
 
 
 

Office of the Registrar and Executive Director, Enrolment Services  
   
 TO:  Senate 

 FROM:  Gillian Nycum, Registrar and Executive Director, Enrolment Services 

  SUBJECT: Report on the Biennial Results of the Student Census  

 DATE:   April 19, 2023 

 DOCUMENT #:  D22-64  

 ACTION   INFORMATION      APPROVAL/DECISION 
 REQUIRED: 
 

ISSUE 
 

The biennial results of the Student Census (previously referred to as the “Student 
Demographic Data Survey”) are presented to Senate for information. 
 

BACKGROUND 
& RATIONALE 

McGill University is committed to equity, diversity, and inclusion (EDI). 
 

The Student Census responds to the call for the collection of student 
demographic data in the University’s Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion Strategic 
Plan 2020-2025 and the Action Plan to Address Anti-Black Racism 2020-2025. 
 

We are better able to anticipate and meet the needs of our students when we 
understand who our students are. 
 

Collection, analysis, and reporting of demographic student data will: 
• Improve our understanding of the composition of student body 
• Inform the Strategic Enrollment Plan to address underrepresentation 
• Inform operational decision-making  

 

PRIOR 
CONSULTATION 

The Student Census was designed by Enrolment Services in collaboration with  
the Equity Team under the Associate Provost (Equity and Academic Policies).  
Consultations were had with student groups; Legal Services; Analysis, Planning  
and Budget; Student Services; Enrolment Services; and IT Services. Reporting 
was developed in collaboration with IT and APB. The Student Census was 
launched in September 2020 in Minerva under the student menu. 
• It is a live form that allows students to update their responses at any time 
• Incoming students are prompted to complete the Student Census before 

accessing the Academic Integrity Tutorial 
• The Student Census contains a general “opt-out” and students may select 

“Prefer not to answer” for any single question 
Students, especially returning students, are also encouraged to complete the 
Student Census via What’s New? Student, Dean’s Corner, The McGill Reporter, 
posters on campus, social media, a communication issued by the Institutional 
Communications team (MRO), and a Minerva banner in Fall 2021, Winter 2022, 
and Fall 2022. 

Memorandum 

McGILL UNIVERSITY SENATE 



 
SUSTAINABILITY 
CONSIDERATIONS 

N/A 
 
 

IMPACT OF 
DECISION AND  
NEXT STEPS 

N/A 

 

 

MOTION OR 
RESOLUTION  
FOR APPROVAL 

This item is presented for information. 
 
 
 

APPENDICES Appendix A: Report on the Biennial Results of the Student Census  
Appendix B: Base tables for Fall 2022 data from the Student Census 
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Student Census: Rationale

The Student Census responds to the call for student demographic data in the
University’s Equity, Diversity, Inclusion Strategic Plan 2020-2025 and the 
Action Plan to Address Anti-Black Racism 2020-2025. 



Student Demographic Survey Report of Biennial Data to Senate – May 2023

Survey was designed in collaboration with the Equity Team under the AP Equity and 
Academic Policies. 

Survey is linked to the Academic Integrity Tutorial and was promoted via What’s New?,       
Dean’s Corner, The McGill Reporter, posters on campus, social media, a communication issued by 
the Institutional Communications team (MRO), and a Minerva banner in Fall 2021, Winter 2022,

Intended to align with McGill’s Employment Equity Survey and the most recent Canadian Census.

Consultations were had with student groups, Legal Services, APB, Student Services, ES, and IT.
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Student Census: Background

The Student Census was designed in collaboration with the Equity Team under the AP Equity and 
Academic Policies.

Consultations were had with student groups, Legal Services, APB, Student Services, ES, and IT.

Feedback continues to be collected and integrated post-launch.

The Student Census is intended to align with McGill’s Employment Equity Survey and the most recent 
Canadian Census. It is designed so that climate surveys can be built on it’s base.  

Launched in September 2020 in Minerva under the Student menu.
• Live form allows students to update their responses at any time
• Each question is mandatory with a “Prefer not to answer” response option
• General opt-out allows students to select “Prefer not to answer” for all questions

The Student Census is linked to the Academic Integrity Tutorial and was promoted via 
What’s New? Student, Dean’s Corner, The McGill Reporter, posters on campus, social media, 
a communication issued by the Institutional Communications team (MRO), and a Minerva banner 
in Fall 2021, Winter 2022, and Fall 2022.



Updates
Revised Fall 2022

Link to privacy protection and user rights statements added after each question

Modifications to existing questions, e.g.:
• Simplification of Gender and Sexual Orientation questions
• Glossaries added to Gender and Sexual Orientation questions
• Gender and Sexual Orientation questions now allow multi-select
• Language of Disability question has been updated
• Language of Racial/Ethnic Identity question has been updated
• Financial Support question now references income from full-time work
• Language of State/Provincial Care question has been updated
• Language of Refugee Status question has been updated
• New question about Religious/Spiritual Identity has been added
• Language Proficiency question has been archived and removed

Faculty of Medicine and Health Sciences is now included in the Student Census population (added in Fall 2022)

Developed data governance policies for management and use of Student Census data

Launch of Student Census data request process for internal operational purposes with EDI objectives open to 
faculties, administrative units, and student leaders 

New webpage launched with FAQ and point of contact: https://www.mcgill.ca/equity/resources/student-census
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Student Census: Updates

https://www.mcgill.ca/equity/resources/student-census
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data should be interpreted with caution.

Dental and Medical Residents & Fellows

Non-credit and collegial-level studies students

Inbound Exchange students
Students on Leave of Absence, Special and Visiting students

Quebec Inter-University Transfer students

School of Continuing Studies’ Lifelong Learning

Statistics exclude respondents who opted out of a given question (i.e., selected ‘Prefer not to answer’).

Student Census: Fall 2022 Snapshot of Biennial Data
The baseline of the present report is the Fall 2022 student population at the October 15 2022 freeze. 
Student Census information reflects the most recently available data (February 10, 2023).

McGill Community for Lifelong Learning
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The Student Census population excludes students in the following:

Statistics are based on students who received and responded to the Student Census only.

Special and Visiting students
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*Note: Faculty of Medicine and Health Sciences added to Student Census                         

population in Fall 2022, as such response rate is currently low. 
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(14,128)

(8,684)

(800)

(16,341)

(459)
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*Note: Gender representation is similar to what is reported at 

other post-secondary institutions in Quebec and Canada.
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(14,128)

(8,684)

(800)

(16,341)

(459) (344) (19) (51) (32) (12)

(212)(1,034)(2,198)(13)(243)(12,641)

(6,249) (196) (13) (1,331) (749) (146)

(10,921) (210) (68) (1,998) (10,921) (265)

(5)(59)(126)(595) (14)
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n=23281
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(14,128)

(8,684)

(800)

(16,341)

(459) (25) (135) (14) (27) (33) (64) (9) (6) (33) (13) (93)

(925) (4,975) (411) (366) (99) (1,186) (2,185) (99) (448) (371) (1,642) (443) (3,191)

(160)

(1,811)

(2,342)

(36)

(345)

(248)(1,158)

(1,104)

(36)(18)(13)(70)(73)(17)(27)(296)(51)

(325) (1,807) (105) (286) (48) (411) (1,880) (95) (201) (266)
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n=23281

(888) (4,745) (398) (356) (85) (1,325) (1,021) (110) (371) (1,081)
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(4,221)

(16,967)

(943)
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(4,221)

(16,967)

(943) (798) (8) (98) (35)

(337)(1,067)(2,463)(68)(320)(12,712)

(3,267) (37) (13) (611) (261) (32)
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(1,964)

(20,337) (15,301) (350) (71) (2,964) (1,278) (373)

(20)(124)(302)(11)(38)(1,469)
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(70)

(214)

(95)

(84)

(705)

(357)

(1,072)

(165)

(96)
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(5)

(10)

(9)(18)(62)(96)

(165) (120) (6) (26) (11)

(1,072) (788) (16) (6) (178) (74)

(13)(47)(288)(357)

(705)

(84)

(95)

(214)

(70) (40) (19) (8)

(137)

(58)

(54)

(544)

(8)

(19)

(47) (14)

(23) (8)

(18) (9)

(102) (34)
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Student Census Report of Biennial Data to Senate – April 2023                                                                   17



Student Demographic Survey Report of Biennial Data to Senate – May 2023Student Demographic Survey Report of Biennial Data to Senate – May 2023                                                         18Student Census Report of Biennial Data to Senate – April 2023                                                                   18



Student Demographic Survey Report of Biennial Data to Senate – May 2023

(257) (171) (8) (3) (52) (21) (2)

(22,766) (17,184) (382) (79) (3,299) (1,423) (399)
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(132)

(79)

(36)

(17)

(11)
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(8)

(8)

(28)

(9)

(5)

(13)

(6)(87)(132)

(36) (23)

(5)

(56)

(11)(17)

(79)

(11)
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(1,606)

(988)

(3,649)

(270)

(351)

(1,045)

(188)

(1,644)

(494)

(590)

(13,278)

(1,302)

(42)
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n=22671

(1,606)

(988)

(3,649)

(270)

(351)

(1,045)

(188)

(1,644)

(494)

(590)

(13,278)

(1,302)

(42) (30) (5)

(968)

(10,658)

(337)

(397)

(1,023)

(158)

(701)

(285)

(227)

(2,681)

(700)

(1,257) (65)

(46)

(38)

(31)

(18)

(9)

(15)

(143)

(81)

(12)

(6)

(58)

(162)

(144)

(635)

(24)

(40)

(173)

(21)

(417)

(53)

(105)

(1,612)

(187)

(75)

(73)

(257)

(14)

(17)

(113)

(6)

(152)

(26)

(122)

(596)

(83) (27)

(215)

(10)

(8)

(30)

(25)

(7)

(34)

(23)

(35)
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n=22671

(42)

(1,302)

(13,278)

(590)

(494)

(1,644)

(188)

(1,045)

(351)

(270)

(3,649)

(988)

(1,606)

(14) (6) (7)

(75)

(29)

(237)

(12)

(11)

(68)

(18)

(133)

(26)

(39)

(602)

(65) (414)

(4,524)

(130)

(131)

(455)

(61)

(320)

(92)

(100)

(721)

(345)

(400) (34)

(11)

(93)

(6)

(16)

(20)

(9)

(35)

(10)

(11)

(338)

(27)

(87)

(60)

(57)

(5)

(53)

(41)

(14)

(19)

(252)

(48)

(19)

(6)

(12)

(32)

(6)

(14)

(30)

(10)

(72)

(85)

(193)

(29)

(23)

(57)

(11)

(80)

(28)

(24)

(1,149)

(157)

(394)

(97)

(579)

(23)

(40)

(138)

(21)

(241)

(72)

(90)

(1,365)

(118)

(16)

(5)

(48)

(6)

(20)

(16)

(17)

(83)

(10)

(34)

(44)

(38)

(5)

(22)

(38)

(11)

(21)

(355)

(50)

(109)

(86)

(154)

(33)

(11)

(67)

(94)

(39)

(55)

(710)

(87)

(177)

(72)

(424)

(16)

(40)

(89)

(19)

(184)

(55)

(23)

(1,237)

(101)

(8)

(20)

(94)

(12)

(17)

(31)

(9)

(15)

(7)

(15)

(28)

(424)

(281)

(128)

(999)

(31)

(86)

(156)

(29)

(280)

(94)

(132)

(2,208)

(187)
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n=22671

(42)

(1,302)

(13,278)

(590)

(494)

(1,644)

(188)

(1,045)

(351)

(270)

(3,649)

(988)

(1,606)

(20) (9) (13)

(741) (281) (60) (220)

(1,053)

(567)

(1,105)

(149)

(104)

(502)

(51)

(486)

(235)

(225)

(205)

(176)

(757)

(78)

(116)

(153)

(62)

(428)

(96)

(129)

(3,712) (1,239) (1,787)

(326)

(203)

(1,714)

(25)

(106)

(319)

(50)

(675)

(144)

(219)

(22)

(42)

(73)

(18)

(25)

(71)

(25)

(55)

(19)

(17)

(6,540)
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(3,184)

(19,497)

(285)
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(285)

(19,497)

(3,184) (1,959) (113) (17) (679) (298) (118)

(272)

(6)(8)(37)(12)(220)

(15,157) (263) (63) (2,623) (1,119)

n=22966
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(17,528)

(1,094)

(6,311)

(3,938)

(1,139)

(677)

(1,837)
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n=23162

(146)

(1,094)

(6,311)

(3,938)

(677)

(1,837)

(1,139)

(15,023)

(7,683)

(3,485)

(2,863)

(733)

(1,399)

(345) (63) (154) (81) (31)

(8)

(9)

(172)

(15)

(926)

(66) (45) (1,850) (416) (128)

(297)

(24)

(56)

(22)

(5)(171)(250)

(7) (325) (43)

(17,528)

(665)(36)

(12)

(56) (2,174) (688)

(1,522) (1,253)
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n=23162

(17,528)

(1,094)

(6,311)

(3,938)

(1,139)

(1,837)

(677) (30) (136) (5) (81) (5) (78) (71) (18) (17) (47) (60) (19) (110)

(73) (538) (50) (11) (17) (99) (213) (26) (125) (117) (136) (75) (357)

(68)

(180)

(331)

(574)

(911)

(271)

(1,017)

(1,277)

(3,040)

(5,659)

(23)

(68)

(156)

(237)

(493)

(26)

(208)

(26)

(363)

(141)

(39)

(47)

(48)

(73)

(73)

(57)

(318)

(365)

(969)

(1,100) (2,299) (98) (298) (802) (1,811) (405) (3,438)

(1,912)

(1,503)

(684)

(119)(31)(181)(112)(95)(7)(110)

(477) (29) (215) (336) (201) (158)

(304)

(379)(957)

(484)(416)

(864)(100)(1,216)

(971) (158) (272)

(410)
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(17,528) (7,573) (4,303) (1,210) (4,442)

(1,583)

(1,670)

(74)

(380)

(557)

(116)(36)(133)(392)(677)

(1,837)

(1,139)

(3,938)

(6,311)

(1,094) (5,722) (3,136) (653)

(479)

(263)

(72)

(163)(514)(603)

(394)

(2,211)

(1,956) (2,206)

(1,390)

(293)

n=23162
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(176)

(22,797)
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(1,150)

(21,487)
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(1,150)

(21,487)

(397) (141) (314) (169) (125)

(267)(1,250)(3,015)(74)(238)(16,643)

n=22637
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(116)

(22,892)
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(3,930)

(244)

(148)

(76)

(1,037)

(86)

(12)

(64)

(899)

(12)

(1,135)

(53)

(474)

(54)

(3,983)

(309)

(17)

(2,971)

(2,229)
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Update language for Educational Attainment of Parents/Guardians question to refer to 
Immediate Family Members

Investigate trends among “Another, please specify” responses

Targeted promotion of Student Census among those with low response rates

Modify reports to allow for intersectional data analysis

Modify reports to include trend analysis

Analyze results of Student Census in relation to preliminary results of Applicant Census
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Biennial Survey DataAppendix B: 
Student Census Base Tables Fall 2022
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Table 1. Responses: Student Census Base Tables Fall 2022  
Notes:

(1) The Student Census population excludes 
students in the following: 
• Dental and Medical Residents & Fellows
• McGill Community for Lifelong Learning
• Non-Credit and Collegial level studies 
• Special and Visiting students
• Inbound Exchange students
• Quebec Inter-University Transfer

(2) Biennial data are not representative by 
Faculty, collection is ongoing and should be 
interpreted with caution.

(3) Statistics are based on those who 
responded to the Student Census and did not 
opt out (i.e. ‘Prefer not to answer’).

(4) Statistics are based on Fall 2022 
enrolment data as at October 15 with 
available Student Census data appended.

(5) Gender, Sexual Orientation, Disability, 
Indigenous Identity, Racial/Ethnic Identity, 
Financial Support, and Religious/Spiritual 
Identity questions are multi-select; 
percentages may add up to >100% as 
respondents are able to select more than one 
option.

(6) Questions regarding Indigenous and 
racialized identity are not mutually exclusive; 
individuals can self-identify at both, if 
applicable.

(7) Cell sizes <5 are not reported and are left 
blank.
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Student Census: Fall 2022 Biennial Data                                                                                      Count (n)      Column %   
1) Gender                                          Please indicate which term(s)                                                                                                Total             23,281            100.0%

best describe your gender.                                                                                                   Woman             14,128               60.7%
Select all that apply.  Man               8,684               37.3%

I Identify as Two-Spirit, transgender, non-binary, and/or intersex                   800                 3.4%
Cisgender              16,341              70.2%

Don’t Know/Questioning                    459     2.0%
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2) Sexual Orientation                    Please indicate which term(s)                                                                                                Total              22,006           100.0%

best describe your sexual orientation.                              I identify as a member of the 2SLGBTQ+ community                4,221              19.2%
Select all that apply.                                                                             Heterosexual/Straight              16,967              77.1%

Don’t Know/Questioning                   943                 4.3%
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3) Disability                                      For the purposes of this question,                                                                                           Total               22,301           100.0%

the term persons with disabilities Yes                  1,964                8.8%
refers to people who experience any No                20,337              91.2%  
impairment, including physical, mental, 
sensory, or learning disabilities, including 
those with chronic health conditions, whether
permanent, temporary, or episodic in nature, 
or evident or not which may result in a person 
encountering barriers to full participation in 
university life or society. This can also include 
persons identifying as neurodivergent.  
An official diagnosis is not required.
According to this definition, do you identify 
as a person with a disability?
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
If you answered “Yes”,                                              Total                    1,808          100.0%
Which of the following best describes Hearing            70               3.9%
the disability barrier(s) you experience?   Medical condition (e.g. Crohn’s disease, chronic pain, diabetes)                       214            11.8%
Select all that apply.                             Mobility (e.g. cerebral palsy, multiple sclerosis, muscular dystrophy)                         95               5.3%

Visual                           84               4.6%
Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder                         705            39.0%

Learning disability (e.g. Spoken language-listening and speaking, Written language-reading, Arithmetic-calculation and reasoning)                        357            19.7%
Mental health disorder (e.g. depression, anxiety disorders, schizophrenia)                     1,072      59.3%

Autism Spectrum                         165              9.1%
Another disability, please specify                           96               5.3%

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Table 1. Responses: Student Census Base Tables Fall 2022  

Notes:

(1) Survey population excludes students in 
the following: 
• Dental and Medical Residents & Fellows
• McGill Community for Lifelong Learning
• Non-Credit and Collegial level studies 

students
• Students on Leave of Absence, Special, 

and Visiting students
• Inbound Exchange students
• Quebec Inter-University Transfer 

students

(2) Biennial data are not representative by 
Faculty, collection is ongoing and should be 
interpreted with caution.

(3) Statistics are based on those who 
responded to the survey and did not opt out 
(i.e. ‘Prefer not to answer’).

(4) Statistics are based on Fall 2022 
enrolment data as at October 15 with 
available Student Demographic Survey data 
appended.

(5) Gender and Sexual Orientation questions 
are multi-select; percentages may add up to 
>100% as respondents are able to select 
more than one option.

(6) Questions regarding Indigenous and 
racialized identity are not mutually exclusive; 
individuals can self-identify at both, if 
applicable.

(7) Cell sizes <5 are not reported and are left 
blank.
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Student Census: Fall 2022 Biennial Data                                                                                      Count (n)      Column %   
4) Indigenous Persons in               Indigenous people in North America                                                                                           Total              23,023            100.0%
Canada and the United States      are defined as First Nations Yes                    257                 1.1%

(status or non status), Inuit, and No              22,766               98.9%
Métis in Canada as well as                                          
Native Americans, Native Hawaiians and                              
Alaskan Natives in the USA                                                                              
Do you identify as an Indigenous person
in North America? 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
If you answered “Yes”,                                              Total                      246          100.0%
More specifically, with which First Nations in Canada who are status, treaty, or registered                      132            53.7%
Indigenous persons do you identify?                                 First Nations in Canada who are                         36            14.6% 
Select all that apply.                                                                             non-status, non-treaty, or non-registered 

Inuit                         11              4.5%
Métis                         79            32.1%

Native Americans, Native Hawaiians, and Alaskan Natives from                         17              6.9%
the USA, including enrolled/registered and non-enrolled/non-registered 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5) Racial and/or                              Please indicate which group(s)                                                                                               Total                 22,671          100.0%
Ethnic Identity best describe your racial and/or.                              Arab (e.g. Egyptian, Iraqi, Moroccan)                   1,606              7.1%

ethnic identity. Select all that apply.                                 Black (e.g. African, American, Canadian, Caribbean)                       988              4.4%
The listed groups reflect those used Chinese                    3,649            16.1%
in the Canadian Census which Filipino                        270              1.2%
allows us to understands Korean                        351              1.5%
our student body in relation Latin American (e.g. Brazilian, Guatemalan, Mexican)                     1,045              4.6%
to Canadian demographics. Japanese                         188              0.8%

South Asian (e.g. East Indian, Pakistani, Sri Lankan)                    1,644              7.3%
Southeast Asian (e.g. Vietnamese, Cambodian, Laotian, Thai)                     494              2.2%

West Asian (e.g. Afghan, Iranian)                       590            2.6%
White                  13,278            58.6%

Another racial and/or ethnic identity                     1,302              5.7%
Unsure                           42              0.2%

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
6) Educational Attainment of         Are you the first in your immediate family                                                                                   Total                    22,966          100.0%
Parents or Guardians                       (including parents or guardians) to                                                                                          Yes                      3,184            13.9%

attend university?                                                                              No                    19,497            84.9%
Don’t know                          285              1.2%

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Notes:

(1) The Student Census population excludes 
students in the following: 
• Dental and Medical Residents & Fellows
• McGill Community for Lifelong Learning
• Non-Credit and Collegial level studies 
• Special and Visiting students
• Inbound Exchange students
• Quebec Inter-University Transfer

(2) Biennial data are not representative by 
Faculty, collection is ongoing and should be 
interpreted with caution.

(3) Statistics are based on those who 
responded to the Student Census and did not 
opt out (i.e. ‘Prefer not to answer’).

(4) Statistics are based on Fall 2022 
enrolment data as at October 15 with 
available Student Census data appended.

(5) Gender, Sexual Orientation, Disability, 
Indigenous Identity, Racial/Ethnic Identity, 
Financial Support, and Religious/Spiritual 
Identity questions are multi-select; 
percentages may add up to >100% as 
respondents are able to select more than one 
option.

(6) Questions regarding Indigenous and 
racialized identity are not mutually exclusive; 
individuals can self-identify at both, if 
applicable.

(7) Cell sizes <5 are not reported and are left 
blank.
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Table 1. Responses: Student Census Base Tables Fall 2022  

Notes:

(1) Survey population excludes students in 
the following: 
• Dental and Medical Residents & Fellows
• McGill Community for Lifelong Learning
• Non-Credit and Collegial level studies 

students
• Students on Leave of Absence, Special, 

and Visiting students
• Inbound Exchange students
• Quebec Inter-University Transfer 

students

(2) Biennial data are not representative by 
Faculty, collection is ongoing and should be 
interpreted with caution.

(3) Statistics are based on those who 
responded to the survey and did not opt out 
(i.e. ‘Prefer not to answer’).

(4) Statistics are based on Fall 2022 
enrolment data as at October 15 with 
available Student Demographic Survey data 
appended.

(5) Gender and Sexual Orientation questions 
are multi-select; percentages may add up to 
>100% as respondents are able to select 
more than one option.

(6) Questions regarding Indigenous and 
racialized identity are not mutually exclusive; 
individuals can self-identify at both, if 
applicable.

(7) Cell sizes <5 are not reported and are left 
blank.
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Student Census: Fall 2022 Biennial Data                                                                                      Count (n)      Column %   
7) Financial Support                       How are you covering your                                                                                                    Total                 23,162            100.0%

tuition and living expenses?                              Financial support from family                 17,528              75.7%
Select all that apply.                                      Self-help (e.g. prior savings, summer job, full or part-time work)                11,094              47.9%

Scholarship, fellowship, or other awards                   6,311              27.2%
Government Student Financial Assistance Program (e.g. AFE, OSAP, US Direct Loans, etc.)                  3,938              17.0%

Loan from another institution (e.g. banking line of credit)                  1,139                4.9%
McGill Financial Aid (e.g. McGill Bursary and Loan Program based on financial need)                  1,837                7.9%

Other, please specify                       677                2.9%
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
8) State/Provincial Care                 Are you currently or have                                                                                                    Total                  22,973           100.0%

you ever been in the care                                                                         Yes                       176                 0.8%
of a provincial/state authority                                                                   No                  22,797              99.2%

(e.g. foster care, group home, 
residential facility, etc.)

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
9) Student Caregivers                     Dependents can include a Total                   22,637          100.0%

minor child or an adult with                                                                         Yes, I have one or more dependents                    1,150              5.1%
a disability (parent or other relative)                                                                No, I don’t have any dependents                  21,487            94.9%
who rely on you for regular                                     
day-to-day care. You do not have to be
the sole caregiver to consider yourself 
a primary caregiver.
Do you have one or more
dependents for whom you
are the primary caregiver?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
10) Refugee Status                          For the purpose of this question, Total                  22,008          100.0%

refugee, displaced person, asylum seeker,                                                                                                            Yes             116               0.5%
or stateless person refers to a person who                                                        No                 22,892             99.5%
has been forced to leave their country                 
in order to escape circumstances such as
war, persecution, or natural disaster, 
a person seeking protection in another country, 
or a person who has been deported or is not able 
to return to the country they came from.
Are you a refugee, displaced person, asylum seeker,
or stateless person? 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Notes:

(1) The Student Census population excludes 
students in the following: 
• Dental and Medical Residents & Fellows
• McGill Community for Lifelong Learning
• Non-Credit and Collegial level studies 
• Special and Visiting students
• Inbound Exchange students
• Quebec Inter-University Transfer

(2) Biennial data are not representative by 
Faculty, collection is ongoing and should be 
interpreted with caution.

(3) Statistics are based on those who 
responded to the Student Census and did not 
opt out (i.e. ‘Prefer not to answer’).

(4) Statistics are based on Fall 2022 
enrolment data as at October 15 with 
available Student Census data appended.

(5) Gender, Sexual Orientation, Disability, 
Indigenous Identity, Racial/Ethnic Identity, 
Financial Support, and Religious/Spiritual 
Identity questions are multi-select; 
percentages may add up to >100% as 
respondents are able to select more than one 
option.

(6) Questions regarding Indigenous and 
racialized identity are not mutually exclusive; 
individuals can self-identify at both, if 
applicable.

(7) Cell sizes <5 are not reported and are left 
blank.
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Table 1. Responses: Student Census Base Tables Fall 2022  

Notes:

(1) Survey population excludes students in 
the following: 
• Dental and Medical Residents & Fellows
• McGill Community for Lifelong Learning
• Non-Credit and Collegial level studies 

students
• Students on Leave of Absence, Special, 

and Visiting students
• Inbound Exchange students
• Quebec Inter-University Transfer 

students

(2) Biennial data are not representative by 
Faculty, collection is ongoing and should be 
interpreted with caution.

(3) Statistics are based on those who 
responded to the survey and did not opt out 
(i.e. ‘Prefer not to answer’).

(4) Statistics are based on Fall 2022 
enrolment data as at October 15 with 
available Student Demographic Survey data 
appended.

(5) Gender and Sexual Orientation questions 
are multi-select; percentages may add up to 
>100% as respondents are able to select 
more than one option.

(6) Questions regarding Indigenous and 
racialized identity are not mutually exclusive; 
individuals can self-identify at both, if 
applicable.

(7) Cell sizes <5 are not reported and are left 
blank.
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Student Census: Fall 2022 Biennial Data                                                                                      Count (n)      Column %   
11) Religious/Spiritual Identity   Please indicate which term(s) Total               15,693            100.0%

best describe your religious,                              Agnostic                 2,229              14.2%
spiritual, and/or secular identity.                                                                Atheist                 2,971              18.9%
Select all that apply. Baháʼí 17                0.1%   

Buddhist                    309                2.0%
Christian                 3,983              25.4%

Confucian                      54                 0.3%
Hindu                    474                 3.0%

Indigenous spirituality                      53                 0.3%
Islam                 1,135                 7.2%

Jain                      12                 0.1%
Jewish                    899                 5.7%
Pagan                      64                 0.4%
Shinto                      12                 0.1%

Sikh                      86                 0.5%
Spiritual, but not religious                1,037                 6.6%

Taoist                     76                 0.5%
Traditional Chinese Religion                   148                 0.9%

Another religion or spiritual framework, please specify                   244                 1.6%
Do not identify with any religious or spiritual framework                3,930              25.0%

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Notes:

(1) The Student Census population excludes 
students in the following: 
• Dental and Medical Residents & Fellows
• McGill Community for Lifelong Learning
• Non-Credit and Collegial level studies 
• Special and Visiting students
• Inbound Exchange students
• Quebec Inter-University Transfer

(2) Biennial data are not representative by 
Faculty, collection is ongoing and should be 
interpreted with caution.

(3) Statistics are based on those who 
responded to the Student Census and did not 
opt out (i.e. ‘Prefer not to answer’).

(4) Statistics are based on Fall 2022 
enrolment data as at October 15 with 
available Student Census data appended.

(5) Gender, Sexual Orientation, Disability, 
Indigenous Identity, Racial/Ethnic Identity, 
Financial Support, and Religious/Spiritual 
Identity questions are multi-select; 
percentages may add up to >100% as 
respondents are able to select more than one 
option.

(6) Questions regarding Indigenous and 
racialized identity are not mutually exclusive; 
individuals can self-identify at both, if 
applicable.

(7) Cell sizes <5 are not reported and are left 
blank.
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