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2019-2020/SCTP/04 

 

Minutes of a meeting of the APC Subcommittee on Courses and Teaching Programs (SCTP) held Thursday, 

November 7, 2019 at 3:00 pm in Room 302 of the James Administration Building.  

 

PRESENT:   Jacquie Bede, Hamid Etemad, Julia Kafato, Fabrice Labeau (Chair), Sue Laver, Fiona Lees,  

     Arun Misra, Carolyn Samuel, Cindy Smith (Secretary to SCTP), Joe Sullivan   

 

REGRETS:  France Bouthillier, Cara Piperni  

     

 

Information on SCTP Course and Program Guidelines and past SCTP meeting Minutes/Notes may be found at 

www.mcgill.ca/sctp.  

 

04.01 The Agenda was approved as circulated. 

 

04.02 The Minutes from the last meeting held October 24, 2019 were approved as circulated. 

 

04.03 BUSINESS ARISING 

a)  REVIEW OF PROGRAM DEFINITIONS:  CERTIFICATE, DIPLOMA, GRADUATE 

CERTIFICATE, GRADUATE DIPLOMA – 19-SCTP-10-02 

The Chair explained that these definitions were created by the University and approved by Senate in 1993-1994.  

The University’s definitions need to be revised so that they all make sense, and that all units at the University 

view them identically – the level (undergraduate, graduate) of these programs should not be viewed differently. 

 

It was noted that the approval path for graduate certificates and graduate diplomas indicated within the 

definitions needs to be revised, as this approval path is no longer applicable for these types of programs offered 

by the School of Continuing Studies (SCS).  It was noted that in 2011-2012, the Deans of GPS and SCS agreed 

that GPS did not need to approve the graduate-level offerings (courses and programs) proposed by SCS, but 

GPS should be consulted for these proposals.   

 

Some of the terminology used in the current definitions was questioned and it was suggested that a legend be 

provided as to what is meant by equivalent and what constitutes a related discipline.  The terminology of 

“second cycle program” used in the diploma definition is misleading and implies by current usage that this is a 

graduate-level program, which is not the case because a diploma does not require the approval of GPS [the 

definition states faculty approval is by the teaching faculty].   

 

In response to a query concerning the Banner coding for graduate certificates and graduate diplomas, Ms. Lees 

confirmed that these programs offered by SCS have a distinct code from those that are offered by the other 

faculties and are administered by GPS. 

 

Secretary’s note:  The few diplomas currently offered by units other than SCS are not listed in the GPS 

eCalendar and contain undergraduate-level courses that are at the 500 level and below.   The most recent 

example of a diploma proposal, approved by SCTP March 21, 2019, that contained all undergraduate-level 

courses and it did not require GPS approval is the Diploma in Commercial Cannabis – all courses were at the 

400 level. 

 

Following much discussion, the Chair indicated that he would draft revised definitions for each program type 

taking into consideration today’s discussion.  It was suggested that for consistency, each definition begin with 

the number of program credits.  This will next be discussed at the December 5 SCTP meeting, as the Chair will 

be away for the next meeting (November 21). 
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04.04 OTHER BUSINESS 

The following document was received by SCTP – there was a query by the SCTP Secretary.  

a) 2019-2020 APB Report 4 to SCTP October 24, 2019 – under Section A:  Approved Programs, Graduate and  

Postdoctoral Studies; five master’s thesis programs reported by GPS were beyond 45 credits, and Ms. Smith 

queried whether the University should be asking academic units that offer thesis master’s program beyond 

45 credits to lower the program credit weight to 45 credits.  The Ministry only funds 45 credits of a thesis 

master’s program, and the Chair commented that he will discuss this issue with the Provost.  The Chair is 

concerned that the Ministry could potentially decide not to fund these programs because they may not 

consider them research programs if they do not fit the definition criteria that they have created [i.e., at the 

master’s level, only a thesis program is considered a research program with maximum 45 credits].  The 

Secretary commented that she would not consider these five proposals approved by SCTP until she receives 

confirmation from the Chair whether or not these programs need to be reduced to 45 credits.  

 

The meeting ended at 4:18 pm. 


