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2019-2020/SCTP/05 

 

Minutes of a meeting of the APC Subcommittee on Courses and Teaching Programs (SCTP) held Thursday, 

November 21, 2019 at 3:00 pm in Room 301 of the James Administration Building.  

 

PRESENT:   Jacquie Bede, Hamid Etemad, Julia Kafato, Sue Laver (Acting Chair), Arun Misra, Cara Piperni, 

Carolyn Samuel, Cindy Smith (Secretary to SCTP), Joe Sullivan   

 

REGRETS:  Fabrice Labeau  

 

GUESTS:   Professor Tim Merlis, Faculty of Science 

     Dr. Gayle Shinder, Faculty of Medicine   

     

 

Information on SCTP Course and Program Guidelines and past SCTP meeting Minutes/Notes may be found at 

www.mcgill.ca/sctp.  

 

05.01 The Agenda was approved as circulated. 

 

05.02 The Minutes from the last meeting held November 7, 2019 were approved as circulated. 

 

05.03 BUSINESS ARISING 

Secretary’s note:  Revisions and additional information requested by SCTP were received for the following 

previously-submitted course proposals, reviewed by the Chair, and approved on behalf of SCTP.  

Faculty of Agricultural and Environmental Sciences 

- new courses NRSC 620 Into the Ecozoic (3 cr.) [PRN 15138], NRSC 621 Restoring a Flourishing Earth (3 cr.) 

[PRN 15139], and NRSC 622D1/D2 Seminar for the Ecozoic (3 cr.) [PRN 15140] [18-SCTP-05-21;  

May 2, 2019].  This is final approval and the course proposals will be forwarded to ES for entry into Banner. 

 

05.04 GRADUATE AND POSTDOCTORAL STUDIES – 19-SCTP-11-07 

Faculty of Science/Department of Atmospheric and Oceanic Sciences 

Ph.D. in Atmospheric and Oceanic Sciences; Environment (0 cr.) 

Professor Merlis joined the meeting to briefly present and respond to questions concerning this proposal for a 

new concentration/option of an existing program.  The Department currently offers this option under their M.Sc. 

thesis program, but it will be retired because the standalone M.Sc. thesis program has a high number of credits 

(21) to be taken along with 24 thesis credits, which makes it difficult to fit the Environment option courses in 45 

credits.  The Ph.D. program allows students more time to complete program requirements and to conduct more 

in-depth research.  Current Ph.D. students have expressed interest in this interdisciplinary option, which is 

comprised of existing courses.  There was a question concerning the 0.5 credit courses, and it was explained that 

these are spanned 1-credit courses [ATOC 751D1/D2 and ATOC 752D1/D2] that are also requirements in the 

existing standalone Ph.D. in Atmospheric and Oceanic Sciences program. 

New program approved; it will be reported to APC for final approval. 

 

Faculty of Medicine/Gerald Bronfman Department of Oncology 

Graduate Diploma in Oncology (30 cr.) 

Dr. Shinder joined the meeting to briefly present and respond to questions concerning this new program 

proposal.  The new program has been created to provide professionals with a broad knowledge of the field of 

cancer research and care.  This new program replaces the new degree program M.Sc. in Oncology; Non-Thesis 

that was approved by Senate in 2017, but it was not approved by the external reviewer [Bureau de cooperation 

interuniversitaire (BCI)].  The graduate diploma will allow more flexibility than the M.Sc. program because it 

does not contain separate streams that were in the M.Sc. program, and the practicum credits have been reduced 

significantly [from 18 to 3].  Students will choose 6 credits in one specific area from the four groups listed, and 

their practicum will focus on this same area. 
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05.04 GRADUATE AND POSTDOCTORAL STUDIES – 19-SCTP-11-07 

Faculty of Medicine/Gerald Bronfman Department of Oncology 

Graduate Diploma in Oncology (30 cr.) [continued] 

The comments in some of the provided consultations were queried, to which Dr. Shinder responded that a 

monetary contribution for EXMD 634 has been indicated in the program’s budget that was reviewed by APB.  

Some of the PPHS courses may be capped, so further discussion between the two Chairs [this program’s and 

with the Department offering the PPHS courses] will be needed. The SWRK course is not necessarily offered 

every year, but there are sufficient other courses listed in the program for students to choose. 

SCTP requested: 

• revise the evaluation criteria/student assessment of the practicum [ONCO 630], as one student’s work should  

 not be compared to another’s;   

• revise admission requirements – rationale in box 4.0 indicates that applicants are expected to have taken at  

least one course in cell and molecular biology or equivalent and one course in statistics, but the executive 

summary under “Application to the Program; Selection Criteria” indicates these courses are mandatory [also, 

correct “statistic” in this paragraph to read “statistics”]; consider indicating required or highly recommended 

for the courses in the admission requirements in both the proposal’s rationale and the executive summary; 

• revise how electives are to be chosen – it is unusual to indicate “with approval from the course instructor”. 

 

Secretary’s note:  The budget review from APB and the Provost’s approval were received. 

 

As there is concern with the statistics courses to be chosen in the program, the Acting Chair has  

asked that the Secretary to SCTP provide her with information on these courses from the eCalendar; the Acting 

Chair will review this information and circulate it to SCTP members for their consideration.  Secretary’s note:  

Course information, along with information provided by the proposers of this new program, were circulated to 

SCTP members. 

New program approved by the Acting Chair on behalf of SCTP. 

 

05.05 OTHER BUSINESS 

The following document was received by SCTP – there was one query.  

a) 2019-2020 APB Report 5 to SCTP November 7, 2019.  

It was queried whether a comment made by APB for one of the program proposals needed a response from  

SCTP.  The Secretary responded that this query was directed to the program’s offering unit.  Any queries  

addressed to SCTP will be highlighted in yellow, and a colour version of the Report from APB to SCTP will be  

provided in the meeting documents in order to distinguish the comments/queries to offering units [highlighted in  

pink] from the queries to SCTP [highlighted in yellow]. 

 

The meeting ended at 4:25 pm. 


