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430th REPORT OF THE ACADEMIC POLICY COMMITTEE TO SENATE 

 on APC meeting held on 26th May and 1st September 2011 
 
I. TO BE APPROVED BY SENATE 

 
(A) NEW TEACHING PROGRAMS REQUIRING SENATE APPROVAL (approvals of new minors and options 

added to existing programs and major revisions to programs are reported in Section IV.A.1.a. for 
information)   

 
Faculty of Medicine 

 
M.Sc.; Family Medicine; Thesis – APPENDIX A 
 
At a meeting on 1st September 2011, APC reviewed a proposal from the Faculty of Medicine for 
the creation of a M.Sc.; Family Medicine program. The program, which was approved by the 
Council of Graduate and Postdoctoral Studies on 19th May 2011, aims at increasing the research 
skills and capacity of practicing family physicians, as well as clinicians and students across 
disciplines interested in carrying out meaningful research in the practice of Family Medicine. On 
21st January 2009, Senate had approved the program as an Option in Family Medicine within the 
M.Sc. in Experimental Medicine. The program now requires approval as a new degree program in 
order to be submitted to CREPUQ’s Commission d’évaluation des projets de programmes (CEP) 
and to the Ministry of Education, Leisure and Sport (MELS) for evaluation and approval.   
 
APC therefore recommends that Senate approve the following resolution: 
 
         Be it resolved that Senate approve the proposed M.Sc; Family Medicine; Thesis. 

 
(B)  ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE ISSUES / POLICIES / GOVERNANCE/AWARDS  -  none. 

 
(C) CREATION OF NEW UNITS / NAME CHANGES / REPORTING CHANGES  

 
Faculty of Medicine 

 
Creation of a Department of Pediatric Surgery – APPENDIX B 
 
At a meeting on 26th May 2011, APC reviewed a proposal from the Faculty of Medicine to create a 
Department of Pediatric Surgery within the Faculty of Medicine. The proposal was initially 
submitted by the head of the clinical Department of Pediatric Surgery at the MUHC/MCH 
(Montreal Children’s Hospital) which was created in 2007 and has no academic equivalent in the 
Faculty of Medicine. All academics carrying out the surgical mission of Pediatrics at the MCH 
currently hold appointments in the Department of Surgery and in three other departments 
(Ophthalmology, Otolaryngology and Neurology and Neurosurgery) and are therefore overseen by 
four different Chairs whose primary responsibilities and activities are at the adult hospital sites. 
The proposal was considered by an ad hoc committee struck by the Dean of the Faculty of 
Medicine in spring 2009 and was submitted to extensive consultations.  While recognizing the 
issues of concern that were raised in the consultations, the Deanery Executive Council gave the 
proposal its unanimous support on 7th July 2010, and again on 23rd August 2011.  The issues raised 
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that were given particular attention included: 1) the effective representation of manpower needs 
from a clinical and educational perspective regarding PEMS (Plans d’effectifs médicaux par 
établissement) and the appropriate distribution of manpower needs, and 2) the need to coordinate 
the teaching mission with respect to the training of residents and fellows, given that responsibility 
and standards for their training lie with different professional organizations. Further reservations 
expressed by the Department of Neurology and Neurosurgery have been answered to the 
satisfaction of the Dean and the Deanery Executive Council.  The Faculty believes that the 
establishment of the new department is to the betterment of its educational, clinical and research 
missions. 
 
APC therefore recommends that Senate approve the following resolution: 
 

Be it resolved that Senate approve the proposal for the creation of a Department of 
Pediatrics Surgery /”Département de chirurgie pédiatrique” in the Faculty of 
Medicine and so recommend to the Board of Governors. 

 
(D) CHANGES IN DEGREE DESIGNATION - none. 
 

II. TO BE ENDORSED BY SENATE  /  PRESENTED TO SENATE FOR DISCUSSION - none 
             

III.  APPROVED BY APC IN THE NAME OF SENATE 
 

(A)  DEFINITIONS – none 
 
(B) STUDENT EXCHANGE PARTNERSHIPS  / CONTRACTS /  INTERUNIVERSITY PARTNERSHIPS  

 
1. University of Connecticut – Student exchange partnership 
 
At its meeting on 26th May 2011, APC approved a proposed student exchange partnership with the 
University of Connecticut, which is considered the flagship institution of higher learning of the state 
of Connecticut and the top public university in New England.  The University of Connecticut (UConn) 
is a partner institution in the CREPUQ Student Exchange Consortium and has recently been elected to 
membership in Universitas 21.  UConn is the only public university in New England which has its 
own Schools of Law, Social Work, Medicine, and Dental Medicine.  Founded in 1881, it has grown to 
include 14 Schools and Colleges at its main campus in Storrs, separate Schools of Law and Social 
Work in Hartford, five regional campuses throughout the state and Schools of Medicine and Dentistry 
at the UConn Health Center in Farmington. UConn’s students numbered 30,034 in Fall 2010, 8,153 of 
whom were graduate/professional. McGill has exchange partnerships with twelve other educational 
institutions in the United States. 
 
2. University of Otago, New Zealand – Student exchange partnership  
 
At its meeting on 26th May 2011, APC approved a proposed student exchange partnership with the 
University of Otago, New Zealand’s oldest university.  The University, which was established in 1869 
by Scottish settlers who shared a strong conviction in the transforming power of education, has about 
20,000 students from all over New Zealand and from nearly 100 countries around the world.  Otago is 
New Zealand’s most research-intensive university and the highest ranked for the quality of its 
research.  It has a higher proportion of Ph.D. students than any other university in New Zealand.  Most 
undergraduates study at the main campus in Dunedin, which is the only true university town in 
Australasia. The University also has important health sciences campuses in Christchurch and 
Wellington, a centre in Auckland, and a small campus for the College of Education in Invercargill. 
Otago has a Treaty-based partnership with Ngai Tahu, the Maori people of the South Island, and 
strong links with other Maori tribes. Otago encourages its New Zealand students to spend part of their 
course at leading international partner-universities.  
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3. Killam Fellowship Program Agreement 
 
At its meeting on 1st September 2011, APC approved  a proposal that the University enter into a 
memorandum of understanding with the Foundation for Educational Exchange between Canada and 
the United States of America to continue its partnership under the Killam Fellowship Program.  The 
Program is administered by Fulbright Canada and is supported by the Killam American Trusts and 
Foreign Affairs and International Trade Canada.  McGill was one of the first universities to join the 
pilot Killam Fellowships Program in 2002. The Program provides an opportunity for exceptional 
undergraduate students from 12 universities and colleges in the United States and twelve Canadian 
universities to spend either one semester or a full academic year as an exchange student in the other 
country. Since the beginning of exchanges under this Program in 2004, ten McGill undergraduate 
students have participated and 12 incoming Killam Fellowship recipients from universities in the 
United States have been hosted by McGill. 

 
IV.  FOR THE INFORMATION OF SENATE 

 
(A)  APPROVAL OF COURSES AND TEACHING PROGRAMS 

  
1.  Programs 

 
a) APC approvals (new options/concentrations and major revisions to existing programs) 
 
        i. New concentrations/options within existing programs  
 

Faculty of Agricultural and Environmental Sciences 
 

B.Sc. (Nutr.Sc.); Nutrition; Health and Disease; Major (90 cr.)  
 
At a meeting on 26th May 2011, APC approved the creation of a Concentration in 
Health and Disease within the B.Sc.(Nutr.Sc.) Major in Nutrition which results from 
an overhaul of all Nutrition majors in order to make their content more current.  
This particular concentration reflects the recognition of Nutrition’s impact on health 
and disease and is expected to be popular with students.                     

     
        ii. Major revisions of existing programs  
 

Faculty of Arts 
 
Joint Ph.D. in Social Work 
 
At a meeting on 26th May 2011, APC approved the proposal that the Université du 
Québec à Montréal (UQAM) join the Université de Montréal (UdeM) and McGill in 
offering the joint Ph.D. in Social Work program, offered since 1996. UQAM’s 
participation in the joint Ph.D. program is subject to approval by UdeM, to a positive 
evaluation by CREPUQ’s Commission d’évaluation des projets de programmes (CEP) 
and to final approval by MELS of UQAM’s proposal to offer the Ph.D. degree. 
 

Schulich School of Music 
 
At a meeting on 26th May 2011, APC approved major revisions to the M.Mus. in 
Performance programs. 
The following 11 programs were retired 
       M.Mus.; Performance; Solo; Thesis (45 cr.) 
       M.Mus.; Performance; Orchestral; Thesis (45 cr.) 
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       M.Mus.; Performance; Chamber Music; Thesis (48 cr.) 
       M.Mus.; Performance; Solo Piano; Thesis (49 cr.) 
       M.Mus.; Performance; Chamber Music; Thesis (49 cr.) 
       M.Mus.; Performance; Solo; Thesis (45 cr.) 
       M.Mus.; Performance; Church Music; Thesis (45 cr.) 
       M.Mus.; Performance; Piano; Thesis (45 cr.) 
       M.Mus.; Performance; Vocal Opera; Thesis (45 cr.) 
       M.Mus.; Performance; Opera; Thesis (45 cr.) 
       M.Mus.; Performance; Vocal; Thesis (49 cr.) 
They were replaced with the following seven 45-credit programs: 
       M.Mus.; Performance; Orchestral Instruments and Guitar; Thesis (45 cr.)    

                                                   M.Mus.; Performance; Piano; Thesis (45 cr.)                                                          
       M.Mus.; Performance; Organ and Church Music; Thesis (45 cr.)                          
       M.Mus; Performance; Collaborative Piano; Thesis (45 cr.)                                   
       M.Mus.; Performance; Early Music; Thesis (45 cr.)                                              
       M.Mus.; Performance; Conducting; Thesis (45 cr.)                                                
       M.Mus.; Performance; Opera and Voice; Thesis (45 cr.)                                        
 

b) APC Subcommittee on Courses and Teaching Programs (SCTP) approvals Summary 
reports: http://www.mcgill.ca/apc/sctpreports/. 

 
       i. Moderate and minor program revisions 
 
             Faculty of Arts 
             Approved by SCTP on 27th May 2011 
                    B.A.; English; Cultural Studies; Major Concentration (36 cr.) 
                    B.A.; English; Cultural Studies; Honours (60 cr.) 
                    B.A.; English; Cultural Studies; Minor Concentration (18 cr.) 
                    B.A.; Politics, Law and Society; Minor concentration (18 cr.) 
                    B.A.; Science for Arts Students; Minor Concentration (18 cr.) 
                    B.A.; Social Studies of Medicine; Minor Concentration (18 cr.) 
                    B.A.; Linguistics; Minor Concentration (18 cr.) 
                    B.A.; Linguistics; Major Concentration (36 cr.) 
                   B.A.; Linguistics Component; Joint Honours (36 cr.) 
                   B.A.; Linguistics; Honours (60 cr.) 
             School of Continuing Studies 
             Approved by SCTP on 28th April 2011 
                   Certificate; Health and Social Services Management (30 cr.) 
                   Certificate; Entrepreneurship (30 cr.) 
                   Certificate; Management (30 cr.) 
                    

Faculty of Education         
Approved by SCTP on 28tthMarch 2012 
      B.Ed.; Kindergarten and Elementary; Jewish Studies (120 cr.) 
      M.A.; Teaching and Learning; Non-Thesis (60 cr.) 
Approved by SCTP on 27th May 2911 
      B.Ed.; Secondary Mathematics (120 cr.) 
                  
Faculty of Engineering 
Approved by SCTP on 28th April 2011  
       M.U.P.; Urban Planning; Non-Thesis (66 cr.) 
       M.Arch.; (Professional) Design Studio-Directed Research; Non-Thesis (60 cr.) 
       M.U.P.; Urban Planning; Non-Thesis (66 cr.) 
       M.U.P.; Transportation Planning; Non-Thesis (66 cr.) 
 

http://www.mcgill.ca/apc/sctpreports/
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Approved by SCTP on 27th May 2011 
       B.Sc.(Arch.) (126 cr.) 
       B.Eng.; Chemical Engineering; Major (141-144 cr.) 
       B.Eng.; Civil Engineering; Major (139 cr.) 
       B.Eng.; Materials Engineering Co-op (147-148 cr.) 
       B.Eng.; Materials engineering; Minor (24 cr.) 
  
Faculty of Medicine    
Approved by SCTP on28th April 2011 
        M.Sc.; Biochemistry; Chemical Biology; Thesis (47 cr.) 
        M.Sc.; Biochemistry; Bioinformatics; Thesis (45 cr.) 
        Ph.D.; Biochemistry  
        Ph.D.; Biochemistry; Chemical Biology 
        M.Sc.; Public Health; Non-Thesis (52 cr.) 
        M.Sc.; Public Health; Environment; Non-Thesis (52 cr.) 
        M.Sc. (Applied); Nursing; Non-Thesis (45-58 cr.)                     

             Approved by SCTP on 18th May 2010 
                     M.Sc.(Applied); Nursing; Non-Thesis (45-58 cr.) 
             Approved by SCTP on 28th April 2011 
                     M.Sc.; Biochemistry; Thesis (45 cr.) 
 
             Faculty of Science 
             Approved by SCTP on 27th May 2011 
                      B.Sc.; Atmospheric Science and Physics; Joint Major (67 cr.) 
 
     ii. Program retirements:   

 
                   Faculty of Arts 
                   Approved by SCTP on 27th May 2011 
                   B.A.; Freshman Program – Legacy Option (24 cr.) 
              
                   Schulich School of Music 
                   Approved by SCTP on 28th April 2011 and by APC on 26th May 2011 
                   Please see Major revisions IV A) 1) a) ii above. 
  
2. Courses (SCTP meeting dates, as indicated) 

 
a) New Courses:  
             
            Faculty of Agricultural and Environmental Sciences: 1 (28th April 2011);    
            Faculty of Arts: 18 (28th April 2011); 15 (27th May 2011); 
            Faculty of Education: 10 (28th April 2011):  
            Faculty of Engineering: 11 (27th May 2011); 
            Faculty of Law: 10 (14th April 2011); 
            Faculty of Medicine: 5 (28th April 2011); 4 (27th May 2011); 
            Schulich School of Music: 38 (3rd March 2011); 1 (27th May 2011); 
             Faculty of Religious Studies: 1 (27th May 2011); 
             Faculty of Science: 1 (28th April 2011); 3 (27th May 2011). 
 
b) Course Revisions:  

 
                     Faculty of Agricultural and Environmental Sciences: 3 (27th May 2011);                  
                                     Faculty of Arts: 3 (28th April 2011); 15 (27th May 2011); 

             School of Continuing Studies: 8 (28th April 2011); 1 (27th May 2011); 
             Faculty of Education: 29 (28th April 2011); 2 (27th May 2011); 



 

430th APC Report to Senate Page 6 
 

 
 

             Faculty of Engineering: 11 (28th April 2011); 8 (27th May 2011); 
             Faculty of Law: 15 (27th May 2011); 
             Faculty of Medicine: 1 (27th May 2011); 

                                       Schulich School of Music:  20 (3rd March 2011); 
                                       Faculty of Science: 1 (27th May 2011); 4 (27th May 2011). 
                                                     

c) Course retirements: 
             
             Faculty of Agricultural and Environmental Sciences:  11 (27th May 2011);  
             Faculty of Arts:  8 (27th May 2011);  

                        School of Continuing Studies:  2 (28th April 2011); 1 (27th May 2011); 
                        Faculty of Engineering: 6 (28th April 2011); 3 (27th May 2011); 
                        Faculty of Law: 15 (27th May 2011); 
                        Schulich School of Music: 16 (3rd March 2011).  
 

           (B)  OTHER 
 
           French translation of “McGill Writing Centre” 

           
The proposal for the creation of the McGill Writing Centre within the Centre for Continuing 
Education (now School of Continuing Studies) was approved by APC on 7th October 2010, by Senate 
on 20th October (422nd APC Report – D10-10) and by the Board of Governors on 30th November 2010.  
No French translation for the name of the Centre had been provided at that time.  At its meeting on 1st 
September 2011, APC was informed that the McGill Writing Centre will be known in French as le 
Centre de la communication écrite de McGill. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 






























