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PREAMBLE: 

 
Access to new health technologies makes a difference to the millions of people 
who are dying every year because they do not have access to life-saving health 
innovations. In 2008, UNAIDS reported that sixty-nine percent of people living 
with HIV in low and middle income countries do not have access to treatment. 
   
The World Health Assembly (WHA) has recognized that the relationship 
between health and intellectual property (IP) issues should be addressed the 
world over and, in May 2008, adopted a "Global strategy on public health, 
innovation and intellectual property."  
 
McGill University is a world-renowned leading research-intensive university and, 
as such, it is important that health needs—including needs in the developing 
world—are addressed through our IP policy. Further, Campaign McGill 
promises that McGill University will be "generating new technologies to improve 
human health"  and public health, including the "transfer of knowledge from 
bench to bedside."  
 
Following the Joint Senate-Board 2008 meeting, McGill is undergoing a review 
of its policies governing intellectual property. 
 
Canadian Universities are moving towards adopting, or have already adopted, 
equitable licensing policies—such as UBC's strategy for enhancing global 
access to its technologies. 
  
Other institutions, including the University of California Berkeley and the 
University of Vermont, have articulated similar ideas through social 
responsibility programs. Equitable licensing is also an important means of 
attracting investment in university research, as exemplified through UBC’s 
experience with funding from the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation as well as 
the Foundation for the National Institutes of Health. 
  

 
QUESTION: 

 
1. Will the IP review include an evaluation of equitable licensing practices? 
 
2. What is the timeline for the IP review and when will it be finalized?  
 
3. How will Senate, its committees, and its members be involved in the review 
process? 
 
4. How can students, faculty, and other members of the university community 
get involved in the review? 
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