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Note to Senators: This report summarizes matters for information, decisions/approvals on behalf of the Senate, 
and recommendations for action by the Senate regarding the Senate agenda/meeting.  For this first meeting, 
each of the items includes a brief descriptive note relating to the item (in italics). 

 
1. CALENDAR OF BUSINESS 

  
The Secretary-General noted for the information of Senate Steering Committee and members of Senate that the 
Calendar of Business has been updated for 2008-2009, and is web available at 
http://www.mcgill.ca/senate/senate20082009/calendarofbusiness/.   
 
A resource for Senators, the Calendar of Business provides an overview of business coming forward over the 
course of the academic year and is updated regularly by the University Secretariat.  This is a recurring item for 
Senate Steering Committee and Senators are encouraged to send questions or comments on the Calendar to 
the Secretary-General (Johanne Pelletier – johanne.pelletier@mcgill.ca). 
 

   
2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF SENATE 

 
The minutes of the meeting of May 21, 2008 have been circulated.  It is recommended that they now be 
considered for approval. 
 
Senate Steering Committee reviews the draft minutes and recommends approval to Senate.  
 

3. SPEAKING RIGHTS  
 
Steering Committee recommends that speaking rights be granted to  Ms.Lynne Gervais (Associate Vice-Principal, 
Human Resources) for item  IIA - Question 1 (Payment of Salary to Teaching Assistants); to Professor Jim Nicell 
(Associate Vice-Principal, University Services) for item IIA – Question 2 (Senate Consultation on University 
Guidelines); and to Professor William Foster (Associate Provost, Policies and Procedures) for item IIB2.1 (Policy 
on Individual Conflict of Interest), and item IIB2.2 (Regulations on Conflicts of Commitment and Consulting for 
Academic and Librarian Staff). 
 
Steering Committee will recommend that speaking rights be granted to non-Senators where a question or other 
item on the agenda may require the participation of a non-member of Senate.  
 

4. COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE  
 
Steering Committee recommends that Senate enter into Committee of the Whole for 30 minutes, with the 
Principal in the Chair, for discussion of item IIB2.1 Policy on Individual Conflict of Interest, and for an additional 
30 minutes for discussion of item IIB2.2  Regulations on Conflicts of Commitment and Consulting for Academic 
and Librarian Staff. 
 
Steering Committee may recommend Senate enter into “Committee of the Whole” for a specified period of time, 
most often for discussion of policies brought to Senate.  The term “committee of the whole” signals when the 
entire membership of a house (our Senate, for example) discusses a matter/issue as a committee, more 
informally, approximating the conditions of freedom of a committee. 
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5. CHAIR OF SENATE 
 

Steering Committee recommends that Dean Donald McLean chair the meeting for the Principal's Report and 
discussion. 
 
Senate Steering may recommend an alternate chair for an item where the Principal has a lead role in presenting. 
 

6. INFORMATION ITEMS 
 
6.1 Senate Elections (Committees and Senate Member on the Board of Governors) 
 
 The results of recent Senate elections are as follows: 
 
 Senate Steering Committee – Professors Kohur GowriSankaran and Bernard Robaire have been re-
 elected, Professor Martin Kreiswirth was elected as a new member, and Ms. Nadya Wilkinson was elected 
 as a student member.  Professor Michael Smith and Mr. John Hobbins continue to serve on the committee.  
 
 Senate Nominating Committee – Professor Beverlea Tallant and Ms. Kathryn Peterson were re-elected 
 by acclamation.  Mr. Alexander DeGuise and Ms. Nadya Wilkinson were elected as student members.  
 Professors Ian Butler, Ronald Gehr, John Kurien, Timothy R. Moore, and Maria Zannis-Hadjopoulos, and Mr. 
 Marc Richard continue to serve on the committee.   There was a call for nominations for the remaining 
 two positions, with a deadline of September 12 2008.  
  
 Professor David Harpp has been acclaimed as the second of two Senate representatives to the Board of 
 Governors.  Professor Gary Pekeles continues to serve as the other Senate representative. 
 
6.2 Senate meeting dates 2008-2009 
 

The Senate, Senate Steering Committee, Senate Nominating Committee, and Honorary Degrees and 
Convocations Committee meeting dates for the coming academic year are attached to this Report. 

 
6.3 Senate orientation/information session 
 

It was noted, as per the recommendation of Senate Steering in 2007-08, that the Secretary-General will 
speak to a brief series of FAQs about Senate at this meeting and follow with a separate Senate 
orientation/information session in the Fall (open to all Senators).  Senators will be advised of the date and 
location as soon as they are confirmed.  All Senators are encouraged to attend.  

 
6.4 Joint Board Senate meeting – October 27, 2008 
  

Steering Committee asks that the Provost rise and inform Senate of the preparations for the annual joint 
meeting of Senate and the Board, on the topic of intellectual property rights.  

 
6.5 Degrees and Diplomas 

 
In accordance with its terms of reference, Senate Steering Committee, on May 21, 2008, approved in the 
name of Senate, the degrees, certificates and diplomas listed in Appendix A (attached document).  
 

Present:  Professor Heather Munroe-Blum (Chair), Professor Anthony Masi (Chair), Professor Kohur 
GowriSankaran, Mr. John Hobbins, Professor Martin Kreiswirth, Professor Bernard Robaire, Ms. Nadya 
Wilkinson, Secretary-General Johanne Pelletier (Secretary).  

  
 Regrets: Professor Michael Smith. 


