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SOCI211: SOCIOLOGICAL INQUIRY 
FALL 2020 

MCGILL UNIVERSITY 
 

Monday, Wednesday, Friday; 4:35-5:25PM (EST) 
 

 
 
Instructor: Mehri Ghazanjani 
 
Office Hours: Wednesdays 4:30-5:30PM (EST) via Zoom, meeting links to be posted on MyCourses. 
 
E-mail: mehri.ghazanjani@mcgill.ca 
 
 

I. INTRODUCTION  
Research is at the center of social inquiry. It provides the intellectual investigation requisite for the 
discovery, interpretation, and revision of social knowledge. This course is designed to lay the foundation 
for empirical research in the social sciences. The emphasis of this introductory course is on breadth 
rather than depth. Therefore, we will explore many topics, techniques, and methodologies.  
 
II. COURSE OBJECTIVES  
The main goal in this course is to prepare students to:  

1. Develop an understanding of the elements of research design, research methods, and theory 
construction so that they can systematically study the social world and apply it to new 
circumstances.  

2. Gain insight into the underlying qualitative and quantitative methods employed by sociologists in 
their research, and foster the ability to constructively criticize the methods used in any social 
science study.  

3. Learn to recognize the problems and limitations of doing research on human behaviour and the 
caution that is necessary when drawing conclusions from the results of any one study.  

4. Become familiar with the political and ethical considerations when conducting social science 
research.  

5. Learn to apply ethical principles within a cohesive ethical framework.  

To accomplish such goals, this course will utilize a combination of lectures, readings, and non-
mandatory discussion sessions. Lectures and readings will focus on the introduction of new material; and 
discussion sessions will assist in comprehension of the material.  

III. REQUIRED COURSE MATERIALS  
All students are expected to complete the readings prior to the period for which they have been assigned 
so as to have a better grasp of the subject matter and participate in class.  
 
The following required textbook is posted on MyCourses >> SOCI211 >> Content >> Reading: 
 
Blackstone, Amy. (2012). Principles of Sociological Inquiry: Qualitative and Quantitative Methods, v. 
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1.0. 
 
IV. EVALUATION 
 
 
 
Midterm 1 

 
 

30% 

 
A 2-hour take-home exam to be completed between October 7 at 
4:30PM(EST) and October 9 at 4:30PM (EST) and in ONE sitting. 
 

 
 
Midterm 2 

 
 

30% 

 
A 2-hour take-home exam to be completed between November 11 at 
4:30PM(EST) and November 13 at 4:30PM (EST) and in ONE sitting. 
 

 
Final Exam 

 
40% 

 
A take-home exam to be completed between November 30 at 4:30PM 
(EST) and December 3 at 4:30PM (EST). 
 

 
 
1) Midterm Exams: There will be two take-home midterm exams. The purpose of these exams is to test 
the depth and breadth of what students have learnt in this course. The midterm is in Multiple Choice and 
True/False format and will be available on the MyCourses (Quizzes section). 
 

a. The 1st midterm is worth 30% of your grade. The midterm will cover everything from the 
beginning of the term up to, and including, October 5. The online take-home exam may be 
completed between October 7 at 4:30PM(EST) and October 9 at 4:30PM (EST). Once you 
begin, you should plan 2 hours to complete the test. You must complete the test in ONE sitting. 
(This means that the latest time at which you may start the exam is October 9 at 2:30PM.)  

 
b. The 2nd midterm is worth 30% of your total grade. The midterm will cover the material covered 

from October 14 up to, and including, November 9. The online take-home exam may be 
completed between November 11 at 4:30PM(EST) and November 13 at 4:30PM (EST). Once 
you begin, you should plan 2 hours to complete the test. You must complete the test in ONE 
sitting. (This means that the latest time at which you may start the exam is October 9 at 2:30PM.)  

 
Important Notes:  
 

• Students are responsible for ensuring that their computers are connected to reliable network 
services for the entire exam periods.  
 

• There is ABSOLUTELY NO EXTENSION on the midterm exam. Late submissions and 
submission by email are NOT accepted.  

 
• Make-up Exam: The ONLY excusable and legitimate reasons that I will accept are 

hospitalization, and serious family emergencies, for both of which I will require proper 
documentation and will make inquiries as to the authenticity of the documents. The make-up 
exams might follow a different format than the midterms. 
 

 
2) Final Exam: The final take-home exam is cumulative (and therefore, will cover everything covered 
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in the course) and is worth 40% of your total grade. The exam will be in assignment format testing 
students’ ability to develop research questions, conceptualize and operationalize variables, apply 
appropriate sampling techniques, etc. The exam questions will be posted on MyCourses>>SOCI211>> 
Announcement on November 30 at 4:30PM (EST) and students must upload their responses in 
PDF format (file name: last name, first name) to MyCourses>>SOCI211>>Assignments >> Final 
Exam by December 3 at 4:30PM (EST).  
 
There is ABSOLUTELY NO EXTENSION on the final exam. Late submissions and submission by 
email are NOT accepted.  
 
Students are responsible for ensuring that their computers are connected to reliable network services for 
the entire exam periods.  
 
According to Senate regulations, instructors are not permitted to make special arrangements for final 
exams. Please consult the Calendar, section 4.7.2.1, General University Information and Regulations at 
www.mcgill.ca.  
 
Important Note: there will be no “extra credit” assignments available in this course.  
 
V. SPECIAL ACCOMODATIONS:  
Please ask the OSD to notify me immediately if you require any kind of special accommodations for the 
course. If you are registered with the OSD office and/or have a chronic condition that requires special 
accommodation, check to make sure that the necessary documentation is sent to me at the beginning of 
the semester. Please feel free to make an office hours appointment if you would like to discuss any 
necessary accommodations. Also, as per the OSD regulations, time-based accommodations only apply 
to exams that are less than 48 hours in duration. 
 
VI. RE-GRADING POLICY:  
To request a re-grade, students must submit a written document, not exceeding a double-spaced page (12 
font size, Time New Romans, 2.5cm of margin on all sides), and no later than 7 working days after your 
exam/assignments have been returned to the class. In this document, students must explain why they 
think they deserve a better grade. Any grade complaint that references how hard you worked/studied or 
how well you assumed you had performed on the exam will be rejected immediately. Please note that I 
reserve the right to keep your grade the same or lower it. Please also note that I always do the second 
reading of exams/essays with much more scrutiny. Therefore, it would be fair to expect the grades to go 
down or stay the same upon a second grading.  
 
VII. LECTURES: 
There will be one live introductory lecture held via Zoom on Friday, September 4 at 4:35pm (EST). 
This is the only live lecture we will have in this course. The lecture will consist of two parts: an 
introduction to the course and course requirements followed by a Q&A session. The first part of the 
lecture will be recorded and posted on MyCourses for students who are unable to join the live session. 
The Zoom link and passcode to the lecture will be posted in the announcement session of MyCourses 
>>SOCI211 
 
The lectures in this course will be pre-recorded and posted on MyCourses >> SOCI211 >> Lecture 
Recordings every Monday. The recordings are NOT downloadable. Please note that we will NOT have 
live lectures on Zoom throughout the semester (except for the one introductory lecture mentioned 
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above). Moreover, lecture slides will be available for download on MyCourses >> SOCI211 >> Content 
>> Lecture Slides. 
 
It is entirely students’ responsibility to follow the lectures and class material every week. Now that the 
lectures are pre-recorded and accessible online, it is easy to fall behind and let things pile up. Do not let 
that happen!  
 
Important Note:  
 

• Students may not share recordings of the lectures and the instructor will only share class 
recordings for the purpose of course delivery and development. Any other sharing is in violation 
of the law and applicable University policies, and may be subject to penalties and disciplinary 
actions. 

 
• Any sharing and discussion of exams in this course is in violation of the law and applicable 

University policies, and may be subject to penalties. 
 

• Instructor generated course materials (e.g. Power Point slides, recordings, handouts, notes, 
summaries, exam questions, etc.) are protected by law and may not be copied or distributed in 
any form or in any medium without explicit permission of the instructor. Note that infringements 
of copyright can be subject to follow up by the University under the Code of Student Conduct 
and Disciplinary Procedures.  

 
 
VIII. GETTING IN TOUCH: 
 
1. Discussion Sessions: 
Throughout the semester, there will be several discussion sessions led by the TAs. These sessions will 
take place on weekly basis (Friday at 4:30pm (EST)). While these sessions are NOT mandatory, 
attendance is highly recommended. During these sessions, students will be encouraged to think critically 
about the course material and share their thoughts on specific topics discussed in readings/lectures. The 
discussion sessions will NOT be recorded. 
 
More information and the Zoom links to the discussion sessions will be posted on MyCourses >> 
SOCI211 >> Announcements 
 
2. Q&A Sessions:  
I will be holding the following Q&A sessions throughout the semester to answer to students’ 
midterm/final exams-related questions: 
 

Ø Monday October 5: Live Q&A (5:35-6:25PM (EST) 
Ø Friday November 6: Live Q&A (4:35-5:25PM (EST) 
Ø Wednesday November 25: Live Q&A (4:35-5:25PM (EST)) 

 
More information and the Zoom links to these sessions will be posted on MyCourses >> SOCI211 >> 
Announcements 
 
3. Office Hours: 
I will be holding several office hours on Zoom throughout the term to respond to students’ questions and 
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concerns. Students are required to register ahead of time and reserve a spot by at least 24 hours 
before the office hours begin. Students should NOT treat these meetings as tutoring sessions or extra 
lecture time. Be concise, to the point, and ask the most pressing questions that you have. If the answer to 
your question is already provided in the syllabus, my lectures and/or the course readings, I may simply 
just advise you to refer to the course material and not take your classmates’ time.  
 
The link to the Zoom Office Hours as well as the meeting IDs and passwords will be shared 7 days in 
advance of each office hour in the Announcement section of MyCourses >> SOCI211. Please check the 
Announcement section regularly for more info on office hours. Please also note that students who wish 
to join me during my office hours are required to register by at least 24 hours prior to the office hours. 
Registrations after this point will NOT be approved. 
 
4. Email (instructor):  
Please note that ALL content-related matters and questions must be discussed during my virtual office 
hours and NOT via email. Due to large class size, I will not be able to respond to content-related 
questions via email, especially if your questions require a long answer (longer than a couple of 
sentences). Hence, email communication must be strictly limited to administrative issues that students 
would like to discuss with me. Please allow for at least 2 business days to hear back from me before re-
sending your emails. I am offline every week as of Friday at 5:30pm (EST) throughout the weekend. 
Therefore, if you send me an email on a Friday, you should expect a response from me within two 
business days in the following week.  
 
5. Teaching Assistants:  
There are two Teaching Assistants and one Undergraduate Assistant in this course. Dina and Jeremy are 
both graduate students in sociology. Abby is an upper-year undergraduate sociology-major student who 
is serving as an Undergrad Assistant in this course through the Tomlinson Engagement Award for 
Mentoring (TEAM) program. All three assistants will be responsible for holding discussion sessions and 
office hours, and for email correspondence with students throughout the semester.  

a. Email: Students may contact the TAs for content-related questions. All administrative issues must 
be discussed with the instructor and not the TAs. Please allow for at least 2 working days to receive 
an email response from the TAs. 
 

• TA: Dina Alsaffar: dina.alsaffar@mail.mcgill.ca 
• TA: Jeremy Buist: Jeremy.buist@mail.mcgill.ca 
• Undergrad Assistant: Abby Couture: abigail.couture@mail.mcgill.ca 

 
b. Office Hours: The TAs will be holding weekly virtual office hours throughout the semester. More 
information and Zoom links to the TAs’ office hours to be posted on MyCourses. 

 
IX. SPECIAL NOTE:  
 
Language Policy 
In accord with McGill University’s Charter of Students’ Rights, students in this course have the right to 
submit in English or in French any written work that is to be graded. This does not apply to courses in 
which acquiring proficiency in a language is one of the objectives. 
 
Conformément à la Charte des droits de l’étudiant de l’Université McGill, chaque étudiant a le droit de 
soumettre en français ou en anglais tout travail écrit devant être noté (sauf dans le cas des cours dont l’un 
des objets est la maîtrise d’une langue).  
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Extraordinary Circumstances 
In the event of extraordinary circumstances beyond the University’s control, the content and/or 
evaluation scheme in this course is subject to change.  
 
Academic Integrity 
McGill University values academic integrity. Therefore, all students must understand the meaning and 
consequences of cheating, plagiarism and other academic offences under the Code of Student Conduct 
and Disciplinary Procedures” (see McGill’s guide to academic honesty for more information).  
 
L'université McGill attache une haute importance à l’honnêteté académique. Il incombe par 
conséquent à tous les étudiants de comprendre ce que l'on entend par tricherie, plagiat et autres 
infractions académiques, ainsi que les conséquences que peuvent avoir de telles actions, selon le 
Code de conduite de l'étudiant et des procédures disciplinaires (pour de plus amples 
renseignements, veuillez consulter le site www.mcgill.ca/students/srr/honest/). 
 
Copyright 
All slides, video recordings, lecture notes, etc. remain the instructor’s intellectual property. As such, you 
may use these only for your own learning (and research, with proper referencing/citation) ends. You are 
not permitted to disseminate or share these materials; doing so may violate the instructor’s intellectual 
property rights and could be cause for disciplinary action. 
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X. COURSE OUTLINE: 

 
PART I: AN INTRODUCTION TO INQUIRY 

 
Week 1 (September 2, 4): Introduction to the course; Science and Social Research 
 

Ø Weekly Reading: Principles of Sociological Inquiry (PSI), Chapter 1 
Ø Friday September 4: Live Introduction (4:35-5:25PM (EST)) 

 
Week 2 (September 9): Inquiry, Theory, and Paradigms  
 

Ø Weekly Reading: PSI, Chapter 2 
Ø Friday September 11: Discussion Session 

 
Week 3 (September 14, 16): Social Inquiry: Ethics and Politics 
 

Ø Weekly Reading: PSI, Chapter 3 
Ø Friday September 18: Discussion Session 

 
 

PART II: THE STRUCTURING OF INQUIRY 
 
Week 4 (September 21, 23): Purpose and Design of Research Projects 
 

Ø Weekly Reading: PSI, Chapters 4 & 5 
Ø Friday September 25: Discussion Session 

 
Week 5 (September 28, 30): From Concept to Measurement   
 

Ø Weekly Reading: PSI, Chapter 6 
Ø Friday October 2: Discussion Session 

 
Week 6 (October 5, 7, 9): Review and Q&A 
 

Ø Monday October 5: Live Q&A Session (5:35-6:25PM (EST)) 
Ø Midterm 1: A 2-hour exam to be completed between October 7 at 4:30PM(EST) and October 9 

at 4:30PM (EST) and in ONE sitting. 
 
 

PART III: MODES OF OBSERVATION: QUANTITATIVE AND QUALITATIVE 
 
Week 7 (October 14, 16): Sampling Logic 
 

Ø Weekly Reading: PSI, Chapter 7 
Ø Friday October 16: Discussion Session 

 
Week 8 (October 19, 21): Surveys 
 



 SOCI211 Syllabus: Fall 2020      page 8 of 8  
Ø Weekly Reading: PSI, Chapter 8 
Ø Friday October 23: Discussion Session 

 
 
Week 9 (October 26, 28): Interviewing and Field Research   
 

Ø Weekly Reading: PSI, Chapters 9 & 10 
Ø Friday October 30: Discussion Session 

 
Week 10 (November 2, 4): Unobtrusive Measures & Other Methods 
 

Ø Weekly Reading: PSI, Chapter 11& 12 
Ø Friday November 6: Live Q&A (4:35-5:25PM (EST) 

 
Week 11 (November 9, 11): Midterm Exam 
 

Ø Midterm 2: A 2-hour exam to be completed between November 11 at 4:30PM(EST) and 
November 13 at 4:30PM (EST) and in ONE sitting. 

 
 

PART IV: READING AND WRITING SOCIAL RESEARCH  
 
Week 12 (November 16, 18): Sharing Your Work, Understanding Social Research  
 

Ø Weekly Reading: PSI, Chapters 13, 14 & 15 
Ø Friday November 20: Discussion Session 

 
Week 13 (November 23, 25): Review 

 
Ø No Reading 
Ø Wednesday November 25: Live Q&A (4:35-5:25PM (EST)) 
Ø Friday November 27: Discussion Session 

 
Week 14 (November 30, December 2, 3): No Class 
 

Ø Final Take-home Exam to be completed between November 30 at 4:30PM (EST) and 
December 3 at 4:30PM (EST). 

 
 


