
 

 

 

 

   
Minutes of the meeting of Senate held on Wednesday, October 23, 2019 at 2:30 p.m. in the Robert 
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SECTION I  
 
1. Welcoming Remarks 
 
The Chair welcomed Senators to the second Senate meeting of the 2019-2020 governance year.  
She reminded Senators, guests and spectators that the use of electronic devices is permitted for 
viewing meeting documents, but that the Senate Standing Rules of Procedure prohibit the 
recording of sound or images, as well as the communication or posting of Senate deliberations. 
She also mentioned that the Senate meeting was being livestreamed and that the recording would 
be accessible until the approval of the meeting minutes at the subsequent meeting. 
 
2. Memorial Tributes: Professors Desmond Morton, Joan Power and Orval Mamer 
 
Senator Maioni read the following memorial tribute for Professor Emeritus Desmond Morton, 
which Senate subsequently unanimously approved: 

 
On September 4, the University lost an esteemed historian, colleague, teacher, and friend.  
 
Desmond Morton was born in Calgary in 1937 and grew up as a soldier’s son, spending 
time and attending school across Canada and also in Japan. He was educated at the Royal 
Military College and was a Rhodes Scholar at Oxford University, also taking degrees from 
the London School of Economics and the University of London. After a ten-year military 
career, in which he rose to the rank of captain, Dr. Morton began a life of academic service 
and scholarship. He arrived at McGill in 1994 as the founding Director of the McGill 
Institute for the Study of Canada (MISC). 
 
Dr. Morton was a social and military historian of Canada. He wrote prolifically and 
passionately about soldiers, workers, and everyday people, whom he saw as the main 
drivers and key players of history. He published forty-four books, many of them classics 
in the field, and was awarded membership in the Royal Society of Canada and was named 
Officer of the Order of Canada. In 2010, four years after finishing his term as MISC 
Director, he received the Pierre Berton Award from the Governor-General. 
 
“He was a historian of the people, for the people,” commented our colleague Prof. Elsbeth 
Heaman. She and others remember his quick, generous mind, his collegiality and kindness, 
and his dry, honest wit. Dr. Morton died peacefully in Montreal. We send out condolences 
to his beloved wife, and Senator, Gael Eakin, and the rest of his family.  
 

Senator Lennox then read the following memorial tribute for Professor Joan Power, which Senate 
subsequently unanimously approved: 

 
With great sadness we report that Prof. Joan Power passed away this last September after 
a long struggle with cancer, at the age of 61. 
 
Prof. Power obtained her B.Sc. and Ph.D. degrees in Chemistry from Concordia University 
in 1982 and 1986, respectively. After a postdoctoral fellowship at University of Toronto in 
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the Department of Mechanical Engineering, she joined McGill in 1987, and became the 
first female faculty member in the Department of Chemistry.  
 
Prof. Power’s research involved the invention and development of novel imaging platforms 
and their associated instrumentation. Much of her work focused on depth profile imaging 
or tomography of solid biological samples and materials via photoacoustic or photothermal 
spectroscopies, as an alternative to X-ray and ultrasound imaging. Prof. Power designed 
these new platforms by integrating her knowledge of complex optics, skills in mathematical 
modelling, and deep understanding of spectroscopies.   
 
She published 40 peer-reviewed papers, many of them as a single author, and was awarded 
three patents based on her research. These patents have generated worldwide interest as 
they enable new light microscopes for the three-dimensional imaging of biological cells. 
Her layer-by-layer photothermal approach was described as “allowing one to read a book 
without ever opening it”. Her work with Light Profile Microscopy provided the foundations 
for Light Sheet Microscopy, a powerful method that has taken the world of biological 
imaging by storm. Her other contributions included photopyroelectric thin-film 
instrumentation and impulse-response detection.  
 
Prof. Power was a dedicated classroom and undergraduate laboratory instructor. She 
continually tuned her courses in Introductory Analytical Chemistry and Instrumental 
Analysis and taught to many hundreds of students over the years. Amongst her students, 
the course was called “The Power Hour” referring to the rigour that was her trademark. 
She believed that the basics of computer programming were essential for every science 
student and introduced it into her courses in the early days. Her rigorous approach to 
chemometrics and instrumentation design provided these students with a career-long 
foundation in key aspects of chemistry.  
 
We offer our heartfelt condolences to Joan’s family: her father Bernard, her sister Christine, 
and her brothers Mark and Michael.  
 

Senator Eidelman then read the following memorial tribute for Professor Emeritus Orval Mamer, 
which Senate subsequently unanimously approved: 
 

It is with great sadness that we share the news of the passing of Dr. Orval Mamer, Emeritus 
Professor of Medicine at McGill University.  
 
A native of Humboldt, Saskatchewan, Dr. Mamer earned both his Bachelor’s degree, in 
1962, and his PhD, in 1966, from the University of Windsor. He completed postdoctoral 
training at Wayne State University in Detroit and at the National Research Council in 
Ottawa.  
 
Dr. Mamer first joined McGill in 1969 as an Assistant Professor in the Department of 
Medicine and as the Director of the McGill University Biomedical Mass Spectrometry 
Unit. He held many associate memberships across McGill, including in Biomedical 
Engineering, Chemistry, Neurology and Neurosurgery, Nutrition and Food Sciences, the 
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Goodman Cancer Research Centre, as well as at the research institutes of the Montreal 
Children’s Hospital and the Royal Victoria Hospital.  He became a Full Professor of 
Medicine in 1986 and was given emeritus status upon his retirement in 2010.  
 
A pioneer in bringing mass spectrometry to clinical research and practice, Dr. Mamer had 
a major influence on the work of many at McGill. His main research interests included the 
application of mass spectrometry to clinical diagnosis and metabolic profiling, the 
elucidation of pathways of amino and fatty acid metabolism using stable isotope labelling 
and mass spectrometry, and methodologies to enhance detection at low concentrations of 
small molecules, peptides and proteins. He was a major advocate for mass spectrometry 
throughout his career, serving four terms as President of the Canadian Society for Mass 
Spectrometry. In 2009, the Society recognized him with its F.P. Lossing Award in 
recognition of distinguished contributions to mass spectrometry in Canada. 
 
Dr. Mamer enjoyed a reputation as a devoted scientist, and a generous colleague and friend. 
Among his colleagues, he was renowned for creating a unique and welcoming atmosphere 
within the Biomedical Mass Spectrometry Unit. One colleague fondly recalls Dr. Mamer’s 
passion for his family of mass spectrometers, in particular for his first at McGill, his LKB 
9000, as well as his disdain for service contracts, which he found to be costly and required 
service people much less skilled than he in repairing and maintaining his equipment. 
 
Dr. Mamer was a gifted and unique individual who contributed much to McGill as well as 
to the international mass spectrometry community.  
 
We extend our heartfelt condolences to Dr. Mamer’s wife, Jane Montgomery, to his 
children and their partners, to his grandchildren as well as to his other family members, his 
many friends, colleagues and all those whose lives he touched. He will be greatly missed. 
 

3. Report of the Steering Committee (19:20-02) 
 
Senate received the Report of the Steering Committee (19-20:02).  
 
Item 1. Approval of Minutes of Senate – September 18, 2019.  
 
Item 2. Approval of Confidential Session – item IIB7, Report of the Honorary Degrees and 
Convocations Committee (D19-16).  
 
Item 3. Speaking Rights. Upon approval of the report, speaking rights were granted to Dr. Cameron 
Charlebois, Executive Director, Campus Planning and Development / Chair of the Committee on 
Physical Development, for item IIB3.3 (Annual Report of the Committee on Physical 
Development). 
 
Item 4. Approval of the Agenda.  
 
Item 5. Review of Questions and Motions. One question was submitted to the Steering Committee 
for review and was included on the Senate agenda, as amended.   
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Item 6. Discussion on Governance Initiatives within Faculties and Schools. At its September 10, 
2019 meeting, the Steering Committee asked the Secretariat to compile a list of governance-related 
initiatives being developed by faculties/schools, as a follow-up to the open discussion on the report 
of the Principal’s Task Force on Respect and Inclusion in Campus Life in November 2018. A 
request was sent to deans asking them to identify initiatives in their respective faculties and 
schools. A summary of the responses received is included in the report. 
 
Item 7. Approval of Degrees, Certificates and Diplomas for Fall 2019 Convocation.  
 

On a motion duly proposed and seconded, Senate approved the Report of the Steering 
Committee.  
 

4. Business Arising from the September 18, 2019 Senate Minutes 
 
There was none. 
 
5.  Chair’s Remarks 
 
The Chair began her remarks by reporting on government relations. Regarding the Federal election 
held on October 21st, resulting in the Liberals winning a minority government, the Chair indicated 
that McGill would continue to work with the government to advance university priorities. She then 
stated that Quebec rectors met with Minister of Finance, Éric Girard, in the context of a meeting 
of the Bureau de la coopération interuniversitaire (BCI), noting that they discussed the role of 
universities in the social and economic development of Quebec. She reported that the BCI 
reviewed Bill 37 (An Act mainly to establish the Centre d’acquisitions gouvernementales and 
Infrastructures technologiques Québec), introduced by the Quebec Government in mid-September 
to centralize procurement for the Government of Quebec (which includes organizations in the 
Health and Education sectors such as universities). She explained that the BCI concluded that Bill 
37 is not well adapted for application to purchases in a university setting and would create 
unnecessary bureaucracy. She informed Senators that the BCI was invited to appear before the 
Commission des finances publiques on October 29th to discuss its views. 
 
The Chair then spoke about university rankings, reminding Senators that rankings are not scientific 
and are an imperfect measurement. She stated that McGill was ranked Canada’s top 
medical/doctoral university for the 15th year in a row by Maclean’s University Rankings and noted 
that the University ranked as number one in several of the ranking’s indicators (Student Awards; 
Social Sciences & Humanities Grants; Library Acquisitions; and Scholarships and Bursaries). 
 
Regarding external relations, the Chair spoke about her participation at the annual fall meeting of 
the Association of American Universities (AAU). She mentioned that several topics were 
discussed, including cybersecurity, protection of intellectual property and the role of universities 
in social mobility.  
 
The Chair then spoke about Homecoming, noting that during Homecoming McGill unveiled a $2B 
fundraising campaign designed to propel McGill into its third century. She reported  that the 
campaign was being co-chaired by Mr. Garvin Brown, Mr. Claude Généreux, and Ms. Marcia 



Senate – Minutes of the meeting of October 23, 2019 

 

Page 6 of 14 

 

Moffat and that Mr. John McCall MacBain was named Honorary Campaign Chair. She stated that 
the funds raised would be directed to four key areas (opportunities that open doors; education that 
shapes future-ready students; research that changes lives; and innovation that drives progress) and 
that an additional envelope will be earmarked for capital projects. The Chair then mentioned that 
Dr. Jane Goodall delivered the 2019 Beatty Lecture and was awarded an honorary degree during 
a special ceremony prior to the event. Finally, she reported that the World Bank President, David 
Malpass, delivered a speech at McGill on October 7th on the topic of “Securing Good Development 
Outcomes: Global Growth Challenges and Opportunities.” 
 
The Chair reminded Senators that Fall Convocation was taking place on October 29, 2019 at Place 
des Arts. She noted that Mr. Irving Ludmer and Mr. Stuart (Kip) Cobbett would receive honorary 
degrees and encouraged all Senators to participate and join in congratulating the graduating class.  
 
Regarding senior administration, the Chair announced that McGill’s Board of Governors approved 
the reappointment of Professor Christopher Manfredi as Provost and Vice-Principal (Academic), 
noting that his second five-year term will begin on July 1, 2020, and end on June 30, 2025. She 
congratulated Senator Manfredi and thanked him for his willingness to serve another term 
[applause].  
 
The Chair concluded her remarks by giving highlights of the kudos circulated prior to the meeting. 
She reported that McGill was well represented at the annual Forces AVENIR Gala, noting that 
McGill Biochemistry student, Sanchit Gupta, won first place in the undergraduate category for his 
work on diverting excess food to people in need and that the student-led “Monthly Dignity” 
initiative won in the Mutual Aid, Peace and Justice category. She then shared that the McGill 
Sustainability Projects Fund celebrated its ten-year anniversary and thanked all students involved 
in the creation and management of the Fund, as well as Senator Nicell and Mr. Francois Miller for 
their leadership and guidance. The Chair also congratulated Professor Claudia Mitchell (Faculty 
of Education) on being awarded the Prix du Québec (Léon-Gérin Prize).  
 
The Chair then called on the Secretary-General to speak to the 2019 Centraide campaign, which 
she is co-chairing with Senator Leckey. The Secretary-General informed Senators of the 
campaign’s goal of raising $425K and encouraged Senators to participate in the fundraising events 
that were being held across the University.  
 
SECTION II 

 
Part "A" – Questions and Motions by Members 
 

1. Question Regarding the “Made by McGill” Campaign and its Impact on McGill 
Student Services 
 

Senators Mecabô, Kafato and Duckett submitted the following question: 
 

On September 26th, 2019, McGill launched a bold $2-billion fundraising campaign named 
“Made by McGill: the Campaign for Our Third Century,” aiming to encourage  thousands 
of alumni and donors around the world to support McGill’s mission of teaching, research 
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and service to society. The $2-billion amount to be raised is to be distributed to four priority 
key areas suggested by the university: $600 million towards increased bursaries and 
scholarships, $250 million towards funding hands-on experiences for students, $750 
million towards research, $100 million for seed funding innovative faculty projects, and 
another $300 million to support facility expansion.1 
 
If donors were to strictly follow these suggested donation destinations, it seems that none 
of the funds would be allocated to Student Services. Of course, individual donors can still 
designate their gifts to Student Services by selecting it as their “area of support” on the 
McGill Giving webpage,2 but it seems unlikely that donors would help McGill achieve its 
fundraising goals while going against the university’s own prioritization and indication of 
areas of need. The lack of McGill funding to the Student Services unit, which is essential 
to student well-being and inclusion, has been increasingly criticized by the McGill 
community since the Coordinating Committee on Student Services (CCSS), a former 
McGill Senate parity committee, lost direct oversight of McGill’s student services in 
2007.3 

 
To give one specific example, Psychiatric Services, now part of the Student Wellness Hub, 
within McGill Student Services, could certainly use donations – even a director of McGill 
Mental Health Services for 15 years,4 echoed by a significant portion of the student body,5 
has repeatedly voiced concerns about the deterioration of these services on campus. 
 
Student Services as a whole is a “self-funded unit” that, for fiscal year 2019 (FY2019), had 
a budget of $12,226,415.6 Only roughly 0.03% ($4,000) of this amount comes from gifts 
and bequests. To illustrate the impact donations could have on Student Services, consider 
the following: all else equal, a substantial increase of 25% to Student Services’ annual 
budget, to $15,283,019, could be funded for about 33 years (a third of our entire third 
century) with only 5% of the funds the “Made by McGill” campaign intends to raise. 
 
Dismally, however, in FY2019, Student Services had a total accumulated deficit of 
$701,964. Overhead charges paid back to McGill University itself represent over half of 
this deficit.  
 
Motivated by the fact that Senate is the main advisory body to the Executive Director, 
Services for Students, through its Committee on Student Services (CSS), and that the 
university’s core academic mission cannot be carried into its third century if students are 

                                                           
1 “McGill launches $2-billion fundraising campaign,” The McGill Reporter, September 26, 2019. Accessed on October 1st, 2019 at 

https://reporter.mcgill.ca/mcgill-launches-2-billion-fundraising-campaign/ 
2 “Give now,” McGill Giving, accessed on October 10th, 2019 at https://giving.mcgill.ca/. 
3 Jasinski, Nicholas. “A utilitarian approach to student wellbeing,” The McGill Tribune, April 11th, 2017, accessed on October 1st, 2019 at 

http://mcgilltribune.com/utilitarian-approach/. 
4 Letter from Norman Hoffman, former director of McGill Mental Health Services, to Principal and Vice-Chancellor Suzanne Fortier, dated 

December 16th, 2017. Accessed on October 1st, 2019 at http://bit.do/letter_hoffman. 
5 There are myriad documented sources of evidence of student concern regarding the funding and structure of Psychiatric Services. See, for example, 

The McGill Daily’s “Inadequate care prompts petition” (2017), “Navigating mental health at McGill” (2018), “Mental Health is Health” (2019), 
“I Am Not Your Canary” (2019) and The McGill Tribune’s “Accessible care or adequate care” (2017), “I don’t want to rent a lamp” (2019) and 
“There’s a level of trust that isn’t there” (2019). 

6 “Student Services Budget,” McGill University Student Services, accessed on October 1, 2019 at https://www.mcgill.ca/studentservices/about-
us/budget. 

https://reporter.mcgill.ca/mcgill-launches-2-billion-fundraising-campaign/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=what%27snewstudents-September-29&utm_source=Envoke-Student---Language-Unkn&utm_keyword=McGill-launches-fundraising-ca
https://giving.mcgill.ca/
http://mcgilltribune.com/utilitarian-approach/
http://bit.do/letter_hoffman
https://www.mcgilldaily.com/2017/04/inadequate-care-prompts-petition/
https://www.mcgilldaily.com/2018/09/navigating-mental-health/
https://www.mcgilldaily.com/2019/02/mental-health-is-health/
https://www.mcgilldaily.com/2019/09/i-am-not-your-canary/
http://www.mcgilltribune.com/opinion/eating-disorders-accessible-or-adequate-care-0926/
http://www.mcgilltribune.com/opinion/dont-want-rent-lamp-need-see-therapist-0502/
http://mcgilltribune.com/trust-isnt-there/
https://www.mcgill.ca/studentservices/about-us/budget
https://www.mcgill.ca/studentservices/about-us/budget


Senate – Minutes of the meeting of October 23, 2019 

 

Page 8 of 14 

 

not properly supported in keeping up with the pace of their academic lives, we ask the 
questions below: 
 

How was the prioritization of funds to be raised by the “Made by McGill” campaign 
set? 
 
Do Student Services fall directly and clearly under any of the campaign’s 
fundraising priorities? If not, how could we properly motivate donors to consider 
Student Services as a destination of their gifts, ensuring the unit gets a piece of the 
“Made by McGill” pie, given the necessity of these funds and the substantial impact 
a minimal part of these funds would have on its budget? Would it be possible to 
include Student Services as one of the publicly stated priority areas the campaign 
focuses on? 
 
What is the current progress towards the $2-billion target and, should the campaign 
achieve and surpass it, could a portion of “additional” funds received be reallocated 
to Student Services as a priority? 

 
Senator Weinstein provided the following written response prior to the Senate meeting: 
 

Thank you for your questions.  
 
The leadership and staff at University Advancement certainly understand the urgency to 
improve Student Services on our two campuses and recognize the role that philanthropic 
support can play in bridging existing gaps. As such, the need to raise support for Student 
Services was indeed accounted for during the prioritization of Campaign funding 
objectives, an exercise that was undertaken in partnership with the Principal, the Provost 
and Deans, and was based on a thorough review of McGill’s needs and priorities. 
 
Support for Student Services as a Campaign priority falls under the Education that Shapes 
Future-Ready Students campaign pillar, to which a $250-million target has been attached. 
In fact, within the University Case for Support, published in concert with the Campaign 
launch and available for download on the University’s campaign web site 
(giving.mcgill.ca) this is documented as a sub-section of needs called Enriching Support 
Programs. This section references specific funding related to enhanced student advising, 
expanded career services and mentorship, and student health and wellness initiatives, with 
a special focus on traditionally under-served communities. 
 
As we launch the public phase of Made by McGill: The Campaign for Our Third Century, 
the UA fundraising team is actively building the case for enhanced student services with 
alumni and prospective donors with whom we meet, and we are putting proposals together 
where we think there might be a good match. 
 
And indeed we have seen some tremendous successes to date with this approach. During 
the silent phase of the campaign, dating back to 2014, the UA team has already raised close 
to $11 million from donors to support various initiatives within the Student Support area, 
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including notable gifts to improve mental health and wellness through McGill’s new 
Student Wellness Hub and other Faculty-based wellness initiatives; additional gifts have 
gone to bolster career advising and to support professional development opportunities for 
students. 
 
At McGill, we are fortunate to be able to count on the support of a generous community of 
alumni and donors, and we are cautiously optimistic that we will reach and perhaps even 
exceed our $2-billion target. That said, it must be noted that the targets outlined at the 
Campaign launch for each fundraising pillar are aspirational; though they help guide the 
development team in its efforts to secure philanthropic funds for key areas of need, all gifts 
made to the University are designated to the areas or causes specified by our donors, 
including any funds that may exceed our initial campaign target. 

 
As a supplemental question, Senator Mecabô asked how the University would ensure that student 
health and well-being was portrayed as a priority during the campaign. Senator Weinstein stated 
that in the silent phase of the campaign, over $11M was raised for student wellness and mental 
health services. He emphasized that University Advancement works with donors who are 
interested in this area, such as the Rossy Family Foundation and Gisele and Neil Murdoch, to 
identify opportunities. Senator Weinstein also indicated that donations for this category could be 
made online on the campaign website and work is being done to sensitize the community to this 
matter. Senator Mecabô suggested making this option more accessible on the website and asked 
whether the gift from the Rossy Family Foundation was given directly to Student Services or to 
the University. Senator Weinstein noted the suggestion and stated that University Advancement 
would consider ways of promoting student health and wellness for McGill’s annual giving day in 
March. Senator Labeau indicated that the gift from the Rossy Family Foundation was not listed as 
a gift under the Student Services Budget as it was transferred to its operating budget. He offered 
to discuss this matter further at an upcoming meeting of the Committee on Student Services.  
 
Part "B" – Motions and Reports from Organs of University Government 
  
Open Session 
 
1. 494th Report of the Academic Policy Committee (D19-09) 

 
Senator Manfredi presented this report for Senate’s consideration.  
 

On a motion duly proposed and seconded, Senate approved the proposed Professional 
Development Certificate in Collaboration and Productivity Development (22-25 CEUs). 
 
On a motion duly proposed and seconded, Senate approved and recommended to the Board 
of Governors for approval the establishment of a permanent Department of Emergency 
Medicine. 
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2. Report of the Senate Nominating Committee (D19-10) 
 

Senator Manfredi presented this report for Senate’s consideration. He explained that the Report 
contained recommendations to fill vacancies on various Senate standing committees and 
committees arising from University regulations. 
 

On a motion duly proposed and seconded, Senate approved the recommendations 
contained in the Report of the Senate Nominating Committee (D19-10). 

 
3. Annual Reports (2018-19) 
 
3.1 Code of Student Conduct and Disciplinary Procedures (D19-11) 
 
Senator Buddle presented this report for Senate’s information, in accordance with the Code of 
Student Conduct and Disciplinary Procedures (the Code). He highlighted that there were 222 cases 
in 2018-19 (similar to previous years), noting that the majority of academic offences were 
plagiarism and non-academic offences, based on article 10 of the Code (physical abuses, 
harassment and dangerous activity). Senator Buddle also provided a breakdown of cases by 
faculty/unit. The Chair suggested that next year’s report include normalized data to draw 
comparisons as one would expect that larger faculties would have more cases. 
 
Senator Tessier asked if assistance is provided to students whose first language is not English. 
Senator Buddle responded that students are informed of their right to an Advisor and are often 
referred to the Student Advocacy office of the Legal Information Clinic. He noted that the Office 
of the Dean of Students will work to accommodate students with specific needs on a case-by-case 
basis.  
 
Senator Harpp asked about the difference between an admonishment and a reprimand. Senator 
Buddle explained that both are formal findings of responsibility but an admonishment does not 
result in a disciplinary record while a reprimand does. He mentioned that disciplinary records do 
not appear on transcripts but are held by the Office of the Dean of Students and are only disclosed 
with permission of the student.  
 
Senator Wilson asked for more information on the training provided to Disciplinary Officers. 
Senator Buddle responded that there is an annual training session and if needed, additional half-
day training sessions could be added. He mentioned that topics covered vary from year to year. 
For example, he mentioned that this year’s topics included confidentiality and the role of 
Disciplinary Officers in cases of sexual violence and in delivering sanctions under the Policy 
against Sexual Violence. 
 
Senator Tessier asked for further details on the increase in appeals of Disciplinary Officer 
dispositions and the reasons many are withdrawn. Senator Buddle expressed that students often 
appeal if they believe the process was unfair or the sanction too harsh. He explained that many 
appeals are withdrawn when students leave the University or, upon further reflection, feel there is 
no need to proceed.  
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In response to Senator Mecabô’s question on whether all allegations handled locally within a given 
faculty are included in the report, Senator Buddle clarified that the statistics provided are 
University-wide and stressed that professors and faculties should not be addressing these issues on 
their own but reporting them to a Disciplinary Officer for investigation.  
 
3.2 University Advancement (D19-12) 
 
Senator Weinstein presented this report for Senate’s information. He showed to Senate a brief 
video,  Made by McGill: The Campaign for our Third Century, which was launched during 
Homecoming. He spoke to the four pillars mentioned by the Principal in her remarks, the four 
grand challenges (revolutionizing neuroscience, transforming lives; environmental sustainability; 
MI4: the McGill Interdisciplinary Initiative in Infection and Immunity; and leading AI and Data 
Science) and the five aspirational objectives (raise $2B in gifts and pledges; increase alumni 
engagement; raise the bar in annual giving; increase endowment; and enhance McGill’s global 
reputation). He highlighted that $1.1B had been raised to date (the silent phase of the campaign 
started in FY14). He stated that, on average, 40% of gifts are from Quebec donors, 20-25% from 
the rest of Canada and the remaining are from the international community.  
 
Senator Richard commented that it was difficult to find information on the campaign website with 
respect to supporting Indigenous education and suggested updating the website to make this area 
more accessible and transparent to potential donors. Senator Weinstein thanked Senator Richard 
for his input and agreed to review his comments with the Provost and Vice-Principal (Academic), 
who was working on updating the information provided. He stressed that the campaign is an 
iterative process and would be ongoing for at least another five years.  
 
Senator Mecabô reiterated his view that student health and wellness should be presented as a 
priority and asked what measures could be taken to prioritize it. . Senator Weinstein explained that 
University Advancement works with Primary Gift Donors who express interest in this area and, 
for the broader base, there are different tools that could be used. He encouraged the student 
associations to get involved with University Advancement to work on promoting this category. 
Regarding the Fiscal Year 2019 end of year review, Senator Duckett asked if the $200M donation 
from John and Marcy McCall MacBain was included in the statistics. Mr. Weinstein responded in 
the affirmative, noting that the large donation skews the data for FY19. In response to Senator 
Lametti’s question on what portion of donations are small donations, Senator Weinstein stated that 
70% of donations are from individuals at all levels. [Secretary’s Note: As an example, University 
Advancement indicated that in FY19, 25,523 donations under $1,000 were made for a total of 
$4.1M.] 
 
Senator Nystrom commented that the Sackler Foundation is a member of the James McGill Circle 
and included on the donor wall in the corridor connecting the Leacock Building to the McCall 
MacBain Arts Building. He stated that the University has not accepted any donations from the 
Sackler Foundation since 2016 and expressed that the University should have stopped accepting 
donations from the Foundation after 2007 (when Purdue Pharma, the pharmaceutical company 
owned by the Sackler family, pled guilty to U.S. federal charges of misleading the public about 
the dangers of the painkiller OxyContin). In light of legal cases against Purdue Pharma and action 
on the part of others to break ties with the Sacklers, Senator Nystrom asked if due diligence is 
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conducted before accepting large gifts. Senator Weinstein confirmed that there is a process in place 
involving Legal Services and a gift compliance unit within University Advancement. He stressed 
that while the due diligence process is robust, it is carried out within a certain period of time. 
Decisions to accept a donation cannot take into account future activities of donors, which are not 
possible to predict.  
 
Senator Kemeni noted that supporting diverse, outstanding students is listed as one of the impacts 
of raising $2B and asked if discussions were being held with respect to the retention of diverse 
students, especially racialized students. Senator Weinstein responded that this would relate to 
services for students, advising and mentoring; although, no conversations on this specific matter 
were held to date. Senator Labeau added that one of the priorities for Student Services is to enhance 
retention services for underrepresented groups, highlighting that the work is ongoing in this area 
and is undertaken in collaboration with the Associate Provost (Equity and Academic Policies). 
 
Senators Dworek and Wilson asked if a decision not to divest from the fossil fuel industry would 
impact the fundraising campaign. The Chair highlighted that donors could direct their funds to the 
fossil fuel free investment fund within the endowment and noted that the majority of McGill’s 
investments are managed by investment managers who adhere to environmental, social and 
governance (ESG) policies and/or are signatories of the United Nations Principles for Responsible 
Investment (UNPRI). Senator Weinstein added that University Advancement is sensitive to this 
issue but there was no clear response as opinions on this matter differ. In response to Senator 
Dworek’s question on whether McGill would accept donations from the fossil fuel industry, 
Senator Weinstein stated that it would be difficult to provide a response as there are several 
considerations that would need to be taken into account.   
 
3.3 Senate Committee on Physical Development (D19-13) 
 
Dr. Charlebois presented this report for Senate’s information, in accordance with the terms of 
reference of the Senate Committee on Physical Development. He highlighted that the Committee 
discussed several major planning initiatives, including the New Vic Project, the University Master 
Plan and Fiat Lux. He noted that the Committee also discussed major infrastructure and deferred 
maintenance projects and received regular reports from various units, including the Macdonald 
Campus Physical Facilities Committee. 
 
Senator Dworek asked how deferred maintenance funds are distributed. Dr. Charlebois explained 
that the deferred maintenance program is based on urgency, noting that priority is generally given 
when there are safety concerns with a building. In response to Senator Dworek’s question 
regarding timelines of projects, Dr. Charlebois explained that the University gives its best efforts 
to complete projects in a timely manner but there are several elements that may cause delays, such 
as the market for provision of services, procurement issues, and changing priorities. 
 
Senator Bonneau asked if the environmental impact of projects could be indicated in future reports. 
Dr. Charlebois noted the suggestion and confirmed that every construction and renovation project 
at McGill must respect the University's Environmental Policy and other institutional standards. 
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In response to a question by Senator Hastings on whether the vision for the New Vic Project had 
changed, Dr. Charlebois responded in the negative. 
 
With respect to the University Master Plan, Senator Lametti noted that certain McGill buildings 
would be released and asked about the consultation process. Dr. Charlebois clarified that certain 
buildings would ultimately not be released and noted that, when that stage of the process is reached, 
consultations would be held with users of the buildings and alternate space would be provided to 
accommodate users. 
 
In response to a comment raised by Senator Elbourne about the impact that the distance of the 
offsite storage site would have on the timely delivery of library books to users, Dr. Charlebois 
confirmed that it would not impact the delivery times of books. 
 
Senator Robaire asked for an update on the timeline of the Powell Site Redevelopment. 
Dr. Charlebois indicated that an initial space program was discussed with several departments 
within the Faculty of Medicine, but discussions had now been expanded to include the Faculty of 
Science and the Faculty of Engineering as the intention is to have shared use of certain facilities 
in Stewart and Powell. 
 
Senator Kemeni asked if the Office for Students with Disabilities (OSD) is consulted on 
accessibility issues during construction and renovation projects. Dr. Charlebois responded that he 
was unaware of the extent of any such consultations and agreed to ask the Associate Vice-Principal 
(Facilities Management and Ancillary Services) for a response.  
 
[Secretary’s Note: Mr. Robert Couvrette, Associate Vice-Principal (Facilities Management and 
Ancillary Services), confirmed that Facilities Management and Ancillary Services consults with 
the OSD when establishing the design and construction standards. During construction projects, 
universal access standards are followed and project managers consult further with the OSD on 
accessibility-related matters on projects, as needed. The OSD also has representation on the 
Construction Safety Working Group, which meets regularly to ensure safety and accessibility 
across exterior spaces on campus.] 
 
4. Report from the Board of Governors to Senate (D19-14) 
 
Senator Zorychta presented this report for Senate’s information. The Report provided an overview 
of matters considered by the Board on May 23 and October 3, 2019 as well as the Executive 
Committee of the Board on May 14, June 20, July 29, August 27 and September 30, 2019. Senator 
Zorychta highlighted some of the items approved by the Board and the Executive Committee, such 
as the reappointment of Senator Manfredi as Provost and Vice-Principal (Academic), the 
appointments of Senator Labeau as Deputy Provost (Student Life and Learning) and of Professor 
Patricia Hewlin as the Ombudsperson for Students, as well as various research grants, construction 
projects and the McGill University Master Plan. 
 
Senator Wilson expressed concern over the grant agreement with the United States Department of 
Defense and asked for details regarding the Board’s consideration of this item. Senator Zorychta 
explained that the United States Department of Defense funds a wide range of initiatives and most 
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universities are willing to accept the funds when there is a humanitarian benefit. She noted that in 
this case, the grant concerned research related to eye injuries, which are suffered by civilians as 
well as military personnel.  
 
5. Notice of the Joint Board-Senate Meeting: November 14, 2019 (D19-15) 
 
In accordance with the Statutes of McGill University, the Board of Governors and the Senate meet 
on an annual basis. The Secretary-General reminded Senators that this year’s joint meeting would 
take place on Thursday, November 14, 2019, in the Faculty Club. She noted that the topic of the 
meeting is “How can McGill be a Model of an Open, Connected and Purposeful University?” and 
encouraged Senators to participate. 
 
6. Other Business  
 
There being no other business to deal with, Senate moved into confidential session to receive the 
Report of the Honorary Degrees and Convocations Committee. 
 
Confidential Session 
 
7. Report of the Honorary Degrees and Convocations Committee (D19-16) 
   
Senate moved into confidential session to review the Report of the Honorary Degrees and 
Convocations Committee (this minute is approved by the Senate Steering Committee and is not 
published or circulated, but is attached to the permanent minutes of Senate as Appendix A).  
 
There being no other business to deal with, on a motion duly proposed and seconded, the meeting 
ended at 4:45 p.m. 
 
END 
 
The complete documents, including presentations at Senate, are kept as part of the official minutes. 


