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INTRODUCTION

This course provides an elementary review of research methods. Its purpose is to equip
you to read and criticize social scientific material presented in other courses. It should also better
enable you to evaluate claims that appear in mass media, including claims related to debates over
the relative desirability of alternative public policies.

COURSE STRUCTURE AND REQUIREMENTS

The bulk of course time will be taken up with lectures by me. This course has previously
been taught using a textbook - the Canadian edition of a text by Earl Babbie edited until recently
by Babbie and Benaquisto and, since 2018, by Babbie and Roberts. Because: i) the text includes a
fair amount of material that I do not cover; ii) does not include a fair amount of material I do
cover; and iii) is very expensive, I have decided to teach the course using a (rather short) course
pack that is complementary to lecture notes that will be made available shortly after each class. In
addition, some readings are available online at no cost. The web address of those readings is
given in the relevant sections below. 

For the purposes of the examinations you will be responsible for: i) the material covered
in lectures and for which lecture notes will be made available; ii) the readings available online;
and iii) the readings in the course pack. A question that is often asked of the final examination is:
Will it be cumulative? The answer is that the final will focus on material that follows what was
covered in the midterm but, since some themes and issues are returned to at more than one place
in the course, for the purposes of the final examination it would be imprudent to completely
ignore the earlier material. Note that the online material is available electronically from the
McGill Library system. I include the electronic addresses with sources listed below, where
appropriate.

While I have not assigned the textbook you may nonetheless find it useful. If you wish to
purchase it you can do so easily through the publisher or any other online retailer. In addition, I
have put on reserve in the Library the editions of it that they hold. You may also find second
hand copies of the 2nd, 3rd, or 4th editions on sale from people who have already taken SOCI 211. I
refer to the relevant chapters of each of these three editions of the textbook in the course sections
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below. The roman numerals refer to the edition number in which the chapters can be found.

Evidently, you will have a much easier time with the course material if you keep up with
the readings. It is difficult to predict when I will cover particular parts of the course. I provide
approximate dates by which you should have read specific material. However, you should be
prepared to adjust your reading schedule according to class progress. If you need some guidance
on what you should be reading put your hand up at the beginning or the end of class and ask me.

Exceptionally, the classes of, 30th January, 20th February, 19th March, and 9th April will be
replaced with conferences. The organization of the conferences will be dealt with early in the
semester. 

Your grade will be based on the following:

i) a mid-term examination on Tuesday February 25th  worth 30% of your final grade;
ii) an examination in the final examination period, worth 60% of your final grade;
iii) an exercise to be submitted on March 12th worth 10% of your final grade. You will be
asked to respond to questions on the following article: Elif Kale-Lostuvali, “Negotiating
state provision: State-citizen encounters in the aftermath of the Izmit earthquake.”
Sociological Quarterly 48: 745-767, The article is available on-line from the McGill
Library system:
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.1111/j.1533-8525.2007.00099.x

READINGS

1. Concepts and theories

Peter Braham, “Alienation”, Chapter 1 in Key Concepts in Sociology, London: Sage, 2013,
https://sk.sagepub.com/books/download/key-concepts-in-sociology/n1.pdf
II, 41-55; III 41-57; IV 35-51

2. Structuring research (1)

Donald T. Campbell and Julian C. Stanley, Experimental and Quasi-Experimental Designs for
Research, Chicago: Rand McNally, 1963: pp.5-22.
II, Chapter 8; III, Chapter 7; IV, Chapter 7.

3. Structuring research (2)

Havidán Rodrìguez, Joseph Trainor, and Enrico Quarantelli, “Rising to the challenges of a
catastrophe: The emergent and prosocial behavior following Hurrican Katrina.” Annals of the
American Academy of Political and Social Science, 604, 2006: pp.82-101.
https://www.jstor.org/stable/pdf/25097782.pdf?refreqid=excelsior%3A578ba96b9b33d54f35a91
8f4436f0d43
II, III, and IV, Chapter 4



4. Specifying variables

W. Laurence Neuman and Karen Robson, Basics of Social Research: Qualitative and
Quantitative Approaches, Don Mills, Ontario: Pearson, Chapter 6.
II, III, and IV, Chapter 5.

5. Selecting cases to describe populations

Statistics Canada, “Probability sampling”.
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/edu/power-pouvoir/ch13/prob/5214899-eng.htm
II, Chapter 7; III, and IV, Chapter 6.

6. Gathering and analyzing data using qualitative methods

Spencer Moore, Mark Daniel, Laura Linnon, Marci Campbell, Salli Benedict, and Andrea Mier,
“After Hurricane Floyd passed: Investigating the social determinants of disaster preparedness and
recovery.” Family and Community Health 27 (2004), pp. 204-216.
file:///C:/Users/msmith13/Downloads/After_Hurricane_Floyd_Passed__Investigating_the.7%20(
2).pdf
 II, Chapters11, 12, and 14; III and IV, Chapters 10, 11 and 13.

7. Gathering data using surveys
Norman Bradburn and Seymour Sudman, Improving Interview Method and Questionnaire
Design, San Francisco: Jossey-Bass, Chapter 5.
II, Chapter 9; III and IV, Chapter 8

8. Quantitative data analysis
Earl Babbie and Lucia Benaquisto, Fundamentals of Social Research (3rd Canadian edition),
Toronto: Nelson, 2014, Chapter 15.
II, Chapters 15 and 16; III and IV, Chapters 14, 15, and 16.

8. Unobtrusive/Nonreactive research
Eugene Webb, Donald T. Campbell, Richard D. Schwartz, and Lee Sechrest, Unobtrusive
Measures: Nonreactive Research in the Social Sciences. Chicago: Rand McNally, Ch.2
II, Chapter 10, III and IV, Chapter 9.

9. Evaluation research
Social Research and Demonstration Corporation, Encouraging Work and Supporting
Communities: Final Results of the Community Employment Innovation Project, Ottawa: SRDC,
Chapter 7.
II, Chapter 13; III and IV, Chapter 12.



10. Ethics of Research
Laud Humphries, Tearoom Trade: Impersonal Sex in Public Places (2nd edition), New York:
Routledge, 2017, Chapter 2. https://www.taylorfrancis.com/books/e/9781315130682
II and III, Chapter 1; IV, Chapter 3.

TENTATIVE DATES BY WHICH READINGS SHOULD HAVE BEEN COMPLETED

Section 1: January 9th 
Section 2: January 16th 
Section 3: January 23rd 
Section 4: February 4th

Section 5: February 13th 
Section 6: February 23rd  
Section 7: March 10th 
Section 8: March 17th 
Section 9: March 24th 
Section 10: April 2nd 

SENATE POLICIES

McGill University values academic integrity. Therefore all students must understand the
meaning and consequences of cheating, plagiarism and other academic offences under the Code
of Student Conduct and Disciplinary Procedures (see www.mcgill.ca/integrity for more
information).

In accord with McGill University’s Charter of Student Rights, students in this course
have the right to submit in English or in French any written work that is to be graded.


