
DEVELOPMENT AND UNDERDEVELOPMENT 

 

Course Number: SOCI 254   Instructor: Amm Quamruzzaman 

Term: Winter 2017    Email: amm.quamruzzaman@mcgill.ca  

Schedule: Tue, Thu, 13:05–14:25   Office: 822A Leacock  

Location: LEA 219    Office Hours: Thu, 11:30–12:45 

   

Course Overview 

Development and underdevelopment are contentious issues. Development is uneven within and among 

societies and it varies over time. In this course, we will use multiple sociological perspectives to 

examine the paradoxes of development and underdevelopment across time and space. We will discuss 

major concepts and theories of development and underdevelopment. We will briefly examine the 

history of development by looking at how development was instituted as a project during the colonial 

era, how it was used to categorize the whole world into the First World, the Second World, and the 

Third World during the postwar period, and how it has been made a global project in recent times. 

Through this examination, we will address many of the key themes, issues, and forces that have shaped 

economic, political, and social developments around the world.  

 

Learning Outcomes 

By the end of this course, students should have accumulated knowledge about major development 

theories, controversies, and historical processes and learned how to approach and study development. 

They should be able to identify the actors who have shaped the dominant understanding of 

development in different historical periods. Students should also be able to identify and describe the 

rationale for and critiques of development policies and programs that have been pursued, and should 

be able to evaluate their various impacts. 

 

Instructional Method 

Although I will be lecturing most of the time, I actively encourage your participation in class 

discussions. Since an ideal level of participation can be hampered by the large size of the class, you 

will have another opportunity to become more actively engaged in the discussion of class topics 

through smaller‐sized conferences led by Teaching Assistants. If there is something you could not 

raise in class due to time constraints or was not addressed in sufficient detail, conferences will be the 

ideal chance to bring this up. Additionally, through your interaction with me and your TA beyond the 

classroom, you will have plenty of chances to clarify any concepts which still remain ambiguous to 

you. I strongly encourage you to see us during our office hours. 

 

Required Course Materials 

The material covered in this course will be drawn from Philip McMichael, Development and Social 

Change: A Global Perspective, sixth edition (Thousand Oaks: Sage Publications, Inc. 2016), along 

with a few additional required readings. The additional materials will be posted on myCourses. The 

textbook is available at McGill Bookstore for purchase. A copy of the textbook will be on reserve at 

McLennan Library for loans. The readings are complementary to the material presented in lectures 
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therefore you are expected to read them in advance in order to be prepared for class discussions and 

conference participation.  

 

Optional Course Materials 

The following textbook is optional but recommended for students who want to learn more about 

international development: Paul Haslam, Jessica Schafer, and Pierre Beaudet (eds.), Introduction to 

International Development: Approaches, Actors, and Issues, sixth edition (Ontario: Oxford University 

Press, 2016). 

 

Evaluation 

Your grades will be based on the following components: 
 

Name of assignment Due date % of final grade 

Midterm exam Feb. 16 35 

Final exam During the exam period 55 

Conference and class attendance and participation As scheduled in the course 

calendar below 

10 

 

Examinations: There will be two written examinations worth 90% of your course grade (35% for the 

midterm and 55% for the final exam). These exams will involve short-answer and multiple-choice 

questions and will be based on lectures and required readings covered until the examination date. The 

final exam will be cumulative but more weight will be given on post-midterm lectures and readings. 

You will write the midterm exam on February 16 in class during the regular class time. The date of 

the final exam will be given by the University. Failure to write the exams on the scheduled dates will 

result in a grade of zero for that exam, unless there is some legitimate circumstance with appropriate 

proof and arrangements are made in advance. Requests for a supplemental or a deferral exam will be 

handled by the University. 

 

Conference and class attendance and participation: You must sign up for one of the four conference 

sections when the registration is open on Minerva. Spots of registration for each conference section 

(maximum 45) will be filled up on the first-come-first-served basis. All conferences will be facilitated 

by your TA. Ten percent of your course grade will be assigned to your attendance and participation 

in seven conferences. See the conference schedule in the course calendar below. If you miss any 

conference, you will not be receiving any grade for that conference. Under an extenuating 

circumstance with appropriate proof, you will be given only one chance to make up one missed 

conference by writing an extra assignment given by your TA. There is no grade for class participation 

but evidently you will have a much easier time with the course material if you keep up with the weekly 

readings and attend classes regularly. 

 

Course Calendar 

Please note that if necessary changes may be made to the following breakdown and readings. All 

changes will be announced beforehand in the class and will be posted on myCourses as well. If a topic 

is not covered in one lecture, it will be carried forward to the next. 
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Week Dates Description Readings 

1 Jan. 5 An overview of the course No readings 

2 Jan. 10-12 What is development? 

Theories of development and 

underdevelopment. 

Ch. 1 (textbook) 

Royal Geographical Society, 

“Theories of Development.” 

3 Jan. 17-19 Instituting the development project: 

Colonization, decolonization and 

development. 

Postwar decolonization and 

industrialization. 

Ch. 2 

(pp. 25-42, 

and 43-54) 

4 Jan. 24-26 International framework of the 

development project: 

Bilateralism, multilateralism, and the 

Newly Industrializing Countries. 

The Food Aid Regime and the remaking 

of Third World agricultures. 

Ch. 3 

(pp. 55-66,  

and 67-78) 

5 Jan. 31 Conference 1 No regular class 

5 Feb. 2 Globalizing developments Ch. 4 

6 Feb. 7 Conference 2 No regular class 

6 Feb. 9 Instituting the globalization project Ch. 5 

7 Feb. 14 Conference 3 Review for midterm 

7 Feb. 16 Midterm exam in class No regular class 

8 Feb. 21-23 The globalization project in practice: 

Poverty governance, outsourcing, and 

global labor-sourcing politics. 

Displacement, informalization, and 

global recolonization. 

Ch. 6 

(pp. 147-158, 

and 158-177) 

 Feb. 27-Mar. 3 Reading week No class 

9 Mar. 7-9 Global counter-movements: 

Environmental movements resisting the 

globalization project. 

Feminist movements against globalism. 

Ch. 7 

(pp. 179-193, 

and 193-210) 
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10 Mar. 14 Conference 4 No regular class 

10 Mar. 16 Social and legitimacy crisis of the 

globalization project 

Ch. 8 

(pp. 213-232) 

11 Mar. 21 Conference 5 No regular class 

11 Mar. 23 Geopolitical transitions and ecological 

crisis 

Ch. 8 

(pp. 233-247) 

12 Mar. 28 Conference 6 No regular class 

12 Mar. 30 Sustainable development Ch. 9 

German Development Institute, 

“Post 2015: Reconsidering 

Sustainable Development 

Goals: Is the environment 

merely a dimension?” 

13 Apr. 4 Conference 7 No regular class 

13 Apr. 6 Rethinking development Ch. 10 

Candice Stevens, “Are women 

the key to sustainable 

development?” 

14 Apr. 11 Review and wrap up No readings. 

 

McGill Policy Statements 

 “In accord with McGill University’s Charter of Students’ Rights, students in this course have the 

right to submit in English or in French any written work that is to be graded.” 

 

o « Conformément à la Charte des droits de l’étudiant de l’Université McGill, chaque étudiant 

a le droit de soumettre en français ou en anglais tout travail écrit devant être noté (sauf dans 

le cas des cours dont l’un des objets est la maîtrise d’une langue). » 

 

 “McGill University values academic integrity. Therefore, all students must understand the meaning 

and consequences of cheating, plagiarism and other academic offences under the Code of Student 

Conduct and Disciplinary Procedures” (more information here: www.mcgill.ca/students/srr/honest/).  

 

o « L'université McGill attache une haute importance à l’honnêteté académique. Il incombe par 

conséquent à tous les étudiants de comprendre ce que l'on entend par tricherie, plagiat et 

autres infractions académiques, ainsi que les conséquences que peuvent avoir de telles 

actions, selon le Code de conduite de l'étudiant et des procédures disciplinaires » (pour de 

plus amples renseignements, veuillez consulter le site www.mcgill.ca/students/srr/honest/). 

http://www.mcgill.ca/students/srr/honest/
http://www.mcgill.ca/students/srr/honest/
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Additional Statements 

 “© Instructor-generated course materials (e.g., handouts, notes, summaries, exam questions, etc.) are 

protected by law and may not be copied or distributed in any form or in any medium without explicit 

permission of the instructor.  Note that infringements of copyright can be subject to follow up by the 

University under the Code of Student Conduct and Disciplinary Procedures.” 

 

 “As the instructor of this course I endeavor to provide an inclusive learning environment. However, 

if you experience barriers to learning in this course, do not hesitate to discuss them with me and the 

Office for Students with Disabilities, 514-398-6009.” 

 

 “End-of-course evaluations are one of the ways that McGill works towards maintaining and 

improving the quality of courses and the student’s learning experience. You will be notified by e-

mail when the evaluations are available. Please note that a minimum number of responses must be 

received for results to be available to students.” 

 

 “In the event of extraordinary circumstances beyond the University’s control, the content and/or 

evaluation scheme in this course is subject to change.” 

http://www.mcgill.ca/osd
http://www.mcgill.ca/mercury/

