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October 23, 2020 

The protests over the Mi'kmaw fishery have escalated to indefensible racist acts of intimidation and 
violence by non-Indigenous community members against the Mi’kmaw fishers. The McGill School of 
Social Work denounces the racism, vandalism, and violence being used against the Mi’kmaw fishers 
of the Sipekne'katik First Nation and stands in support of their right to fish without intimidation. The 
rights of the Mi’kmaq to fish is established in the Peace and Friendship Treaty of 1752 and upheld in 
the Marshall Decision of 1999. Indigenous rights must be acknowledged, honored, respected, and 
protected. The federal government must act immediately to protect the rights and lives of the 
people Sipekne'katik First Nation.  

Indigenous rights of self-governance are non-negotiable. We call upon local non-Indigenous 
community members and the federal government to uphold Article 4 of the United Nations 
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples to self-governance and Sipekne'katik First Nation’s 
constitutional rights. Reconciliation cannot be achieved without condemnation of the violence 
against the Mi’kmaw fishers and fishery followed by a return to respectful dialogue by the leadership 
of and the local commercial fishermen.  

It is time for the federal government to honor the commitments in their treaties and the Marshall 
Decision to engage in collaborative actionable nation-to-nation solution-focused negotiations 
informed by Indigenous ways of knowing in partnership with western science to ensure the 
collective longevity and well-being of the Sipekne'katik First Nation, Mi’kmaw fishers, and the non-
Indigenous members of coastal communities.   

The McGill School of Social Work – students and faculty – stand in solidarity against on-going issues 
in Wetʼsuwetʼen, Grand River (Six Nations), moose moratorium in Kitigan Zibi, Kanehsatake and 
Digby, Nova Scotia, along with many other attacks on Indigenous sovereignty currently being 
perpetrated on Turtle Island. 
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