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2021-2022/SCTP/01 

 

Minutes of a meeting of the APC Subcommittee on Courses and Teaching Programs (SCTP) held Thursday, 

October 7, 2021 at 3:00 pm via Zoom.  

 

PRESENT:   Chris Buddle (Chair), Andrea Di Stefano, Jaye Ellis, Claire Guyatt, Sue Laver, Arun Misra, 

Josephine Nalbantoglu, Cara Piperni, Carolyn Samuel, Cindy Smith (Secretary to SCTP)   

REGRETS:  Madeleine Buck  

GUESTS:   Professor Anna Kramer, Faculty of Engineering 

     Professor Robert Platt, Faculty of Medicine and Health Sciences 

     

 

Information on SCTP Course and Program Guidelines and past SCTP meeting Minutes/Notes may be found at 

www.mcgill.ca/sctp.  

 

Legend: 

APB = Analysis, Planning, and Budget within the Office of the Provost and Vice-Principal (Academic) 

APC = Academic Policy Committee of Senate 

CESA = Senate Committee on Enrolment and Student Affairs 

CGPS = Council of Graduate and Postdoctoral Studies  

ES = Enrolment Services 

GPS = Graduate and Postdoctoral Studies  

MES = Ministère de l’Enseignement supérieur 

PGSS = Post-Graduate Students’ Society  

SSMU = Students’ Society of McGill University 

 

Introductions were made and the Chair welcomed new and returning members; new:  Professor Jaye Ellis,  

Faculty of Law; Ms. Claire Guyatt, SSMU student representative; renewed for another 3-year membership:   

Dr. Sue Laver, School of Continuing Studies. 

 

The Chair requested that SCTP members provide the SCTP Secretary, in writing, any suggested changes to 

documents in terms of grammatical errors or typos within 24 hours following the meeting in order to complete 

the meeting Minutes without delay. 

 

01.01 The Agenda was approved as circulated. 

 

01.02 The Notes from the electronic review held May 13, 2021 were approved as circulated. 

 

01.03 BUSINESS ARISING 

None. 

 

01.04 GRADUATE AND POSTDOCTORAL STUDIES – 21-SCTP-10-02 

Faculty of Engineering/School of Urban Planning 

M.Sc. in Urban Planning, Policy and Design (45 cr.) 

Professor Kramer joined the meeting to present and respond to questions concerning this new program.  The 

School currently offers a professional Master’s under the Master of Urban Planning [M.U.P] degree, a non-

thesis program that is studio based; the M.U.P. degree is accredited, which is not appropriate for a research-

based program such as this new program.  The Master’s thesis program would be a more appropriate pathway 

for students entering into the School’s Ph.D. in Urban Planning, Policy and Design program.  The Master’s 

thesis program would also allow students to be eligible for government funding not available to students in a 

non-thesis Master’s program.  In response to a query concerning why students are limited to taking 

complementary courses from another Montreal university, Professor Kramer indicated that students will be on 

campus in Montreal, making it difficult for them to take courses outside of Montreal.  It should be noted that the  
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01.04 GRADUATE AND POSTDOCTORAL STUDIES – 21-SCTP-10-02 

Faculty of Engineering/School of Urban Planning 

M.Sc. in Urban Planning, Policy and Design (45 cr.) [continued] 

existing M.U.P. programs indicate that other complementary courses may be taken at other Montreal 

universities also; however, the Ph.D. program indicates other universities.  The APB financial consultation was 

received. 

SCTP requested: 

• revise the description to read “The … is centred on an independent … are applicable in both academia and  

 practice.”  

NOTE:  The Ministry will need to be informed via a letter from the Provost concerning this new program.  It 

may not be offered, advertised, or listed within the eCalendar until the University receives the final Ministry 

approval.    

New program approved with this change; it will be reported to APC for further approval. 

 

Faculty of Medicine and Health Sciences/Department of Epidemiology, Biostatistics and Occupational Health 

Graduate Certificate in Health Data Analytics 1 (15 cr.) 

Professor Platt joined the meeting to present and respond to questions concerning this new online program.  

There is an existing demand for employees with essential skills related to health data analytics, i.e., statistical 

and computing skills needed to clean, manage, and analyze health science data.  This is the first program in a 

series of three graduate certificates that the Department is planning, which will hopefully lead to a 

stackable/cumulative Master’s degree in the future.  In response to a query, Professor Platt indicated that the 

online program would primarily be offered asynchronously, and that this is still under consideration.  The Chair 

commented that creating synchronous aspects of the program would create a dynamism to the courses.  Issues 

related to evaluation and academia associated with online offerings were mentioned, to which Professor Platt 

indicated that his Department would need to address these issues.  The issues of part-time and full-time study 

were discussed, as part-time study would not allow students access to government financial aid.  Professor Platt 

suggested that he discuss this further with the Office of Scholarships and Student Aid. 

SCTP requested: 

• revise the admission requirements to indicate what they actually are instead of who will not be considered for  

 entry into the program;  

• budget approval from the Provost. 
New program approved with this change and the Provost budget approval memo; it will be reported to APC for 

further approval once the Provost’s approval memo has been received. 

 

Department of Psychiatry 

M.Sc. in Mental Health (45 cr.) 

Revisions consisted of:  program title, program description. 

SCTP requested: 

• revise the rationale to include the following sentence at the end:  “Via this proposal, the existing M.Sc. in  

 Psychiatry (45 cr.) is being retired.” 

NOTE:  The Ministry will need to be informed via a letter from the Provost concerning this major revision to the 

program.  It may not be offered, advertised, or listed within the eCalendar until the University receives the final 

Ministry approval.    

Revised program approved with this change; it will be reported to APC for further approval. 

 

Due to the title change, the following program is being retired:  M.Sc. in Psychiatry (45 cr.). 

 

01.05 INFORMATION FOR SCTP MEMBERS 2021-2022 – 21-SCTP-10-01 

This document was circulated for information only.  The Chair encouraged SCTP members to read the 

information contained within the brief document.  Any questions may be sent to the Chair or Secretary. 
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01.06 OTHER BUSINESS 

The following documents were received by SCTP – there were no queries.   

a) 2020-2021 AP (T&AP) Report 16 to SCTP – May 13, 2021; 

b) 2021-2022 SCTP Annual Report to APC – 21-SCTP-10-03. 

The Chair informed SCTP members that because SCTP is a subcommittee of APC, SCTP needs to report annually 

on the previous and current academic years’ activities, other than course and program approvals that are reported 

monthly to APC.  The Chair thanked the Secretary for handling the 2021 SCTP Course Retirement Exercise that 

was conducted during this past summer.  We are pleased to report that out of 1,060 courses, SCTP was authorized 

by the faculties/schools to retire 771 courses.  This exercise will be conducted again over the next couple of years.  

It was noted that the Annual Report referred to a statement that indicated SCTP continues to strive to improve its 

processes around program changes and new program proposals.  Ms. Piperni commented that it is important for 

SCTP to consider the structure of programs, as this may cause issues with anomalies in courses in various terms,  

especially programs that have a summer term - these issues may threaten the government financial aid that some  

students receive.  The Chair responded that the Associate Director, Academic Programs and Planning, of his  

Office, along with other members of his team will consider instructional design of programs when the current  

processes are reviewed.  Ms. Piperni agreed to provide the Chair and Secretary with specific issues that should be  

considered. 

 

The meeting ended at 4:12 pm. 


