SEMINAR IN CANADIAN ETHNIC STUDIES 
Winter 2021

SOCI 475
Tuesday   8:30-10:30
First class,  Tues. Jan. 12
Professor Morton Weinfeld

Sociology Department

Office: Leacock 812
Office Hours:     Wed. 3:30 to 4:30 but set up an appointment first by email.  Via Zoom.   
https://mcgill.zoom.us/j/4197392861 
This is an interdisciplinary seminar.  It is open to any other student with consent of the instructor.

The purpose of the seminar is to review current social science and public policy research, with an interdisciplinary focus, in areas dealing with Canadian ethnic studies broadly defined.  The focus of the course is generally on immigrant groups to Canada, and not  mainly on Quebecois or First Nations. Students will  be helped if they  have some background in social science and the study of Canada.

All students are expected to do all the readings each week. Each week one half of the seminar participants, divided into group A and B,  will prepare issue papers, of about two pages in length.   These students will also be responsible for leading the class discussions for each session.  These issue papers are designed to see whether students have read and integrated the week’s readings.  The issue papers should NOT be a summary of the readings.  They should grapple with specific themes, points, or contradictions.  Students are expected to attend each seminar meeting, unless there is a medical reason or some other reason (eg family illness, job interview, etc.) And students will be encouraged/expected to participate.  And of course there may be other specific Covid stresses and we will be understanding!. But students must let me know.

There will be   five issue papers in total, and they will count for 50% of the final grade,  All seminars will be held remotely, and the course begins  Tues. Jan. 12
The remainder of the grade,   50%, will be based on a research paper of a maximum length of 15 pages and a minimum length of 12 pages on a topic flowing from the seminar.  Students will present their papers via Zoom  in the last two meetings of the class,   April 6 and April 13 at the regular seminar time starting at 8: 30 AM and ending at 10:30 AM.   The zoom link is 
https://mcgill.zoom.us/j/4197392861
 More details about the two final  Zoom sessions  will  be presented on myCourses.   Or via email. The actual deadline for the electronic  paper submission is April 16 at 6 PM or of course earlier.  Please send as an email attachment. 

  But if students need a few extra days because of COVID-19 stresses, up to five extra days  are available if needed  until April  21 at 6 PM.  I am always available to discuss things.
 Students will NOT be marked on their oral presentation, but on the basis of the written paper.   Remember, no need for a finished presentation, you can present work in progress. As mentioned earlier, the oral presentations will have group A on   April 6 and group B on April 13 as discussed . Students will speak for  6-8 minutes with a few minutes of  discussion to follow. 
  Students will have to submit a one page paper  proposal   on or before jan 26 which will be approved.  The proposal can be one or two pars. of text, and a list of sex academic refs. 
“In accord with McGill University’s Charter of Students’ Rights, students in this course have the right to submit in English or in French any written work that is to be graded. This does not apply to courses in which acquiring proficiency in a language is one of the objectives.” 

« Conformément à la Charte des droits de l’étudiant de l’Université McGill, chaque étudiant a le droit de soumettre en français ou en anglais tout travail écrit devant être noté (sauf dans le cas des cours dont l’un des objets est la maîtrise d’une langue). »
“McGill University values academic integrity. Therefore, all students must understand the meaning and consequences of cheating, plagiarism and other academic offences under the Code of Student Conduct and Disciplinary Procedures” (see www.mcgill.ca/students/srr/honest/ for more information).
Trigger warning: As you can see from the course outline below, many of the topics deal with complex and controversial episodes, or issues, in Canadian  modern history or recent experience.  And I think you will find this class a rewarding and stimulating experience. Some in the class may have well- formed opinions about some of these issues. Others will not. Both are fine! 

 Some of the readings are mainly informative. But  others make focused  arguments  based on evidence and/or reason. So  at times it is likely that a few – likely very few --  of the readings might present or review points of view which differ in nuance from your own views, or perhaps what you may have encountered in other courses. Students need not agree with every line  or argument , or general perspective, in every reading!

 Part of a serious educational experience in an upper level  university undergraduate course  in the social sciences and humanities  is learning to think critically and  to understand  and confront  a variety of  arguments. But students need not feel obliged to agree with any of the readings or sections of readings, or with  my own  expositions or interpretations. Not at all!!!.   And this goes for the documentary films as well.  Do not assume that I agree with  all or most or many of the views expressed in these films. The films  are meant to be interesting, informative,  and challenging, in the best sense of the word.

But the general context of the course remains antiracism and defending Canadian  minorities, and also  recognizing the agency which minority groups can try to utilize  in the face of oppression and victimization.

At all times this course will adhere to a model of inclusivity  and respect for all students of all backgrounds.

There are two texts.  One is an actual book for the course which is available free via the library at the following link.

The text is:   Shibao Guo and Lloyd Wong eds. Immigration, Racial and Ethnic Studies in 150 years of Canada. Leiden/Boston: Brill/Sense, 2018. It is available from this link:
https://mcgill.on.worldcat.org/oclc/1057244675  . Readings from this book will  be clearly  marked  in the course outline.
There is also a” coursepack “, but not a hard copy version, though some in Montreal might find used hard copies from last year.
Some of the coursepack readings are available  directly from the library, from journals or books which are already available digitally, for free, and these can be found via the following link:

Students can go here to access the links to e-resources for the class: https://mcgill.on.worldcat.org/courseReserves/landing You can search by course number and /or   my name. 
Some of the coursepack  readings may not be directly available  as they  may be older or from publications not available electronically from the library. So they will be uploaded and available as pdfs on myCourses,  in the content section.

Schedule

Introductory Lecture: A broad historical overview of ethnicity, inequality, the state, and public policy, with reference to  the Canadian legal and socio-political framework.( Jan. 12 )
Topic One: History and Demography

1.
Article by Thompson and Weinfeld in The Annals of American Academy. 
2.         First chapter by Guo and Wong, in their volume. 

3.
Chapter by Wilkinson, from Guo and Wong

Topic Two: Immigration

1.
Article by Weinfeld and Wilkinson in Race and Ethnic Relations in Canada.
2.
Article by Li in Journal of International Migration and Integration.
3.
Chapter by Wiseman, in Guo and Wong
4.         Chapter by Yu, in Guo and Wong

Topic Three: The Ethnic Polity

1.
Burnet and Palmer, Chapter 9

2.
Case study of the Jewish Polity: Weinfeld in Like Everyone Else But Different, 2nd. Edition  ( pp. 164-185)
3. 
Aoun, S. in Bercuson & Carnet (Eds.) (pp. 109-122)
Topic Four: Multiculturalism, Ethnic Culture and Identity

1.
Article by Bramadat, from Canadian Ethnic Studies, xxxvii 1 2005
2.
Article by Kymlicka, The Uncertain Futures of Multiculturalism; 
3.         Article by Shauna van Praagh, Sharing the Sidewalk.”

4.
Article by Jedwab, J. in International Journal. 
Topic Five: Minorities and the Media

1.
Fleras and Kunz, Chapters 2, 5 
2.
Chapter by Panesar in Guo and Wong
3.         Mahtani, Chapter 8 in Immigration and Integration in Canada (pp. 231-252)
Topic Six: Ethnic Politics

1.         Weinfeld, Chapter 9, in Like Everyone Else But Different , 2nd ed. (pp. 243-273.)
2.
Burnet and Palmer, Chapter 8
3.
Article by Black “The 2006 and 2008 Canadian Federal Elections and Minority MP’s. 
Topic Seven:  Case studies:
Chapters by Armony, Este,  Pritchard and Ramos, Kazemipur, all four in Guo and Wong. 

Topic Eight: Inequality

1.
Article by Davies and Guppy

2. 
Chapter by Akram in Guo and Wong

3.       Chapter by Livingstone and Weinfeld, in Guo and Wong.
Topic Nine: Ethnicity, Public Policy, Human Rights

1.
M. Weinfeld in Isajiw (Ed.)  Multiculturalism in North America and Europe. 
2.
Chapter by Winter and  Madularea,  in Guo and Wong

3.
Article by Vissandjee et al.,  The Cultural context of Gender Identity, in Healthcare for Women International. 
4.  
Khan in Banting, Courchene & Seidle  (Eds.) Belonging? Diversity, Recognition and Shared Citizenship in Canada. 
Topic Ten: Ethnic Match: Part Two of EPP

1. Articles by Dei (2) and Lund (1) – Debate
2. Azmi in Troper and Weinfeld (Eds.) Ethnicity, Politics, and Public Policy (pp. 164-189)-
3. Weinfeld, in Troper and Weinfeld eds. Ethnicity Politics,  and Public Policy. 
The final two sessions of the  class will be devoted to in-class presentations of students’ papers.
