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Minutes of the meeting of Senate held on Thursday, November 23, 2017 at 2:30 p.m. in the Robert 
Vogel Council Room (Room 232, Leacock Building) 
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Cavanagh, Chelsea 
Cook, Colleen 
Crago, Martha  
Dyens, Ollivier 
Elstein, Eleanor 
Ericsson, Hans-Ola 
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Rogowska, Edyta  
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Sladek, Robert 
Spiousas, Ignacio 
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Winer, Laura 
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Zhou, Shufeng 
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David Eidelman, Jim Engle-Warnick, James Gutman, David Harpp, Kenneth Hastings, Tina 
Hobday, Jeffrey McKenzie, Michael A. Meighen, Ronald Niezen, Ram Panda, Judith Potter, 
Dilson Rassier, Brenda Ravenscroft, Jerome Savaria-Carriere, Erin Shor, Laurie Snider, Stefano 
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SECTION I  
 
1. Welcoming Remarks 
 
The Chair welcomed Senators to the third Senate meeting of the 2017-2018 governance year. She 
thanked everyone who participated in the joint Board-Senate meeting on November 15, 2017 as 
well as everyone who helped plan and organize the event. 
 
She then reminded Senators, guests and spectators that the use of electronic devices is permitted 
for viewing meeting documents, but that the Senate Rules of Procedure prohibit the recording of 
sound or images, and the communication or posting of Senate deliberations. 
 
2. Memorial Tributes  
 
There were none. 

 
3. Report of the Steering Committee (17:18-03) 
 
Senate received the Report of the Steering Committee (17-18:03).  
 
Item 1. Approval of Minutes of Senate – October 25, 2017.  
 
Item 2. Approval of Confidential Minutes of Senate – October 25, 2017.  
 
Item 3. Confidential Session – item IIB12, Report of the Honorary Degrees and Convocations 
Committee. 
 
Item 4. Speaking Rights. Upon approval of the report, speaking rights were granted to Mr. Francois 
Miller, Sustainability Director, Office of Sustainability, for item IIB4 (Climate and Sustainability 
Action Plan 2017-2020); Ms. Martine Gauthier, Senior Director, Student Services, for item IIB6 
(Progress Report on the McGill Wellness Strategy); and Dr. Cameron Charlebois, Executive 
Director, Campus Planning and Development, for item IIB8 (Annual Report of the Committee on 
Physical Development). 
 
Item 5. Senate Questions and Motions. The report indicated that the Steering Committee received 
a motion regarding Bill 62 from Senators Oke and Wali. The Committee reviewed the motion and 
approved it, as amended, for submission to Senate. 
 
Item 6. Approval of the Agenda.  
 

On a motion duly proposed and seconded, Senate approved the Report of the Steering 
Committee.  
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4. Business Arising from the October 25, 2017 Senate Minutes 
 
There was none. 
 
5.  Chair’s Remarks 
 
The Chair began her remarks by discussing the steps taken to ensure respect and inclusion in 
campus life. She reported that the Principal’s Task Force on Respect and Inclusion in Campus Life 
was established to make recommendations on ways to ensure that the University’s values and 
principles are respected. She then reminded Senators that a phone line was set up where members 
of the community can seek support following experiences of exclusion or discrimination at McGill. 
Finally, she noted that Dr. Spencer Boudreau, former Ombudsperson for Students, is conducting 
an investigation to address the allegations of anti-Semitism surrounding votes taken at the SSMU 
General Assembly on October 23, 2017. 
 
The Chair then spoke about government relations. At the municipal level, she noted that 
Ms. Valérie Plante was elected Mayor of Montreal. She also acknowledged the contributions of 
Montreal’s outgoing Mayor, Mr. Denis Coderre. At the provincial level, she reported that Minister 
Lucie Charlebois introduced Bill 157, An Act to constitute the Société québécoise du cannabis, to 
enact the Cannabis Regulation Act and to amend various highway safety-related provisions. She 
noted that the Bill reflects some of the recommendations made by the Bureau de coopération 
interuniversitaire on behalf of Quebec universities, including a recommendation on the 
establishment of a fund for research on cannabis. She then reported that Minister Hélène David 
introduced Bill 151, An Act to prevent and fight sexual violence on higher education institutions, 
noting that McGill is participating in the consultation process. She then shared that, on November 
21, Minister of Finance Carlos Leitao issued a financial update and announced $107 million in 
additional spending in the area of Higher Education over the next six years, including funding for 
CEGEPs and universities. At the federal level, the Chair stated that the University’s priority 
continues to be funding for fundamental research, noting that many meetings on this matter took 
place throughout October and November. She then reported that Minister of Science Kirsty 
Duncan was on campus last week and met with Senator Geitmann (Dean, Faculty of Agricultural 
and Environmental Sciences) and Dr. Bruce Mazer (Interim Executive Director and Chief 
Scientific Officer of the Research Institute of the MUHC) and visited the Reasoning and Learning 
Lab.  
 
Regarding community relations, the Chair shared that an event was held on November 7 for the 
launch of the Max Bell School of Public Policy, which was established thanks to a $10-million 
gift from the Max Bell Foundation. She mentioned that two additional gifts were announced in 
support of the School, a $1-million dollar donation from the McConnell Foundation and a $2-
million gift from an anonymous donor. She then shared that on November 17, in the presence of 
Mayor Plante, the BMO Financial Group and the McConnell Foundation announced that they are 
offering respectively $2.25 million and $1 million in new support for the Centre for 
Interdisciplinary Research on Montreal. Finally, the Chair spoke about her participation at a gala 
event for the 10th anniversary of the Cundill History Prize, noting that the winning book was The 
House of the Dead by British historian Dr. Daniel Beer.  
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The Chair concluded her remarks by giving highlights of the kudos circulated prior to the meeting. 
She shared that the Minister of Science announced an investment of $27 million through the CFI 
Innovation Fund for six McGill-led projects, including the Adaptable Earth-Observation System 
project, led by Senator Gyakum, which will map climate and ecosystems within Quebec’s Saint 
Lawrence River Valley. She then informed Senators that McGill was voted second greenest 
campus in Canada according to the 2017 Corporate Knights Green Campus Ranking, just one 
percentage point behind the University of Calgary. She then congratulated Professor Isabelle 
Daunais (Département de langue et littérature françaises) on receiving the 2017 Acfas André-
Laurendeau prize in the humanities as well as McGill students Clare Lyle (Joint Honours 
Mathematics and Computer Science) and Alexander Lachapelle (Medicine) on being awarded 
2017 Rhodes Scholarships. 
 
SECTION II 

 
Part "A" – Questions and Motions by Members 
 
1.  Motion Regarding Bill 62 (D17-20) 
 
Senators Oke and Wali submitted the following motion for Senate’s consideration: 
 

Whereas, on October 18, 2017 the Quebec National Assembly passed Bill 62, An Act to 
foster adherence to State religious neutrality and, in particular, to provide a framework 
for requests for accommodations on religious grounds in certain bodies1; 
 
Whereas, McGill strives to promote fair access to academic and employment opportunities, 
and full participation in the McGill community, for all individuals, particularly for those 
from social groups that […] face systemic barriers2; 
 
Whereas, McGill is committed to equity, inclusiveness, and the right of religious choice as 
essential values for the University community34;  
 
Whereas, Bill 62 may restrict access to classrooms, public services and employment 
opportunities for community members who choose to cover their face as an expression of 
faith5, which disproportionately affects and discriminates against Muslim women who 
express their faith in this way; 
 
Whereas, Bill 62 may additionally have an adverse impact on members from minority 
religious communities, when they request an absence from work based upon religious 
grounds6; 

 

                                                           
1 https://www.canlii.org/en/qc/laws/astat/sq-2017-c-19/latest/part-1/sq-2017-c-19-part-1.pdf 
2 https://www.mcgill.ca/senate/committeesofsenate/joint-board-senate-committee-equity 
3 http://publications.mcgill.ca/reporter/2013/09/fortier-stands-up-for-diversity/ 
4 http://www.mcgill.ca/about/intro/mission 
5 http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/montreal/bill-62-examples-ministry-release-1.4369347 
6 http://montrealgazette.com/opinion/opinion-niqab-rule-isnt-the-only-problematic-part-of-bill-62 

https://www.canlii.org/en/qc/laws/astat/sq-2017-c-19/latest/part-1/sq-2017-c-19-part-1.pdf
https://www.mcgill.ca/senate/committeesofsenate/joint-board-senate-committee-equity
http://publications.mcgill.ca/reporter/2013/09/fortier-stands-up-for-diversity/
http://www.mcgill.ca/about/intro/mission
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/montreal/bill-62-examples-ministry-release-1.4369347
http://montrealgazette.com/opinion/opinion-niqab-rule-isnt-the-only-problematic-part-of-bill-62
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Whereas, Bill 62 may negatively influence certain students’ decision to attend McGill7, 
and may influence prospective students8; 
 
Whereas, Senate has previously adopted a resolution on November 20, 2013 strongly 
objecting to Bill 60, the Charter of Values legislation, which had similar implications on 
the McGill Community9;  

 
Be it resolved that the McGill Senate, in the context of Bill 62, reaffirm its commitment to 
the University’s values, mission and principles, which include those of equity, 
inclusiveness and openness; 
 
Be it further resolved that Senate strongly endorse the McGill University administration in 
seeking opportunities to preserve academic and personal freedoms on campus in response 
to effects that Bill 62 has or will have on McGill operations and procedures. 

 
Senator Wali moved that the Motion Regarding Bill 62 be approved, which was duly seconded. 
Senator Oke moved a motion to amend by inserting the following paragraph, which was duly 
seconded: 
 

Be it further resolved that Senate strongly endorse the newly struck Principal’s Task Force 
on Respect and Inclusion in Campus Life to take into consideration effects that Bill 62 has 
or will have on McGill’s operations, procedures and the University community, and to look 
at ways in which equity, inclusiveness and openness can be strengthened, despite this 
legislation.  

 
With respect to the proposed amendment, Senator Oke explained that there have been 
developments and different understandings of how Bill 62 would affect the McGill community 
since the motion was submitted to the Steering Committee. The Principal stated that the mandate 
of the Task Force has already been established and noted that the Task Force did not have the legal 
expertise to consider the Bill. Certain Senators expressed that Senate should not change the 
mandate of an existing Task Force by means of a motion. The amendment was voted upon and 
failed to carry.  
 
Senate then voted on the main motion, which was carried.  
 

On a motion duly proposed and seconded, the McGill Senate, in the context of Bill 62, 
reaffirmed its commitment to the University’s values, mission and principles, which include 
those of equity, inclusiveness and openness; 

 
On a motion duly proposed and seconded, Senate strongly endorsed the McGill University 
administration in seeking opportunities to preserve academic and personal freedoms on 

                                                           
7 http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/montreal/muslim-student-bill-62-1.4370234?cmp=rss 
8https://www.studyinternational.com/news/muslim-students-quebec-universities/ 
9 http://publications.mcgill.ca/reporter/2013/11/senate-unanimously-rejects-provisions-of-bill-60/ 

http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/montreal/muslim-student-bill-62-1.4370234?cmp=rss
https://www.studyinternational.com/news/muslim-students-quebec-universities/
http://publications.mcgill.ca/reporter/2013/11/senate-unanimously-rejects-provisions-of-bill-60/
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campus in response to effects that Bill 62 has or will have on McGill operations and 
procedures. 

 
Part "B" – Motions and Reports from Organs of University Government 
  
Open Session 
 
1. Open Discussion on Experiential Learning  (D17-21) 

 
The Chair introduced the open discussion, noting that its focus was on the role of experiential 
learning at McGill and how existing structures could be further developed to enhance experiential 
learning. 
 
Senator Saroyan commented that the background documents do not indicate which experiential 
learning initiatives are voluntary and which are required by regulating bodies. She suggested 
obtaining statistics with respect to the initiatives, such as the number of students benefiting from 
them, the investments made and how they are being used by students.  
 
Senator Dyens shared that the University has invested funds in a number of experiential learning 
opportunities. He stated that a special financial aid package of $1.8 million was created to increase 
students’ ability to participate in Enriched Educational Opportunities (EEOs), which are voluntary 
experiential learning opportunities. He also noted that a financial package of $1.5 million was 
created to allow Faculties to create more EEOs. He shared that a budget was also received from 
the Office of the Provost and Vice-Principal (Academic) to increase the number of internships, 
experiential learning opportunities and EEOs. He stated that funding was given to Career Planning 
Services (CaPS) to develop a program called the Employ/Ease student Employee Onboarding 
Program, which provides a pedagogical experience to students working on campus. Senator Dyens 
explained that it is difficult to track experiential learning, but noted that a requirement for the 
funding provided to faculties for EEOs is that the EEO is officially recognized on the student’s 
record.  
 
Senator Robaire asked if the goal is for every student to have an experiential learning opportunity 
and wondered how the initiatives would be adapted to different programs. He also asked how the 
names are chosen (e.g. “co-op” vs. “internship”), noting that the term used may have implications 
on job opportunities. Senator Dyens responded that there is flexibility but the term “co-op” 
involves specific criteria. Senator Quitoriano added that a “co-op” is work integrated learning, 
preferably situated in between learning, and has more structure than internships. For example, he 
explained that co-ops normally involve reports, presentations, reflection and speaking about the 
experience. Senator Dyens stated that ideally, every student should have an EEO and it would be 
left to each faculty to define. Senator Wali noted that experiential learning would require more 
resources, especially if it would be part of the evaluation.  
 
Senator Ritchie shared that productions are staged as part of the Drama and Theater option. She 
commented that while the students working on stage scenery, lighting and costumes get credit for 
their participation and counts towards their degree, those who are acting do not, despite numerous 
attempts to rectify the situation. 
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Senator Lannes suggested having experiential learning opportunities early in a student’s training 
as well as having a stronger web presence with online courses and resources on experiential 
learning. Senator Zhou shared her experiential learning experience in the United States and spoke 
in favour of the workshops offered by CaPS. Senator Zorychta shared that, in the Faculty of 
Science, TEAM awards are given to upper level students to become involved in teaching in lower 
level classes that they have done well in. She stated that the initiative has been very successful and 
the recognition goes on the student’s CV.  
 
Senator Roulet encouraged Senators to find creative ways of incorporating experiential learning 
into a program. For example, he mentioned the Southeast Asia Urban Field Studies course offered 
in late August and the McGill field semesters. Senator Buddle stated that Teaching and Learning 
Services (TLS) could provide assistance with course design to include experiential learning. 
Senator Winer added that TLS also provides support on alternative assessment strategies. 
 
Senator Oke suggested having a more centralized way of communicating how students are 
accessing different opportunities and monitor whether there are increases in a given field or if 
needs are changing. 
 
The Chair thanked Senators for their input and suggestions. 

 
2. 483rd Report of the Academic Policy Committee (D17-22) 

 
Senator Manfredi presented this report for Senate’s information. He highlighted that it contained 
new courses and teaching programs approved by the Academic Policy Committee as well as course 
retirements.  
 
3. Extension of the Strategic Research Plan 2013-2017 (D17-23) 
 
Senator Crago presented this item for Senate’s consideration. She explained that a strategic 
research plan is required to apply for funding to the Canada Foundation for Innovation and to 
nominate Canada Research Chairs and subsequently requested an extension of the current Strategic 
Research Plan, until December 31, 2018.  
 

On a motion duly proposed and seconded, Senate, on the recommendation of the Vice-
Principal (Research and Innovation), endorsed the extension of the McGill Strategic 
Research Plan until 31 December 2018.  
 

4. Climate and Sustainability Action Plan 2017-2020 (D17-24) 
 
Francois Miller, Director of the Office of Sustainability, presented this item for Senate’s 
information. He stated that the Action Plan is the result of extensive consultation with McGill 
stakeholders through various events on campus. He explained that the long-term targets are to 
achieve carbon neutrality by 2040 and attain a platinum sustainability rating by 2030. He stated 
that the short-term actions are spread across research, education, connectivity, operation and 
governance, and administration. He noted that three strategies were identified to reduce building 
energy emissions: (1) reducing the energy use of buildings through the deferred maintenance work; 
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(2) recycling energy by using smart energy grids and heat exchange systems; and (3) transitioning 
energy systems from gas to electricity. He explained that the AASHE STARS rating system is 
used by over 500 universities throughout North America, and informed Senators that McGill 
received a gold rating in 2016. He noted that three universities achieved a platinum rating 
(Colorado State University, Stanford University and University of New Hampshire). With respect 
to the implementation of the plan, he reported that a number of strategies have been identified 
(engagement, communications, unit-level climate and sustainability action plans; sustainability 
projects fund to help kick-start some of the initiatives). Finally, he mentioned that the validity of 
the long-term targets will be reassessed every three years and a reporting system including 
sustainability KPIs was established. 
 
Senator Lannes asked whether fossil fuel divestment was a separate matter from the Climate and 
Sustainability Action Plan. Mr. Miller responded that climate action can take a variety of forms 
noting that McGill’s plan focuses on reducing its institutional carbon footprint. Senator 
Beauchamp added that in order to reach a platinum rating, certain commitments regarding 
investment would have to be made.  
 
Senator Mikkelson expressed that it is time McGill divest from fossil fuel corporations. He shared 
that MAUT has joined SSMU and PGSS in calling on the University to divest. He asked if the 
direct carbon emissions that will be reduced take into account the construction work being done 
on campus and noted that the indirect emissions are rapidly increasing. Mr. Miller responded that 
only the energy consumption is measured, which is mainly the amount of power needed to heat 
and cool buildings, not the fuel use related to construction activities. He also explained that the 
indirect emissions appear to be increasing because the only data available is from 2013 and was 
therefore prorated to the student and staff population in 1990.  
 
Senator Animesh asked if the KPIs are available to the public. The Secretary-General responded 
that a report on KPIs will be presented to the Board of Governors at its next meeting on December 
12 and will be available online on the Board’s website. In response to Senator Animesh’s question 
on the granularity of the data, Mr. Miller responded that a greenhouse gas inventory is published 
annually and includes a breakdown of the different categories and the methodology for the 
calculations. Senator Animesh then asked if the impact on financial performance would be 
measured. Mr. Miller noted that most of the efforts to reduce McGill’s carbon footprint is 
embedded in the deferred maintenance work. Senator Beauchamp added that projects presented to 
the Building and Property Committee of the Board of Governors dealing with energy consumption 
include a payback. He noted that it might cost as much as $100 million to reach carbon neutrality 
but the savings would be substantial as well.  
 
Senator Kalil shared that in his department at the Desautels Faculty of Management, the concept 
of a green footprint is instilled in students. He noted that at the end of the term, students are asked 
to include a section on their green footprint in their business plan. He encouraged all departments 
to follow suit where applicable. 
 
Senator Saroyan asked if the STARS rating include outputs as not all processes lead to the desired 
results. Mr. Miller responded that there are points related to processes and outcomes. Senator 

http://www.mcgill.ca/boardofgovernors/2017-2018-meeting-documents


Senate – Minutes of the meeting of November 23, 2017 

 

Page 9 of 12 

 

Saroyan then asked how contractors working at night would be monitored to ensure compliance 
with McGill’s sustainability strategy, as there have been incidents in the past.  
 

On a motion duly proposed and seconded, Mr. Robert Couvrette, Associate Vice-Principal, 
Facilities Management and Ancillary Services, was granted speaking rights to answer the 
question. 
 

Mr. Couvrette responded that all contractors have to comply with strict rules regarding 
sustainability and provisions to that effect are included in their contracts. He stressed that no 
contractor works alone on campus, noting that security and assistant project managers are present 
at night. Senator Saroyan shared an anecdote on her experience with motion light sensors in her 
office and expressed that the comfort level of students and staff should be taken into account before 
implementing new measures.  
 
In response to Senator Richard’s question on how the data on the transportation use of McGill staff 
was obtained, Mr. Miller stated that a survey was conducted by a research group in the School of 
Urban Planning.   
 
Senator Lenetsky shared that he participated in the Action Team meetings that were part of the 
consultation process for the Action Plan. He stated that one of the main themes brought up at the 
meetings were measures and policies that the Board of Governors can take to reduce investments 
in the fossil fuel industry. He commented that divestment was not included as a priority action and 
asked what the process was for converting community input into action items. Mr. Miller 
responded that ideas were collected for each category and units able to take on the action items 
were identified. The Secretary-General added that the Board of Governors received a report on 
initiatives in the area of sustainability at its meeting on October 5, 2017. 
 
5. Report on the McGill Context (D17-25) 
  
Senator Manfredi presented this report for Senate’s information. He highlighted that he had 
mandated Senators Buddle and Campbell with conducting a review of best practices on the 
meaning of the “university context,” further to allegations of misconduct involving members of 
the McGill community that occurred off-campus in private settings. The goal of the review was to 
help arrive at a clearer, implementable definition that would inform revisions to the Code of 
Student Conduct and Disciplinary Procedures (the “Code”). 
 
Senator Robaire expressed concern with a part of the recommended definition, suggesting that it 
could be interpreted too broadly. Senator Manfredi responded that the recommendation is simply 
an example of language that could be used in the Code. He explained that broader consultations 
would take place in the context of the review of the Code. Senator Campbell added that the 
proposed definition would not create new offences within the Code but would clarify the 
circumstances under which the University would have jurisdiction over a matter. She stressed that 
the scope of disciplinary offences and the University’s jurisdiction are two separate issues.  
 
[*Secretary’s Note: The University having disciplinary jurisdiction does not mean that a 
disciplinary offence has occurred; an offence under the Code can only be determined pursuant to 

http://www.mcgill.ca/boardofgovernors/files/boardofgovernors/gd17-14_annual_report_on_sustainability.pdf
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an investigation (and, in some cases, a hearing) to assess the available evidence, all of which must 
accord with procedural fairness.] 
 
Senator Lach asked how an allegation of misconduct that occurred online would be handled under 
the proposed definition. Senator Campbell responded that it would be a matter of establishing 
whether there is an ongoing relationship between the parties on campus. She explained that if an 
incident that occurred off campus, including online, continues to adversely affect the experiences 
of a student, particularly with respect to academic progress and safety, the allegation of misconduct 
would be subject to investigation. 
 
6. Progress Report on the McGill Wellness Strategy  
 
Senator Dyens presented a verbal update on the Wellness Strategy for Senate’s information. He 
reported that there has been a significant increase in the number of students accessing mental health 
and counselling services in the past few years. He informed Senators that Student Life and 
Learning developed a mental health and wellness strategy, which was submitted to the Provost and 
Vice-Principal (Academic). 
 
He noted that the strategy focuses on awareness and prevention, skills development and capacity 
building, access and inclusivity, healthy spaces, healthy policies and practices, and recognition of 
best practices. He shared that a number of initiatives have recently been implemented with the help 
of Ms. Gauthier and her team at Student Services. As examples, he mentioned that the number of 
staff in counselling services has increased by 43% since 2014 and the number of physicians 
increased by 50% since 2016. He noted that group counselling was increased, two additional case 
workers were hired, the substance abuse program was expanded, and a collaborative care model 
was launched. He stated that an online booking system would be available in 2018. Senator Dyens 
also shared that, thanks to a $1-million reinvestment in the Office for Students with Disabilities, 
three additional advising staff were hired, the universal access hub was developed and a low cost 
integrated assessment and diagnostic services for students with learning disabilities and/or ADHD 
was launched.  
 
Senator Maciasz asked about the impact of the new initiatives on the average wait time for students 
to access professional services. Ms. Gauthier responded that the wait time used to be four to six 
months and is now approximately four weeks, noting that the intention is to have same day access 
to a social worker and a wait time of one to two weeks to see a counsellor.  
 
7. Annual Report of the Committee on Student Discipline (2016-17) (D17-26) 
 
Senator Buddle presented this report for Senate’s information. He highlighted that the number of 
cases has decreased and has not been this low since the 2005-06 academic year. He stated that the 
reasons are unknown but could include underreporting, informal resolution of cases and more 
awareness around the Code of Student Conduct and Disciplinary Procedures. He also explained 
that a number of cases are in progress largely due to the non-availability of students and members 
of the Committee during the summer as well as appeals from decisions of disciplinary interviews 
that later get withdrawn. 
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Senator Mansdoerfer asked if the Code was being implemented equally across all faculties. Senator 
Buddle responded that the Office of the Dean of Students could look into it, noting that it would 
be difficult to determine. He mentioned that he could reach out to disciplinary officers and 
encourage conversations at faculty council meetings on the disciplinary process. He mentioned 
that there is a lot of variation across faculties and a high number of cases is sometimes seen in 
certain faculties due to the type of examinations. 
 
In response to Senator Lach’s question on plagiarism software, Senator Buddle stated that the 
current goal is to ensure that if an instructor uses text-matching software, it is explicitly mentioned 
on the course outline. Senator Winer explained that students did not want their work to become 
the property of private corporations and contribute to their profits, noting that instructors need to 
offer alternate methods of assessing plagiarism if students choose not to participate. She also 
mentioned that there were concerns about access to information and protecting students. She 
informed Senators that there have been many developments in the industry that now address these 
concerns and TLS is currently investigating new software.  
 
8. Annual Report of the Senate Committee on Physical Development  (D17-27) 
 (2016-17) 
 
Cameron Charlebois, Executive Director, Campus Planning and Development, and Chair of the 
Senate Committee on Physical Development, presented this report for Senate’s information. He 
reminded Senators that the composition of the Committee was revised by Senate at the October 
Senate meeting to reflect the creation of the new Campus Planning and Development Office. He 
highlighted some of the major planning initiatives, off-campus leases and real estate projects and 
major infrastructure and deferred maintenance projects reviewed by the Committee during the last 
governance year.  
 
Senator Zorychta expressed her hope that more exchange takes place on projects in order for 
Dr. Charlebois and his team to get the feedback they need from members of the McGill community 
and suggested that the Committee be more involved this year to help accomplish that. 
Dr. Charlebois assured Senate that the Committee would be more actively involved going forward.  
 
Senator Mikkelson suggested that the major infrastructure projects be included in the climate and 
emissions calculations and be part of the carbon neutrality goal.  
 
Senator Fussmann asked if the Committee had anything to report with respect to its mandate of 
advising Senate on the extent to which major physical development projects on campus reflect the 
academic plans and priorities of the University. Dr. Charlebois responded in the negative noting 
that the Committee would advise Senate as needed throughout the year.   
 
9. Annual Report of the Committee on Enrolment and Student Affairs  (D17-28) 
 (2016-17) 
 
Senator Dyens presented this report for Senate’s information. He highlighted that the Committee 
considered items related to admission requirements and scholarships. In response to a question by 
Senator Nwabufo regarding awards and financial aid provided to McGill students, Senator Dyens 
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clarified that the Committee does not provide funds but approves the creation of new awards and 
changes in the conditions of existing awards.    
 
10. Report of the Joint Board-Senate Meeting: “Building Stronger  (D17-29) 
 Communities and Citizenship through Mentorship” 
 
The Principal presented this report for Senate’s information. She highlighted that Professor Brian 
Rubineau from the Desautels Faculty of Management delivered a presentation related to 
mentorship that informed the roundtable discussions. She noted that the main ideas that emerged 
from the discussions were included in the report.  
 
11. Other Business 
 
There was no other business.  
 
Confidential Session  
 
12. Report of the Honorary Degrees and Convocations Committee (D17-30) 
 
Senate moved into confidential session to review the Report of the Honorary Degrees and 
Convocations Committee (this minute is approved by the Senate Steering Committee and is not 
published or circulated, but is attached to the permanent minutes of Senate as Appendix A).  
 
There being no other business to deal with, on a motion duly proposed and seconded, the meeting 
adjourned at 4:42 p.m. 
 
END 
 
The complete documents, including presentations at Senate, are kept as part of the official minutes. 


