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2021-2022/SCTP/03 

 

Minutes of a meeting of the APC Subcommittee on Courses and Teaching Programs (SCTP) held Thursday, 

December 2, 2021 at 3:00 pm via Zoom.  

 

PRESENT:   Madeleine Buck, Chris Buddle (Chair), Andrea Di Stefano, Jaye Ellis, Hamid Etemad,  

     Claire Guyatt, Sue Laver, Arun Misra, Josephine Nalbantoglu, Cara Piperni, Carolyn Samuel,  

     Cindy Smith (Secretary to SCTP)   

GUESTS:   Professors Kimiz Dalkir and Benjamin Fung, Faculty of Arts 

     Dr. Carmen Sicilia and Ms. Effie Dracopoulos, School of Continuing Studies 

          

 

Information on SCTP Course and Program Guidelines and past SCTP meeting Minutes/Notes may be found at 

www.mcgill.ca/sctp.  

 

The Chair requested that SCTP members provide the SCTP Secretary, in writing, any suggested changes to 

documents in terms of grammatical errors or typos within 24 hours following the meeting in order to complete 

the meeting Minutes without delay. 

 

03.01 The Agenda was approved as circulated. 

 

03.02 The Minutes from the last meeting held November 4, 2021 were approved as circulated. 

 

03.03 BUSINESS ARISING 

None. 

 

03.04 SCHULICH SCHOOL OF MUSIC AND FACULTY OF EDUCATION – 21-SCTP-12-05 

Department of Music Research and Department of Integrated Studies in Education 

Concurrent B.Mus. and B.Ed.; Major in Music Education and Major in Music Elementary and 

Secondary (170 cr.) 

Program revisions consisted of:  program credit weight increased to incorporate program prerequisite credits, 

program notes revised, program-credit breakdown revised, a program prerequisite course deleted, program 

prerequisite credits decreased, required-course credits breakdown deleted, alternative required courses deleted, a 

required-course subheading added, a required course added, required credits increased, a complementary-course 

subheading added, complementary courses deleted, complementary courses added, complementary credits 

revised, how complementary courses chosen revised. 

 

Updates to program content are made to be consistent with other B.Mus. programs and due to the retirement of a 

course offered by the Schulich School of Music. 

SCTP requested: 

•  revise added sentence under Program Prerequisites section to read:  “… The list of courses for which students 

…”; 

•  provide a rationale as to why the program prerequisite credits are now being incorporated into the program 

overall credit weight; 

•  revise Music Education section, third group of courses, to read: “3 credits from courses with …”; 

•  revise Required Indigenous Studies Course in Education section to read “or … Studies content approved …”; 

•  revise “Electives (8 credits)” to read “Elective Courses (8 credits)”. 

Revised program approved; it will be reported to APC for further approval. 

 

03.05 DESAUTELS FACULTY OF MANAGEMENT – 21-SCTP-12-06 

B.Com.; Major in Information Technology Management (69 cr.) 

Program revisions consisted of:  program title, program description, program credit weight increased, a required 

course added, a required course deleted, required credits corrected, a complementary course deleted, 

complementary courses added, complementary courses divided into two lists – some courses moved from one  
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03.05 DESAUTELS FACULTY OF MANAGEMENT – 21-SCTP-12-06 

B.Com.; Major in Information Technology Management (69 cr.) [continued] 

list to the other, how complementary courses chosen revised, complementary credits increased. 

 

The revisions update program content to properly reflect the broad range of information technologies. 

NOTE:  The Ministry will need to be informed via a letter from the Associate Provost (Teaching and Academic 

Programs) concerning this new program title.  It may not be offered, advertised, or listed within the eCalendar 

until the University receives final Ministry approval.    

Revised program approved; it will be reported to APC for further approval. 

 

Due to the program title revision, the following program is being retired:  B.Com.; Major in Information 

Systems (66 cr.). 

 

03.06 GRADUATE AND POSTDOCTORAL STUDIES – 21-SCTP-12-07 

Faculty of Arts/School of Information Studies 

Graduate Certificate in Cybersecurity (15 cr.) 

Professors Dalkir and Fung joined the meeting to present and respond to questions concerning this new online 

program.  This new program, which covers the fundamentals of cybersecurity, is proposed to respond to the 

shortage of cybersecurity professionals.  Threats to cybersecurity are on the rise more now than ever before.  

Course content will be updated in future according to industry and job market needs.  Industry subject-matter 

experts will be included as course lecturers. 

 

The SCTP Chair noted that the memo from the Provost was received concerning the budget assessment and 

approval. 

SCTP requested: 

• revise the effective term to read 202209; 

• correct proposal to remove Private Program in box 5.1 and remove referral to “self-funded” within the  

 executive summary; 

• revise the third sentence within the rationale to read:  “… Students … degree in at least one of the following  

 areas:  information studies, …”; 

• revise title for GLIS 682 in both the program requirements and the support document – proposers changed the  

 title to “Network and Endpoint Security”; 

•  correct course title for GLIS 680 within the support document; 

•  correct course description for GLIS 681 within the support document – “defense” should read “defence”. 

New program approved; it will be reported to APC for further approval once the revisions have been made. 

 

03.07 SCHOOL OF CONTINUING STUDIES – 21-SCTP-12-08 

Faculty Partnerships and Summer Studies 

Certificate in STEM Foundations [Science, Technology, Engineering, Mathematics] (30 cr.) 

Dr. Sicilia and Ms. Dracopoulos joined the meeting to present and respond to questions concerning this new 

program.  It will be offered on campus and as in-community distance in northern communities, it is intended to 

help students who wish to apply for a university degree program but do not have the appropriate academic 

background, or perhaps for mature students who may need refresher courses.  Various units at McGill [such as 

the Faculty of Dentistry, Faculty of Medicine and Health Sciences, Faculty of Engineering, Ingram School of 

Nursing] have identified a need for this type of program to increase opportunities for admission into their degree 

programs.  It was noted that the completion of this program does not guarantee admittance into a McGill degree 

program; the courses in this program would be considered at the pre-U0 university level, although some of the 

content may be similar to some existing U0 courses at the University.  Students who need to take only a course 

or two may do so without being admitted to the program – these students would have “special status” at the 

School of Continuing Studies.  The completion of this program is not intended to give students advanced 

standing in a McGill degree program.  The proposers have met with ES staff to outline many of these details; it 

 



SCTP – December 2, 2021 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3 
 

03.07 SCHOOL OF CONTINUING STUDIES – 21-SCTP-12-08 

Faculty Partnerships and Summer Studies 

Certificate in STEM Foundations [Science, Technology, Engineering, Mathematics] (30 cr.) [continued] 

was suggested that the School meet with ES again (or with Faculty representatives, as appropriate) to confirm 

that the courses in the program are not equivalent to U0 university courses – this may not have been clear in past 

discussions.  The courses in this program may not count towards a degree program at the University.  The 

School plans to make bursaries available for a limited number of students.  The School has a healthy budget for 

any labs that may need to be held outside of McGill and to provide tutorials to students, thanks also to a 

government grant that the School received. 

 

There were also questions pertaining to students who might be interested in this program as a pathway towards 

their possible admission to degree programs, particularly in the context of equity, diversity, and inclusion (EDI) 

initiatives.  There are significant efforts pertaining to such pathways occurring within ES (e.g., for Indigenous 

students), and additional conversations to clarify the alignment between their initiatives and this program are 

deemed important. 

 

There was discussion about the courses contained within the program and it was suggested that the program 

requirements include a course on electricity and magnetism, along with other courses.  It was also suggested that 

the number of required courses be reduced to give students more complementary choices.  Ms. Dracopoulos 

responded that she will discuss these suggestions with the advisory board for this program - this advisory board 

includes academics from various McGill Faculties. 

 

The proposed program description is not clear – it refers to CEGEP exit level, so there was confusion about 

whether the courses in this program are equivalent to CEGEP courses; some academic units at McGill accept 

CEGEP courses as equivalent to some courses in their degree program.  The proposers noted that the new 

courses within this program may have similar content as U0 McGill courses, but the new courses are intended as 

foundation (or “pre-university”) courses. 

 

Associate Dean Laver clarified that the program would be open to degree students, as it could be helpful for 

students who change programs.  The courses and their content for this program were decided by the Faculties 

who need this type of training for some students applying to their degree programs.  It would be up to these 

Faculties to determine if the courses in this program could be considered as advanced standing in a degree 

program.   

 

There is confusion with the level of courses, as the courses have the same numbers as U0 courses offered by 

faculties.  It is not clear if the courses in this program are at a higher level than CEGEP courses.  It was 

suggested that these courses be renumbered as 001, etc.  The same issue applies to course titles - perhaps they 

should be changed to include “Introduction” or “Introductory”.  

 

Finally, a question was raised about whether the Faculty of Agricultural and Environmental Sciences has been 

consulted, as they are largely a STEM-based Faculty and may have input that could be useful. 

SCTP requested: 

• title confirmation is needed, as different titles are used in boxes 1.1 and 1.3; 

• Ms. Dracopoulos indicated that she will revise CMSC 120, as some content will be changed; 

• revise description to read:  “The Certificate in STEM Foundations [Science, Technology, Engineering,  

Mathematics] … that focuses on specific STEM topics (i.e., mathematics …) …” and clarify or remove 

“CEGEP exit level”; 

•  consider renumbering the courses to the 001, etc. level and revising the titles to indicate “Introduction” or 

“Introductory”; 

•  clarification from an academic member of the Faculty of Science to explain the level of the courses for this 

program, and how they compare to CEGEP-level courses and U0 McGill courses; 

• clearly indicate within the executive summary the number of students to be admitted for the first cohort. 

For review by the SCTP Chair, who will suggest the next steps in relation to the approval of this new program. 
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03.08 OTHER BUSINESS 

The following document was received by SCTP – there were no queries.   

a) 2021-2022 AP (T&AP) Report 3 to SCTP – November 4, 2021. 

 

As this is the last SCTP meeting in 2021 and the last before the holiday break, the Chair wished everyone a warm and 

enjoyable holiday season.  We look forward to seeing members in 2022!  

 

The meeting ended at 4:40 pm. 


