
 

 

 

 

   
Minutes of the meeting of Senate held on Wednesday, November 20, 2019 at 2:30 p.m. in the 
Robert Vogel Council Room (Room 232, Leacock Building) 

PRESENT
 
Animesh, Animesh 
Arseneault, Louis 
Bajeux-Besnainou, Isabelle 
Bede, Jacqueline 
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Bernard, Daniel 
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Buddle, Christopher 
Buraga, Bryan 
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Dorval Courchesne, 
Noémie-Manuelle 
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Eidelman, David 
Elbourne, Elizabeth 
Emami, Elham 
Eperjesi, Debbie 
Fortier, Suzanne 
Geitmann, Anja 
Gonnerman, Laura 
Grütter, Peter 

Harpp, David 
Hébert, Terry 
Hurtubise, Jacques 
Kamen, Amine 
Kemme, Bettina 
Komarova, Svetlana 
Lach, Lucyna 
Larson, Erik 
Laywine, Alison 
Lennox, Bruce 
Maioni, Antonia 
Manfredi, Christopher 
McCullogh, Mary Jo 
McKenzie, Jeffrey 
Mecabô, Henrique 
Mikkelson, Gregory 
Nalbantoglu, Josephine 
Nicell, Jim 
Nilson, Laura 
Nycum, Gillian 
Nystrom, Derek 
Quitoriano, Nathaniel 
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Richard, Marc 

Riches, Caroline 
Rogers, Dakota  
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Sekhon, Harmehr 
Shor, Eran 
Shrier, Alvin 
Sinacore, Ada 
Sladek, Robert 
Snider, Laurie 
Starr, Lisa 
Stephens, David 
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Waters, Natalie 
Weil, Carola 
Weinstein, Marc 
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Xiang, Lucille 
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REGRETS: Bob Babinski, Yves Beauchamp, Avery Bonair-Cyrus, Martha Crago, Nikulas 
Dworek, Gael Eakin, Eleanor Elstein, Jim Engle-Warnick, Michael Fronda, Jeremy Garneau, 
Joseph Hakim, Kenneth Hastings, Julia Kafato, Chloe Kemeni, Fabrice Labeau, André Lametti, 
Robert Leckey, Odile Liboiron-Ladouceur, Rod Louisa, Michael Meighen, Momar Ndao, Ronald 
Niezen, Ram Panda, Dilson Rassier, Bernard Robaire, Jennifer Ronholm, Geneviève Saumier, 
Henri Schoucair, Tabitha Sparks, Stefano Stifani, Adrienne Tessier, David Theodore, Maria 
Tippler, Michel Tremblay, Tracy Webb, Mu Rong Yang, Sameer Zuberi. 
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SECTION I  
 
1. Welcoming Remarks 
 
The Chair welcomed Senators to the third Senate meeting of the 2019-2020 governance year.  She 
reminded Senators, guests and spectators that the use of electronic devices is permitted for viewing 
meeting documents, but that the Senate Standing Rules of Procedure prohibit the recording of 
sound or images, as well as the communication or posting of Senate deliberations. She also 
mentioned that the Senate meeting was being livestreamed and that the recording would be 
accessible until the approval of the meeting minutes at the subsequent meeting. 
 
2. Memorial Tributes for Professors Doreen Starke-Meyerring and Margaret Gillett 
 
Senator Starr read the following memorial tribute for Professor Doreen Starke-Meyerring, which 
Senate subsequently unanimously approved: 

 
It is with great sorrow that we pay memorial tribute to Dr. Doreen Starke-Meyerring, 
Associate Professor within the Faculty of Education’s Department of Integrated Studies in 
Education. Doreen passed away on July 13th, due to a medical condition, while travelling 
in Germany.  
 
Doreen’s career centred on the topics of literacies, rhetoric, writing, and discourse in 
academic, workplace and public contexts. More recently, her research focused on doctoral 
writing, where she made important contributions in the realm of digital literacy.  
 
Doreen was a dedicated educator and graduate supervisor. Her students lauded her as 
thought-provoking, methodic, spirited and compassionate. Extremely supportive of her 
students, Doreen often took up their challenges and strongly advocated for doctoral 
candidates throughout the dissertation process. 
 
As a colleague, Doreen had a positive impact on our academic team, inspiring us with her 
steadfast democratic principles, her commitment to social justice, and her generosity of 
spirit.   

 
On behalf of the Faculty of Education, and the Department of Integrated Studies in 
Education, we extend our deepest condolences to the families, friends, colleagues, and 
former students of Dr. Doreen Starke-Meyerring. May we honour her by continuing the 
work she started, to better humankind through higher learning and advocacy. 

 
Senator Starr then read the following memorial tribute for Professor Emerita Margaret Gillett, 
which Senate subsequently unanimously approved: 

 
We are sadly mourning the loss of Professor Emerita Margaret Gillett, who passed away 
on October 19th. A McGill Education faculty member since 1964 to 1995, Dr. Gillett played 
a key role in developing a graduate program in feminist research and founded the McGill 
Journal of Education, which she brought to an international level as Editor. In 1982, 
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Dr. Gillett was appointed to the position of the endowed chair William C. Macdonald 
Professor of Education. A recipient of numerous awards, Dr. Gillett was honoured for her 
outstanding contributions to society regarding equality for women and furthering the 
understanding of issues concerning gender. 
 
On behalf of the Faculty of Education, and the Department of Integrated Studies in 
Education, we extend our deepest condolences to the families, friends, colleagues, and 
former students of Dr. Margaret Gillett. May we honour her by continuing the work she 
started, to better humankind through higher learning and advocacy. 
 

3. Report of the Steering Committee (19:20-03) 
 
Senate received the Report of the Steering Committee (19-20:03).  
 
Item 1. Approval of Minutes of Senate – October 23, 2019.  
 
Item 2. Approval of Confidential Minutes – October 23, 2019. 
 
Item 3. Approval of Agenda.  
 
Item 4. Review of Questions and Motions. One question was submitted to the Steering Committee 
for review and was included on the Senate agenda.   

 
The Secretary-General informed Senators of a few minor amendments to the minutes that were 
requested prior to the meeting and of the Steering Committee’s recommendation that speaking 
rights be granted to Ms. Bonnie King, Senior Policy Advisor, University Advancement, for item 
IIB4 (Proposed Revisions to the Policy Related to the Naming of University Assets). 

 
On a motion duly proposed and seconded, Senate approved the Report of the Steering 
Committee, as presented.  
 

4. Business Arising from the October 23, 2019 Senate Minutes 
 
There was none. 
 
5.  Chair’s Remarks 
 
The Chair began her remarks by reporting that, further to the rising tensions in Hong Kong, McGill 
contacted its 22 exchange students. She confirmed that they were all safe, noting that some opted 
to return to their home countries while others elected to stay in Hong Kong. She indicated that 
arrangements would be made by the host institutions to allow the students to complete their 
programs remotely. 
 
The Chair then reported on government relations. At the federal level, she mentioned that McGill 
alumni figure prominently in the new federal cabinet, noting the appointments of Marc Miller 
(Minister of Indigenous Services), David Lametti (Justice Minister and Attorney General), and 
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Catherine McKenna (Minister for Infrastructure and Communities). The Chair then spoke about 
her meeting with Manon Brassard, Deputy Minister and President of the Economic Development 
Agency for Canada. She noted that Deputy Minister Brassard was particularly interested in 
McGill’s role in the innovation ecosystem, the New Vic project and the Bensadoun School of 
Retail Management. The Chair also mentioned that she, along with executives of the U15, recently 
attended meetings in Ottawa with the Deputy Minister of Finance, the Deputy Minister Innovation, 
Science and Economic Development Canada and the Deputy Minister of Environment. At the 
provincial level, the Chair reported that the Quebec government’s effort to reform the Programme 
de l’expérience québécoise (PEQ) has received significant media coverage. She noted that further 
to public pressure from universities and other groups, the government has temporarily suspended 
the proposed changes to the PEQ and agreed to consult universities and the business community 
on this matter. Regarding Bill 37, An Act mainly to establish the Centre d’acquisitions 
gouvernementales and Infrastructures technologiques Québec, the Chair indicated that a 
delegation from the Bureau de coopération interuniversitaire (which included Senator 
Beauchamp) appeared before the Commission des finances publiques to discuss the Bill. Finally, 
the Chair spoke about her meeting with the Minister Responsible for the Metropolis and the 
Montréal Region, Chantal Rouleau, noting discussions focused on the New Vic project, the zones 
d’innovation and McGill’s Bicentennial celebrations. 
 
Regarding external relations, the Chair spoke about her participation at the World Economic 
Forum’s annual meeting of the Global Future Councils, noting that she is co-chair of the Global 
Future Council on the New Education and Work Agenda.  
 
Regarding community relations, she shared that, further to a generous donation from the Doggone 
Foundation, the Ingram School of Nursing, in partnership with Teaching and Learning Services, 
is creating the province’s first online Bachelor of Nursing program. She then mentioned that the 
grand prize winner of the Cundill History Prize was Julia Lovell for the book Maoism: A Global 
History. 

 
The Chair concluded her remarks by giving highlights of the kudos circulated prior to the meeting. 
She congratulated Dr. Gerald Batist (Director of the Segal Cancer Centre and Deputy Director of 
the Lady Davis Institute at the Jewish General Hospital) on receiving the 2019 Award for 
Exceptional Leadership in Cancer Research from the Canadian Cancer Research Alliance 
(CCRA). She also congratulated Professors Daryl Haggard and Simon Caron-Huot (Department 
of Physics) who were honoured by the Breakthrough Prize Foundation and Professor Lara Khoury 
(Faculty of Law) on receiving the Barreau du Québec’s Advocatus Emeritus (Ad. E.) designation. 
The Chair then congratulated and thanked the Book Fair volunteers, noting that the annual book 
sale at Redpath Hall has raised nearly $2M for student scholarships and bursaries since 1975. The 
Chair then shared that four McGill graduates were inducted into the Canadian Olympic Hall of 
Fame as members of the 2010 Vancouver Olympic women's hockey team: Catherine Ward 
(B.Com '09), Charline Labonté (B.Ed '11, M.SportPsych '15), Kim St. Pierre (B.Kin '04), and 
Martlets coach Peter Smith (B.Ed '79, M.SportPsych '86). Finally, she mentioned that the 
Desautels Faculty of Management, in collaboration with RBC Future Launch and The Globe and 
Mail, launched Personal Finance Essentials, a free online course to make personal financial literacy 
education accessible to all Canadians.  
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The Chair then opened the floor to questions and comments. Senator Hébert expressed his 
disappointment that the new federal cabinet no longer included a science minister. 
 
SECTION II 

 
Part "A" – Questions and Motions by Members 
 

1. Question Regarding the Use of University Facilities by External Organizations and 
Individuals 
 

Senator Tessier submitted the following question: 
 

On September 29th, 2019, Maxime Bernier spoke at Mohawk College in Hamilton, Ontario. 
While there, Bernier, two candidates from the People’s Party of Canada, and American 
political commentator Dave Rubin spoke of repealing the Multiculturalism Act, and 
reducing immigration to Canada. 
 
Mohawk College has been criticized for renting space to the event. In response, a 
spokesperson said to CBC that, the space that's being used is space that's rented to the 
public regularly and the party is a party that's part of the federal political dialogue right 
now. We're not endorsing anybody when we rent our space.” 
 
McGill’s Policy on Discrimination and Harassment Prohibited by Law (“Policy”) defines 
“discrimination” as “any action, behaviour, or decision based on race, colour, sex 
(including gender identity), pregnancy, sexual orientation, civil status, age (except as 
provided by law), religion, political conviction, language, ethnic or national origin, social 
condition, a disability or the use of any means to palliate a disability which results in the 
exclusion or preference of an individual or group within the University community.” The 
policy applies to all members of the University community, and “includes both the actions 
of individual members of the University and systemic institutional practices and policies 
of the University.” 
 
Arguably, as an action of a university staff member, renting space to a group that espouses 
anti-immigrant rhetoric, or other discriminatory views, is contrary to the policy.  
 
Does McGill have a policy on the use of university facilities by external organizations or 
individuals, that espouse views that may violate the dignity of members of the university 
community? 
 
If no such policy exists, does McGill have a procedure for screening external organizations 
or individuals who rent university facilities? What would the procedure be for creating 
such a policy? 
 

Senator Manfredi provided the following written response prior to the Senate meeting: 
 
 

https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/hamilton/mohawk-bernier-violent-clashes-1.5302342
https://www.mcgill.ca/secretariat/files/secretariat/policy_on_harassment_and_discrimination.pdf


Senate – Minutes of the meeting of November 20, 2019 

 

Page 6 of 10 

 

No policy at the University addresses this specific issue. Requests to book McGill venues 
by members of the McGill community or the community at large are made through the 
Events Bookings staff: https://mcgill.ca/eventsbookings/apply. 
 
McGill is committed to upholding the rights of all to freedom of expression, as well as the 
academic freedom of members of its internal academic community. In general, decisions 
about permitting the use or rental of space are content neutral. 
 
With respect to venue bookings by members of the McGill community, the University 
administration does not screen prospective speakers with a view to potentially barring them 
from being present or speaking on campus when they are speaking by invitation. 
 
Applications from individuals or groups external to McGill with whom the events booking 
staff has no previous experience are referred to the Office of Provost to review whether 
hosting this individual or group poses a material or reputational risk to the University. The 
University administration will intervene to prevent an external individual or group from 
booking a McGill venue only where it is foreseeable that the event in question will occasion 
unlawful speech (e.g., hate speech, as defined by law) or pose a threat to physical security. 
 
McGill’s recognition of the rights of individuals and groups to express views that may be 
perceived by some as hurtful or offensive does not derogate from its overarching 
commitment to equity, diversity, and inclusion on our campus. 

 
Senator Wilson, on behalf of Senator Tessier, asked if a policy on the use of McGill facilities could 
be created instead of relying on the ad hoc process detailed in the response. Senator Manfredi 
indicated that a proposal could be put forward but cautioned that such a could restrain freedom of 
expression and academic freedom. Senator Wilson asked how McGill could be committed to 
equity, diversity and inclusion while allowing individuals who espouse views that violate the 
dignity of certain members of the University community to share these views on campus. Senator 
Manfredi affirmed that others not sharing McGill’s principles does not preclude the University 
from pursuing them. The Chair commented that there has been an increase in the number of 
policies at the University over the years. She questioned the necessity of creating policies to 
address every issue that arises and suggested that this topic could be considered for a future open 
discussion.  
 
Part "B" – Motions and Reports from Organs of University Government 
  
Open Session 
 
1. Open Discussion – “The future of internationalization at McGill” (D19-17) 

 
Senators were asked to reflect on the following three questions: (1) How international is McGill 
as a university and how is this internationalization currently expressed? How should it be 
expressed in the future? (2) What objectives and key activities should McGill be developing in 

https://mcgill.ca/eventsbookings/apply
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relation to internationalization? (3) How does internationalization rank with respect to other 
institutional priorities? What elements/opportunities do we want to prioritize within 
internationalization? 
 
Senator Manfredi began by introducing the topic of the open discussion. He noted that elements 
of the University’s international strategy are embedded in the Strategic Academic Plan, such as 
being an institution of choice for international students and faculty; enriching student opportunities 
for global engagement; enhancing international collaborations to support research and faculty 
engagement; and projecting academic programming beyond traditional boundaries. He expressed 
that, with respect to these goals, McGill is quite international. He stated that the University is doing 
well compared to its Association of American Universities (AAU) peers and noted that there is 
room to grow with respect to projecting academic programming beyond the boundaries of the 
Montreal campuses, whether virtually through greater use of online resources or by increasing the 
University’s physical presence in other locations. 
 
Senator Grütter suggested enhancing opportunities for Quebec and Canadian students to study 
abroad. He also commented that deepening small- and medium-scale collaborative research 
partnerships in other countries is challenging as it is hard to obtain funding. Senator Manfredi 
noted that the federal government has put in place new funding opportunities for international 
collaborative research and welcomed ideas for leveraging funds from other sources. 
 
Senator Laywine shared that the graduate program in the Department of Philosophy was becoming 
less international as it is difficult to offer attractive financial aid packages to incoming international 
graduate students. Senator Nalbantoglu acknowledged that the funding of international students is 
a challenge. She stated that approximately $22M is distributed annually for graduate programs and 
noted that over 350 Differential Fee Waivers were awarded in the 2018-19 academic year. 
 
Senator Duckett wondered how the University would continue to attract talented international 
students given the increase in their tuition. Senator Manfredi explained that the tuition increase 
was due to the loss of government grants for international students. He stressed that financial aid 
packages are made available to qualifying students to ensure geographic and socio-economic 
diversity. The Chair stated that increased tuition has not negatively impacted enrolment and noted 
that McGill was ranked as number one in Canada for the proportion of its operating budget allotted 
to student scholarships and bursaries.  
 
Senator Wilson expressed concern over the tuition increase and its impact on the socio-economic 
diversity of the student body. She mentioned that, in her opinion, questions about tuition kept 
resurfacing as the administration was “tone-deaf” with respect to this issue and stated that the 
increased cost to students has never been acknowledged. On behalf of Senator Kemeni, who sent 
her regrets to the meeting, Senator Wilson suggested that McGill lobby the government to establish 
agreements similar to the one with France with other francophone countries. The Chair disagreed 
with the statement that the administration was tone-deaf and stressed the importance of having a 
respectful dialogue, which did not allow for accusatory or derogatory statements.  
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Senator Mecabô then asked about the effect of the increase in Quebec and international students 
on students from the rest of Canada. Noting that comments were veering off-topic, the Chair 
intervened and reminded Senators to focus their contributions to the discussion on the key 
questions that were provided in the background documents. Additionally, given the interest in the 
new funding policy, the Chair asked Senator Manfredi to organize a town hall on the subject.  
 
Senator Buraga stated that international students face unique challenges and as such, the University 
should ensure that adequate resources are available and communicated. He explained that it is 
more difficult for international students to access health and mental health resources compared to 
local students. 
 
Senator Elbourne suggested reducing the bureaucratic barriers for approving courses for exchanges 
and raising awareness regarding exchange programs as many local students are unaware of existing 
opportunities. She commented that international graduate students are a funding risk as the 
Differential Fee Waiver is only for one year. Senator Manfredi expressed the view that the course 
approvals should be centralized to streamline the process and should not be reviewed on a course-
by-course basis. 
 
Senator Weil suggested reflecting on McGill’s global presence, for example through research, 
publications and online learning.  
 
Senator Winer stated that students could get international experiences without leaving the 
University. She shared that this could be done with available resources by developing a framework 
for courses that are global or international in their outlook, and integrating opportunities in courses 
for students to connect with students at other institutions.  
 
Senator Zorychta suggested that one objective with respect to internationalization could be 
focusing on research that could be applied to issues faced globally or in other countries (e.g. water 
safety, diseases, etc.) and training students to be leaders in solving these issues upon their return 
to their home countries. She also suggested increasing opportunities for students to interact with 
each other and with faculty to obtain a more global perspective. 
 
2. Reports of the Academic Policy Committee  

 
2.1 495th Report of the Academic Policy Committee (D19-18) 

 
Senator Manfredi presented this report for Senate’s consideration. The report contained a 
recommendation from the Academic Policy Committee to approve a proposal from the School of 
Continuing Studies for a new Professional Development Certificate in Applied Artificial 
Intelligence.  
 

On a motion duly proposed and seconded, Senate approved the proposed Professional 
Development Certificate in Applied Artificial Intelligence (29-30 CEUs). 
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2.2 Annual Report of the Academic Policy Committee (2018-19) (D19-19) 
 

Senator Manfredi presented this report for Senate’s information, in accordance with the Academic 
Policy Committee’s terms of reference. The report provided an overview of the Academic Policy 
Committee’s activities in 2018-2019 and its plans and priorities for 2019-2020. 

 
3. Report of the Senate Nominating Committee (D19-20) 

 
Senator Manfredi presented this report for Senate’s consideration. The report contained 
recommendations to fill vacancies on various Senate standing committees and committees arising 
from University regulations. 
 

On a motion duly proposed and seconded, Senate approved the recommendations 
contained in the Report of the Senate Nominating Committee (D19-20). 

 
4. Proposed Revisions to the Policy Related to the Naming of University  (D19-21) 
 Assets 
 
Senator Weinstein presented this item for Senate’s information. He highlighted that the draft 
Policy incorporated revisions suggested by the Senate Steering Committee. He explained that the 
Policy was first approved in 2006 and does not adequately address the breadth and complexity of 
recent naming opportunities at the University. He stressed that the objectives of the revisions 
include (1) bringing the Policy up-to-date with industry standards; (2) aligning the Policy with 
McGill’s current objectives; (3) addressing ambiguities; and (4) being forward-looking to allow 
more flexibility in future naming opportunities. Senator Weinstein welcomed feedback on the 
proposed revisions and noted that the revised Policy would be presented to Senate for approval at 
the next Senate meeting. 
 
In response to Senator Buraga’s question on the 100-year time limit for the duration of the naming 
of assets (s. 5.1.2 of the revised Policy), Senator Weinstein explained that imposing the limit was 
a choice that was made, noting that practices vary from one institution to another. Senator Buraga 
also asked a question relating to potential delays of current gift agreements and the application of 
the new Policy. Senator Weinstein responded that all gift agreements clearly state that gifts are 
subject to the Policy.  
 
In response to Senator Wilson’s question on the thought process behind the addition of a provision 
specifying that naming shall not be granted in a manner that implies the University’s endorsement 
of a political or ideological position or the use of a particular product or service (s. 3.1.4 of the 
revised Policy), Senator Weinstein indicated that it was included to follow best practices.   
 
Regarding the revocation of naming, Senator Nystrom asked for clarification regarding section 
12.1 of the revised Policy as it no longer indicated who would be responsible for determining 
whether retention of a name would be prejudicial to the University’s reputation. The Secretary-
General explained that the naming and renaming of University assets is vested in the Board of 
Governors, which has delegated some of its authority to the Principal with respect to certain assets, 
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as described in s.4 of the revised Policy. As such, a decision to revoke a naming would be made 
by the Board or by the Principal, depending on the type of asset in question. 
 
Senator Wilson noted that the revised Policy provides that persons recognized in a naming must 
be of sound reputation (s. 3.1.7 of the revised Policy) and asked if the approval process was similar 
to the revocation process. Senator Weinstein explained that procedures were put in place to 
enhance due diligence to prevent embarrassment to the University. Senator Richard added that the 
revised Policy provides that the revocation process parallels the approval process (s. 12.4 of the 
revised Policy). 
 
5. Other Business  
 
There being no other business to deal with, on a motion duly proposed and seconded, the meeting 
ended at 3:50 p.m. 
 
END 
 
The complete documents, including presentations at Senate, are kept as part of the official minutes. 
 


