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Summary 
 
The highlights of the year 2013 include the following:    

 seven faculty members have received nine new research grants (individually or in 
collaboration) totalling $640 436; 

 eleven professors of the School have published 52 new publications (books, book 
chapters and refereed journal articles/proceedings/posters); 

 three new faculty members were hired in 2013: Dr. Ilja Frissen, Dr. Benjamin Fung and 
Dr. M.Max Evans;  

 nine doctoral and master’s students have received prestigious fellowships and awards. 
 
1. Research & Publications 
 
Nine new research grants have been received by five SIS professors individually and in 
collaboration with other professors at McGill and/or from elsewhere (see Table 1). The topics 
include:  
 
TABLE 1. New Grants 
 

Faculty Source/year Amount Amount  for 2013 

J. Morais, A (3 others) 
& F. Bouthillier 

CIHR 2013 $23 000 $23 000 

B. Fung NSERC 2013-2018 $150 000 $30 000 
 

Debbabi, M. &  
B. Fung 

DND/NSERC $208 695 $69 565 

B. Fung Zayed University 
2013-2015 

$22 080 $11 040 

C. Guastavino NSERC 2013-2018 $150 000 $ 25 000 

J. Goldman &  
C. Guastavino  (3 
others) 

SSHRC Connection 
2013 

$37 161 $37 161 

C.A. Julien Internal SSHRC 2013 $6 500 $6 500 



 2 

C.A. Julien FQRSC 2013-2016 $38 000 $4 000 

K. Moffatt NCE Graphics 
Animation New 
Media 2013-2014 

$ 5 000 $ 5 000 

TOTAL  $640 436 $206 316 

 
 
These new grants are in addition to fourteen continuing grants held by seven faculty members 
individually or in collaboration (see Table 2). These grants, which have been obtained for 
different periods of time from 2010-2017, represent $2 449 156 of research funding, which is an 
impressive amount for a small unit like SIS. The funding supports research for many different 
purposes such as developing new library browsing and information retrieval tool, analyzing 
auditory motion perception, detecting malware assembly code clone, protecting privacy in 
health data mining, studying trust and digital records in the context of the networked society, 
improving access to technology and information, and using bibliometric analysis to explore the 
scientific domain of chronic disease in Quebec. 
 
 
TABLE 2. Continuing grants 
 

Faculty Source/year Amount Amount 2013 

J. Bartlett  Internal McGill 
SSHRC 2012-14 

$15 000 $5 000 

S. Shariff  & 
J. Beheshti and 
others 

SSHRC 2012-17 $497 509 $20 000 

J. Beheshti (& 
Large, Cole) 

SSHRC 
2010-14 

$139 953 $33 450 

J. Liu & B. Fung  NSF of China 
2012-2016 

$134 556 $33 639 

M. Debbabi &  
B. Fung 

DND/NSERC  
2012-2015 

$160 434 $53 478 

M. Debbabi &  
B. Fung 

FQRNT 2011-2014 $117 000 $39 000 

M. Debbabi &  
B. Fung 

NSERC 2010-2013 $482 000 $160 667 

B. Fung NSERC 2008-2013 $75 000 $15 000 

Y. Champoux &  
C. Guastavino 

NSERC with U 
Sherbrooke  
2010-13 

$335 692 (33%) $114 000 

E. Ménard SSHRC 2011-14 $115 393 $ 42 515 
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K. Moffatt FQRNT 2012-14 $ 73 382 $ 0 

K. Moffatt NSERC 2012-17 $135 000 $ 27 000 

L. Duranti &  
E. Park (25 others) 

SSHRC 2012-17 $200 000 $ 20 000 

C. Mitchell &  
E. Park 

SSHRC 2011-2014 $132 793 $ 20 000 

Total  $2 449 156 $583 749 

 
 
Regarding publications, SIS professors have published 51 new publications including books, 
book chapters, journal articles and conference proceedings/posters, individually or in 
collaboration. This number represents an average of 4.6 publications per professor.  
 
The list of publications is available at www.mcgill.ca/sis/research/facultypublications/2013 
 
 
2. Teaching & Learning 
 
Two new courses on Data Mining and Digital Curation were introduced in the Master of Library 
and Information Studies (MLIS) program, and a third new course, Knowledge Networks, was 
approved. The SIS Curriculum Committee finished the review of the MLIS program and a 
proposal for a new program, the Master of Information Studies (MISt), was approved by Senate 
in April 2013. Students enrolled in the new degree replacing the MLISwill be welcomed in Fall 
2014.  This new degree represents a major change in the intellectual coverage for the School 
and should attract more students. 
 
The year 2013 was exceptional in terms of number of PhD degrees granted and incoming 
students.  Six students graduated in May 2013 and a cohort of ten new doctoral students was 
admitted for Fall 2013, which is twice the initial target of five students per year. 
 
The master’s program continued to attract significant number of students. 202 students were 
enrolled in the MLIS program in Fall 2013, and 84 MLIS degrees were granted in May in 2013.  
The number of students in the two main programs offered at SIS was 236 (208 master’s 
students and 28 doctoral students). This represents a slight increase compared to 2012. 
 
 
3. Involvement in the Community 
 
MLIS students continue to be very involved in the community, as revealed by the number of 
student chapters at SIS and the number of events and activities that they organize. For example, 
the McGill Student Chapter of Librarians Without Borders (LWB) has established a partnership 
with the Native Friendship Centre of Montreal to create a small library full of books for pleasure 
reading and cultural knowledge. This relationship enriches our McGill students while at the 
same time benefiting the urban aboriginal population in Montreal. LWB McGill is also working 

http://nfcm.org/
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to provide books for the women at the Chez Doris women’s day shelter. Among other student-
organized conferences and events, MLIS students have been active in organizing Web 2.You, a 
full-day symposium featuring Web 2.0 technologies and their impact on the information 
professions, which attracts more than 70 participants each year, including members from the 
broader community 
 
SIS was also involved in organizing three international conferences in Montreal in Fall 2013:  the 
annual meeting of the Association for Information Science & Technology and the International 
Conference on Knowledge Management, both chaired by SIS Director, Prof. France Bouthillier; 
and the third international conference "Tracking the Creative Process in Music,”which was co-
organized by Prof. Catherine Guastavino. This conference was jointly supported by the 
Observatoire Interdisciplinaire de Création et de Recherche en Musique (OICRM) - Montreal, 
the Centre for Interdisciplinary Research in Music Media & Technology (CIRMMT) - Montreal; 
and the Institut de Recherche et de Coordination Acoustique/Musique (IRCAM) - Paris. 

 
4. Milestones 
 
Initial discussion regarding new faculty affiliation for the School began in the Summer 2013 with 
the Provost and continued in the Fall with the Dean of Arts. Procedures for approving the 
administrative relocation of SIS into the Faculty of Arts were undertaken. 
 
Three new professors were hired to do research and teach in the area of Human Information 
Interaction (HII):  
 
• Dr. Benjamin Fung joined SIS as an Associate Professor in September 2013. Dr. Fung holds a 

PhD, an MSc, and a BSc in Computing Science from Simon Fraser University and is a 
licensed professional engineer in software engineering. As well, Dr. Fung is an Affiliate 
Associate Professor of Information Systems Engineering (CIISE) at Concordia University, 
and a Research Scientist of the National Cyber-Forensics and Training Alliance Canada 
(NCFTA Canada). He is currently leading the Data Mining and Security Lab at the McGill 
School of Information Studies. Dr. Fung’s research interests include data mining and 
databases, information security and privacy, information sharing and integration, and 
cloud computing. His research has been supported in part by the Discovery Grants and 
Strategic Project Grants from the Natural Sciences and Engineering Research Council of 
Canada (NSERC), Defence Research and Development Canada (DRDC), and Le Fonds 
québécois de la recherche sur la nature et les technologies (FQRNT), and National Cyber-
Forensics and Training Alliance (NCFTA) Canada. Dr. Fung’s data mining works in crime 
data mining and authorship analysis have been reported by media worldwide. 

• Dr. Ilja Frissen joined SIS as an Assistant Professor in August 2013. Dr. Frissen holds a PhD in 
Experimental Psychology from Tilburg University in the Netherlands, and an MA in 
Cognitive Psychology from Maastricht University, also in the Netherlands. He has also 
completed postdoctoral research at Ecole Centrale de Nantes, Institut de Recherche en 
Communications et Cybernétique de Nantes (IRCCyN) in Nantes (France), McGill 

http://www.chezdoris.ca/
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University School of Information Studies, and at the Max Planck Institute for Biological 
Cybernetics, Multisensory Perception and Action Group in Tübingen, Germany. Other 
research activities include “CyberWalk: Enabling Omni-directional Walking in Virtual 
Worlds”, an international project funded by the European Commission. Dr. Frissen’s 
research focuses on multisensory perception, multimodal cognition, human-computer 
interaction, auditory perception and cognition, and spatial information interaction. 

• Dr. M. Max Evans joined SIS as an Assistant Professor in September 2013. Dr. Evans holds 
a PhD in Information Studies (Knowledge Management), Collaborative Program (PhD) in 
Knowledge Media Design, and a MISt (Information Systems), Collaborative Program 
(MISt) in Knowledge Media Design, both from the University of Toronto, and a BS in 
Marketing (International Business) with a Minor in Philosophy from Northern Illinois 
University. His research area is related to the strategic management of information and 
knowledge, with a specific focus on human and social factors influencing knowledge 
sharing. Dr. Evans’ academic experience includes designing and teaching undergraduate 
and graduate courses in strategic management, innovation, business process 
reengineering, technology management, information system analysis and design, 
information architecture, and decision-making.  

 
SIS was also pleased to welcome Visiting Fulbright Scholar and internationally recognized 
Knowledge Management expert and author Dr. Jay Liebowitz, who was in residence at the 
School from November 19 to December 2, 2013. He gave presentations on knowledge 
management, met with graduate students and developed a plan for further collaboration. 
 
Prof. Peter McNally retired in August 2013 as well as the Administrative Assistant, Susann 
Allnutt. [In terms of new staff, Caterina Venetico was hired as Administrative Coodinator].  
 
5. Honours, Awards and Prizes 
 
Two recent doctoral graduates, Amandine Pras and Guillaume Boutard, each received two-year 
post-doctoral fellowships. Guillaume also received a major SSHRC grant in collaboration with a 
professor at the Université of Montréal. Graduating doctoral student Kaushilya Weerapura 
published her first book in collaboration with her thesis supervisor, Prof. Kimiz Dalkir, entitled 
“Self-regulated Learning: An Information Science Perspective.” Doctoral student Jonathan 
Dorey, was awarded a FQRSC doctoral fellowship, and another international doctoral 
international student, Jesse Dinneen, received a Tomlinson Fellowship. Doctoral student 
Rhiannon Gainor was named ASIS&T (Association for Information Science & Technology) New 
Leader for year 2013. As well, Rhiannon and another SIS doctoral student, Qin Zhou, won the 
annual Information System Design Competition at the 2013 Association for Information Science 
and Technology (ASIS&T) conference, which entails free registration for next year’s ASIS&T 
annual meeting. 

Graduating MLIS student Xenia Kurguzova won a Social Sciences and Humanities Research 
Council (SSHRC) prize for her visual depiction of Eastern European corruption research. 
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Allana Mayer, another MLIS student, was the winner of the ProQuest Roger K. Summit 
Scholarship, open to LIS students worldwide. This scholarship, awarded annually by ProQuest, 
recognizes students who demonstrate outstanding interest or performance in electronic 
information services. The award is the equivalent of US $5,000 and was presented at the Special 
Libraries Association (SLA) Annual Conference. 
 
Professor Peter McNally has been awarded a Queen Elizabeth II Diamond Jubilee Medal for his 
career and contribution to the community. 
 
Dr. Benjamin Fung's work on cyber forensics and data mining was featured in the latest edition 
of Headway magazine, which highlights the best of research, discovery, and innovation at McGill 
University. 

http://www.proquest.com/en-US/aboutus/advocacy/summitscholar.shtml
http://www.proquest.com/en-US/aboutus/advocacy/summitscholar.shtml

