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(April 6, 2021 meeting, in preparation for Senate meeting of April 20, 2021) 
 

1. APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF SENATE 
 

The minutes of the Senate meeting of March 24, 2021 were circulated to the Steering Committee 
for review. It is recommended that they now be considered by Senate for approval. 
 

2. APPROVAL OF CONFIDENTIAL MINUTES OF SENATE 
 
The Steering Committee reports that it has reviewed the confidential minutes of the meeting of 
March 24, 2021 and has approved them on behalf of Senate. These minutes are not published or 
circulated but are available for perusal by Senators upon request to the Secretariat. 

 
3. SPEAKING RIGHTS 

 
The Steering Committee requests speaking rights for: 
 Dr Richard Martin, Executive Director, Analysis, Planning, and Budget, for item IIB1 

(Presentation on McGill University Budget 2021-2022);  
 Mr. Glenn Zabowski, Associate Dean of Students, for item IIB4.2 (Proposed Revisions to 

the University Student Assessment Policy); and 
 Ms. Cara Piperni, Director, Scholarships & Student Aid, for item IIB5.2 (Scholarships and 

Student Aid Annual Report). 
 

4. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
The Steering Committee has reviewed the Agenda for the present meeting and recommends it for 
approval. 

 
5. REVIEW OF QUESTIONS AND MOTIONS 

 
Question 
 
The Steering Committee received a question for review, which was accepted for submission to 
Senate and included (as drafted) on the April 20, 2021 Senate agenda.  
 
Motions 
 
The Steering Committee received two motions for review.  
 
The first motion concerned holding a minute of silence and reflection dedicated to the friends and 
families of the McGill community who have lost loved ones to the COVID-19 pandemic. In light of 
the extraordinary circumstances of the COVID-19 pandemic, the Steering Committee agreed that it 
would be appropriate to include this item on the Senate agenda as a memorial tribute.  
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The second motion asked Senate to approve and recommend to the Board of Governors for approval 
a statement of commitment to equity. The motion also instructed the University to erect a plaque 
carrying the statement at a prominent location on the McGill grounds.  
 
The Steering Committee did not accept the motion for submission to Senate. The Committee agreed 
that the issue raised was important and should be considered more closely. In arriving at its decision, 
the Committee noted the following: 
 
 The motion was not supported by proper due diligence, as is required when an action item 

is being recommended to Senate for consideration and approval. Taking into account that 
the University’s commitment to equity is expressed in its Mission Statement and Principles, 
as well as through key University policies and plans, the Committee indicated that more 
extensive consultations would be required, which could be undertaken by the Joint Board-
Senate Committee on Equity following the current review of its terms of reference, to advise 
the Senate and the Board on two key questions: 

 
o Should the University develop a statement articulating its commitment to equity 

in light of its Bicentenary?  
 

o If there is support for developing such a statement, what should be its wording? 
 

 It was also noted that the work being carried out by the Provostial Research Scholars in 
Institutional Histories, Slavery, and Colonialism and with respect to the plaque that will be 
installed near the James McGill statue should be taken into account when considering this 
matter to avoid any inconsistencies.  

 
 The motion recommended the installation of a plaque with a statement on equity at a 

prominent location on the McGill. Decisions regarding plaques are not normally considered 
by Senate as they broach on largely non-academic issues.  

 
 Senate will receive an update with respect to the Strategic Equity, Diversity and Inclusion 

Plan and the Action Plan to Address Anti-Black Racism at the September 22, 2021 Senate 
meeting. 

 
6. FOLLOW-UP ON OPEN DISCUSSIONS 

 
Further to a suggestion by Senator Hastings at the March 24, 2021 Senate meeting, the Steering 
Committee agreed to  implement a regular practice of providing updates to Senate on the outcomes of 
open discussions.  
 

 
Present: Angela Campbell, Andrew Kirk, Christopher Manfredi (Acting Chair), Jim Nicell, Laura 
Nilson, Sophie Osiecki, Marc Richard, Edyta Rogowska (Secretary). 

Regrets: Suzanne Fortier (Chair), Brooklyn Frizzle, Jim Engle-Warnick. 
 


