medical Education
Program and in 1992 was awarded the Department of Surgery
Resident's Award for excellence in teaching.

Apart from teaching, Dr. Sigman has been actively involved in
local and international committees. He is currently the Assistant
Dean, Medical Education and Student Affairs at McGill and par-
ticipates in the Curriculum Committee and Postgraduate Educa-
tion Committees. At the international level, he is Chair of the
Curriculum Committee for the Association for Surgical Educa-
tion and is a member of the Association of American Medical
Colleges and Canadian Association of Medical Education.

Currently, Dr. Sigman is Chief, Division of Surgery at the Jew-
ish General Hospital and is a Professor of Surgery at McGill
University. On behalf of the McGill Surgical community, thanks
for the many years of tireless work in Surgical Education and
for your kind and thoughtful manner in dealing with the med-
ical students and surgical residents .•

...............................................................................................................................

on May 9, McGill Orthopaedi" took pride in

welcoming back a former resident, Dr. Kelly Vince, as guest
lecturer. Dr Vince gave two talks on that day. They were en-

titled Design Principles in Knee
Arthroplasty and Revision Knee
Arthroplasty. Both talks were
greeted enthusiastically and ensu-

ing case discussions were animated.

Dr. Kelly Vince

Dr.Vince graduated from McGill Medicine in 1979 and did his
residency with us from 1981-85. He subsequently was a Fel-
low in arthroplasty with Dr. John Insall at Hospital for Spe-
cial Surgery in New York prior to joining the staff of the Kerlan
Jobs Orthopaedic Clinic of Los Angeles.

Dr.Vince has distinguished himself academically in the decade
since his residency. He is the Editor-in-Chief of the American
Journal of Knee Surgery, Editor of the Knee section of Current
Opinion in Orthopaedics, and on the Editorial Advisory Board
of the Journal of Arthroplasty. He gives annual instructional
course lectures at the American Academy of Orthopaedic Sur-
geons and has published over fifty articles in major journals.
He recently edited a two volume text book on knee surgery
published in 1994.

Kelly is married to Dr. Catherine Bannerman whom he tries to
follow down various black diamond ski slopes and he also
coaches youth soccer, both his girls are keen players.

We look forward to seeing Dr. Vince back more fre-
quently at McGill .•

Dr.EricLenuner
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~ dominated by the famous Sydney Opera House, see the
historic Rocks area, and watch the surfers master the enor-
mous waves of Bondi Beach.

On the way home, we stopped for a few days vacation diving
off the Great Barrier Reef.

The next segment of my travels took me to the West Coast of
the United States. My goal in this part of my travels was to
specifically visit centres of expertise in surgery of the foregut,
and centres with research laboratories in laparoscopic surgery.
I started at the University of California at San Francisco, where
I was hosted by Dr. Lawrence Way (a previous James IV trav-
eler). He invited me to the OR, to morbidity and mortality, and
service rounds, and to present my work to members of his de-
partment at both the University Hospital and the VAHospital.
The highlights of the visit included watching him do a laparo-
scopic pancreatic pseudocyst-gastrostomy using endoluminal
techniques, and repairing a large para-esophageal hernia. They
have an excellent and well funded laparoscopic research centre
and still run a popular course in laparoscopic surgery.

From San Francisco, I flew to Los Angeles and was invited to
speak at Surgical Grand Rounds at UCLA-Harbor Hospital by Dr.
Bruce Stabile. The rest of the week was spent at USCMedical
Center, where I was warmly received by Dr.Tom DeMeester. This
department has many strengths, but they are probably best
known for their work in diseases of the esophagus. They have
an outstanding esophageal physiology lab where they evaluate
patients with swallowing disorders. Their research fellows are
investigating many aspects of benign and malignant
esophageal disease. I had the opportunity to attend the Swal-
lowing Clinic and Conference and to watch a laparoscopic Nis-
sen fundoplication. The strength of the department is
multidimensional and I was able to spend some time with the
heads of the sections of colorectal surgery (Dr. Robert Beart),
hepatobiliary-pancreatic surgery (Dr. Rick Selby), laparoscopic
surgery (Dr.Namir Katkhouda), and foregut surgery (Dr. Jeff Pe-
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ters). They also have a very excellent surgical education pro-
gram, headed by Dr.Gary Dunnington. I spoke to him and his
graduate student about the structure of their surgical residency
program and their research in training and evaluation in la-
paroscopic surgery. I was invited to speak to their group about
the McGill experience and lessons learned in laparoscopic chole-
cystectomy. I also volunteered to be tested by their technical
skills evaluation fellow.

My last stop was in Seattle where I visited the University of
Washington Department of Surgery. My host was Dr. Carlos
Pellegrini, Professor and Chairman (and former James IV trav-
eler). This unit is also well known for Dr. Pellegrini's work in
esophageal surgery, and for their advanced laparoscopic
surgery, under the direction of Dr. Mika Sinanan. Probably
most exciting was the work they are doing developing simu-
lators to teach surgery. They are approaching this from sev-
eral points of view, including computer based simulators, and
synthetic material models of organs to practice surgery using
materials with the look and feel of real tissues. Furthermore,
the Department of Surgery is working closely with the Human
Interface Technology (HIT) Laboratory which is located on the
University of Washington campus. This group is at the fore-
front of multiuser virtual reality training systems. It was an in-
credible experience to put on the VRheadset and interact with
one of their models. The goal of the HIT group is to make data
readily available to the user in the most convenient form with-
out distracting the user from what they are doing in order to
have access to information.

I returned from my James IV travels energized and full of
ideas. I have had the opportunity to establish close personal
ties with a number of leaders of surgery today, which I hope
will in the future provide our residents with unique opportu-
nities for further fellowship training in clinical or research ar-
eas. All in all, it was the opportunity of a life time, and I was
proud to represent McGill in my travels. +

l"
Viaorian Fellowsof the Royal Australasif(aglie~'I~geons with Dr.and Mrs. Fried.
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·
and spirit alive, an O.R.bed was pur- donations by members of CAGSsubmit- ·~ ··chased and a plaque mounted in his ho- ted through their annual association ···nour. Drs. R. Brown, D. Mulder and the dues. The work which Peter Metrakos did ···MGH Foundation organized a memorial was on The effect of regenerating rat liver · Announcements··

service on December 7, 1995. on pancreatic islet proliferation. ·····T McGill General Surgery

·Dr. Peter Chan won the award of excel- Dr. Luong T. Nguyen was the first recip- ···lence in fundamental research at the ient of the Surgical Teaching Award in ···Quebec Urological Association's 20th An- recognition of his outstanding contribu- ·
nual Meeting in Montreal October 1995, tion to Surgical Teaching at the Montreal ··for his work entitled Sparing of the An- Children's Hospital. This award was voted · Residents Journal Club meets the first·tero-Lateral Branches of the Cavernous on by the Surgical and Medical Residents · Wednesday of every month. Usually one
Nerves in Rat Preserves PeniJErection Post- at the Children's and was presented at the · staff surgeon is invited. Dr. Andrew See-··
Prostatectomy. The co-author on this pro- Annual Dinner for Residents and Attend- · ley is the Club Coordinator. The meeting··ing Staff in December, 1995. · is held at a different Resident's house·· each month.·On March 4, 1996 a press conference was

held at the MNI to announce an article au- McGill Colorectal Rounds are held on the
thored by Mark C. Preul, M.D. (former res- 4th Monday of every month in the Bloom-
ident and now a Fellow in the Division of field Amphitheatre in Lady Davis Institute
Neurosurgery), Douglas L. Arnold, M.D. at the Jewish General Hospital. The first
and colleagues that appeared in the March one was held February 26 and was chaired
issue of the prestigious journal, Nature · by Dr. Phil Gordon. The Co-ordinator for·Medidne entitled Accurate noninvasive di- · these Rounds is Dr. Barry Stein.
agnosis of human brain tumours by using ···proton magnetic resonance spectroscopy. · Mr. Nick Giannou who worked in the·During his residency, Dr. Preul began Ph.D. · Animal Lab in the Department of Surgery
work with Dr. Arnold, a neurologist at the · of the RVH has retired after 31 years on·MNI and a world leader in MR spec- · the job. Many Residents who did their·
troscopy, on several projects that attempt · surgical research here will remember him
to characterize the in vivo biochemistry of · fondly and we wish him well.·

ject was Dr. Gerald Brock, with whom human brain tumors. The article received ·
Peter is working on several projects praise in an additional editorial article on · Dr. Helene Flageole is joining the staff·aimed at minimizing erectile dysfunction their work that appears in the same issue · of the Montreal Children's Hospital on·
after extensive pelvic surgery. of Nature Medidne. In addition, the As- · July 1st, 1996. She graduated from the·sociated Presssent a wire press release de- · McGill Post-Graduate Training Program in·
Dr. Felix Ma will be graduating from the scribing the work to over 1500 · General Surgery in June 1993. She un-·
McGill Postgraduate Training in Cardio- newspapers and news services. · dertook the two year training fellowship
thoracic Surgery in June. He will be going · in Pediatric General Surgery at the Mon-·
to do a Clinical Fellowship at the Cleve- Dr. Dominique Shum-Tim was granted a · treal Children's Hospital and then went to·land Clinic in Cardiac Surgery. research fellowship by the Medical Re- · Belgium for one year of research.·search Council of Canada. He will continue ···
Dr. Peter Metrakos was the winner of his research training at Boston Children's · Drs. Andrew Hill (currently at the MGH)·
an award from the Canadian Surgical Re- Hospital and Harvard Medical School. : and Ron Lewis (at the QEH) are moving
search Fund.The latter fund has been es- : to the RVH to work in Vascular Surgery
tablished by the Canadian Association of Adel Taha (R-I General Surgery Pro- · with Dr. Oren Steinmetz. •·
General Surgeons for presentation annu- gram) and his wife had their third child, ··
ally of amounts of up to $10,000 to sup- a baby girl, on May 10,1996 by the ···port operating funds for Canadian name of AL-ANOUD. ···General Surgeons working in original re- ···
search. The CSRFis supported through ····
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The Chief Residents General Surgery
Academic Year 1996-1997

Dr. Mohammed AI-lahrani was born in
Zahran, Saudi Arabia. He graduated from King
Saud University in Riyadh. He is single. He is
an accomplished soccer player and plays the
lute. He is due to return to practice in Saudi
Arabia in an Aramco Hospital.

Happily married to Dr. Felix Ma,
Dr. Sara Bouchard was born in
Sept-lies, but raised in Quebec City.
She completed her medical degree at
McGill University and will finish her
General Surgery Training in June
1997. Afterwards, she will start a
two year Pediatric Surgery Fellow-
ship at Ste-Justine Hospital. She is in the process of complet-
ing her Master in Epidemiology and Biostatistics at McGill. She
was the resident member of the Accreditation Committee of
the Royal College from 1993 to 1995. She also plays the pi-
ano and the drums, and is learning Cantonese.

Dr.Anna Derossis was born in Montreal. She
did her undergraduate degree in Microbiology
and Immunology at McGill University. She
then entered medical school at McGill and
graduated in the class of 1992. She subse-
quently entered our General Surgery Training
Program. Anna's future interests are in Gen-
eral Surgery with an interest in surgical edu-

cation. During her research year, she was involved in the
development of a laparoscopic simulation model for evalua-
tion and training of laparoscopic skills with Dr. G. Fried.

Dr.Toni Ferrario is a native of Penn-
sylvania who received her under-
graduate degree from the University
of Pittsburgh. Following graduation,
she moved to Los Angeles, California.
She attended UCLA Medical School
and graduated in 1992. She came to
McGill through the American quota
after three years of general surgery at Harbor-UCLA.

Dr. Gabriela Ghitulescu was born in
Bucharest, Romania and came to
Canada when she was eleven years old.
She received her medical degree from
McGill University in 1992. She was the
recipient of the J.W. McConnell Faculty
Scholar Award in 1988-89. Gabriela
enjoys sports and has an avid interest
in camping.

Dr.Brian Mott is a native Montrealer.
He has a B.Se.from McGill and won a
prize of great distinction in Physiology
in 1987. He is a noted skier having
taught skiing from 1988-1990. He re-
ceived the Edward Charette Research
Award in 1995 for his work in car-
diomyoplasty and plans to continue
his training in cardiothoracic surgery upon graduating.

Dr. lafer Rasim is from Saudi Ara-
bia. He received his medical degree
from the King Faisal University Col-
lege of Medicine and Medical Sci-
ences in 1988. His hobbies are
computer programming and scuba
diving. He created a database pro-
gram to keep an operative log for

general surgery residents. Upon graduation, he plans to re-
turn to Saudi Arabia.

Dr. Sameer Softa was born in Makkah, Saudi Arabia. He re-
ceived his medical degree from King Abdul Aziz University in
1987. He came to McGill University in 1992. He is married
with three children. Sameer plans to do a fellowship in Sur-
gical Oncology after graduation.

Dr. Sadeesh Srinathan was born in
Sri Lanka. He came to McGill from
Ontario where he did his undergrad-
uate and medical school degree at
McMaster University. His hobby is
photography. He had a very reward-
ing experience in St. Louis where he
did research in intestinal develop-
ment and pulmonary development.
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FROM LEFT: Dr.John Wedge, Mrs. Pot Pryde, Mrs. Susan Bexton, Dr. Gus Bounous, Mrs. Sally Goss, Dr. Hope McArdle,

Dr. Rea Brown, Dr. Ray Chiu, Dr. David Mulder
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~ In the morning at Surgical Grand Rounds at the MGH his
topic was The Future of Surgery in the Academic Medical Cen-

ter. During the day, he met with the Residents and at the RVH
he spoke during Grand Rounds on Reconstructive Surgery of the

Hip in the Adolescent and Young Adult.

He was the Guest of Honour at the Fraser Gurd Banquet in the
evening at the Westin Mont-Royal. +

Dr.M.Aebi

.................................................................

7996 STIKEMAN VISITING PROFESSOR

Dr. Hillel Laks, Professor and Chief of Cardiothoracic Surgery at
UCLA Medical Center in Los Angeles, was this year's Stikeman
Visiting Professor for Cardiovascular and Thoracic Surgery at
McGill. Dr. Laks is known for his superb expertise in a wide
range of cardiac surgery, which includes pediatric cardiac
surgery, cardiac transplantation and adult cardiac surgery .
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At the MGH Surgical Grand Rounds on
Thursday morning, June 6, his topic
was Unifocalization for Multiple Aorta

to Pulmonary Col/aterals in the Adult.

In the afternoon at the RVH Rounds,
Dr. Lak's spoke on Coronary Revaswlar-

ization versus Transplantation for Is-

chemic Cardiomyopathy.
Dr. Hillel Loks

During the morning session, residents
presented their research work and on Thursday evening dur-
ing the annual dinner held at the Mount Stephen Club,
Dr. Stephen Tahta was the recipient of the 1996 Edward
Charette Research Prize.

On Friday morning, June 7, Dr. Laks gave a talk on Update on

the Fontan at the Montreal Children's Hospital. +
EKL

...............................................................................................................................

Welcome Aboard Welcome to the New Residents

in the Core Program

for Surgery in General - 1996-1997

RII DiCarlo, Antonio (GS) · DIAGNOSTIC RADIOLOGY·
Cifelli, John Dickey, Ian (Ortho) · AI-Taf, Zahid···

Ferri, Lorenzo (GS) · (July 1/96 - Jan 14/97)··RI Hayati, Hussein (GS) · Conti, Anthony· ··· ·
Abou, Salim (ENT) · Hussain, Majeed (Plastics) · (July 1/96 - Jan 14/97)· ··
Abu-Remsh, Mohammad (NS) · Jacobson, Avrum (Urology) · Inamdar, Madhuri··· ·
Ahmed, Shaheeda (GS) Kantor, Stephen (Ortho) · (Jan 15/97 - June 30/97)· ·· ·· ·AI-Abdulhadi, Khaled (ENT) · Korkola, Stephen (CVT) Mandalenakis, Andrew· ··(July 1/96 - Aug 11/96) · Martin, Mark (plastics) · (Jan 15/97 - June 30/97)· ·· ·· ·
AI-Said, Abdul-Nasser (NS) · Mathew, Jane (GS) · Partap, Vince· ·· ·· ·
Balasingam, Vijay (Ortho) · Nikolis, Andreas (GS) · (July 1/96 - Jan 14/97)· ·· ··
Bessette, Benoit (Ortho) · Pascual, Jose (Ortho)···
Boyer, Andrew (GS) · Robinson, Patrick (GS)··· ·
Bratu, loana (GS) · Steinberg, Andrew (Urology) ··· ·· ·
Burnett, Stephen (Ortho) · Su, Jean (NS) ·· ·· ·· ·
Chattopadhyay, Runi (GS) · Tan, Michael (GS) ·· ·· ·· ·
DaSilva, Victor · Yoskovitch, Adi ·(GS) · (ENT) ·· ··· :·
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A TRIBUTE TO DR.IUUUS GORDON

ON HIS RETIREMENT
Julius Gordon began his academic work at McGill obtaining a
Ph.D. degree from the Department of Biochemistry, under the
guidance of Dr.Alec Sehon - a world renowned immunochemist.

He continued his training at the Chester
Beatty Research Institute in london Eng-
land as a post-doctoral fellow with Dr. A.

Haddow, and then at the Montreal Cancer Institute with Dr. A.
Cantero. He joined the Department of Surgery at McGill and the
RoyalVictoria Hospital in 1965. The department at the time was
led by Dr. L. Maclean who had the foresight to realize the im-
portance of having basic scientists and clinicians work side-by-
side to achieve progress in biomedical research.

Retirement

Julius began his career during the dawn of a new age in clin-
ical and experimental immunology. lymphocytes had just
been activated to undergo cell division in culture and the first
successful kidney transplants were performed. Julius made
use of this new technique for maintaining lymphocyte cul-
tures and was instrumental in developing the Mixed lympho-
cyte Culture - an in vitro model which "mimics" the host
immune response to organ transplants. Using this tool, he and
colleagues were able to carry out their pioneering work on the
"Blastogenic Factor", later known as Interleukin 2 (Il-2). In
this work, they were laying the foundation for the new and
still growing field of inflammatory cytokines. The work on im-
mune cytokines led into research on the regulation of host im-
munity in health and disease. Julius has published extensively
in the area of tumor immunology, contra-suppression and the
immune defects associated with anergy in surgical patients .
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Initially at the Royal Victoria
Hospital, Julius moved to the Donner
Building in the late sixties. He be-
came Director of the Building and
subsequently the Director of the
Graduate Program in the Division of
Surgical Research. In his laboratory,

Dr.iuliu5 Gordon surgical residents and basic science
students in the M.Sc. and Ph.D. pro-
grams worked together, creating an

environment highly conducive to productivity in applied bio-
medical research. In this task, he had close and long-lasting
collaborations with surgeon-scientists in the department, in-
cluding Drs. L. Maclean, J. Meakins and N. Christou.

Research for Julius was never simply a job, but rather a high
calling. He always approached his research with great enthu-
siasm and full commitment and found joy in the intellectual
challenge that each new finding presented. His analytical
skills and creative mind served him well in formulating hy-
potheses and designing appropriate studies to test them. He
derived great pleasure from lengthy scientific discussions with
his students and colleagues which were used to examine every
possible interpretation of new data and exhaust all new av-
enues of future studies. In these brain-storming sessions, his
frequent opening line and a sure sign that the discussion was
far from over was his favourite expression "On the other
hand ... ". Judging from his impressive record of productivity,
it is evident that these sessions were highly effective.

We wish him a very enjoyable and fulfilling retirement. Im-
munology at McGill and in the Department of Surgery in par-
ticular, will not be the same without Julius Gordon. +

..............................................................................................................................

Were You There? -1970

Mr. Walter Woodcock, who was employed as a fitter by Dominion Textile
Company, had his right arm caught in a machine in Valleyfield. His arm was
almost completely severed and he was transported to the RVH after first
aid was rendered. The operating team headed by Dr. H.F.Moseley took four
hours to replant the arm.

Visiting the patient on the Accident Service are the other surgeons from left to
right - Drs. Jack White, Brian McKenna, Vincent Piccone and Charles Moyo. +

EDM
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CENTRE HOSPITALIERDE!'UNIVERSITE
DE MONTREAL (C.H.U.MJ
The Dean, Dr. Patrick Vinay, explains that the University of
Montreal is embarking on a re-orientation of some of its ma-
jor Teaching Hospitals. After multiple consultations, there has

been agreement with the various
adminstrative bodies that the
CH.U.M. would be comprised of
Hopital Notre-Dame, Hopital

~ Saint-Luc and I'Hotel-Dieu de Montreal. These would be Cen-
i; tres Hospitaliers Universitaires (CH.U.) along with Sainte- Jus-
f tine Hospital, a CH.U. for mothers and children. Le Pavilion
.! Notre-Dame (with Emergency Department) will have as its
~ mission Hepato-Renal Transplantation, General Surgery and
:::J
~ Oncology. Le Pavilion Hopital Saint-Luc (with an Emergency= Department) will have three missions concentrating on Trans-

plantation, Hepato-Biliary Surgery and Colorectal Surgery. The
Hotel-Dieu Pavilion will be an Ambulatory Care Center for
cases requiring less than 48 hours of hospitalization. Hence,
thyroidectomies, parathyroidectomies, laparoscopic cholecys-
tectomies, herniorraphies and breast operations will all be
done in this center. Surgeons will have cross-appointments to
do their ambulatory surgery in Pavilion HOtel-Dieu and their
major surgery in their home hospital.

(HUM - Update
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L'Hopital Maisonneuve-Rosemont will be called a Centre Af-
filie Universitaire as will the Sacre-Coeur Hospital. The latter
already is recognized as a Levell Trauma Center for Universite
de Montreal.

The remainder of the hospital network will be constituted by
the following one specialty hospitals:
• Institut de Cardiologie
• Hopital Louis Hippolyte Lafontaine - Psychiatry
• Hopital Riviere des Prairies - Pedopsychiatry
• Institut Philippe Pinel - Forensic Psychiatry
• Centre de Readaptation - Psychiatry
• Cote des Neiges - Geriatrics

For Family Medicine, the resources will be Cite de la Sante and
Hopital de Verdun. There will be 5 CL.S.C's:
• St. Hubert (Verdun)
• Centre Sud (Hopital Notre-Dame)
• Marigot (Cite de la Sante)
• Bordeaux (Sacre Coeur)
• Octave Roussini (Cite de la Sante)

It is noteworthy that the acronym for the Universty of Mon-
treal (C H. U. M.) is the same as that for McGill - Centre Hos-
pitalier de I'Universite McGill (C H. U. M.) +

...............................................................................................................................

OnMay 31 and June 1, Laval Uni,,"ity was
the host at the Chateau Frontenac in Quebec City of the 100th
Annual Meeting of the Canadian Association of University Sur-

geons Eastern Di-
(.A.U.S. Annual Meeting vision (formerly

the Canadian As-
sociation of Clinical Sur-
geons). Participating from
McGill were David Mulder,
J.L. Meakins, H. Barkun,
Ed Monaghan, and
C. Milne.

David Mulder and Jean Couture

This society now includes the Canadian Association of Surgi-
cal Chairmen and the Committee on Undergraduate Surgical
Education. Dr. David Mulder was appointed the new Presi-
dent to replace Dr. Luc Deschenes.

Also present were former McGiliians, John Duff, Michael
Grace, John Wedge, John Seeley and Neurosurgeon
Bob Hanseabout. +

EDM

Left to right: Jean Milne, Michael and Linda Grace,Catherine Milne
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Congratulations to the MGH Staff on the occasion
of the 175th anniversary of its' founding.

SECOND ROW : BOTTOM ROW

·
···················
·

D.H.Clogg, lE. MacDonell, E.J. Brown, H.V.Parker, H.D.Stevens.J.R. Moore, R.G. Rose, G.B.Scott, J.L. Levignac, H.M. Jost,
L.E Spackman, J.B. Downing, A.H.Westbury, H.J. Scott, D.M.Wyse,
W.D.Miller, J.L. Oulton, U.B. Philips, K.C.Boyce, w.J. Charlton,
H.G.Wadman.

NOTE:

John R. Moore (1st on the left 2nd row); Harry Stevens (bot-
tom row extreme right); Harry J.Scott (2nd row 8th from the

right); and Breen N. Marien (back row 2nd from the left).
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~ Signs Of Heart Trouble, including Chest Pains, Short-
ness of Breath, Tendency to Not Notice That the Traffic Light
Has Changed, and Fear of Ordering French Fries.

Also my heart has taken to beating very loud, especially late
at night. Perhaps you've heard it. "STOP BEATINGYOUR

A OVANCEO BREAST BIOPSY INSTRUMENTA-

TION (ABBI) STEREOTAXIC BREAST BIOPSY DEVICE

In October 1995, we began a project to do stereotaxic exci-
sional biopsies of non-palpable mammographic

ABBI breast lesions. A new biopsy device, which works
in a manner similar to the apple-coring utensil

found in the kitchen, was combined with a modified digital
mammography unit. Lesions are visualized with digital mam-
mography and with computer guidance. The biopsy device is

THE SQUARE::
5:
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HEART SO LOUD!" is what I am sure the neighbours are
yelling. Fortunately I cannot hear them, on account of my
earwax condition. •

From The World According to Dave Barry

advanced around the lesion which is then excised. This is done
under local anaesthesia in Day Surgery and takes about 45
minutes. To date, the first 20 cases in the world have been
done without any failures.

The procedure was demonstrated at the ACSmeeting last Fall,
and was subsequently featured in the U.S.on the ABCevening
news. This has resulted in interest and visits to Montreal from
surgeons all over the U.s. and Europe, and in queries from pa-
tients as far away as California. Requests for lectures have
come from Florida to Colorado. •

David M. Fleiszer,M.D.

..............................................................................................................................

Montreal Children's

Hospital

Dr. Frank Guttman

Dr. Bruce Williams is pleased to announce that Dr.Jean-Mar-
tin Laberge will be the new Chief, Division of Pediatric General
Surgery. Dr. Guttman will be stepping down after a long and
distinguished career and will continue his surgical activity.

Dr.Jean Martin Laberge
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Tie one on
for McGill!

THE SQUARE..
!

TheMcGill Department of Surgery invites you to tie one on for the old schoo/!
TheMcGill blue silk tie and scarf with CREST,SQUAREKNOTand FLEAMare available for purchase from the Alumni Office as follows:

McGill Dept. of Surgery Alumni, Montreal General Hospital

1650 Cedar Avenue, Room C9 126, Montreal (Quebec) H3G 1M
Telephone: (514) 937-6011, ext. 2028

Fax: (514) 937-5522

Please send me the McGill Department of Surgery Tie or Scarf.

CostS:

Tie $50.00

Taxesare i'ncluded

Name .

Address .

Qty:

Scarf $95.00

Taxesare included
Qty:

Total

Total

Postage and Handling add $lOO per item .

City Provi nee .

Country Postal Code .

Telephone: ( ) .

Method of payment (Please check one)

o Cheque 0 Money order

Total .

L ~
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PrintingWe can't do it
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McGill SURGERYALUMNI
& FRIENDS

Write to us ! Send usyour news !
Contributions of $25.00 are appreciated
in ensuring the continued publication
of "The Square Knot" and supporting McGill
Surgery Alumni activities. Pleasemake
cheque payable to the McGill Department
of Surgery and forward to Maria Bikas,
Secretary, McGill Surgery Alumni & Friends,
TheMontreal General Hospital,
1650 CedarAvenue, Room: C9169,
Montreal (Quebec) H3G1A4
Telephone: (514) 937-6011,ext.:2028
Fax: (514) 937-5522.

We want to hear from our readers!
If you have any information you want published in
THE SQUAREKNOT, comments about our newsletter

or suggestions, we want to hear from you!

Send submissions to:
E.D. Monaghan, M.D .• Editor· THE SQUAREKNOT· The Royal Victoria Hospital

687 Pine Ave. W., Room: 510.26 • Montreal, Quebec· Canada· H3A 1A1
(ALL US at (514) 843-1600
FAXUS at (514) 843-1503

MOVING?

If you change your address,or if you know
someone who would like to receive this
newsletter, please drop us a line.

This edition of THE SQUAREKNOT was made possible by donations from:.................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

.:. MERCK FROSST I/LETHICON ENDO-SURGERY
~ a ~~company
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