
 
 
 
        Office of the Associate VP (FMAS) 
        1010 Sherbrooke Street West, Room 1126  
        Montreal, Quebec, H3A 2R7 
        Tel: 514-398-2926 | Fax: 514-398-5191    
   
 TO:  Senate 

 FROM:  Mr. Robert Couvrette, Associate Vice-Principal, Facilities Management and  

   Ancillary Services 

  SUBJECT: Annual Report from the Senate Committee on Physical Development (2015-16) 

 DATE:   October 19, 2016 

 DOCUMENT #:  D16-15 

 ACTION   INFORMATION      APPROVAL/DECISION 
 REQUIRED: 
 

ISSUE 
 

The 2015-2016 annual report of the Senate Committee on Physical 
Development, a Senate standing committee, is presented for information. 

BACKGROUND 
& RATIONALE 

The Senate Committee on Physical Development (SCPD) has been active 
since 1971. It operates with a membership and terms of reference that were 
approved by Senate in May 2009. The terms of reference of SCPD require that 
the Committee report annually to Senate. 

A report on the activities of the committee over the course of 2015-2016 is 
attached (Appendix A). Also attached are the 2015-2016 lists of members 
(Appendix B) and the terms of reference of the Committee (Appendix C). 

Four meetings are scheduled during 2016-2017. Priorities for the coming year 
will include focused presentations and discussions to seek the input of SCPD 
members on specific themes related to the physical development of the campus 
in service of academic priorities. In addition to any ongoing discussions 
relating to the terms of reference of the Committee, potential themes for the 
2016-17 session may include: Space Condition, Vision 2020, Landscape 
Priorities, Deferred Maintenance and the University Master Plan. One theme 
will also be specifically related to the Macdonald Campus. 

PRIOR 
CONSULTATION 

Members of the Senate Committee on Physical Development   
 

SUSTAINABILITY 
CONSIDERATIONS 
 

Physical development on campus takes into account sustainability 
implications and must adhere to McGill’s sustainable design standards. 
 

IMPACT OF 
DECISION AND  
NEXT STEPS 
 

N/A 

 

Memorandum 

McGILL UNIVERSITY SENATE 



MOTION OR 
RESOLUTION  
FOR APPROVAL 

N/A 

APPENDICES Appendix A: SCPD Annual Report 2015-2016  
Appendix B: SCPD Membership 2015-2016  
Appendix C: SCPD Terms of Reference  
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Senate Committee on Physical Development 
Annual Report 2015-2016 

 
 
 
ACTIVITIES DURING THE 2015-2016 ACADEMIC YEAR 

 
The Committee held three (3) meetings during the 2015-2016 session. This document summarizes the 
physical development related activities of McGill University for this period as discussed at meetings of 
the Senate Committee on Physical Development (SCPD). The membership and terms of reference of the 
Committee are attached as appendices.  
 
MAJOR CONSTRUCTION/RENOVATION/PLANNING INITIATIVES 
• Old Chancellor Day Hall – The project to upgrade the heating and electrical systems in Old Chancellor 

Day Hall, and to restore the windows was completed on budget. During that time, part of the Faculty 
of Law was housed in rental premises at 2001 McGill College. All occupants returned to the building 
in fall 2015. 

• MNI North Wing –. The project to complete the interior is expected to be delivered by December, 
2016. 

• MNI Service Tunnel – The project, composed of a reconstruction of the technical tunnel was 
completed on time and on budget. Landscaping and some exterior finishing remain to be completed. 

• Green Chemistry CERC – A project to establish research facilities for McGill’s new CERC in Green 
Chemistry is to be located in the Otto Maass Building and the Pulp and Paper Building, for which a 
new extension is being constructed. Project cost is approximately $23M. The contract was awarded 
and construction of this project began in May 2015. Completion is scheduled for February 2017.  

• Arts Portico – The stabilization and restoration of the Arts portico was completed on budget. Hidden 
site conditions caused an unexpected delay, as deconstruction of the portico revealed that more stone 
required replacement than was originally anticipated. In addition, delivery of the stone took longer 
than expected. The Project was completed in February 2016. The contractor needed to return to do 
final site clean-up which was completed before the Convocation ceremonies in June.  

• Pain CERC – The Pain CERC is currently in the planning stages. The laboratories will be located in 
the Duff Building with construction anticipated to begin in 2017.  

• Steinberg Centre for Simulation and Interactive Learning – The Faculty of Medicine requested an 
expansion to the Arnold and Blema Steinberg Medical Simulation Centre in the La Cité complex. The 
Centre is inter-professional, using medical simulation to enhance the skills of health care professionals. 
The project was supported by a donation. The expansion was completed by September 2016.  

• Forbes Field – A project to replace the synthetic field of the Forbes Field was completed in August 
2016.  

• Management Expansion into ex-Bookstore Building - This project is necessary to accommodate the 
expanding needs of the Desautels Faculty of Management. A separate project was undertaken for 
relocation of the Bookstore. Construction began in August 2016 and is planned to be completed by 
December 2017. 



• McGill Bookstore Relocation – The Bookstore’s operations were relocated to four new locations. The 
administration unit is relocated at 3465 Durocher. The main store will be located in 680 Sherbrooke. 
The textbook operation is located at 3544 avenue du Parc and a mobile trailer was also purchased for 
the Bookstore, to be placed at strategic points on campus.  

• Wilson Hall Redevelopment - The project is now following the Ministry requirements involving the 
Société Infrastructure Quebec (SQI). Work continued on the next step, the submission of the ‘Dossier 
d’opportunité’. The remaining step will be the completion of a ‘Dossier d’affaires’. The earliest 
possible construction start date is anticipated to be 2018.  

• Strathcona Anatomy and Dentistry Bldg. – A project to replace windows and repair masonry is 
awaiting funding confirmation.  

• NCS Infrastructure – Work continued to complete renovations required to house new Information 
Technology equipment throughout the University. 

• Post-Secondary Institutions Strategic Investment Fund (SIF) – Accredited universities, colleges, 
publicly funded polytechnic schools, institutes of technology and cégeps applied for federal support 
to accelerate eligible construction, repair and maintenance activities. The total contribution from 
federal sources will cover up to half (50%) of the project's eligible costs, leveraging the remaining 
amount from non-federal partners. The projects submitted for funding must be delivered by the spring 
of 2018. The list of projects approved by the University had to be vetted by the Quebec Government.  
Eleven projects were submitted for consideration. Projects include the West Wing of Stewart Biology 
and projects aiming at reaching the Vision 2020 objectives in terms of ventilation and infrastructure. 
It is anticipated that funding approvals will be received during the fall of 2016.  

• Royal Victoria Hospital – The Quebec Government approved the ‘Protocole d’entente’ and provided 
the required funding for further study. The University will now start working on the required ‘Dossier 
d’opportunité’ phase.  A tender for the project management services was completed and the mandate 
was awarded. In the context of the University’s Master Planning process, the Principal’s RVH Task 
Force continued to work with the RVH planning team to develop the academic vision for the project. 

• Nursing Relocation – Options were evaluated to relocate the Ingram Nursing School in rental space, 
with 680 Sherbrooke Street being selected. The School must be operational for the fall 2017-18 term.  

• Beatty Hall disposal – The Quebec Government agreed to the disposal of this building following its 
vacation by the Faculty of Medicine. The disposal was managed with the assistance of the SQI. The 
University successfully disposed of Beatty Hall in March 2016. 

• Mac Campus Energy – This project to replace the energy production and distribution infrastructure at 
Macdonald Campus was initiated in April 2015. The new powerhouse was finished by May 2016. The 
next 6 months will be a testing phase to establish if the facility is working properly and optimized. 
The project is on budget and the optimization period expected to be delivered on time.  

 

SUBCOMMITTEE ACTIVITY 
• The Architectural Advisory Sub-Committee – Chaired by Professor David Covo of the School of 

Architecture, membership includes both McGill staff and outside professionals. The sub-committee 
meets monthly to review the architectural aspects of McGill projects.  

• The Gardens and Grounds Sub-Committee – Chaired by Brian Karasick of the Office of Campus and 
Space Planning, membership is composed of representatives from McGill units involved in the 
operation and development of outdoor space as well as McGill students. Many initiatives and projects 
were reviewed and approved by the sub-committee during 2015/16. Highlights include: 
o A list of priorities comprised of small capital project to improve campus was completed.  



o In collaboration with the Facilities Design Office, planning continued to develop exterior design 
guidelines/standards, including furniture.  

o In collaboration with the Facilities Design Office and the Architectural Advisory Sub-
Committee, work continued on a Landscape Master Plan for the downtown campus.  

o In collaboration with the Facilities Design Office, integration of the City of Montreal’s 
Promenade urbain initiative with ‘McGill’ initiatives (see below).   

• The Visual Arts Sub-Committee - Led by Gwendolyn Owens in the capacity of senior advisor, the 
Visual Arts Group continues to work on a major cataloging of the university’s visual arts collection 
project. Also see Heritage Inventory project below. 

• Macdonald Campus - The Macdonald Campus has created a “Bus shuttle task force” to help improve 
the service. It is currently working on a reservation application for mobile phones 

 
OTHER INITIATIVES 
• Heritage Inventory Project – The second stage of the Heritage Inventory project was completed during 

the 2015-16 session, including heritage studies of the remaining buildings (less than 40 years old) 
located within the Downtown Campus, major outdoor art installations, as well as all eligible buildings 
located within the Macdonald Campus. A Heritage review was also completed for the downtown 
buildings and the Macdonald Campus buildings. A background report is currently being completed 
and the entire project is undergoing copy-editing and translation into French. It is anticipated that the 
entire project will be delivered by the end of 2016.  

• City of Montreal   
o McTavish Street and Promenade Urbaine -  Additional water mains repairs leading from 

McTavish Street to Dr. Penfield Avenue will be repaired in 2016. These repairs will affect the 
northern portion of McTavish, more particularly the access road from McTavish to Dr. Penfield. 
Lower and upper McTavish Street will be incorporated into the “Promenade Urbaine” project. 
The City is going forward with the completion of the Promenades urbaines project and will start 
with McTavish Street. This project is intended to connect the St. Lawrence River to Mt Royal to 
commemorate the 375th anniversary of the City of Montreal. The University will therefore 
prioritize landscaping projects along this path, including the Roddick Gates, McTavish Gates 
and the Bronfman Terrace. The projects are all to be completed for 2017, in time for the City’s 
375th anniversary. Work began during summer 2016. 

o Rutherford Reservoir – The City continues its work to rehabilitate the Reservoir. A synthetic 
surface playing field is to be installed on the reservoir surface once the repair work is completed. 
McGill Athletics is involved with this initiative. 

 
 
THEME DISCUSSIONS 
 
During the session, the Committee focused on a variety of themes of interest to the members. The themes 
and presentations covered over the past year are summarized below: 
 
a. “Vision 2020 Half-way Progress Report by Francois Miller, Sustainability Manager, Office of 

Sustainability 
Vision 2020: A Sustainability Strategy for McGill University, was adopted in spring 2014. The 14 
priority actions cover the 2014-2016 period. Each action is associated with specific deliverables (56 



in total). The progress report illustrates how those actions and deliverables are being implemented 
halfway through the 2014-2016 period. 
Overall, progress toward the 14 Priority Actions of Vision 2020 is proceeding very well. As anticipated 
halfway through the 2014-2016 reporting period, the average of all the Vision 2020 deliverables 
indicates that the degree of completion is currently 48%. Some tangible accomplishments are related 
to Action 6 (Campus Hubs), Action 8 (Green Building) and Action 9 (Sustainable Procurement). 
 

b. “Fiat Lux; McGill Library and Archives in the 21st Century” – McGill Libraries 
Generously supported by the Friends of the Library, Fiat Lux: Let There Be Light, is the culmination 
of an exhaustive planning process to match McGill’s 21st century needs. It proposes a newly 
reimagined McLennan-Redpath complex that will allow the students, faculty and researchers to meet 
their scholarly potential.  
 

c. Macdonald Campus – Ongoing Activities 
Dean Geitmann presented various projects that are currently ongoing at the Macdonald Campus. These 
included: 
o Community Engagement Center:  

This project plans the construction of a Community Engagement Center (CEC) at the Macdonald 
Farm. Yearly over 5 000 visit the farm and it is estimated that with the construction future visitors 
would rise to 20 000 per year. This CEC would build a bridge between the community and the 
farm facilities, thus offering greater information on the on-going researches. Fundraising will be 
necessary for the project. 

o Bio-methane Facility — City of Montreal: 
The City of Montreal investigates the possibility of building a Biomethane Facility at the 
Macdonald campus. This facility is to be located north of the A40 in the permanent agricultural 
zone. This facility would require reconfiguration of the highway access. This project is of interest 
to the university as it is beneficial to its research and teaching. 

o Light Rail Project — Caisse de dépôt et de placements du Québec : 
The Caisse de dépôt et de placement du Québec, and its new specialised company Infra, are 
proposing a new Metropolitan Electric Network. This new electric commuter train has a planned 
station at the city limits Sainte-Anne-de-Bellevue and Baie d’Urfé. 

o Macdonald Campus Powerhouse  
A video of the newly built Macdonald Campus Powerhouse was shown to members.  
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SENATE COMMITTEE ON PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT (SCPD) 
MEMBERSHIP (2015-16) 

 
 

• The Associate Vice-Principal (University Services), Chair: Mr. Robert Couvrette 
• The Provost or Delegate: Professor Ghyslaine McClure 
• The Associate Vice-Principal (Macdonald Campus): Professor Professor Anja Geitmann 
• The Trenholme Dean of Libraries or delegate: Diane Koen/Emily MacKenzie  (Delegate) 
• The Director – Gault Nature Reserve: Professor Gregor Fussmann 

 
Eight representatives of Senate approved by Senate on the recommendation of Senate Nominating 
Committee (3-year renewable terms): 
 
• Ms. Janice Johnson (Interim Director, Student Housing, McGill Residences) – 2016 
• Mr. David Syncox (Graduate Education Officer, Teaching and Learning Services) – 2016 
• Professor Benoît Côté (Natural Resources Sciences, AGRICULTURAL AND ENVIRONMENTAL 

SCIENCES); Chair, Macdonald Subcommittee on Physical Facilities – 2017 
• Professor Gillian Lane-Mercier (Langue et littérature française, ARTS; Associate Dean, Academic 

Administration and Oversight) - 2017 
• Ms. Andrea Miller-Nesbitt (Liaison Librarian [Life Sciences], Schulich Library of Science and Engineering) - 

2018 
• Professor David Theodore (Architecture, ENGINEERING) - 2018 
• Dr. Craig Mandato (Anatomy & Cell Biology, MEDICINE) – 2018 
• Professor Rudiger Krahe (Biology, SCIENCE) - 2018 
 
Four student representatives: 
 
• Graduate : Mr. Nicolas Chatel-Launay (PGSS) 
• Undergraduate: Ms. Marina Smailes (SSMU)   - Ben Ger (SSMU designate) 
• Undergraduate: Mr. Sacha Magder (SSMU)  
• Macdonald Campus: Mr. Mathieu Rouleau (MCSS) 

 
Secretary: Mr. Brian Karasick (Office of Campus & Space Planning); Chair, Gardens & Grounds Subcommittee 
 
Resource persons: 

• Professor David Covo, School of Architecture ; Chair, Visual Arts Subcommittee; Chair, Architectural 
Advisory Subcommittee; 

• Charles Adler  - Director, Office of Campus & Space Planning 
• Mr. Francois Miller, Manager, Office of Sustainability 
• Mr. Maxime Gagnon, Campus Planner, Office of Campus and Space Planning  
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Senate Committee on Physical Development 

TERMS OF REFERENCE OF THE COMMITTEE 
As approved by Senate in May 2009 

 
The Committee on Physical Development is a Standing Committee of Senate charged with advising on 
the nature of physical development as it reflects the academic priorities and needs of the University.  

Specific Areas of Responsibility  
The Committee shall: 

1. Advise Senate on the extent to which major physical development projects on campus reflect the 
academic plans and priorities of the University as expressed in the principles defining the 
University’s Master Plan. These nine principles are:  

a. facilitate a dynamic intellectual community  
b. achieve strategic growth  
c. reinforce campus identities  
d. support excellence in research, teaching and learning  
e. invest in priority service areas  
f. conserve and build upon strengths of historic buildings and landscapes  
g. provide appropriate facilities and infrastructure  
h. improve campus accessibility  
i. Develop and maintain the campus open spaces for maximum benefit.  

2. Consider possible modifications to the Master Planning principles over time.  

3. Appoint subcommittees and workgroups that may assist the Committee in carrying out its 
mandate, and to dissolve them as necessary. 

4. Monitor trends in the use, for academic purposes, of facilities, including those not located on the 
main campuses, to receive reports on these facilities and to advise Senate and the Associate Vice-
Principal (University Services) on such matters. 

5. Report on the Committee’s deliberations and to submit the appropriate recommendations, on 
behalf of Senate, to the Board of Governors Building and Property Committee.  

6. The Committee shall meet at least four times per year and report annually to Senate.  

Composition  

• The Associate Vice-Principal (University Services) – Chair 
• The Provost or delegate 
• The Associate Vice-Principal (Macdonald Campus) 
• The Director of the Gault Nature Reserve 
• The Trenholme Director of Libraries or delegate 
• Eight representatives of Senate, approved by Senate on the recommendation of Senate 

Nominating Committee 
• Two undergraduate students 
• One graduate student 
• One student representative of Macdonald Campus 
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