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PREAMBLE: McGill University intends to maintain high international undergraduate 

enrolment, from 25% to 30%.1 Additionally, the Quebec government has 
required that McGill raise its proportion of students coming from the 
province of Quebec.2 
 
However, given McGill has now been ranked the top medical-doctoral 
university in Canada by Maclean's Magazine for 15 consecutive years,3 
McGill clearly has a domestic leadership role and, importantly, has to 
stay connected to Canada’s different provinces. 
 
If the proportion of international students is to be kept high or rise 
further, and the proportion of students coming from Quebec itself is to 
increase, it seems that out-of-province Canadian students have to, 
relatively, be admitted less and less to the university. 
 

QUESTION: For confirmation, what is the new higher percentage of students coming 
from Quebec that McGill has to reach as required by the provincial 
government, and by when? 
 
What does McGill’s goal to maintain its highly international student 
body, combined with the increase in in-province students required by the 
provincial government, mean for the future admission prospects of out-
of-province Canadian students? 
 

RESPONSE: Thank you for your question, Senators Mecabô, Wilson and Duckett. 
 
For the university year 2019-20, each Quebec university must ensure that 
the number of Quebec students represents at least 50% of the total 
number of students registered in undergraduate and masters-level 
programs (with the exception of research masters programs). This 

                                                           
1 Memorandum submitted to Senate’s November meeting regarding an “Open Discussion on the Future of 

Internationalization at McGill,” Appendix A, p. 3. 
2 As referenced by the Chair at the September Senate meeting. 
3 The McGill Reporter, “McGill tops Maclean’s rankings for 15th straight year.” Accessed on November 21st, 2019, at 

https://reporter.mcgill.ca/mcgill-tops-macleans-rankings-for-15th-straight-year/. 
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proportion will increase to 55% in 2026-27. The number of Quebec 
students at McGill subject to this threshold requirement currently exceeds 
50%. 
 
Since the thresholds for Quebec students stipulated in the 2019-20 Règles 
budgétaires do not deviate significantly from the current distribution of 
McGill’s student population, the University does not foresee any 
difficulty in meeting those thresholds while simultaneously pursuing its 
strategic enrolment plan with respect to international students and 
Canadian students from outside of Quebec. Any decline in the proportion 
of Canadian students from outside of Quebec is more likely to result from 
domestic demographic changes and/or policies enacted by other 
provinces to retain students within those provinces. 
 
McGill University is proud to be anchored in Quebec while welcoming 
students from across Canada and around the world. The University’s 
enrolment practices will continue to reflect these fundamental 
characteristics of the University. 
 

 


