
 

Sociology 247 – Family and Modern Society 

Winter 2021 

Tuesday: 2:35 – 5:25 pm 

 

Instructor:   Céline Le Bourdais    

e-mail:   celine.lebourdais@mcgill.ca    

Office Hours:   Wednesday 10:00am – 12:00pm via zoom: 

Please sign up at: https://calendly.com/celine-lebourdais 

Meeting ID: 891 7799 4463; Passcode: 341280 
(note this link is for office hours only; the zoom meetings for classes should be accessed through myCourses) 

 

TA: Gabrielle Juteau 

e-mail:  gabrielle.juteau@mail.mcgill.ca 

Office Hours: TBA   
    

Course description: 

This course examines the profound transformations that families have experienced over the last 

fifty years, following the increased participation of mothers in the labour market, the decline of 

fertility, and the transformation of conjugal life through the increase of divorce, the postponement 

of marriage, the rise of cohabiting unions and the authorization of same-sex marriage.  These 

changes have led to a diversification of family structures (single-parent families and stepfamilies; 

same-sex couples with children) and of individuals’ family trajectories, and to a reorganization of 

family life and a redefinition of parental roles. These are the central topics that will be dealt with 

in this course.  

Online course and communication:  

This course will be offered completely online. We will make extensive use of the course website 

through myCourses. 

To communicate with you we will use the email tool on myCourses or your McGill email 

address. It is your responsibility to check this email account (or have it forwarded to an account 

you use more regularly). If you have logistical questions about the class, you should pose those 

on the discussion board on myCourses that we will monitor. Do not e-mail us with these 

questions. The reason is that many of you will have the same questions and we don’t want to 

answer the same question multiple times. 

Office hours:   Wednesday 10:00am – 12:00pm. To make an appointment you need to sign up 

no later than on Tuesday 10:00pm at: https://calendly.com/celine-lebourdais  

Course structure: 

Except for the first class, lectures will be pre-recorded and posted on myCourses. The other two 

hours of the class will be used for virtual, interactive activities on Zoom including Q&A periods 

mailto:celine.lebourdais@mcgill.ca
https://calendly.com/celine-lebourdais
mailto:gabrielle.juteau@mail.mcgill.ca
https://calendly.com/celine-lebourdais
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and discussion groups. To facilitate exchanges and discussions, the class will be split in two 

groups (see below). 

1.  Completion of the required readings: you are expected to complete the assigned readings 

before the class for which they are assigned. This will facilitate your understanding of class 

lectures and discussions. 

2. Lectures: except for the first class, one-hour long lectures (usually two 30-minute lectures) 

will be prerecorded and posted on myCourses a few days before the class. You can watch 

them at any time of your convenience but no later than during the first hour of the class to 

which they are related.  

Lectures will not only cover material from the readings, but also material which is not in the 

readings. So, while attendance is not mandatory, it is in your interest to attend lectures. 

3. Revision/discussion sessions: will be held during the 2nd and 3rd hours of each class. To 

facilitate exchanges and discussions, the class will be broken up in two groups. Group 1 

comprises students whose last name starts by A to L (inclusive) and will attend the session 

from 3:35 to 4:25 pm; those whose name starts by M to Z (Group 2) will attend the session 

from 4:35 to 5:25 pm. Sign into your group sessions through the Zoom tab on MyCourses. 

Prior to the discussion session, each week you are invited to write comments and questions 

about the readings on the Discussion board linked to your group. I will spend the first 15-20 

minutes of these sessions to address these questions as well as those that you write in the chat 

(Raise your questions this way instead of emailing me or the teaching assistant. This way, all 

students can benefit from the questions and answers). The rest of the session will be devoted 

to small group discussions.  

IMPORTANT: If you are unable to attend the regular class meetings, for example due to 

different time zones, you need to inform us, by sending an email to Gabrielle Juteau and 

providing all information that we need to know to facilitate your participation. We might be 

able to form an additional discussion group. 

Required readings: 

All required readings are available through myCourses. Most readings can be accessed by 

clicking on the hyperlink of the articles listed in the online version of the syllabus. Other texts 

(that do not have a hyperlink) can be found under the module ‘Readings’ in myCourses. 

Requirements and evaluation: 

Mid-term Exam 30%  (distributed on Tuesday, February 23) 

Individual/Group project 35%  (due on April 6) 

Final Exam  35%   (to be scheduled during the final exam period) 

1.  Mid-term exam: the mid-term exam will include both multiple choice and short answer 

questions and is worth 30% of your grade. It will focus on all materials covered in readings, 

lectures and discussion sessions, from the beginning of the term up to February 23 

inclusively. The exam will be posted on Tuesday, February 23 at 3:30pm and has to be 
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completed by Thursday, February 25 at 5:30pm. Once you start the exam, you will have 2 

hours to complete the test in one sitting.  

Note that there is absolutely no extension on the Midterm exam. Late submissions and 

submission by email are NOT accepted. 

 

2.  Individual/Group project: working individually or in small teams of no more than 3 

members, students will select one family policy or one recent family court case found in a 

country of their choice. Examples of family policies include the provision of childcare 

services, of maternity/parental leaves, or of financial child benefits. Family court cases could 

focus on issues such as the rights and obligations of gay couples, the number of parents a 

child can have, or the rights and obligations of separated parents in terms of custody and child 

support. The project report should first briefly present the policy or court decision, describe 

the pursued goal or intent and situate it in the broader context of the country. Secondly, the 

report should take a critical stance and discuss, for example, counter arguments to the ruling 

or some unexpected and perhaps adverse effects of the policy. Finally, the report should 

conclude regarding the benefits/disadvantages of the policy or ruling and point to remedial 

measures, if needed. 

 The project report should be 8-10 pages long (double space, Times New Roman font 12, and 

one-inch margins), excluding references and other supportive material. Students need to 

submit the choice of their topic and country (including the names of team members, if 

applicable) for approval by the Professor no later than on Friday, March 19. Their final 

report is due by Tuesday, April 6 and is worth 35% of your grade.  

3. Final exam: the final-term exam will include both multiple choice and short answer questions 

and is worth 35% of your grade. It will focus on all materials covered in readings, lectures 

and discussion sessions covered during the term. The exam will be held during the formal 

exam period (date and time to be announced). You will have two days to complete the 

exam, but once you start the exam, you will have a fixed number of hours to complete the test 

in one sitting. 

Notes / Policies 

In the event of extraordinary circumstances beyond the University’s control, the content 

and/or evaluation scheme in this course is subject to change. 

Academic Integrity:  McGill University values academic integrity. Therefore, all students must 

understand the meaning and consequences of cheating, plagiarism and other academic offences 

under the Code of Student Conduct and Disciplinary Procedures (see 

www.mcgill.ca/students/srr/honest/ for more information) (approved by Senate on 29 January 

2003). 

L'université McGill attache une haute importance à l’honnêteté académique. Il incombe par 

conséquent à tous les étudiants de comprendre ce que l'on entend par tricherie, plagiat et autres 

infractions académiques, ainsi que les conséquences que peuvent avoir de telles actions, selon le 

Code de conduite de l'étudiant et des procédures disciplinaires (pour de plus amples 

renseignements, veuillez consulter le site www.mcgill.ca/students/srr/honest/). 

http://www.mcgill.ca/students/srr/honest/
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Academic misconduct of any sort will not be tolerated. If I find evidence of any academic 

misconduct for any activity in this class, I will report the offense to the Office of the Dean of 

Students and they will determine the appropriate sanction.  

Academic misconduct includes, but is not limited to, deceptive acts such as the following: 

cheating, fabrication (lying), falsification, multiple submission, plagiarism, complicity, or 

violation of departmental or college rules.  

Submitting work that you have not completed as if it is your own is academic misconduct. 

 

Language: In accord with McGill University’s Charter of Students’ Rights, students  in this 

course have the right to submit in English or in French any written work that is to be graded. 

(approved by Senate on 21 January 2009)  

Conformément à la Charte des droits de l’étudiant de l’Université McGill, chaque étudiant a le 

droit de soumettre en français ou en anglais tout travail écrit devant être noté (sauf dans le cas 

des cours dont l’un des objets est la maîtrise d’une langue). 

 

Copyright and the reproduction of course material: Instructor-generated course materials (e.g., 

lectures, notes, summaries, exam questions) are protected by law and may not be copied or 

distributed in any form or in any medium without explicit permission of the instructor. 

Specifically, you may not reproduce or place in the public domain lecture and course 

session recordings. Note that infringements of copyright can be subject to follow-up by the 

University under the Code of Student Conduct and Disciplinary Procedures. 

 
Policy Concerning the Rights of Students with Disabilities: If you need any accommodation 

please contact the Office for Students with Disabilities (http://www.mcgill.ca/osd/ 398-6009). 

You may also contact me directly. I will make every effort to accommodate you. 
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Calendar, Themes and Readings 
 

Week 1 - Introduction to the Course. Defining Families (January 12) 

 - Powell, B. 2014. “Changing Counts, Counting Change: Toward a More Inclusive 

Definition of Family”. Journal of the Indiana Academy of the Social Sciences 17: 1-15. 

 - Statistics Canada. 2017. “2016 Census: The Canadian families of today and yesteryear” 

(cat. no. 11-629-x) (video).  

  

Week 2  - Measuring Changing Families (January 19) 

 - Statistics Canada. 2017. “Families, households and marital status: Key results from the 

2016 Census”. The Daily (cat. no. 11-001-x), August 2: 1-11.  

 - Ruggles, S. 2003. “Multigenerational Families in Nineteenth-Century America”. 

Continuity and Change 18(1): 139-165. 

  

Week 3 - Home Leaving and Family Formation (January 26) 

 -  Statistics Canada. 2017. “Young adults living with their parents in Canada in 2016”, 

Census of Population, 2016 – Census in Brief (cat. No. 98-200-X2016008). 

 - Gee, E.M., B.A. Mitchell and A.V. Wister. 2003. “Home Leaving Trajectories in Canada: 

Exploring Cultural and Gendered Dimensions”. Canadian Studies in Population 30(2): 

245-270. 

 - Billari, F.C. and A. Liefbroer. 2010. “Towards a new pattern of transition to adulthood?”. 

Advances in Life Course Research 15(2): 59-75. 

  

Week 4 - Conjugal Life: Marriage (February 2) 

 - Cherlin, A.J. 2004. “The Deinstitutionalization of American Marriage”. Journal of 

Marriage and Family 66 (4): 848-861. 

 - Kefalas, M.J., F.F. Furstenberg and P.J. Carr. 2011. “’Marriage Is More Than Being 

Together’: The Meaning of Marriage for Young Adults”. Journal of Family Issues 

32(7): 845-875. 

 - Gerstel, N. and N. Sarkisian. 2006. “Marriage: the good, the bad, and the greedy”. 

Contexts 5(4): 16-21. 

 -  ---- (2011). “The Decline of Asian Marriage: Asia’s Lonely Hearts”. “Asian Demography: 

The Flight from Marriage”. The Economist, August 20. 

   

Week 5 - Diversification of Conjugal Life (February 9) 

 - Le Bourdais, C. and É. Lapierre-Adamcyk, 2004. “Changes in Conjugal Life in Canada – 

Is Cohabitation Progressively Replacing Marriage ? ”. Journal of Marriage and Family 

66(4): 929-942. 

 - Duncan, S. and M. Phillips. 2011. “People who live apart together (LATS): new family 

form or just a stage?”. International Review of Sociology 21(3): 513-532. 

 - Chamie, J. and B. Mirkin. 2011. “Same-Sex Marriage: A New social Phenomenon”. 

Population and Development Review 37(3): 529-551. 

   

https://proxy.library.mcgill.ca/login?url=http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=a9h&bquery=JN+%26quot%3bJournal+of+the+Indiana+Academy+of+the+Social+Sciences%26quot%3b+AND+DT+20140101&type=1&searchMode=Standard&scope=site
https://proxy.library.mcgill.ca/login?url=http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=a9h&bquery=JN+%26quot%3bJournal+of+the+Indiana+Academy+of+the+Social+Sciences%26quot%3b+AND+DT+20140101&type=1&searchMode=Standard&scope=site
https://www.statcan.gc.ca/eng/sc/video/2016census-families
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/daily-quotidien/170802/dq170802a-eng.htm
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/daily-quotidien/170802/dq170802a-eng.htm
http://dx.doi.org/10.1017/S0268416003004466
https://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-recensement/2016/as-sa/98-200-x/2016008/98-200-x2016008-eng.pdf
https://journals.library.ualberta.ca/csp/index.php/csp/article/view/15921/12726
https://journals.library.ualberta.ca/csp/index.php/csp/article/view/15921/12726
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.alcr.2010.10.003
http://www.jstor.org/stable/3600162
https://doi.org/10.1177/0192513X10397277
https://doi.org/10.1177/0192513X10397277
https://doi.org/10.1525/ctx.2006.5.4.16
http://www.economist.com/node/21526350
http://www.economist.com/node/21526329
http://www.economist.com/node/21526329
http://www.jstor.org/stable/3600167
http://www.jstor.org/stable/3600167
https://doi.org/10.1080/03906701.2011.625660
https://doi.org/10.1080/03906701.2011.625660
https://www.jstor.org/stable/23036054
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Week 6 - Union Dissolution & Single Parenthood (February 16) 

 - Kennedy, S. and S. Ruggles. 2014. “Breaking Up Is Hard to Count: The Rise of Divorce 

in the United States, 1980-2010”. Demography 51(2): 587-598. 

 - Bradbury, B. (2000). “Single Parenthood in the Past”. Historical Methods 33 (4): 211-

217. 

 -  Juby, H., C. Le Bourdais and N. Marcil-Gratton. 2003. “Avoiding Poverty: The Role of 

Labour-Force Continuity During the Transition to Lone-Motherhood at Separation”. 

Paper presented at the Conference Transitions in Employment, Income and Wellbeing, 

McMaster University. [on myCourses] 

 

Week 7 - Stepfamilies (February 23) 

 -  Cherlin, A.J. and F.F. Furstenberg. 1994. “Stepfamilies in the United States: A 

Reconsideration”. Annual Review of Sociology 20: 359-381. 

 

 -  Mid-Term Exam  

 

Week 8 - Sharing Parenting and Domestic Work (March 9) 

 -  Sayer, L.C., S.M. Bianchi and J.P Robinson. 2004. “Are Parents Investing Less in 

Children? Trends in Mothers’ and Fathers’ Time with Children”. American Journal of 

Sociology 110(1): 1-24, 30-34. 

 -  Baxter, J. (2005). “To Marry or Not to Marry: Marital Status and the Household Division 

of Labor.” Journal of Family Issues 26 (3): 300-321. 

 - Kurdek, L.A. 2007. “The Allocation of Household Labor by Partners in Gay and Lesbian 

Couples”. Journal of Family Issues 28(1): 132-148. 

  

Week 9 - Parenthood in Question (March 16) 

- Malia, S.E. 2005. “Balancing Family Members’ Interests Regarding Stepparent Rights and 

Obligations: A Social Policy Challenge”. Family Relations 54(2): 298-319 

- Tremblay, R. 2015. “Surrogates in Quebec: The Good, the Bad, and the Foreigner”. Canadian 

Journal of Women and the Law 27(1): 94-111. 

- Sikkema, J. 2018. “Three legal parents is in child’s ‘best interests’ says Canadian judge”. 

Mercatornet May 1 [on myCourses]. 

 

Week 10  - Intergenerational Relations and Support (March 23) 

 - Bengston, V.L. 2001. “Beyond the Nuclear Family: The Increasing Importance of 

Multigenerational Bonds”. Journal of Marriage and the Family 63 (1): 1-16. 

 - Coleman, M., L.H. Ganong, J.D. Hans, E.A. Sharp and T.C. Rothrauff. 2005. “Filial 

Obligations in Post-Divorce Stepfamilies”. Journal of Divorce and Remarriage 43 (3-

4): 1-27. 

 - Drake, D., J. Dandy, J. M. I. Loh and D. Preece. 2018. “Should parents financially 

support their adult children? Normative views in Australia”. Journal of Family and 

Economic Issues 39(2): 348–359. 

  

https://doi.org/10.1007/s13524-013-0270-9
https://doi.org/10.1007/s13524-013-0270-9
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/01615440009598963
https://www.jstor.org/stable/2083370
https://www.jstor.org/stable/2083370
https://www.jstor.org/stable/10.1086/386270
https://www.jstor.org/stable/10.1086/386270
http://jfi.sagepub.com/content/26/3/300
http://jfi.sagepub.com/content/26/3/300
https://doi.org/10.1177/0192513X06292019
https://doi.org/10.1177/0192513X06292019
https://www.jstor.org/stable/40005256
https://www.jstor.org/stable/40005256
https://muse.jhu.edu/article/578895
http://www.jstor.org/stable/3599955
http://www.jstor.org/stable/3599955
http://dx.doi.org/10.1300/J087v43n03_01
http://dx.doi.org/10.1300/J087v43n03_01
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10834-017-9558-z
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10834-017-9558-z
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Week 11 - Impact of Crises on Families (March 30)  

 - Cherlin, A.J., E. Cumberworth and S.P. Morgan. 2013. “The Effects of the Great 

Recession on Family Structure and Fertility”. Annals AAPSS 650 (November): 214-231. 

 - Mykyta, L. and S. Macartney. 2011. “The Effects of Recession on Household 

Composition: “Doubling Up” and Economic Well-Being”. Paper presented at The 

Population Association of America Annual Meetings, Washington, DC (March 31 – 

April 2). [on myCourses] 

 - Ambrosino, B. 2014. “Recent U.S. Divorce Rate Trend Has ‘Faint Echo’ of Depression-

Era Pattern”. HUB, John Hopkins University, January 29. 

 - ---. 2020. “Baby boom, baby bust – The Pandemic may be leading to fewer babies in rich 

countries”. The Economist October 29 [on myCourses]. 

 

Week 12 - Family Policies (April 6) 

 - Tremblay, D.G. 2014. “Quebec’s Policies for Work-Family Balance: A Model for 

Canada”. In Fox, B. (ed.). Family Patterns, Gender Relations (4th edition). New York: 

Oxford University Press. Pp. 541-554. [on myCourses] 

 - Bergmann, B.R. 2008. “Long leaves, child well-being, and gender equality”. Politics & 

Society, 36(3): 350-359 

 - ---. 2020. “South Korea wants mothers to work, to bolster the labour force”. The 

Economist October 17. [on myCourses] 

 

Week 13 - The Future of Families (April 13)  

 - Popenoe, D. 1993. “American Family Decline, 1960-1990: A Review and Appraisal”, 

Journal of Marriage and the Family. 55 (3): 527-542. 

 - Goldscheider, F., E. Bernhardt and T. Lappergård. 2015. “The Gender Revolution: A 

Framework for Understanding Family and Demographic Behavior”. Population and 

Development Review 41(2): 207-239. 

 

FINAL EXAM (to be scheduled during the final exam period) 

 

   

 

https://doi.org/10.1177/0002716213500643
https://doi.org/10.1177/0002716213500643
https://bit.ly/2Pgln0h
https://bit.ly/2Pgln0h
https://doi.org/10.1177/0032329208320564
https://www.jstor.org/stable/353333
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1728-4457.2015.00045.x
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1728-4457.2015.00045.x

