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1. In memory of the 215 children in Tk’emlúps te Secwépemc 
In memory of the 215 First Nations children found in a Kamloops residential school burial site in the 
Tk’emlúps te Secwépemc community, the flag on the Arts Building will be lowered on Monday, May 31st, 
2021.   
 
We must recognize our complicity as a profession that played an active part in sending children to 
residential schools and in failing to report abuse and neglect in these schools.  We are fortunate, however, 
to count amongst us social workers like Cindy Blackstock, Wanda Gabriel and Nicole Ives, who have been 
active in calling out this history and in working with First Nations to build strong communities. 
 
A Drumming ceremony is also being planned on Monday May 31st at 7 pm at Jeanne-Mance Park by the 
Goddess of Liberty statute (Park Avenue).  Contact Ben Geboe for more information 
ben.geboe@mail.mcgill.ca.  
 

2. End of Year Message from the Director  
The 2020-21 academic year has been a challenging year.  Adapting to the pandemic, remote learning and 
remote working have been challenges for all, especially those who have also had to balance these changes 
with caregiving responsibilities, with sharing limited space, with poor health or with feelings of isolation. 

https://www.facebook.com/McGill-University-School-of-Social-Work-355313234829645/
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Events from around the world and from within our own communities have constantly reminded us of the 
plagues of racism, violence and injustice.  These challenges, however, also serve as reminders of our 
mission as social workers to challenge injustice, confront racism and counter violence with courage, 
respect and caring.  For those of you who are graduating, I wish you success in your careers as social 
workers, couple and family therapists, and educators and scholars; for staff, colleagues, and returning 
students, I look forward to being together as a learning and caring community in our new space.    
 

3. Congratulations 2021 Graduates 
To all BSW 2021 Graduates, we are sending heartfelt congratulations to all of you!  You did it!  
The School of Social Work is excited to celebrate you and your cohort, and we have hired a 
professional videographer to help us commemorate your graduation in a grad video. 
We are asking you all to please: 
1) send us a recent picture of yourself  
2) send us a video and/or audio recorded responses (up to 10 seconds) to one of the following questions 
(please choose the one that speaks to you): 

• My vision of my future career in social work is… 
• To me, social work means... 
• From my BSW, what I am taking with me is… 
• As a social worker, I will... 
• Or… the message of your choice  

If you have any group photos, please send them in as well. 
Please send your photos, audio and video clip of 10 seconds each 
to communications.socialwork@mcgill.ca so that we have sufficient time to upload by the 
virtual convocation date.  
 

4. Message from the Field Education Team 
Congratulations to all students who successfully completed their field placements this year in the 
challenging context of the COVID-19 pandemic.  Have a safe and peaceful summer! 
 

5. 2021 recipients of McGill’s Award for Equity and Community Building 
We are pleased to announce that Professors Nicole Ives and Wanda Gabriel have been selected as the 
2021 recipients of McGill’s Award for Equity and Community Building!  
 
Their pioneering work with IAM (Indigenous Access McGill), the Field Studies course (IFDC), Indigenous 
initiatives at McGill, and most recently the BSW program to be delivered in Nunavik are some of the 
outstanding contributions that are being recognized by McGill for this award. 
 
Through their teaching, scholarship, and service to the university and to the community, Wanda and 
Nicole have demonstrated a sustained and impactful commitment to equity and decolonization at 
McGill.  Without their gentle but firm guidance our School and the university would be facing an even 
steeper challenge as we engage in meeting McGill’s strategic priorities with respect to expanding diversity 
and connecting with communities.  Wanda and Nicole are beacons of hope and light, admired, 
appreciated, and respected by us all. We are fortunate to have such deeply committed educators as 
colleagues and friends at the School. 
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6. Convocation Prize 2021: Annabelle Berthiaume 
Congratulations Annabelle Berthiaume, winner of the Governor General’s Gold Medal and the McGill 
Alumni Association Graduate Award.  Using critical ethnography, Annabelle’s thesis focuses on the 
enactment of the social investment perspective in child and family policies in Québec. 
 

7. Marjorie Rabiau and Jill Hanley Promoted 
We are pleased to announce that Professor Marjorie Rabiau has been promoted to the rank of Associate 
Professor with tenure and Professor Jill Hanley has been promoted to the rank of Full Professor.   
 
Professor Rabiau’s promotion to the rank of Associate Professor recognizes her award-winning teaching in 
the Couple and Family Therapy program, her leadership in developing the MScA CFT, and her research 
with immigrant families and trans youth.   
 
Professor Hanley’s promotion to the rank of Full Professor recognizes her strong record of teaching and 
graduate student mentoring and her internationally recognized work in the areas of labour rights and 
access to health services for migrants and asylum seekers.  
 

8. MScA CFT in the news 
Sharing a news Item about the MScA CFT program and the importance of CFTs. The write-up includes 
Mylene Choquette (MScA CFT alumni) and an appeal from the OTSTCFQ to create jobs in the public sector.  
Domestic violence: marital therapists want to be integrated into the public network 
Published May 9, 2021 
"The cohorts trained at McGill University, which offers the only master's program in marital and family 
therapy in Quebec, are only making up for the retirements," said Malenfant. 
https://montreal.ctvnews.ca/marital-therapists-want-to-be-integrated-into-the-public-network-to-help-
curb-domestic-violence-1.5420312 
 

9. COVID-19 IMPACTS: Family Therapists Survey - Cycle 2 
CCPA, in partnership with CAMFT and the Vanier Institute of the Family, has launched the second cycle of 
the survey of therapists who work with couples, families, children, adolescents and/or adults to share 
insights on how they and their families are doing, how their clients are doing, and how the pandemic has 
affected the profession and practice of family therapy in Canada.  Add your voice today if you are a 
therapist who works with couples, families, children, adolescents and/or adults, and pass this along to any 
relevant people, organizations, or networks: Complete the survey now! 
 

10. Work with Montreal's Indigenous unhoused community. 
Projets Autochtones du Quebec. Is currently looking to fill positions within an organization which strives to serve 
Montreal's Indigenous unhoused community.:  
https://paq.bamboohr.com/jobs/view.php?id=37 
https://paq.bamboohr.com/jobs/view.php?id=35 
https://paq.bamboohr.com/jobs/view.php?id=34 
https://paq.bamboohr.com/jobs/view.php?id=32  
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