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2021-2022/SCTP/08 

 

Minutes of a meeting of the APC Subcommittee on Courses and Teaching Programs (SCTP) held Thursday, 

April 7, 2022 at 3:00 pm via Zoom.  

 

PRESENT:   Madeleine Buck, Chris Buddle (Chair), Andrea Di Stefano, Jaye Ellis, Hamid Etemad, Claire Guyatt, 

Sue Laver, Josephine Nalbantoglu, Carolyn Samuel, Cindy Smith (Secretary to SCTP)   

 

REGRETS:  Arun Misra, Cara Piperni 

 

GUESTS:   Professor Jake Barralet and Dr. Gayle Shinder, Faculty of Medicine and Health Sciences 

            

 

Information on SCTP Course and Program Guidelines and past SCTP meeting Minutes/Notes may be found at 

www.mcgill.ca/sctp.  

 

The Chair requested that SCTP members provide the SCTP Secretary, in writing, any suggested changes to 

documents in terms of grammatical errors or typos within 24 hours following the meeting in order to complete 

the meeting Minutes without delay. 

 

08.01 The Agenda was approved with the following addition:  under Business Arising, the Chair’s update on  

the Certificate in STEM Foundations (Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics). 

 

08.02 The Minutes from the last meeting held March 3, 2022 were approved as circulated. 

 

08.03 BUSINESS ARISING 

The Chair updated members on the status of the new program proposal Certificate in STEM Foundations 

(Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics) (30 cr.), reviewed at the December 2, 2021 SCTP 

meeting, proposed by the School of Continuing Studies – 21-SCTP-12-08.  Following discussions and meetings 

with the proposers, the proposers agreed to revise the course numbers and titles to avoid confusion with existing 

U0 [100-level] courses offered by some Faculties.  It was clarified that these courses are considered “pre-

university” (e.g., at perhaps the grade 12 level).  It is intended to also offer the program in Indigenous 

communities, and perhaps with international partnerships and such partnerships would be done in close 

collaboration with the Office of International Engagement.  The program may eventually become a pathway 

program, but not at this time.  The SCTP Secretary noted that the revised course numbers and titles associated 

with this program have been updated in the Report from the AP(T&AP) to SCTP – December 2, 2021, found on 

the Web at:  https://www.mcgill.ca/sctp/documents. New program approved by the SCTP Chair on behalf of 

SCTP; it will be reported to the APC meeting of April 14 for review and approval. 

 

08.04 GRADUATE AND POSTDOCTORAL STUDIES – 21-SCTP-04-15 

Faculty of Medicine and Health Sciences, Department of Surgery 

M.Sc. in Experimental Surgery; Non-Thesis - Oncology (45 cr.) 

Professor Barralet and Dr. Shinder joined the meeting to present and respond to questions concerning this new 

program proposal.  In collaboration with the Gerald Bronfman Department of Oncology, the new 

concentration/option of an existing program is proposed in response to the increased student interest in 

completing a Master’s program in the field of oncology.  Students will complete 30 credits of the existing 

Graduate Diploma in Oncology then transfer into the new concentration/option to complete 15 credits of the 

M.Sc. for the non-thesis program.  The Department has sufficient academic staff available to supervise student 

research projects.  In response to a query concerning whether the student enrolment growth would challenge the 

Department’s resources, Professor Barralet indicated that he did not believe that this will be an issue.  There was 

a query as to why some of the required courses are the second of two courses, but the first courses are not also 

listed as required; Professor Barralet replied that these courses may be taken in any order, as in both cases the 

first course is not a prerequisite for the second course.  It was noted that it is late in the admission process for 

new programs that are effective 202209, to which Dr. Shinder commented that students will transfer from the  
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08.04 GRADUATE AND POSTDOCTORAL STUDIES – 21-SCTP-04-15 

Faculty of Medicine and Health Sciences/Department of Experimental Surgery 

M.Sc. in Experimental Surgery; Non-Thesis - Oncology (45 cr.) [continued] 

Graduate Diploma into the new concentration/option.  Professor Barralet commented that the intention is to 

allow a stackable Master’s that includes one of the Graduate Certificates offered by the Department and the 

Graduate Diploma offered by the Gerald Bronfman Department of Oncology.  In response to a query concerning 

the length of time [10 years] that students are given to complete a stackable Master’s, it was noted that some of 

these students may be studying on a part-time basis and may not decide immediately following completion of 

one program to pursue a stackable Master’s.  There is clearly a need for this pathway of obtaining a Master’s at 

the University. 

SCTP requested: 

•  revise description to read “The … related to oncology and examines the broad range of disciplines …”; 

•  correct course title in existing program requirements for EXSU 623; 

•  revise the note for the third group of complementary courses in the existing program requirements to specify 

how students take EXSU 505 – without guidance, students will not know in which pair of courses they may 

take this course; there is an odd number of courses to choose from, yet the choices are paired within the note 

and the pairs exclude EXSU 505. 

New concentration/option of existing program approved with these changes; it will be reported to APC for 

review and approval once the revisions have been made.  

 

08.05 OTHER BUSINESS 

The following document was received by SCTP – there were no queries.  The Chair reminded members that they 

may contact the Secretary if there are questions concerning proposals contained within this report: 

a) 2021-2022 AP (T&AP) Report 8 to SCTP – March 3, 2022. 

 

The Chair noted that, due to lack of business, the next SCTP meeting scheduled Thursday, April 21 at 3:00 pm has 

been cancelled.  The last SCTP meeting for the 2021-2022 academic year is scheduled as follows:  Thursday, May 5 

at 3:00 pm. 

 

The Secretary noted that following this meeting, she will circulate the 2022-2023 SCTP meeting schedule.  She 

requested quick notification if anything appeared incorrect with the dates. 

 

The meeting ended at 3:32 pm. 


