
 

 

 

 

   
Minutes of the meeting of Senate held on Wednesday, December 4, 2019 at 2:30 p.m. in the Robert 
Vogel Council Room (Room 232, Leacock Building) 
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Vallée, Jean-Sébastien 
Voudouris, Nellie 
Waters, Natalie 
Webb, Tracy 
Weil, Carola 
Weinstein, Marc 
Wilson, Madeline 
Winer, Laura 
Yalovsky, Morty 
Yau, Peter 
Zorychta, Edith
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Buraga, Sebastien Duckett, Gael Eakin, Eleanor Elstein, Jim Engle-Warnick, Debbie Eperjesi, 
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SECTION I  
 
1. Welcoming Remarks 
 
The Chair welcomed Senators to the fourth Senate meeting of the 2019-2020 governance year. As 
this was the last Senate meeting of the calendar year, she wished student Senators success in their 
exams and all Senators a joyful holiday period.  
 
She congratulated Senator Buddle on his appointment as Associate Provost (Teaching and 
Academic Programs), effective January 1, 2020. She noted that Mr. Glenn Zabowski, who has 
served as Associate Dean of Students since 2013, would assume the role of Interim Dean of 
Students until a new Dean of Students is appointed.  
 
The Chair then reminded Senators, guests and spectators that the use of electronic devices is 
permitted for viewing meeting documents, but that the Senate Standing Rules of Procedure 
prohibit the recording of sound or images, as well as the communication or posting of Senate 
deliberations. She also mentioned that the Senate meeting was being livestreamed and that the 
recording would be accessible until the approval of the meeting minutes at the subsequent meeting. 
 
2. Memorial Tributes for Professors Wissam Musallam and Premsyl Ponka 
 
Senator Nicell read the following memorial tribute for Professor Musallam, which Senate 
subsequently unanimously approved: 

 
It is with great sadness that we report the passing of our friend and colleague Professor 
Wissam (Sam) Musallam, who died on November 8, 2019 after a long illness. Sam was 
born in Beirut, Lebanon in 1967. Fleeing the Lebanese civil war, he and his family moved 
to the United Arab Emirates, and then to Greece where he graduated high school in 1984. 
After several years as a chef, he began his undergraduate studies at the University of 
Toronto in 1991. He received his B.Sc. in Math and Physics in 1994, and his M.Sc. in 
Physiology and Biomedical Engineering in 1997. After a short pause as a software 
developer, he started his Ph.D. studies in 1998. 
 
During his graduate research supervised by Dr. David Tomlinson at the University of 
Toronto, he studied how the brain encodes the position of the body in space during 
combined linear and rotational motion. He was awarded a fellowship from the Medical 
Research Council of Canada (CIHR), obtaining his Ph.D. in 2001. Joining the laboratory 
of Dr. Richard Andersen at the California Institute of Technology as a postdoctoral fellow 
shortly afterwards, he spearheaded a study to show that cognitive signals could be used to 
operate prosthetic devices. This led to a number of seminal articles in Science, the Journal 
of Neuroscience, and the Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences that established 
him as a rising star in the field.  
 
From Caltech he migrated northwards, arriving at McGill in late 2006. What was truly 
surprising was that this up and coming neuroscientist elected to apply to the Department 
of Electrical and Computer Engineering (ECE). As he explained at the time, he needed to 
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develop whole new technologies to acquire dense electro-physiological responses of single 
neurons deep within cortical structures. With the award of a Canada Research Chair in 
April 2007, he and his collaborators in ECE and the Department of Physiology began an 
ambitious three-pronged program aimed at i) developing new materials for the fabrication 
of dense micro-electrode arrays for cortical implantation; ii) specialized microelectronics 
for maintaining the signal processing and data transmission; and iii) the establishment of a 
non-human primate laboratory in the Department of Physiology from which to conduct 
experiments. Sam was the embodiment of scientific curiosity and multidisciplinary 
research. 
 
Sam thrived at McGill. A popular teacher, especially among undergraduate students, and a 
passionate and gifted researcher – he was unstoppable. Sadly, his health deteriorated over 
the years sapping his strength, but never his optimism.  Although he was with us for a 
relatively short time, he accomplished much, leaving behind an enviable body of scientific 
work and an excellent cadre of undergraduate and graduate students.  Sam will always be 
remembered as a kind and generous person and the consummate family man.  He is 
survived by his children (Christina and Sofia), his wife (Eirini), his grandmother (Khadra), 
his mother (Siham), his sister (Mary), his brother (Hani), his nieces, cousins and family in 
Canada, the United States and Palestine. 
 

Senator Eidelman read the following memorial tribute for Professor Ponka, which Senate 
subsequently unanimously approved: 

 
It is with great sadness that we share the news of the passing of Dr. Premsyl Ponka, 
Professor in the Department of Physiology at McGill University.  
 
A native of what was then known as Czechoslovakia, Dr. Ponka received both his medical 
degree and his PhD in physiology from Charles University in Prague, where he would serve 
as an Assistant Professor in the Department of Pathophysiology from 1968 to 1979. With 
his country under oppressive communist rule, Dr. Ponka emigrated with his young family 
to Montreal in 1979 under difficult circumstances, joining the Department of Physiology 
at McGill’s Faculty of Medicine. He became a full Professor in 1987.  
 
Working from the lab he established at the Lady Davis Institute of the Jewish General 
Hospital in 1984, Dr. Ponka became an internationally renowned expert in the field of iron 
metabolism who made numerous unique contributions to understanding the many roles of 
iron in human health. He demonstrated that iron uptake is the limiting factor for erythroid 
heme synthesis, and he formulated the ‘kiss-and-run hypothesis,” according to which iron 
is directly delivered from endosomes to mitochondria in erythroid cells. Dr. Ponka 
discovered a critical role of the heme catabolic enzyme heme oxygenase in erythroid cell 
physiology, and developed a new class of cell permeable iron chelators (SIH, PIH and 
analogues), which are widely used by researchers in the field.  
 
Dr. Ponka received broad recognition for his work. In February 2014, he was elected a 
Fellow of the Czech Medical Academy. In 2017, the Lady Davis Institute bestowed upon 
him its Award for Excellence in Basic Research and in May 2019 the International Society 
for the Study of Iron in Biology and Medicine celebrated his career with the Presidential 
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Prize for Life Achievements in recognition of his more than fifty years of contributions to 
the understanding of iron-sulfur protein biogenesis. He was most recently honoured with a 
Lifetime Achievement Award from the Czech Society of Sciences, which he received just 
a few days prior to his passing. 
 
Dr. Ponka was known for being a devoted colleague with an encyclopedic knowledge of 
the history and personalities of the bioiron field. He was as an acclaimed and distinguished 
scientist, beloved mentor and colleague, respected teacher, and valued friend. He was a 
renaissance man with a broad interest in science, history, philosophy and arts and was a 
dedicated proponent of political and intellectual freedom and tolerance, with a unique sense 
of humour. 
 
We extend our heartfelt condolences to Dr. Ponka’s wife, Jitka, to his daughter Claire, to 
his son David and wife Anabelle and to his grandchildren, as well as to his extended family 
members, his many friends, colleagues and all those whose lives he touched. He will be 
greatly missed. 

 
3. Report of the Steering Committee (19:20-04) 
 
Senate received the Report of the Steering Committee (19-20:04).  
 
Item 1. Approval of Minutes of Senate – November 20, 2019.  
 
Item 2. Speaking Rights. Upon approval of the report, speaking rights were granted to Ms. Bonnie 
King, Senior Policy Advisor, University Advancement, for item IIB1 (Proposed Revisions to the 
Policy Related to the Naming of University Assets);Ms. Cristiane Tinmouth, Associate Vice-
Principal (Financial Services), for item IIB2.1 (Annual Report on the Financial State of the 
University); and Mr. Bradley Tucker, Executive Director, Analysis, Planning and Budget, for item 
IIB2.2 (Budget Planning 2020-2021 Report I). 
 
Item 3. Approval of Agenda.  
 
Item 4. Approval of Guidelines. The Steering Committee approved a set of guidelines to serve as 
a point of reference and guidance for Senators who wish to submit questions or motions for review 
by the Steering Committee. The Guidelines also serve as a point of reference for the Committee, 
which, ultimately, has the authority to make a determination on the question of admissibility on 
behalf of Senate. 
 
Item 5. Review of Questions and Motions. The Steering Committee received two questions for its 
review. The first question concerned the recruitment of out-of-province Canadian students and was 
approved for submission to Senate (as drafted). The second question sought clarification on the 
rights of Senators to speak at Senate meetings and the role of the Chair and was deferred to the 
January Steering Committee meeting for review.  
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The Secretary-General informed Senators of a few minor amendments to the minutes that were 
requested prior to the meeting by Senator Mecabô.  
 

On a motion duly proposed and seconded, Senate approved the Report of the Steering 
Committee, as presented.  
 

4. Business Arising from the November 20, 2019 Senate Minutes 
 
There was none. 
 
5.  Chair’s Remarks 
 
The Chair began her remarks by mentioning that, following consideration of the motion regarding 
divestment approved by Senate on September 12, 2018, the Committee to Advise on Matters of 
Social Responsibility (CAMSR) submitted its report to the upcoming Board of Governors’ 
meeting. She noted that the report was shared with the McGill community and was available on 
the Board website. She informed Senators that the Board would consider CAMSR’s 
recommendations at its meeting on December 5, 2019.  
 
Regarding government relations, the Chair confirmed that the new federal cabinet was composed 
of six McGill alumni, including Prime Minister Justin Trudeau (BA’94): Minister of Indigenous 
Services Marc Miller (BCL’01, LLB’01); Justice Minister and Attorney General David Lametti 
(BCL’89, LLB’89); Minister for International Development Karina Gould (BA’10); Minister for 
Infrastructure and Communities Catherine McKenna (LLB’99); and special representative for the 
Prairie provinces Jim Carr (BA’79). Further to a comment made by Senator Hébert at the last 
meeting on the loss of a dedicated science minister, the Chair stated that Minister Bains would be 
overseeing science policy as part of a portfolio that includes innovation and industry. She 
mentioned that there would be more clarity on the relative priority of science in this government 
when ministerial mandate letters become available. At the provincial level, the Chair reported that 
the Quebec Government released its vision for international policy, which focused on attracting 
foreign investment and finding new export markets. She noted that the priorities included the 
recruitment of international students. 
 
Regarding external relations, the Chair reported that a group of McGill senior administrators and 
researchers met with the new Canadian Institutes of Health Research (CIHR) President, Michael 
Strong, noting that one of the items discussed was CIHR’s forthcoming strategic plan. 
 
Regarding community relations, the Chair spoke of her participation at a reception honouring the 
nine new Royal Society of Canada Fellows, three new College of New Scholars, Artists and 
Scientists Members, and two medal winners. She then mentioned that she visited McGill’s 
Building 21, which provides a hub for students, faculty and staff to network and explore projects 
that may be too interdisciplinary or unusual for the regular curriculum. Finally, the Chair invited 
Senators to attend a ceremony hosted by McGill on December 6th commemorating the 30th 
anniversary of the École Polytechnique massacre, noting that an official commemoration 
ceremony would be held at the Chalet du Mont Royal.   
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The Chair concluded her remarks by giving highlights of the kudos circulated prior to the meeting. 
She congratulated Dr. Jerry Pelletier (Professor in the Departments of Biochemistry and Oncology 
and a member of the Goodman Cancer Research Centre) on receiving the Robert Noble Prize by 
the Canadian Cancer Society. She shared that Governor General Julie Payette invested into the 
Order of Canada, McGill Law Professor François Crépeau (Officer), Dr. Hanna Pappius from the 
Montreal Neurological Institute and Hospital (Member), and McGill alumnus, William Shatner 
(Companion). She congratulated Dr. George Fantus (Professor in the Department of Medicine and 
Director of the Division of Endocrinology and Metabolism at the McGill University Health Centre) 
on receiving Diabetes Canada’s 2019 Lifetime Achievement Award and the team of undergraduate 
Architecture students on winning the top prize in the Canadian Centre for Architecture 
Interuniversity Charrette. Finally, she mentioned that a team of researchers from the McGill Space 
Institute secured a contract with the Canadian Space Agency to advance a proposed Canadian 
contribution for the LiteBIRD mission (a telescope that will examine the origins of the Big Bang).  
 
The Chair then invited the Secretary-General to provide an update on the 2019 Centraide 
Campaign, which ends on December 31st. The Secretary-General stated that 80% of $425,000 
fundraising target had been reached, noting however that the participation rate was only 4%. She 
thanked Senators and all members of the McGill community who participated in the campaign. 
 
Senator Wilson commented that an increasing number of professors, students and alumni have 
pledged to withhold donations from McGill until the University commits to divest from fossil fuel 
industries and asked how many signatures were necessary for the University to divest. The Chair 
indicated that CAMSR’s recommendations could be discussed at the January Senate meeting, as 
the Board would not be considering them until December 5th. Senator Nystrom encouraged 
Senators to read the CAMSR report, noting that it concludes that absolute divestment from the 
fossil fuel sector is not advisable, which was at odds with the recommendation made by Senate in 
September 2018. He expressed that, at the very least, CAMSR could have recommended a move 
towards divestment in principle over an undetermined timeline. The Chair stated that the report 
contained several recommendations for the Board’s consideration and encouraged Senators to read 
the report, which was available online. 
 
SECTION II 

 
Part "A" – Questions and Motions by Members 
 

1. Question Regarding the Recruitment of Out-of-Province Canadian Students 
 
Senators Mecabô, Wilson and Duckett submitted the following question: 
 

McGill University intends to maintain high international undergraduate enrolment, from 
25% to 30%.1 Additionally, the Quebec government has required that McGill raise its 
proportion of students coming from the province of Quebec.2 
 

                                                           
1 Memorandum submitted to Senate’s November meeting regarding an “Open Discussion on the Future of Internationalization at McGill,” 

Appendix A, p. 3. 
2 As referenced by the Chair at the September Senate meeting. 

https://www.mcgill.ca/boardofgovernors/files/boardofgovernors/13._gd19-29_camsr_report.pdf
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However, given McGill has now been ranked the top medical-doctoral university in Canada 
by Maclean's Magazine for 15 consecutive years,3 McGill clearly has a domestic leadership 
role and, importantly, has to stay connected to Canada’s different provinces. 
 
If the proportion of international students is to be kept high or rise further, and the 
proportion of students coming from Quebec itself is to increase, it seems that out-of-
province Canadian students have to, relatively, be admitted less and less to the university. 
 
For confirmation, what is the new higher percentage of students coming from Quebec that 
McGill has to reach as required by the provincial government, and by when? 
 
What does McGill’s goal to maintain its highly international student body, combined with 
the increase in in-province students required by the provincial government, mean for the 
future admission prospects of out-of-province Canadian students? 
 

Senator Manfredi provided the following written response prior to the Senate meeting: 
 

Thank you for your question, Senators Mecabô, Wilson and Duckett. 
 
For the university year 2019-20, each Quebec university must ensure that the number of 
Quebec students represents at least 50% of the total number of students registered in 
undergraduate and masters-level programs (with the exception of research masters 
programs). This proportion will increase to 55% in 2026-27. The number of Quebec 
students at McGill subject to this threshold requirement currently exceeds 50%. 
 
Since the thresholds for Quebec students stipulated in the 2019-20 Règles budgétaires do 
not deviate significantly from the current distribution of McGill’s student population, the 
University does not foresee any difficulty in meeting those thresholds while simultaneously 
pursuing its strategic enrolment plan with respect to international students and Canadian 
students from outside of Quebec. Any decline in the proportion of Canadian students from 
outside of Quebec is more likely to result from domestic demographic changes and/or 
policies enacted by other provinces to retain students within those provinces. 
 
McGill University is proud to be anchored in Quebec while welcoming students from 
across Canada and around the world. The University’s enrolment practices will continue 
to reflect these fundamental characteristics of the University. 

 
As a supplementary question, Senator Duckett asked for the percentage of Quebec students at 
McGill to which Senator Manfredi responded that it was 53%. Senator Wilson then asked if the 
number of out-of-province Canadian students would be reduced as a result of the new rule. Senator 
Manfredi stated that the University needs to calibrate its enrolment and admissions practices to 
respect the new rule, but stressed that he did not foresee this new rule altering the fundamental 
characteristics of the University or being a particular constraint on its general enrolment practices. 
 
                                                           
3 The McGill Reporter, “McGill tops Maclean’s rankings for 15th straight year.” Accessed on November 21st, 2019, at 

https://reporter.mcgill.ca/mcgill-tops-macleans-rankings-for-15th-straight-year/. 

https://reporter.mcgill.ca/mcgill-tops-macleans-rankings-for-15th-straight-year/
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Part "B" – Motions and Reports from Organs of University Government 
 
Open Session 
 
1. Proposed Revisions to the Policy Related to the Naming of University  (D19-22) 
 Assets 
 
Senator Weinstein, with the assistance of Ms. Bonnie King, Senior Policy Advisor, University 
Advancement, presented this item for Senate’s consideration. The revisions to the Policy Related 
to the Naming of University Assets were presented to Senate on November 20, 2019, for 
information and no additional changes had been made since that time. 
 
Senator Wilson asked if buildings could be named after organizations under the revised Policy. 
Ms. King responded in the negative, noting that section 3.1.6 provides that buildings, academic 
units, programs, institutes and centres would be named only after individuals. Senator Wilson then 
asked whether section 3.1.7 of the revised Policy, which provides that persons recognized in a 
naming must be of sound reputation, applied to organizations. If not, she suggested that this be 
clarified in the Policy. Senator Weinstein noted  that this section covered both persons and 
organizations. Senator Campbell clarified that the term “persons” refers to both natural and legal 
persons, which was confirmed by Senator Weinstein and Ms. King. 
 
Senator Nystrom asked why the recommendation of the Working Group on Principles of 
Commemoration and Renaming to have a standing committee to address matters of renaming was 
not followed. Ms. King indicated that, following careful consideration, it was decided that an ad 
hoc committee was more suitable. She explained that a standing committee was not necessary as 
renaming requests were uncommon, noting that the Working Group’s report acknowledged that 
an ad hoc committee had greater potential for its composition to reflect needs relating to a 
particular issue. 

 
On a motion duly proposed and seconded, Senate approved and recommended to the Board 
of Governors for approval, the revised Policy Relating to the Naming of University Assets, 
attached as Appendix A in document D19-22. 

 
2. Annual Reports  

 
2.1 Financial State of the University (2018-2019) (D19-23) 

 
Senator Beauchamp and Ms. Tinmouth, Associate Vice-Principal (Financial Services), presented 
this report for Senate’s information. The report provided a summary of the operational and 
financial activities of the University for the fiscal year ended April 30, 2019. Senator Beauchamp 
highlighted that the University posted a net operating surplus of $27.6M based on Generally 
Accepted Accounting Principles (GAAP) and received a $35.9M subvention conditionnelle from 
the Ministère de l’Éducation et de l’Enseignement supérieur (MEES).  He noted that capital 
expenditures were $93.4M for deferred maintenance and $47.9M for IT projects and that the total 
income distribution on endowment funds amounted to $67.0M on realized income of $99.8M. 
Senator Beauchamp also underlined that McGill was no longer under the Plan de redressement 
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due to the slight surplus experienced for the purposes of the MEES allocations. Ms. Tinmouth 
presented the operating fund results, highlighting the increase in revenues over the forecast ($9.2M 
increase), the accumulated deficit ($278.4M) and the total combined sources of funding ($1.42B) 
and expenditures ($1.41B). She also noted the $115M in ministry funding to address deferred 
maintenance (which includes a patrimonial envelope of $5.3M) and indicated that $250M and 
$150M out of the $400M Financing Plan have been allocated to address deferred maintenance and 
IT needs respectively. 
 
Senator Duckett asked what percentage of the realized income on the endowment was from 
dividend-yielding stocks and inquired on the endowment’s performance compared to that of peer 
institutions. The Chair referred Senator Duckett to the Annual Report on Endowment Performance, 
which was available on the Office of Investments website.  
 
Senator Richard asked whether the income distribution on endowment funds included a 
discretionary element. Senator Beauchamp responded in the negative, noting that there is a formula 
for the calculations based on the market value of the McGill Investment Pool and the average 
market value for the past three years. He stated that the percentage is approved by the Board of 
Governors on the recommendation of the Investment Committee and is normally around 4%. 
 
Senator Hastings asked if discretionary adjustments are made when determining the amount of the 
operating surplus. Ms. Tinmouth responded in the negative. She explained that the total is 
calculated automatically and adjustments are made to take into account invoices for services 
provided on April 30th that were not recorded, noting that the auditors may also find other 
adjustments as well. In response to Senator Hastings’s question on whether the surplus impacts 
the government grant, Senator Beauchamp confirmed that the grant is not based on the surplus but 
according to a formula that is applied uniformly across all universities in Quebec. 
 
Senator Scholtz asked for information on the patrimonial funding envelope. Senator Beauchamp 
explained that further to lobbying efforts, the provincial government created a special funding 
envelope dedicated to the conservation of heritage buildings. He noted that as the amount is not 
enough to cover the expenses, it is combined with deferred maintenance and the Financial Plan. 
 
Senator Dworek asked if fossil fuel investments were taken into account as financial risks in the 
auditor’s report. Ms. Tinmouth responded in the negative, noting that the exercise was performed 
for derivative financial instruments and did not relate to the fossil fuel component of the 
University’s investments. Senator Dworek then asked what proportion of deferred maintenance 
funds were specifically for the Macdonald campus. Senator Beauchamp noted that it was a 
significant portion. 
 
Senator Wilson asked about the significant increase in the surplus compared to last year. 
Ms. Tinmouth explained that it was due to the increase in revenue and to adjustments for the 
pension and post-employment year-end balances.  
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2.2 Budget Planning 2020-2021 Report I (D19-24) 
 

Senator Manfredi delivered the first of three presentations concerning the University budget. He 
highlighted that the provincial government maintained the new funding policy but added a 
requirement of a minimum proportion of Quebec students in programs subject to deregulation and 
reduced the infrastructure support in proportion to international students in deregulated programs. 
He underlined that there was a significant increase in capital allocations (from $86.2M in FY19 to 
$115.7M in FY20) and provided an overview of the process used to create the FY20 and FY21 
budgets. 
 
Senator Richard commented that, a few years ago, the University received a larger government 
grant than had originally been budgeted due to a retroactive adjustment by the provincial 
government, and asked if the government still adjusted allocations retroactively. Senator Manfredi 
confirmed that the government could go back up to three years to make adjustments. He stated that 
the main factor for the operating revenue was enrolment (as it determines the government grant 
and generates tuition and fees), noting that forecasting methods have been improved over the past 
few years. 
 
Senator Dworek asked how investment revenues were classified. Senator Manfredi indicated that 
they are considered inter-fund transfers, noting that there were short-term investment revenues and 
revenues from the endowment. In response to a question by Senator Dworek on the endowment 
income, Senator Manfredi referred him to Senator Beauchamp’s report on the Financial State of 
the University, noting that $67M was distributed.  
 
Senator Elbourne asked for clarification regarding the deregulation of non-research Masters 
programs and its impact, particularly in the Faculty of Arts. Senator Manfredi explained that the 
University would no longer receive government grants for students in non-research Masters 
programs. He stated that although estimates have been made, the impact on the University’s overall 
finances was unclear. The Chair added that the majority of students at McGill are in research-
based programs, which are not affected. 
 
Senator Robaire asked if the University was receiving an allocation from the government for 
hosting postdoctoral students. Mr. Tucker responded in the negative. In response to Senator 
Crago’s question on space allocation for postdoctoral students, Mr. Tucker stated that there were 
provisions in the space norms on this matter.  

 
2.3 Committee on Libraries (2018-2019) (D19-25) 

 
Senator Labeau presented this report for Senate’s information, in accordance with the terms of 
reference of the Committee on Libraries. The report provided a summary of the activities of the 
McGill University Library for the 2018-19 governance year, as discussed at meetings of the 
Committee on Libraries. 
 
Senator Duckett asked if the damages caused by the fire on the terrace of the McIntyre Medical 
Building were covered by the University’s insurance policy. Senator Labeau responded in the 
affirmative. 
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Senator Wilson asked for an update with respect to the timeline of the Schulich Library renovations 
and the Fiat Lux project. Senator Cook stated that the timeline of the renovations was prolonged, 
noting that they should be completed in 2.5 to 3 years. She indicated that the Fiat Lux project was 
only a few months behind schedule, noting that the planning phase should be completed in Fall 
2022, with construction beginning shortly thereafter and taking three to four years to complete. 

Senator Elbourne expressed concerns in light of the changing parameters of the Fiat Lux project 
and asked if it were possible to implement an iterative process with input from users. She also 
asked if financial attention could be paid to non-building issues (i.e. collections, usage, etc.). 
Senator Labeau indicated that a project management team that seeks input from users was in place. 
Senator Cook assured Senators that user groups and stakeholders are consulted regularly. She 
stated that funding for the Library for ongoing operations would not be affected by the building 
plans. She mentioned that collections are affected by inflation and devaluation of currency but not 
by the building project. 

Senator Wilson asked for more information on the open access movement. Senator Labeau 
explained the distinction between open access and open educational resources, noting that open 
access refers to free access to research results in particular. Senator Cook added that open 
educational resources tend to involve only pedagogical resources. She mentioned that open access 
discussions have been ongoing in the academy for decades and reached a high point when Berkeley 
did not renew its contract with the academic publisher Elsevier.  

Senator Tessier asked if any data was available on the user experience of the McLennan-Redpath 
Library Complex. Senator Labeau indicated that the report contains a link to the results of a census 
conducted by the University Library. Senator Cook added that an additional census was conducted 
two weeks ago. She highlighted that the results indicated a decline in STEM users and that users 
found the location inconvenient and oversaturated.  

2.4 Committee on Enrolment and Student Affairs (2018-2019) (D19-26) 

Senator Labeau presented this report for Senate’s information, in accordance with the terms of 
reference of the Committee on Enrolment and Student Affairs. He highlighted that in 2018-19, the 
Committee approved, in the name of Senate, admission standards for various programs as well as 
new awards and changes in the conditions of existing awards made by the University to its 
students.  

Senator Harpp asked how many new awards were approved by the Committee in 2018-19. Senator 
Labeau responded that 68 new awards were approved. 

2.5 Joint Board-Senate Meeting (2019) (D19-27) 

The Principal presented this report for Senate’s information. She thanked Senators for 
participating, noting that the feedback had been positive. 
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3. Other Business

There being no other business to deal with, on a motion duly proposed and seconded, the meeting 
ended at 4:11 p.m. 

END 

The complete documents, including presentations at Senate, are kept as part of the official minutes. 


