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Minutes of the meeting of Senate held on Wednesday, January 17, 2018 at 2:30 p.m. in the Robert 
Vogel Council Room (Room 232, Leacock Building) 

PRESENT 
Allison, Paul 
Anderson, Isabella 
Animesh, Animesh 
Anjum, Fatima 
Arseneault, Louis  
Bartlett, Joan 
Bayen, Stephane 
Bede, Jacqueline 
Bernard, Daniel 
Buddle, Christopher 
Campbell, Angela 
Cavanagh, Chelsea 
Crago, Martha 
Damha, Masad 
Di Paola, Antonia 
Dunn, Nicholas 
Dyens, Ollivier 
Eidelman, David 
Elstein, Eleanor 
Ericsson, Hans-Ola 
Fansia, Nahal 
Fortier, Suzanne 
Fussmann, Gregor 
Gold, Richard 

Gonnerman, Laura 
Goodridge, Lawrence 
Gore, Genevieve 
Gyakum, John 
Hastings, Kenneth 
Hobday, Tina 
Kaartinen, Mari 
Kamen, Amine 
Larsson, Hans 
Lenetsky, Jed 
Lennox, Bruce 
Liboiron-Ladouceur, Odile 
Lowther, David  
Manfredi, Christopher 
McCullogh, Mary Jo 
McKenzie, Jeffrey 
Mikkelson, Gregory 
Nicell, Jim 
Nichol, Jarrod 
Nwabufo, Michael 
Oke, Isabelle  
Panda, Ram 
Potter, Judith 
Quitoriano, Nathaniel 
Rassier, Dilson 

Ravenscroft, Brenda 
Richard, Marc 
Robaire, Bernard 
Rogowska, Edyta  
(Secretary) 
Roulet, Nigel 
Saroyan, Alenoush 
Shor, Eran 
Sinacore, Ada 
Sladek, Robert 
Snider, Laurie 
Sosa, Marianna 
Spiousas, Ignacio 
Stephens, David  
Tippler, Maria 
Tojiboeva, Muna 
Tremblay, Michel 
Voudouris, Nellie 
Waters, Natalie 
Yalovsky, Morty 
Youssef, Salma 
Zhou, Shufeng 
Zorychta, Edith 

 

 

REGRETS: Isabelle Bajeux-Besnainou, Lisa Barg, Yves Beauchamp, Colleen Cook, Elaine 
Doucette, Gael Eakin, Jim Engle-Warnick, Anja Geitmann, Peter Grütter, James Gutman, David 
Harpp, Qi Yue He, Terence Hébert, Amanda Holmes, Alex Kalil, Lucyna Lach, Gillian Lane-
Mercier, Marcelo Lannes, Erik Larson, Robert Leckey, Alice Lefebvre, Margaret Levey, Eva 
Maciasz, Antonia Maioni, Richard Mansdoerfer, Michael A. Meighen, Guy Mineau, Josephine 
Nalbantoglu, Momar Ndao, Ronald Niezen, Philip Oxhorn, Fiona Ritchie, Jerome Savaria-
Carriere, Lisa Starr, Stefano Stifani, David Theodore, Ahmer Wali, Anna Walsh, Marc Weinstein, 
Laura Winer. 
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SECTION I  
 
1. Welcoming Remarks 
 
The Chair welcomed Senators to the fifth Senate meeting of the 2017-2018 governance year. She 
welcomed Senator Gonnerman who was attending her first meeting as a representative of the 
Faculty of Medicine. She reminded Senators, guests and spectators that the use of electronic 
devices is permitted for viewing meeting documents, but that the Senate Rules of Procedure 
prohibit the recording of sound or images, and the communication or posting of Senate 
deliberations. 
 
2. Memorial Tributes for Emeritus Professors Eric Adler, John Durnford and Abby 

Lippman 
 
Senator Panda read the following memorial tribute for Professor Adler, which Senate subsequently 
unanimously approved: 
 

I have the sad duty to report the passing of Professor Emeritus Eric Adler on November 6, 
2017 in Victoria, British Columbia. Professor Adler was born in Alexandria, Egypt. He 
had originally planned to study chemical engineering in London, but as a member of the 
Jewish community, he was stateless, and in 1948, the day he finished writing his London 
Matriculation exams, he was arrested. He remained in prison until 1950 when he was 
acquitted and finally made it to London in November 1950; too late to enrol in the chemical 
engineering degree program to which he had been accepted. He wrote a letter to his father 
stating that he was wavering somewhat because of his love of mathematics and physics. 
His father replied "become an engineer" which Eric later said was the best advice he ever 
received. In 1955, he completed his degree in Electrical Engineering at Battersea College 
(now University of London) and then began a research career at the International 
Telephone & Telegraph Corporation. Wanting to continue his education at the postgraduate 
level, but unable to obtain financial support because of his statelessness, he sought a new 
homeland. Canada not only welcomed engineers but provided airfare. 
  
The University of Toronto's offer of a job as a demonstrator enabled him to complete a 
Masters in Applied Science in 1959. During his time in Toronto, he made friends with Peter 
Peet Silvester who remained a friend and colleague. In 1958, Dr. G.L. (John) d'Ombrain, 
the Chair of Electrical Engineering at Battersea College during Eric's undergraduate years, 
became Chair of Electrical Engineering at McGill. He invited Eric to McGill University, 
his lifelong anchor from that point. Professor Gerald W. Farnell (PhD, 1957) became Eric's 
doctoral supervisor. In 1961, Eric obtained Canadian citizenship, a Canadian passport and 
married his wife, Leonda (Lee). Eric started teaching the Electrical Engineering program 
at McGill and in 1966 completed his PhD. In collaboration with Gerry Farnell, he 
undertook pioneering research into surface acoustic wave (or SAW) filters. These devices 
emerged as key components for the rapidly developing telecommunications field and 
before the advent of digital transmission, every television set contained a SAW filter. Eric 
developed a computer program which became the industry standard for SAW filter 
designers. During these years, Eric also greatly enjoyed his collaboration with fellow 
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professors Pierre Belanger and Nick Rumin on an undergraduate textbook, Introduction to 
Circuits with Electronics. He was elected a Fellow of the IEEE in 1989 and appointed 
Distinguished Lecturer by its Ultrasonics Society in 1994. He also served the Faculty of 
Engineering as Associate Dean (Academic) from 1977 to 1985 and made key contributions 
to curriculum development and to making the Faculty of Engineering more welcoming for 
women students. After a long and productive career at McGill, he retired in 1995 and was 
named Professor Emeritus in 1998.  
  
In the more than 20 years of retirement that followed, Eric settled in Victoria, BC, and 
enjoyed his time with Literacy Victoria, Engineering Associates at the University of 
Victoria, playing bridge and wide access to music. With his passing, we extend our heartfelt 
condolences to his wife, Lee, and also to his sister Evelyn Moore and to his nieces, many 
grandnieces, grandnephews, cousins and friends. He will long be remembered at McGill 
for his sense of teamwork, clarity and consideration. 

 
Senator Gold read the following memorial tribute for Professor Durnford, which Senate 
subsequently unanimously approved: 
 

The Faculty of Law received with deep sadness news of the passing of Professor Emeritus 
John W. Durnford on Thursday, November 30, 2017, at the age of 88. His death is a 
grievous loss to the McGill Law community. 
 
A native Montrealer, John Durnford was a two-time graduate of McGill (BA’49, BCL’52). 
He returned to McGill as an associate professor in 1959 and served as law dean from 1969 
to 1974. In 1977, he was appointed Sir William C. Macdonald Professor of Law. On his 
retirement, McGill named him Emeritus Professor. 
 
À titre de doyen, il a prêché par l’exemple pour encourager le respect mutuel des 
différences et permettre des relations cordiales au sein de la communauté étudiante, du 
personnel et du corps professoral. Ses anciens collègues se souviennent de lui comme d’un 
collègue énergique, drôle, doux, brillant, ainsi qu’un parfait gentleman (en costume trois-
pièces et cravate). 
 
After his deanship, John Durnford continued his contributions at McGill as a beloved and 
extraordinary teacher. Evidence of the deep appreciation with which generations of law 
students regarded John Durnford the teacher stands ready at hand. In 1987, the Class of 
1962 established the Professor John W. Durnford Bursary. In the late 1990s, the Law 
Students’ Association renamed its teaching award the John W. Durnford Teaching 
Excellence Award. In 2017, a classroom renovated thanks to the generosity of the Classes 
of 1974, 1975, and 1976 was renamed the John W. Durnford Classroom. 
 
Particulièrement affable, John Durnford est demeuré soucieux du bien-être du corps 
professoral de la Faculté de droit bien après la fin de son décanat. Il a servi de mentor à ses 
jeunes collègues, qui se souviennent de l’attention qu’il accordait à leur bonheur et leur 
santé ainsi qu’à ceux de leur famille.  
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Alors que la Faculté de droit qu’il a dirigée et servie a une portée et une vision 
internationales, John Durnford était particulièrement fier de sa place au sein de la 
communauté intellectuelle québécoise. Peu après son départ à la retraite, une poignée de 
ses collègues des autres facultés de droit du Québec et lui ont été honorés pour leur 
contribution à la vie universitaire québécoise par l’Association des professeurs de droit du 
Québec. 
 
The Faculty of Law offers sincere condolences to his widow Elizabeth, his daughters 
Evelyn, Jessie (BCL'80, LLB'81), Diana, and Dorothy (BA'82, BSc'99, MSc'02, PhD'08), 
and his grandchildren and great-grandchildren. 

 
Senator Eidelman read the following memorial tribute for Professor Lippman, which Senate 
subsequently unanimously approved: 
 

It is with great sadness that we share the news of the passing of Dr. Abby Lippman, Emerita 
Professor of Epidemiology, Biostatistics and Occupational Health in the Faculty of 
Medicine at McGill University.  
 
A native New Yorker, Dr. Lippman earned an undergraduate degree in Comparative 
Literature from Cornell University before moving to Montreal in 1973 and subsequently 
completing her PhD in Human Genetics at McGill. Her thesis underlined the importance 
of taking serious account of the views, needs and wishes of people receiving genetic 
counselling. This attention to empowerment would go on to characterize all her academic 
work. 
 
Dr. Lippman would join the Department of Epidemiology, Biostatistics and Occupational 
Health at McGill in 1979 and would remain there for more than 30 years, receiving emerita 
professor status in 2011. She specialized in feminist studies of applied genetic technologies 
as well as in general issues in the politics of women’s health. Dr. Lippman saw the benefits 
of multidisciplinary approaches to the study of health and wellbeing and spent many years 
advocating for greater collaborations between quantitative and qualitative researchers. She 
also had a long-standing interest in the ethical conduct of research which she pursued in a 
variety of settings. 
 
In her department, Dr. Lippman promoted improvements to ensure the quality of students’ 
academic experiences, and, always generous with her time, she mentored many young 
students over the course of her career, a practice she continued into retirement.  
 
Dr. Lippman was renowned for championing social causes. She was a tireless defender of 
the disenfranchised and the disadvantaged and devoted tremendous energy to advocating 
for women’s health. She focused on problems linked to what she called “geneticization” 
and “neo medicalization.” She was past president of the Canadian Women’s Health 
Coalition and, after retirement, often worked at the Simone de Beauvoir Institute, a college 
within Concordia University, established in 1978 to provide a foundation for the 
interdisciplinary pursuit of Women’s Studies.  
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Dr. Lippman will be remembered by those that knew her for being a loving, caring and 
generous person, who was fearless and indefatigable in her pursuit of social justice in both 
her own community and across the globe.  
 
We extend our heartfelt condolences to Dr. Lippman’s son, Chris and daughter Jessica, to 
her brother Marc, to her two grandchildren and to her many relatives, friends and 
colleagues. 

 
3. Report of the Steering Committee (17:18-05) 
 
Senate received the Report of the Steering Committee (17-18:05).  
 
Item 1. Approval of Minutes of Senate – December 6, 2017.  
 
Item 2. Senate Open Discussion Topic  
 
Item 3. Approval of the Agenda.  
 

On a motion duly proposed and seconded, Senate approved the Report of the Steering 
Committee.  

 
4. Business Arising from the December 6, 2017 Senate Minutes 
 
There was none. 
 
5.  Chair’s Remarks 
 
The Chair began her remarks by reporting on government relations. She stated that the Quebec 
government introduced draft legislation regarding recreational cannabis. She reminded Senators 
that McGill is working through the Bureau de coopération interuniversitaire (BCI) to ensure that 
the legislation meets the needs of the University community and that BCI would participate in the 
public hearings on January 17. She then mentioned that consultations are ongoing with Quebec 
universities and the Ministère de l’Éducation et de l’Enseignement supérieur to revise the funding 
formula for universities. She then spoke about her meetings concerning the Royal Victoria 
Hospital site with Minister of Higher Education Hélène David, Minister of Health and Social 
Services Gaétan Barrette, the Chair of the Conseil du trésor, Minister Pierre Arcand, and Mayor 
Valérie Plante. She noted that McGill is in the midst of a feasibility study and would present the 
results to the government later this year. The Chair also shared that leaders of many private 
foundations across Canada, including the Trottier Family Foundation, the Azrieli Foundation and 
the Lawrence and Judith Tanenbaum Family Foundation, are urging the federal government to 
invest in fundamental research and noted that, as part of McGill’s ongoing advocacy, she co-hosted 
a university-industry regional roundtable with Jacques Bernier of Teralys Capital. She stated that 
the ideas raised at the roundtables would feed into a national symposium taking place in Ottawa 
on February 1, 2018.  
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Regarding external relations, the Chair shared that the Annual Meeting of the World Economic 
Forum is taking place January 23-26, 2018, in Davos-Klosters, Switzerland, noting that the theme 
of the meeting is “Creating a Shared Future in a Fractured World.” She mentioned that McGill is 
participating as the only Canadian member of the Global University Leaders Forum (GULF). 
 
The Chair concluded her remarks by giving highlights of the kudos circulated prior to the meeting. 
She shared that 11 members of the McGill community were appointed to or promoted within the 
Order of Canada, noting that Professor François Crépeau (Law) and Senator Martha Crago (Vice-
Principal (Research and Innovation) were appointed Officer and Member respectively. The Chair 
then shared that Québec Science magazine selected its 10 Discoveries of the Year for 2017, three 
of which involve McGill researchers. Finally, she congratulated McGill alumna Mélodie Daoust 
on being named to the Canadian Olympic women’s hockey team and McGill student Hannah 
Taylor (Political Science) on receiving the Award for Outstanding Youth in Philanthropy from the 
Quebec chapter of the Association of Fundraising Professions (AFP). 
 
SECTION II 

 
Part "A" – Questions and Motions by Members 
 
There were none. 
 
Part "B" – Motions and Reports from Organs of University Government 
  
Open Session 
 
1. 484th Report of the Academic Policy Committee (D17-36) 
 
Senator Manfredi presented this report, which contained one item for Senate’s consideration. 
 

On a motion duly proposed and seconded, Senate approved the proposed revisions to the 
Guidelines for the Principal’s Prize for Excellence in Teaching. 
 

2. Report of the Senate Nominating Committee (D17-37) 
 

Senator Manfredi presented this report for Senate’s consideration. He explained that it contained 
a recommendation to fill a vacancy on the Senate Committee on Libraries. 
 

On a motion duly proposed and seconded, Senate approved the recommendation contained 
in the Report of the Senate Nominating Committee (D17-37). 
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3. Proposed Revision to the Regulations Relating to the Employment of  (D17-38) 
 Contract Academic Staff 
 
Senator Campbell presented this item for Senate’s consideration. She stated that further to the 
implementation of the revisions to the Regulations Relating to the Employment of Contract 
Academic Staff approved in the fall, an additional revision to add “post-retirement” as a new 
category of ranked contract academic staff is being proposed. She explained that this new 
designation would allow newly retired tenured professors to complete graduate supervisory and/or 
research work following their retirement, for a period of up to three years.  
 
Senator Oke asked whether this provision could only be used once by a professor. Senator 
Campbell responded in the affirmative. 
 
Senator Saroyan acknowledged the collaboration with MAUT to draft the revisions. She asked for 
confirmation that the new provision would not conflict with the guidelines set by the Office of 
Graduate and Postdoctoral Studies (GPS). Senator Campbell responded that the revised clause 
specifies that it would be applied in accordance with GPS guidelines. 
 
Senator Quitoriano noted that it could take more than three years for a student to complete a PhD. 
Senator Campbell stated that a professor should not start new supervisory work holding this 
designation but complete work that is already in progress. If more time is required, she noted that 
the student would need a new supervisor.  
 
Senator Fussmann asked whether this designation would be used by members of the Contract 
Academic Staff or Emeritus Professors. Senator Campbell responded that it would be used by 
professors who held a tenured position upon retirement. She explained that the Emeritus 
designation is not a position but an honorific designation that does not carry the capacity to conduct 
academic activities at the University. 
 

On a motion duly proposed and seconded, Senate approved and recommended to the Board 
of Governors for approval, the proposed revision to the Regulations Relating to the 
Employment of Contract Academic Staff, as presented in Appendix A of D17-38. 

 
4. Faculty of Medicine Faculty Council Terms of Reference   (D17-39) 
 
Senator Eidelman presented this item for Senate’s consideration. He reminded Senators that when 
Senate had approved the Terms of Reference on a provisional basis on April 22, 2015, a 
commitment was made to review them after a period of two years. He informed Senators that the 
review was conducted and no revisions were deemed necessary at this time.  
 

On a motion duly proposed and seconded, Senate approved the Terms of Reference of the 
Faculty of Medicine Faculty Council, as presented in Appendix A of D17-39. 
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5. Notice of Motion to Include the Associate Provost (Equity and Academic   (D17-40) 
 Policies) as an Ex Officio Member of Senate 
 
The Secretary-General presented this item for Senate’s information, pursuant to article 15.1 of the 
Statutes, which requires that due notice of any proposed amendments to the Statutes is given in 
writing at a previous meeting of the Senate by its Secretary. The Secretary-General noted that a 
notice of motion was being presented in order to amend article 6.1.1 of the Statutes to include the 
Associate Provost (Equity and Academic Policies) as an ex officio member of Senate. 
 
Senator Hastings suggested including a list of the current composition as an appendix and 
explaining why this item is being proposed at this time instead of in the context of the next regular 
review. The Secretary-General stated that this question was not addressed during the last review, 
and in order to ensure continuity of service and allow faculties to elect an academic representative, 
it was being considered at this time. Senator Richard commented that the composition described 
in the Statutes could be misleading as the Statutes still include the Dean and one representative 
from the Faculty of Religious Studies as members of Senate. He highlighted that the proposed 
changes would result in elected academic staff members constituting 50% of Senate’s total 
membership instead of the established practice of 50% +1, noting that this issue would need to be 
addressed.  
 
Senator Saroyan spoke in favour of limiting representation of senior administrators to ex officio 
positions to avoid any conflicts of interest and suggested that the President of MAUT be added as 
an ex officio member of Senate. The Secretary-General agreed to discuss this suggestion further 
with Senator Saroyan.   
 
6. Annual Report on Research and Innovation (2017)   (D17-41) 
 
Senator Crago presented this item for Senate’s information. She highlighted how McGill compares 
to U5 (or U6, when including McMaster University) and U15 peers in terms of total funding, 
research intensity, and share of total funding. She noted that McGill relies most on federal sources 
of income for research and needs to pay closer attention to industry and provincial funding. She 
also noted that although McGill performs well in Tri-Agency funding overall and in CIHR 
programs specifically, improvements could be made in NSERC funding programs. With respect 
to innovation and commercialization, Senator Crago mentioned that licensing revenue in Canada 
is at least an order of magnitude lower than in the United States and varies widely from year to 
year.  
 
In response to Senator Quitoriano’s question on why other universities are more successful in 
garnering funding from industry, Senator Crago stated that, unlike certain universities, McGill 
does not have personnel dedicated to this area.  
 
Regarding the sources of research funding, Senator Gold asked if the category labelled as “other” 
included philanthropy such as the donation from the Tanenbaum family and wondered if data on 
funding from previous years was available. Senator Crago responded in the affirmative and noted 
data on funding concerning 2017 and for the last five years would be made available to faculties. 
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Senator Gold then asked if open science was part of the ongoing strategy for industry partnerships. 
Senator Crago expressed an interest in drafting a white paper on open innovation/open science.  
 
Senator Roulet mentioned that when he served as chair of a committee on retention, recruitment 
and leadership in research, he learned that many individuals preferred to be co-Principal 
Investigators on other institutions because of the level of support available to them. He suggested 
comparing McGill’s services in this area with those of other universities. He also stated that it is 
important to see how researchers are performing in the first half of their career and if they are 
progressing as expected in comparison to other institutions. Senator Crago shared her ideas to 
address these matters, namely roadmapping and putting a team in place to help researchers write 
grant proposals. 
 
Senator Mikkelson noted that there is a correlation between research funding and counts of 
publications. He stated that there is also a correlation between monetary expenditures and 
greenhouse gas emissions. As the University aims to reach carbon neutrality by 2040, he expressed 
that there should be a decreased emphasis on money and increased emphasis on research output. 
Senator Crago mentioned that the graph on publication efficiency actually illustrates the cost of 
publications, noting that there are many factors such as whether a university has a medical faculty. 
With respect to carbon emissions, she expressed that there is a need for more videoconferencing 
facilities. Senator Mikkelson cautioned that focusing on input for awards and recognition, 
including merit increases, could result in less efficiency than if the focus were on research output 
and its impact.  
 
Senator Tremblay noted that the quality of publications has changed over the years and wondered 
if the University would make recommendations concerning pseudo-journals. Senator Crago stated 
that it is important to get data on the quality of publications. She shared that Research Integrity 
Officers from the U15 universities had a meeting and one of their major concerns was the world 
of predatory publications. She mentioned that it is possible that the U15 writes a white paper on 
this subject and stated that the University must be vigilant, especially for tenure and promotions. 
 
7. Report from the Board of Governors to Senate   (D17-42) 
 
Senator Hobday presented this report for Senate’s information. The report contained an overview 
of matters considered by the Board of Governors on December 12, 2017 as well as the Executive 
Committee of the Board on November 1 and December 14, 2017. Senator Hobday highlighted that 
the Board approved the Policy Concerning Smoking at McGill University. She explained that the 
Policy was adopted in accordance with the Tobacco Control Act, which requires all college- and 
university-level institutions in Quebec establish smoke-free environments. She reported that the 
Board approved the Policy on the Use of McGill University’s Name, Logo and Other Trademarks, 
which sets out the general principles, terms, conditions and procedures governing the use of 
McGill’s name and other trademarks. Senator Hobday also highlighted that the Board approved 
grant agreements in support of the Compute Canada Cyberinfrastructure Initiative and of the 
Canadian Open Neurosciences Platform. Finally, she shared that the Nominating, Governance and 
Ethics (NGE) Committee initiated a process to provide members of the McGill community an 
opportunity to submit nominations for member-at-large positions on the Board.  
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Senator Fussman asked whether the Policy Concerning Smoking at McGill University applies to 
the Gault Nature Reserve. Senator Hobday responded in the affirmative.  
 
Senator Hastings acknowledged the efforts made by the Board to increase openness at the 
University and spoke in favour of the NGE Committee’s invitation to submit nominations for 
member-at-large positions on the Board.  
 
Senator Mikkelson noted that extensive public consultations took place during the last review of 
the CAMSR Terms of Reference and wondered if there were plans for similar consultations for 
the current review. The Secretary-General responded that the review is being conducted in 
accordance with established practices. She explained that the Terms of Reference were initially 
reviewed by CAMSR and the proposed revisions were presented to the NGE Committee and then 
to the Board for final consideration. She noted that the process used during the last review was 
exceptional as the revisions introduced at that time were extensive. Senator Mikkelson expressed 
that the current amendments were significant and spoke in favour of community consultations. 
 
8. Other Business 
 
There being no other business to deal with, on a motion duly proposed and seconded, the meeting 
adjourned at 3:50 p.m. 
 
END 
 
The complete documents, including presentations at Senate, are kept as part of the official minutes. 
 


