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PREAMBLE: The proportion and thus the number of graduate students at McGill has 
increased, and will continue to increase in line with the Principal's priorities on 
research intensiveness. The PGSS supports the growth of a more research 
intensive McGill, and hopes that this growth will contribute to an improved 
research and student environment. 

 

In order to ensure that this growth is sustainable, it is vital that the graduate 
student to tenure or tenure-track faculty ratio be preserved, so as to ensure the 
continued existence of high-quality supervision. The indications given in the 
various economic updates, and in hiring practices (i.e. not filling positions for 
one-year after a retirement), do not reassure on this front. 

 

The increase in student numbers will require increased space allocations for 
research intensive units, so as to ensure that high-quality research can take 
place in high-quality research space. 

 

The third part of the trio required for research is funding, and it is here that the 
PGSS recognizes the success of the MIDAS programme, and the increases in 
centrally administered graduate student funding. PGSS policy calls for a 
minimum guaranteed stipend for all graduate students, but we recognize that 
this long-term goal of the university will not be easy to achieve in the present 
context of provincial government support funding. 

 

 

 

QUESTION: What concrete plans does the University have to ensure that the academic 
needs of the growing number of graduate students are met? 

 

Specifically, how will the University ensure the availability of quality supervision, 
supervision that requires a large complement of high-quality professors, in a 
context of “strategic attrition” and funding difficulties? 

 

How will the University ensure the availability of quality space for graduate 
student research, space that meets health and safety requirements?  

 

 

 

 

Question 
McGILL UNIVERSITY SENATE 


