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MLISSA Executive Meeting 

September 15, 2011 

Room 310, 3661 Peel 

1:00 – 2:00 pm 

 

Present: Alexis McKenzie (President), Laurel Stokes (VP External & PGSS Rep), Matthew Brown 

(PGSS Rep II), Sabrina Hepworth (Education Faculty Rep), Emily Upper (Publications Committee 

Chair), Elysia Donald (Internet Communications Officer), Nina Thurlow (Social Affairs Committee 

Chair), Sarah Macintyre (Chief Returning Officer), Katarina Daniels (Prof. Association Liaison 

Committee Chair). 

Regrets: Wayne Pender (Curriculum Committee Rep II), Emily Kozinski (Treasurer) 

 

 

Meeting Notes 

 

 

Proposed: T-Shirt Competition 

Alexis spoke about a t-shirt competition for an MLIS-themed T-shirt which could be sold this 

year and potentially in future years. If people do wear the shirt at school, this could increase 

visibility of SIS students in the Education building. The group discussed questions such as 

suppliers, price, and ways to run the competition. A number of people have done preliminary 

research and are interested in being involved. Nina will send an email to the MLISSA listserv. 

Alexis recommended sending emails to the listserv from McGill emails only – it won’t work from 

personal email addresses. 

 

 

Proposed: Movie Night Event 

Alexis discussed a movie night with library-themed movies. The event would support 

intermingling between years and also give an alcohol-free option for socializing. Duties might 

include booking a room, picking a film, and arranging snacks. Sarah may be interested in 

coordinating the event after elections are finished in the Fall.  

 

 

MLISSA Events on Wiki 

Alexis asked if the ICO can add MLISSA events to the wiki. Elysia will add MLISSA events to the 

events page of the wiki. Elysia mentioned that Susann Allnut added SIS administration events to 

the wiki in previous years but may now be planning to add them to the SIS website instead.  
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Career Fair 

Alexis proposed the question on behalf of Kat: should we continue to partner with EBSI for the 

career fair? The group discussed potential pros and cons, including potential value to students 

of having a SIS-only event. Elysia mentioned some feedback from the Departmental meeting in 

April including concerns about a two-school event and a request for more knowledge transfer 

between years. Kat reported that she spoke to previous organizers - some feedback she 

received was that many employers do not have money to send representatives to both schools 

and some previous organizers had difficulties finding enough employers for the event. The 

group discussed ways to share responsibility more fully with EBSI this year. Kat mentioned the 

importance of having backup for organizer positions in case an organizer is not available. Kat 

proposed including a 5 a 7 mixer in order to have more networking benefit for students. The 

group expressed interest. Kat mentioned that documentation for the past 3 years has been 

saved in a drop box.  

 

 

Proposed: Lunchtime Series 

Alexis discussed an idea to have a lunchtime sessions. Matthew proposed that we might look 

into having workshops on skills, e.g. XML, SharePoint, project management. The group 

expressed interest. A group member mentioned that SLA is also planning events. Alexis will talk 

to SLA members at the president’s meeting next week. 

 

 

Christmas Party 

Laurel and Nina discussed some challenges with the date the Christmas party. There are 

concerns the date may be late and attendance might be affected. It was decided that we will 

wait to discuss the part until after the election when we have first years on the Council.  

 

 

Documentation 

Alexis spoke about need to fill out transfer forms for our positions to help with transfer of 

information. As well, we need to have more consolidation of information as many documents 

are scattered on USBs, in email, etc. The group discussed experiences in other associations and 

potential places to store documents, including a binder, a gmail account and the MLISSA section 

of the wiki. Alexis requested that people gather ideas; the group will revisit this topic in future 

meetings.  

 

 

Election 

It was put forward that the election needs to be held earlier in the Spring than last year. This 

will also give more time for transfer of information between incoming and outgoing members. 

The group expressed interest in an earlier election time.  
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Tea Times 

Kat and Nina proposed the idea of partnering with other associations to have tea times with 

professors.  

 

 

Publications Committee Chair Update 

Emily reported that she has been working hard to solicit contributions for the blog, but has not 

received many yet. She asked the group for clarification on what is expected of the blog and 

how to make it more visible and active. Members of the group gave Emily thanks for her work 

on the blog. Suggestions from the group included a possible RSS feed from the new Student Life 

website and a blog committee with student reporters.  

 

 

Internet Communication Officer Update 

Elysia reported that the Student Life website is currently undergoing migration by SIS to the 

new Drupal-based content management system. Student groups don’t currently have access. 

However, after the migration is complete, representatives from student groups will be able to 

edit their own pages after they have completed a training session through IT. Elysia will send a 

message to student group presidents in the next several days to update them on the status of 

the website.  

 

Elysia proposed a MLISSA discussion forum and mentioned that research had been done this 

summer for a forum through Google Groups or WebCT. The group discussed the pros and cons 

of each service. The majority were interested in a Google Group due to possible continuity 

issues with WebCT. Elysia will set up a Google Group forum for a 1-year pilot.   

 

 

SIS Bulletin Boards in Education 

Alexis mentioned that there are now two bulletin boards for SIS in the Education building. She 

will find out if they’ve been installed/designated and where they are.  

 

 

Education Faculty Rep Update 

Sabrina asked how much involvement MLISSA wants with the Education faculty. The group is 

interested in increased involvement and would like to know more about how EGSS activities 

and services relate to SIS students. Alexis mentioned that there are events and funding 

opportunities that SIS students can partake in.  

 

 

MLISSA PhD Rep 

Elysia noted that the MLISSA Constitution includes a PhD representative on the executive but 

the position is not currently filled. Alexis will look into this.   

 

 


