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INFS 689 SELECTED TOPICS (3 CREDITS)
Permission of Supervisor and Master’s Graduate Program Director required. 
The INFS 689 Proposal Application Form included with this outline must be submitted and approved prior to enrolling in this course.
OBJECTIVE
To explore a topic in library and information studies which elaborates or augments the curriculum; to pursue an individualized program of directed study which will vary according to the student’s interests.
OUTCOMES
By the end of this course, the student should be able to:

· Discuss and analyze, in depth, a topic in library and information studies which elaborates or augments the curriculum;
· Create a state-of-the-art review with potential for publication;
· Demonstrate knowledge of the research process and apply research techniques.
CONTENT
The student will work with a faculty advisor to plan and pursue an individualized program of directed study/research, which will vary according to the student’s interest.
BASIC READINGS
Readings will vary with the topic being studied, and are to be determined by the student and supervisor.
METHOD AND FORMAT
The student will submit a well-defined proposal together with the application form.  All research involving human subjects must be accompanied by a Statement of Ethics of Proposed Research and a Certificate of Ethical Acceptability for Research Involving Human Subjects. The scope and final products of the project may consist of, but are not limited to:

Scope of the project

· In-depth literature review that will typically review 40-50 items;
· Reading course consisting of a broad survey of a topic;
· Case study of an organization;
· Other, as agreed to with the supervisor.
Format of final project

· Academic paper that will typically range from 7500-12500 words;
· Annotated bibliography that will typically range from 30-50 items (typically for historical/descriptive bibliography projects);
· Draft manuscript for publication – following the guidelines of the journal to which it will be submitted;
· Other formats, as agreed to with the supervisor.
Note: Any costs associated with the research for this course will be covered by the student.
EVALUATION
The student’s work will be evaluated on appropriate progress reports and the final project.  
PROPOSAL PREPARATION
1. A Selected Topics course should form part of the student’s overall academic program; discuss and plan for your project as early as possible with your academic advisor.
2. Once you have obtained an approval in principle from your advisor, begin exploring your chosen topic with a potential supervisor as soon as possible. 
3. Work with your supervisor to prepare a draft proposal suitable for review (several iterations may be required).
4. Submit your proposal for review. Your proposal will be reviewed by your supervisor and revisions/comments given as necessary.  

5. See the SIS website for deadlines: www.mcgill.ca/sis/programs/mist/courses/research
6. You will be informed whether your proposal has been accepted. If approved, you can then go ahead and register for the course on Minerva. The Administrative & Student Affairs Coordinator will inform you of the appropriate CRN.
SUGGESTED TABLE OF CONTENTS FOR PROPOSAL 
In writing the Selected Topics proposal, you should include the following sections:
I
PROBLEM

Description of the topic or area of interest with an explanation of why the project is being undertaken.  This typically includes:
· Research questions/objectives;
· Scope of the project;
· Discussion of the context and background to the project, including reference to the literature;
· Significance/relevance/timeliness of the project to the field (if relevant to the project)
II
LINK TO MISt PROGRAM
Statement of how the proposed course fits into your overall program, including:

· Your background and qualifications (e.g., relevant prerequisite courses);
· Fit with the rest of the program (e.g., expands on an existing course, content not covered in any course offered).
III METHODOLOGY
Statement explaining the proposed method to be followed, for example:

· Reading list to be established by you and your supervisor;
· Oral or written report(s), on a regular basis and final report.
IV
SCHEDULE
List of deadlines for establishing a reading list, meetings with supervisor for oral reports, written reports, final report.
V
ETHICS
All research involving human subjects must be accompanied by a Statement of Ethics of Proposed Research and a Certificate of Ethical Acceptability for Research Involving Human Subjects.
VI
PRELIMINARY BIBLIOGRAPHY
The proposal should include a preliminary bibliography of readings that will be consulted during the course of the project.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
McGill University values academic integrity. Therefore, all students must understand the meaning and consequences of cheating, plagiarism and other academic offences under the Code of Student Conduct and Disciplinary Procedures (see www.mcgill.ca/students/srr/honest/ for more information).
In accord with McGill University’s Charter of Students’ Rights, students in this course have the right to submit in English or in French any written work that is to be graded.

      Student Name:  __________________________

            Student Number:  ________________________

                 Term of Study: __________________________

                                         (3 credits over 1 term)
INFS 689 Selected Topics (3 credits)

Proposal Application Form

Proposed Title: _________________________________________________________________

(Print)

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________


Ethics Certificate:

___   Required


___   Not Required

If required:

     __________________________________     Date: ________________





Supervisor’s signature


I authorize SIS to publish the title of this study on its website:    Yes ____  No ____

Student Signature:  ____________________________________________________________  


(  FULL PROPOSAL ATTACHED (See proposal content guidelines) 


Approval granted:
____________________________________    Date: ________________



Supervisor’s signature



__________________________________        Date: ________________


 
SIS Director’s signature
Application Deadlines & Process (provided here for reference only; subject to change)

Deadlines

	Action
	Winter Term
	Spring/Summer Terms
	Fall Term

	Student's application form and initial complete draft proposal submission to prospective supervisor*
	November 1
	April 1
	June 1

	Reviewer's comments to student
	November 15
	April 15
	June 15

	Student's final submission to supervisor
	November 30
	April 30
	June 30


* Important: This draft will already have been fully discussed with the potential supervisor prior to submission. Please see details below.

Process

1. Student locates a potential supervisor and fully discusses proposal:
After discussion with the student's academic advisor, the student locates a potential supervisor from the SIS faculty. The student works with the supervisor on a proposal draft using appropriate application form (above) prior to the deadline date for the first submission.

2. Student complete draft submission:
The draft proposal is submitted both to the supervisor along with the proposal application form. This draft, submitted by the deadline date indicated above, could still need some refinement, but should be in ready for final review for acceptance.

3. Reviewer's comments to student:
Supervisor conveys proposal changes (if necessary) to student. Student revises.

4. Student's final submission to Supervisor:
Student submits final version to supervisor. The supervisor will communicate with the student regarding the final approval/no approval decision. In the case of approval, the student will be informed when they can register.
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