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PREAMBLE: 

 
McGill University prides itself in being a leading research institution in the world. 
The University’s research strength lies not only in its outstanding professors,
involved in cutting-edge research, but also in attracting and retaining equally 
exceptional graduate students and postdoctoral researchers. Post-docs are an 
essential pillar to the University’s research strength, as they are highly qualified 
individuals pursuing innovative research projects under the supervision of a 
professor. However, postdoctoral fellows at McGill presently do not enjoy any
benefits associated with students or with other research personnel.  
 
On October 8th 2008, an article was published in Le Devoir 
(www.ledevoir.com/2008/10/08/209605.html) stating the decision of the Canada 
Revenue Agency (CRA) to declare post-doctoral stipends as taxable. The 
article explains that post-docs will be expected to pay federal tax on their 
stipend of 2008 as well as in advance for 2009. In Quebec, post-docs earn 
approximately $35000 annually, forcing them to shell out approximately $7000 
in taxes this year. The article explains that by July of the present year; the CRA
had notified the Conférence des Recteurs et des Principaux des Universités du
Québec (CREPUQ), of which McGill is a member, that postdoctoral fellows
were NOT eligible for a T2202A (Tuition, Education and Textbooks amounts)
certificate that made post-docs exempt from paying federal taxes. In Quebec, 
1500 post-docs will be affected, of which approximately 700 are at McGill. 
 
This decision will have substantial impact on McGill research strength for the 
following reasons.  Postdoctoral researchers will become trivialized as they will
earn less than PhD students supported by federal funding agencies, and they 
will continue to enjoy few if any benefits. Recruitment and Retention: many top-
quality post-docs may decide to start or continue their research in other
institutions than McGill. Postdoctoral conditions may deter enrolment of
graduate students, as there will be little incentive for them to pursue further
research. 
  

 
QUESTION: 

 
1.  Does McGill plan to issue post-docs with a T2202A for the year 2008-09? 
 
2.  Why have post-docs not been informed about the decision of the CRA by the
University? This would have allowed us more time to plan financially. 
 
3.  What is the position of McGill with respect to the decision of the CRA and 
what is the University’s strategy in dealing with this issue? 
 
4.  In lieu of the CRA decision what are the University’s plans to improve
conditions for post-docs at McGill? Particularly how will McGill lead the way in
continuing to recruit and retain first-class researchers?    
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