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1. 2021, much to look forward to, much to do. 
2021 is a year full of promise: COVID-19 vaccines are being distributed, the first Black woman was sworn in today as 
vice-president of the United States, and at some point, this year we will be able to start getting together in 
person.  However, as the year starts with a sense of hope, recent events, such as the Desecration of the Shaar 
Hashomayim Synagogue last week, continue to remind us of the hate, harm, and injustice that continue to plague 
our communities.  There is much work to be done.  Just as the presidential inaugural poet Amanda Gorman states 
that the United States “is not broken but simply unfinished”, we are reminded of our own unfinished tasks as we 
push forward with promises of reconciliation, anti-racism and decolonization.   
 

2. “Project Connection” donates 15 tablets to help keep older adults connected 
“We are so incredible happy and proud that we were able to accomplish such a huge personal project by starting 
Project Connection. We have raised over $2,400, donated 15 tablets, SD cards and gift cards! We were also given a 
generous donation of handmade holiday cards from Franklin Hill Elementary School. This year, especially a difficult 
one, seniors from 2 residences, comprised over 400 people, were able to connect with their loved ones! We thank 
everyone who shared, donated and helped to make our vision become a reality!” 
Social work students Sierra Aggett and Jason Spiegler 

https://www.facebook.com/McGill-University-School-of-Social-Work-355313234829645/
https://www.instagram.com/mcgillsocialwork/
https://www.mcgill.ca/socialwork/news/past-social-work-daily-updates


3. Cindy Blackstock in Maclean’s top 50 “power list” 
Cindy Blackstock was named as one of the top 50 Canadians who are breaking ground, leading the debate and 
shaping how we think and live, for her work as a relentless champion for Indigenous children's rights: 
https://www.macleans.ca/society/cindy-blackstock-a-relentless-champion-for-indigenous-childrens-rights/ 
 

4. PhD Student Susan Mintzberg on schools and curfew 
In her on-going series of editorials, Susan Mintzberg has published two op-eds in La Press and on the CTV news 
website: Quebec government provides a lose-lose option for parents, teachers and students, and L’école au Québec 
en temps de couvre-feu 
 

5. Tonight! Social Work Peer Mentorship's Wednesday Game Nights 
Please join us for the Social Work Peer Mentorship's Wednesday Game Nights running for the entirety of the winter 
Semester at 5pm EST each Wednesday. Open to all Social Work students! Please write to 
julia.barclay@mail.mcgill.ca for the Zoom link! 
 

6. Field Fridays for a weekly Zoom Drop-in @ 12:30pm 

Field education update Weekly informal and optional zoom meeting with the Field Education team every Friday at 
12:30 pm. Zoom link will be provided to participants. 
https://mcgill.zoom.us/j/84929086554?pwd=NlFuOWtoL1FnV1FNOVhESUJPdHlUZz09, Meeting ID: 849 2908 6554, 
Passcode: 778582 

7. Spirit Bear film screening and panel 
There will be a virtual film screening and panel discussion of Spirit Bear and Children Make History: Lessons for Social 
Work and Law on January 25, 2021 from 6:00 pm to 7:15 pm EST. The movie is an account of a justice issue involving 
First Nations children by explaining Jordan’s Principle and demonstrating how all children can work for fairness and 
reconciliation. Spreakers include Cindy Blackstock, Nicole Ives and Kathryn Chadwick.  
 
The event is presented by the McGill Joint MSW/Law Program, Indigenous Access McGill Spirit Bear (@SpiritBear) 
and the First Nations Child and Family Caring Society of Canada.  Click on the following link to participate: 
https://mcgill.zoom.us/j/88499427096 
 

8. Muslim Awareness Week  
Over the decades, Muslims at McGill have had an impactful, yet not-so famous influence and contributions within 
the McGill community, being intellectual figures within the Institute of Islamic Studies at the University, prominent 
staff members, influential students, and distinguished alumni. Come and join Muslim Awareness Week, in 
collaboration with many on-campus group to get a taste of the History of Muslims at McGill, happening on Zoom 
on Wednesday, January 27th, at 18:00-19:30 ET: 
https://mcgill.zoom.us/j/86850582569?pwd=WGVrOGV1R1pXU3NVdVpmZGphU1NYZz09 
 

9. Commemoration of Quebec City mosque attack 
In 2017, six men were killed in an attack on a Quebec City mosque. On Friday, Jan. 29, at 12:30 p.m., please join 
Principal Suzanne Fortier and Provost Christopher Manfredi for an online remembrance of these six lives lost. Guests 
will include Federal, Provincial and Municipal officials, and representatives of the Institute of Islamic Studies and the 
Muslim Students Association.  This event is part of Montreal’s third annual Muslim Awareness Week, which runs 
from Jan. 25-31. The commemoration will be held via Zoom. 
 
 
 
 

https://www.macleans.ca/society/cindy-blackstock-a-relentless-champion-for-indigenous-childrens-rights/
https://montreal.ctvnews.ca/quebec-government-provides-a-lose-lose-option-for-parents-teachers-and-students-1.5270421
https://www.lapresse.ca/debats/opinions/2021-01-17/l-ecole-au-quebec-en-temps-de-couvre-feu.php
https://www.lapresse.ca/debats/opinions/2021-01-17/l-ecole-au-quebec-en-temps-de-couvre-feu.php
mailto:julia.barclay@mail.mcgill.ca
https://mcgill.zoom.us/j/84929086554?pwd=NlFuOWtoL1FnV1FNOVhESUJPdHlUZz09
https://mcgill.zoom.us/j/88499427096
https://mcgill.zoom.us/j/86850582569?pwd=WGVrOGV1R1pXU3NVdVpmZGphU1NYZz09
https://click.mailsender05.com/ct/927/2171773/757581588/bf7394603deeed14dc3bb299d8e2e764


10. Opportunité d'apprentissage rémunérée (MM) 
The former Royal Victoria Hospital (HRV) welcomes homeless people with or suspected of having COVID to pass their 
isolation period in this setting. Following major outbursts in various resources for those who are homelessness, the 
HRV had to double its capacity to 51 places.  
To do this, there is currently a need for staff with social services training to work and help this population.  Protective 
equipment will be provided.  Shifts are available during the day, evenings, nights, weekends and afternoons, and 
students are welcome.  
Should you be interested, or want more information, please email Moira MacDonald at the CIUSSS Centre 
Ouest:  enseignement.ccomtl@ssss.gouv.qc.ca. 
 

11. Volunteers for Batshaw Youth and Family Centres  
We carry on a 200-year tradition of services dedicated to the welfare of children and their families. And we are 
proud to provide cutting-edge care, innovation, and teaching.  
Become a volunteer! You can make a positive and meaningful contribution to the lives of a young person and their 
family!  
 
Volunteers help by tutoring youth who need homework support. Volunteers act as mentors to those who need a 
“big brother” or a “big sister”. Volunteers provide support to children living in group homes, teaching them arts and 
crafts, music and singing, playing games, and so much more. The list is long! Join our team! Become a volunteer at 
the Batshaw Youth and Family Centres 
 
CONTACT US:  Volunteer Department - Batshaw Youth and Family Centres 6 Weredale Park, Westmount, Québec 
H3Z 1Y6 514-989-1885 ext: 1234 benevolat.batshaw.comtl@ssss.gouv.qc.ca 
benevolat.batshaw.comtl@ssss.gouv.qc.ca 
 

12. McGill Refugee Research Group: Graduate Student Essay Prize 
With a view to supporting graduate students at McGill who are undertaking research related to refugees and forced 
migration, the McGill Refugee Research Group (MRRG) is accepting submissions for the 2021 MRRG Graduate 
Student Essay Prizes. MRRG will offer three prizes: 1st place ($2000), 2nd place ($1500), and 3rd place ($1000). The 
prizes are supported by the FRQSC Emerging Team Grant on “Refugee protection and struggles for justice: From local 
to global contexts.” 
 
Papers must be submitted by email (Word or PDF file) by 5:00 PM EST, Friday 19 February 2021 to 
mrrg.isid@mcgill.ca. In the submission email, please include your name, the program in which you are currently 
enrolled, and the title of your paper. Do not include any identifying details in the essay file. 
 
For submission details please contact Professor Megan Bradley (megan.bradley@mcgill.ca).   
 

13. CASWE 2021 call for abstracts. 
CASWE-ACFTS 2021 Virtual Conference June 1 to 3, 2021 
CALL FOR ABSTRACTS: Decolonial Dreaming in Social Work Education, Theory, Research and Practice: Reimagining 
for Today and the Seven Generations to Come 
 

14. Specialists, Mental Health & Psychosocial Support – Canadian Red Cross 
Specialists (7) - Mental Health & Psychosocial Support 
One in each of the following locations:  BC, AB, SK, MB, ON, QC & Atlantic 
Temporary Full-Time: 6 Months (with possibility of extension) 
 
 
Are you looking for an incredibly rewarding experience and opportunity?  Come join us!  The Canadian Red Cross is 
looking for Specialists to join our Mental Health & Psychosocial Support Team located in each of our provinces. The 

mailto:enseignement.ccomtl@ssss.gouv.qc.ca
mailto:benevolat.batshaw.comtl@ssss.gouv.qc.ca
mailto:benevolat.batshaw.comtl@ssss.gouv.qc.ca
mailto:mrrg.isid@mcgill.ca
mailto:megan.bradley@mcgill.ca
https://conference.caswe-acfts.ca/


CRC seeks to fill the gaps in the planning and delivery of emergency COVID-19 testing and/or mass vaccinations and 
to improve access to underserved and under-resourced populations, such as Indigenous communities, remote 
communities, homeless, migrant workers or other high-risk populations. 
 
While reporting into the Geographic VP, this position will also work under the guidance of the Mental Health & 
Psychosocial Support (MHPSS) national team. As part of this national team of MHPSS Specialists, you will contribute 
towards CRC commitments to delivery services by addressing the psychosocial needs of those affected and 
contribute to individual and community capacity and resiliency in the areas of mental health and psychosocial 
support. 
 
For complete details, click here. 
 

Please visit the School’s website for your up-to-date information on  
Employment and Volunteer Opportunities. 

 

https://www.redcross.ca/about-us/jobs/opportunities-in-canada/specialists-mental-health-psychosocial-support
https://www.mcgill.ca/socialwork/funding-employment/employment/academic-positions
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