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School of Physical & Occupational Therapy

Science

A

C

Mindy Levin won the Outstanding Neurorehabilitation Clinician
Scientist Award from the American Society of Neurorehabilitation
Education and Research, in October 2012. A
Nancy Mayo won the Enid Graham Award from the Canadian
Physiotherapy Association in June 2012. B
Annette Majnemer was elected to the American Occupational
Therapy Foundation (AOTF) Academy of Research due to her
“outstanding contribution… to the advancement of knowledge
in occupational therapy.” C

B

people
Isabelle Pearson represented Canada at the London 2012 Olympic
Games as physiotherapist for the Canadian Judo team. D
Sandra Everitt won the Mérite du Conseil Interprofessionnel du
Québec for her years of devotion to the profession of OT and the OEQ.

D

F

E

G

E

Congratulations to Marlene Brettler F for 20 years’ service at
McGill, and Maria Ruocco and Director Annette Majnemer G
both for 30 years‘ service.

outreach
Clara Carpintero, erg, H has been travelling north to the small
Cree community of Kawawachikamach (40 km north of Schefferville,
QC) annually, to teach courses about Inclusive Education, through
the Department of Integrated Studies, First Nations and Inuit
Education. The courses are specifically about teaching children
with different exceptionalities.
In the summer of 2012, seven P & OT students volunteered in Urubamba,
Peru, at Arco Iris, I a school for children with intellectual and physical
disabilities. Students assisted with treatment programs for the children
and also worked with Corazones para Peru at a day centre for adults with
physical disabilities. The students were, from PT: Talia Erdan, Stephanie
Leung, Emily Latino, and from OT: Kelly Race, Katherine Samuel, Isabel
Hrapkowicz & Mélissa Auguste, who were happy to promote awareness
of our PT & OT global health initiatives.

H

I

Training
At Spring Clinical Day 2012, four clinical supervisors received iPads! The “Excellence in clinical supervision”
award was made possible by a federal government grant for a project to train and retain health care
professionals. Winners were: Sylvie Laplante, erg (CSSS Sud-Ouest Verdun, Santé mentale jeunesse),
Masoud Mehrzad, erg (MGH, Mental Health Unit), Marla Rapoport, pht (Kateri Memorial Hospital Centre),
and Ann Heatherington, pht (RVH).
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From the Director’s Desk
SPOT:
Strategic moves

Dear Colleagues and Friends of the School,
In September 2012, SPOT launched its new strategic plan and action plans are well underway.
The plan aims to:
• Optimize the quality and efficiency of our educational programs through
teaching mentorship, program innovation, efficient management and
improved teaching and learning spaces.
– In this issue: Read about the transformation of Davis House and
plans for Hosmer House and CyberMed interactive classrooms.
• Promote research successes through mentorship, collaborations, infrastructure support and enhanced visibility and recognition of strengths and
emerging areas of scientific discovery.
– In this issue: Read about the many kudos to our faculty for their
contributions to science, the professions and to society.
• Augment sense of community within the School and strengthen relationships
with alumni and community partners.
– In this issue: Read about how our students, alumni, clinicians and
faculty are reaching out to communities and making a difference;
and appreciate how our donors support our students.
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• Strengthen our faculty team by clarifying expectations with respect to roles and responsibilities,
so as to ensure workload equity, transparency and recognition of contributions.
– In this issue: Read about successful promotions of our faculty at all academic ranks.
• Expand our influence in the national and international arena in education and research and enhance
our impact and presence within the Faculty, McGill University and the Quebec society.
– In this issue: Read about our special keynote speaker, Her Excellency Sharon Johnston, PT, PhD;
and in the Faculty of Medicine’s newsletter, read about our new bilingual online certificate program
in Chronic Pain Management.

Through scientific discoveries, the power of our people, outreach into local and global communities and
training in 11 educational programs, SPOT is having an impact. It is indeed a privilege to be part of this
innovative, scholarly and dedicated community that is the School of Physical & Occupational Therapy!
Sincerely,

Facebook group 250 members;
each posting seen by
60 – 80 people …check it out…
search “McGill” SPOT

DR. Annette Majnemer
Director and Associate Dean

Website: about 1500 hits per
week; 8000 page-views…
check it out: www.mcgill.ca/spot

New promotional mugs designed
with the key strategic goals of SPOT
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TRAINING ➠ Through Milestones
In 2011, McGill’s SPOT inaugurated a new ceremony to mark the milestone from classroom to clinical
training for OT and PT students - the Name-Tag Ceremony. Students completing U3/QY gather to receive
the name-tags that they will wear throughout their upcoming clinical placements. Students are
inspired by insights and encouragement from guest speakers, faculty and fellow students. Together,
they recite the Student Pledge. Read more: www.mcgill.ca/spot/about/inaugural-name-tag-ceremony

Name-Tag Ceremony 2012
V-P Dean Dr. David Eidelman
with SPOT Director, Dr. Annette
Majnemer, addressing the NameTag Ceremony participants in 2012.

2012 Student reps: left Laura Klaponski (OT) and
right: Arthur Woznowski-Vu (PT)

Name-Tag Ceremony 2013
2013 Clinician speakers:
Emma Lewis (OT)(L) and
Vanessa Foucher (PT)(R)

2013 Student reps: top Simon
Dalle-Vedove (PT) and below
Kelly Race (OT)
4
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HER EXCELLENCY!
Edith Aston-McCrimmon Lecture Nov 2012

Her Excellency, Sharon Johnston, provided a fascinating glimpse into the life and
times of the wife of Canada’s Governor General, former McGill Principal David
Johnston. She shared her insights on issues in mental health and entertained
with stories of raising her family, of her doctoral studies at the SPOT and of
traveling the world.

Benefactors’ Lounge Inauguration Nov 2012

Dr. A. Majnemer, Her Excellency, and Vice-Principal &
Dean of Medicine Dr. D. Eidelman.

Unveiling one of the donors’ panels

The Benefactors’ Lounge
Inauguration, November
2012, was the official
opening of a special space
recognizing the generous
benefactors of the SPOT.
Located on the 2nd floor
of Davis House, this space
has been lovingly restored
in the style of the historic
Edwardian Golden
Mile mansion.
PH YSICAL & OC CUPATIONAL THER APY
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Students

winning
AWARDS

Judith Kornbluth Gelfand
Pediatric Fellowship

The Barbara Rosenthal Prize

2012

2013

This prize is granted to the OT student achieving the highest
level of academic standing at the end of the first year of study
in a MSc (Rehab Sci).

This fellowship is awarded to recognize an outstanding student
in the PhD (Rehab Sci) program, whose research focuses on
improving the lives of children.

2013

2012

These memorial prizes were established in 2002 in memory of two exceptional students, Kavita Kulkarni and Margherita Rapagna
who were both pursuing their studies at the Jewish Rehab Hospital. A memorial stands in the grassy park between Hosmer House
and Davis House.
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2013

Margherita Rapagna Memorial
Prize in Rehabilitation Science

Kavita Kulkarni Memorial
Prize in Rehabilitation Science

2012

2012

2013

A

Richard and Edith Strauss
Musculoskeletal Doctoral Fellowships
These Fellowships were awarded by the Richard and Edith Strauss
Canada Foundation to ensure that a diverse pool of OT and PT
graduate students are supported to conduct research addressing the needs of people with chronic musculoskeletal conditions.
In 2012, this prestigious award was granted to Sabrina Figueiredo
and Gianluca Sorrento, and renewed for Stanley Hum and Riany de
Sousa Sena. A In 2013, the Fellowships were granted to Gayatri
Aravind and Owis Eilayyan, and renewed for Sabrina Figueiredo
and Gianluca Sorrento. B

Dr. Beverlea Tallant OT in
Mental Health Research Award

Dr. Alice Chan-Yip
Multicultural Award

2012

2013

This award was established in 2011 in recognition of the
importance of cultural competency in professional practice in
rehabilitation. In 2012 it was granted to a team including Erin
Douglas and Lisanne Shaw (above left) and in 2013 it was
granted to Janelle Cyr (above right).

OEQ Clinical Prize of Excellence
2012: Julianne Noseworthy; 2013 Rebecca Todor.

2013
This award was established in 2011 at the time of
Dr. Tallant’s retirement from the SPOT. The award
recognises an outstanding research project related
to OT in mental health. Awarded in 2013 to Hiba Zafran.

OPPQ Awards

OEQ Awards

2012

B

2013

2012

2013

OPPQ Clinical Prize of Excellence; 2012: Sarah Hodgins;
2013 Mylène Gadoury (Xavier Tremblay accepting on her behalf).
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Student Outreach

Wheelchair Basketball Tournament – McGill SPOT students
raised over $500 for ParaSports Québec with a wheelchair
basketball tournament, during disabilities week, at McGill
in March 2013.

OT Week McGill style!

PT students raised over $900 for Physiotherapy Foundation
of Canada at the CPA Congress in May 2013, Montreal!!

Student
participation
at CPA
Congress
‘12 & ‘13

8
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SPOT students help McGill
win national hockey title in
March 2012!

World PT Day McGill style!

Melanie Desaulniers-Rioux and Julie Mercier visited a First
Nations town, Manawan, in April 2013 with a physician and
some medical students from Université de Montréal. They
visited primary and secondary school students to introduce
them to Physical Therapy. It was a great success and they
had a lot of fun explaining what a physio does!

Student participation at
CAOT Annual Conference

http://youtu.be/
W1doAjRJPqk  
check out two of
our amazing OT
students, Leah
Dolgoy and Naajia
Isa as they discuss
their experiences
in a clinical practicum in Mistissini,
QC. Seen below
left: therapeutic
“paddling in a
canoe” in the
parking lot of the
rehab centre!

School Outreach
Calcedonies

In Febuary 2013, members of the McGill
community were invited to the play
CALCEDONIES. This was a stimulating
presentation of a theatre workshop
exploring access to assistive technologies,
and was a valuable eye-opener for all
in the Faculty of Medicine!
On the panel were Dr. Philippe Archambault and
Dr. Matthew Hunt from the School of Physical and
Occupational Therapy.

The new Physical Therapy extension Program at l’Université du Québec
à Chicoutimi (UQAC) started on August 27, 2012 and follows the McGill
curriculum on the UQAC campus. PT program Director Dr. Judith Soicher,
PT program Associate Director Dr. Liliane Asseraf-Pasin and students
from McGill’s Physio Program sent a welcoming message to the new students. Seen left to right in photo above are, Mr. Louis Tremblay, Dr. Annette
Majnemer, Dr. Sam Benaroya, Mme. Linda Labelle, and Dr. Judith Soicher.

We had close to 100 people in attendance including
many from SPOT.

When Clinical Practice, Research
and Teaching Come Together
Jennifer Timmons

T

he masters-level projects at the School of Physical and
Occupational Therapy (SPOT) not only answer questions that
come up in clinical practice, they also increase knowledge
that in turn will lead to best practices. One of the first projects
to come from this collaboration at the Constance-Lethbridge
Rehabilitation Centre (CLRC) is the Satisfaction and Use of
Adapted Vehicles Evaluation questionnaire (SUAVE). The questionnaire was first developed in 2009 by students under the supervision of Occupational Therapists in the Driving Evaluation and
Vehicle Adaptation Program at the CLRC and the SPOT Graduate
Program. The following year, students, under the supervision
of Alyssa Merilees and Dr. Gélinas, further refined the questionnaire and carried out preliminary research using the tool.
What makes the SUAVE questionnaire project unique is that:
• it came about from a question encountered in clinical practice,
• it evolved into an ongoing quality improvement tool for the
vehicle adaptation services provided by the ConstanceLethbridge Rehabilitation Centre,
• comments received from the participants who answered
the questionnaire helped improve the questionnaire itself.
Alyssa Merilees feels that “being a clinical supervisor for the
SUAVE projects has been an enriching professional experience.”
The SUAVE questionnaire will soon be offered to other physical
disability rehabilitation centres in Québec. The CLRC is looking at
the possibility of offering the questionnaire to centres outside of
Québec because of its availability in both French and English.

Dr. Matt Hunt’s Haiti Project

D

r. Matt Hunt’s Haiti Project: Expanding rehabilitation
services for individuals with disabilities in Haiti is
a pressing need. One component of this situation is the
limited numbers of Haitian rehabilitation professionals. In
December 2012, a team from the School of Physical and
Occupational Therapy launched a new initiative entitled
“Supporting the training of rehabilitation providers in Haiti”
which is funded by the McBurney Professional Training
Program. Team members include Matthew Hunt, PhD, PT,
Marie-Eve Bolduc, MSc, OT; Franzina Coutinho, PhD, OT;
Annette Majnemer, PhD, OT; Aliki Thomas, PhD, OT; and
Adriana Venturini, MSc, PT.
This project is being conducted in collaboration with an
international non-governmental organization, Handicapped
International, and aims to support the training of rehabilitation technicians and continuing education of rehabilitation
providers in Haiti. Faculty of the SPOT, along with affiliated
clinicians, will conduct two trips to Haiti per year over the
next 4 years. See photo above.
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renovations

D

r. Heather Lambert (faculty at SPOT) and her father,
Stanford (pictured at right) and sister Deborah recently
donated enough medical equipment to fully furnish and
stock the Adapted Apartment, renamed in honour of wife
and mother, Eleanor Lambert. This new space is in the
basement of Hosmer House – come visit the Lambert Suite
when you come to Homecoming 2013: Friday October 18,
or any time!

➠

before
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➠

after

Davis Basement before
(left) and after (right).
The transformation from
mouldy, leaky, inadequate
teaching and office spaces,
to bright, beautiful and
functional small group and
large group learning spaces
and faculty offices is nothing short of miraculous.
Come for a visit; you won’t
believe your eyes.

O

A

nce upon a time… there
was a very beautiful
mansion called Davis
House. Sadly, a leaky foundation was undermining its
former majesty. A Below,
one can see the dig: the
foundation had to be cleaned
and water-proofed. B A
temporary drawbridge was
built over the moat C D
during the winter months,
to allow the people working
in Davis to enter and leave…
Progress was ongoing with
construction crews hard at
work until the strike… in
early summer 2013. Does
this story have a happy ending? Come and check out
the progress the next time
you visit the Golden Square
Mile of downtown Montreal!

B

C

D

W

hat’s planned? Further
investment in our teaching
and learning spaces in Hosmer
House and Annex (Coach House)
summer and fall of 2013; new
learning spaces in CyberMed due
to be available in fall 2013, modifying
spaces in to Active Learning
Classrooms like pictured to the right.
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Strawberries
Champagne

Reception
PT

Viviana McAllister, OT,
Valedictorian 2012 Health
Sciences Convocation.

&

grad selected Valedictorian 2013
Health Sciences Convocation!

Rachel Cotton, MSc(A)(PT) (left) gave the
Valedictory Address at the 2013 Health
Sciences Convocation on May 28, 2013.
Proudly representing SPOT with the
honour, she spoke of the need to play
an interdisciplinary role in health care.

...every graduate here may be a proud member of their new profession, but each one of us can only
contribute to a certain extent to an individual’s health. Let’s always keep in mind that we need to
collaborate with other professionals and benefit from their complementary expertise to give the best
care to clients and patients. The best maestro in the world is not enough to create beautiful music; you
need capable musicians and great teamwork to produce a masterpiece; to provide high quality care.
SPOT grads 2012
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SPOT grads 2013

Alumni Partners...
Testimonial:
Heather Swan
Heather graduated in 1992 from
Dalhousie, NS. She writes:
“I take students, usually one at a time,
shared with another OT. I was taking
students within 3 years of starting to
practice as an OT. I attended the CAOT
conference in Saskatchewan last year,
and I saw some information about the McGill online
course on student supervision.
The McGill handouts piqued my interest; they mentioned
the different learning styles, which is an area of interest
for me. I wanted to see if I could learn more about the
learning styles. Is an on-line course a way in which I
could learn? So to have the experience of how an online
course works, I signed up. I worked 2-3 hours per week
on the course (1 hour per week given by my employer),
so the burden wasn’t too great; getting the education
online made this course accessible to me.

Testimonial:
Adrienne Lawlor
Originally from Montreal, while completing
my OT degree at McGill, I worked at
summer camps for children with disabi
lities, one of which was located in Alberta.
In 1992, I followed the call of the Wild West,
eventually making Canmore my home with
my husband, and our two children. Since
2000, I have worked as a school-based OT.
Over the years, I have learned the value of self-awareness
(“know thyself”) and self-care skills (“put your own
oxygen mask on first”), setting priorities and realistic
professional goals, sharing resources and insights,
and supporting each other as health care providers.
One of my most rewarding recent professional
experiences has been co-developing a capacity-building
project called “Inner Cool Kids”, promoting self-regulation
skills through mindfulness in local elementary schools.
I reflect on my university days and my hometown often,
sending out my gratitude and warm greetings to those
who influenced my professional journey. These include
Dr. Annette Majnemer (current SPOT Director), the McGill
community and fellow grads of 1991. I can’t forget the
impact of the paediatric OT who used shaving cream on
a mirror with a child during my first practicum at The
Montreal Children’s Hospital, fuelling my desire to get
messy, have fun and work with children, simultaneously!

I feel we can always improve our supervisory skills – and I felt I
needed more information about learning styles. I felt this would
help me deal with issues that come up during taking students.
Looking back over my years in supervising students, one student
in particular, after following McGill’s online course for supervisors,
I feel would have dealt with the issue earlier and more directly. I
feel I hadn’t been direct enough. This course gave me tools to deal
with the awkward issues that come up, giving me a different way
to frame things to maximize the student’s experience.
As OT’s we want to give back to the profession but we have to
find effective ways to provide a good practicum for learning
and understanding.”

Testimonial:
Monica Slanik,
’96 OT Graduate
After graduating I worked for a few years
and then made the decision to stay home
and raise my 4 boys. In a doctor’s waiting
room I saw a copy of the Medicine Focus
Newsletter and I saw a familiar face (Dr.
Annette Majnemer). I contacted McGill’s Donor & Alumni
Relations office, and then made it to the upcoming
SPOT Homecoming Alumni Wine & Cheese Reception
to reconnect. I found our community to be quite small!
I asked about the whereabouts of all the alumni and
happily landed in the position (job) of reaching out to other
graduates. I am currently employed by the School and am
using social media to find many of the “lost” graduates.
Find me on Facebook at “McGill SPOT” before I find you!
https://www.facebook.com/#!/groups/239530906143965/
… Networking does work!

Testimonial:
Elise Beauchemin
McGarva
Elise Beauchemin-McGarva was pleased
to share her news: in May 2012 she
successfully passed the Hand Therapy
Certification exam. She writes that only
4 Canadian therapists passed in May and
that there are only 181 certified hand therapists in Canada
at this time. She is a McGill OT grad of 2000 and “feels
very lucky that I had such a good basis for education…
I am always proud of where I come from.” She now
practices in B.C. Thanks for your news, Elise!
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PEOPLE
Influencing Practice

C

linical supervisors from local and area hospital centres,
rehabilitation centres, private clinics and community
service points are invited each year to spend the day at McGill
University’s School of Physical & Occupational Therapy at the
annual Spring Clinical Day. See more on our website:
www.mcgill.ca/spot/clinicaleducation

The biggest round of applause was long and
strong for Dr. Liliane Asseraf-Pasin, (left centre)
the outgoing (both senses of the word apply!)
Academic Clinical Coordinator, who will
be moving to different challenges at the SPOT –
thank you for your years of dedication to the
dossier of ACCE (PT)!

A

B

Retirement certificates were handed out by
Dr. Bernadette Nedelec, OT Director to: Clara
Carpintero A from the Summit School, and Dr. Judith
Soicher, PT Director to: Eileen Kennedy B from
the Montreal Children’s Hospital, Monika and
Henry Tsang C from the Royal Victoria Hospital,
and Jocelyne Filion D from the Jewish
Rehabilitation Hospital.

C

D

Long-term service certificates were presented to clinicians from:
• The Catherine Booth: Marianne Manoli and Josée Davignon (PTs)
•  IRGLM - Gingras: Michel Danakas (PT)
• The Jewish General Hospital: Dana Cape, Keira Cape, Irma Pappas (PTs), and Gabi
Rosberger, Gloria Aronoff and Maryse Gauthier (OTs)
• The Jewish Rehabilitation Hospital: Loredana Campo (PT)
• The Montreal General Hospital: Roslyn Common and Rebecca Punjabi (PTs)

14

PH YSICAL & OC CUPATIONAL THER APY

FAQ Strauss
I have a research question
that I would like to answer.
What do I do next?
Step 1: Formulate your research
question into a Knowledge Translation (KT) research project, whereby
the overall aim of your project is to
enhance uptake of research evidence by
researchers, educators, clinicians and
other stakeholders for improving health
care services and patient outcomes.
Step 2: Form a research team.
Step 3: Apply for funding from the
Edith Strauss Rehabilitation Research
Projects to help support your project
activities.

Who needs to be part of
the research team?
The research team is a collaboration
of relevant stakeholders: patients,
advocacy groups, clinicians, clinical
managers, professional associations,
administrators, policy makers,
graduate students, clinical educators,
and/or researchers. Research personnel
(assistants, coordinators, statisticians,
web master) are also involved in
supporting the research team. Each
team must include a principal inves
tigator and a project leader.
- Principal investigator (PI): an appointed
SPOT Faculty member with a PhD or
equivalent degree, who is responsible
for the intellectual direction of the project
and for financial/progress reporting;
- Project leader: a clinician, clinician
manager and/or graduate student
(including those in a professional
program), who coordinates the research
project with guidance from the PI/
research team. Amount of involvement
of the project leader can vary and is
decided with the research team.

How much time do I have to
complete the project?
Projects are expected to be completed
within a year.

Can I get help to write the proposal?
Contact Anita Menon or
Ana Maria Rodriguez at
straussresearch.pot@mcgill.ca

Homecoming October 2012

Clockwise from top left SPOT classes
of 1957, 1962, 1972, 1977, 1982, 1987,
1992 and 1997.

KUDOS
Liliane Asseraf-Pasin earned
her PhD in 2013!

A

B

Promotions: Aliki Thomas A was promoted to
Assistant Professor, Cynthia Perlman B and
Susanne Mak C were promoted to Assistant Professor
[professional]; Sara Ahmed D , Philippe Archambault E
and Jadranka Spahija F were all promoted to Associate
Professor with tenure, and Nicol Korner-Bitensky G
was promoted to Full Professor.

D

E

F

C
Susanne Mak won the Faculty
of Medicine Faculty Honour List
in 2013!
G
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Alumni are
our history...
Alumni are our history, with over 4000 graduates of the
School’s PT and OT programs! As graduates, you have made
unique contributions to society, having benefitted from your
education at the School. Many have returned for graduate
training, others remain connected as clinical supervisors,
fulfilling a vital role in the training of future therapists.
Donor support directed to the School is vital to our edu
cational mission, enabling us to support student events
and student travel to conferences, buy new teaching
equipment and provide fellowship support to international graduate students.

Young alumnae class representatives with SPOT
Director Dr. A. Majnemer, are Lori Isaif (2012) (above)
and (below) Lorraine Lau (2013), presenting the Class
Gift on behalf of their graduating OT/PT cohort.

Some of you (about 12%) have generously donated funds
in response to annual fundraising appeals. Over the
past 5 years, total donations from Alumni range from
$48,000-$52,000/year but on average only 73% is directed
specifically towards the SPOT
We hope that
you will support
SPOT’s continued
success by specifically directing
your donation
to the School of
Physical & Occupational Therapy
(SPOT).

Graduating classes have been very generous in recent
years; donating funds for an OT assessment (BOT-2) in
2012, and a computer kiosk for Davis House, in 2013.
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